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PREFACE. 



X HE extraordinary difcoveries of the ever-memorabre circutn-^ 
navigator Cook infpired all Europe with an enthufiaflic defire of 
being acquainted with the parts of the globe ftill remaining un-* 
known* Ruflia^ though more interefted in thefe events than any 
other Power, being engaged m diflferent purfuits, did not confider 
the diflant and barren regions belonging to her own Empire as; 
of fufficient importance to juftify the expence and' trouble bf ex- 
ploring them ; until the genius of the country was completely 
rouzed by the animating intelligence communicated' in the ^^ Ac- 
count of the Ruffian Difcoveries between Ada and America, by 
the Reverend William Coxe,** which the late Catherine the 
Second commanded to be tranilated for her own perufal, al-^ 
though the original Papers were in the Archives of the Admiralty 
at St. Peterlburg *. 



* I am hippy to End, that the author has coUcded very confiderable materials for an 
enlarged edition of this work ; which it is hoped he will not long withhold from the 
public, at the book is out of prints and cannot be procured. 
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Viii PREFACE. 



The Court of Ruflla was aftonifhed at the difcoveries already 
made, by its own roving fubjeds, of iflands, and of a continent, of 
which latter it had indeed an ided, but not the fmalleft notion of 
its extent or proximity to its own territories, and only fuppofed 
that it might be America. However, thefe voyagers did not 
afceitain the geographical fituations of places, nor explain the 
advantages thaf they offered to the country to which they 
belonged ; nor, in ihort, any thing more than their mere 
exi(lenc^« 

The amazing extent of dominion acknowled^ng the fove-. 
reignty of Ruflia, independent of her late acquifitions by con* 
g^eft, ba:ame now the fafhionable topic of converfation at 
Court. Mr. Coxe, being at St. Peteriburg, took advantage of 
the favourable moment to fugged an Expedition, to complete 
th? geographical knowledge of the moft diftant ppffeffions of 
-that Empire, and of fuch northern parts of the oppofitc conti- 
.cent as Capt^iQ Cook could not pofflU/ alcertain. The learned 
Dr. Pallas, then In great favour, undertook to make the ne* 
ceffary repreientations to Her Imperial Majefty, who, well pleafed 
with the hint, immediately approved of the plan drawn out by 
4hefe two Gentlemen j and Count Belborodko was, in confe- 
«quence, ordered to prepare a Mandate for the Admiralty : this 
was in the autumn of the year 1784. Mr. Billings, whp 
had juft received a Lieutenancy, iaid, that he had been the 
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PREFACE. ix 

Aftronomer's Affiftant in Captain Cook's laft voyage ; and he 
was therefore thought a proper perfon to condufl; the ei>- 
terprife. 

Matters remained thus till the French Papers announced the 
departure of Count de la Peroufe, in July 1785, on a voyage of 
difcovery. Upon this, the undertaking was refumed with energy ; 
and on the 8th Auguft following, an Ukaze, or Mandate, figned 
by the Emprefs, was fent to the Admiralty; on which were 
founded the Instructions to Captain Billings, given in 
the Appendix to this Volume, No. V. 

Every thing was procured that appeared likely to contribute to 
the fuccefs of the enterprife ; every imaginable encouragement 
was awarded to all the oflScers and men ; and orders were feat 
to the Governors, Commanders, &c. throughout the vaft ex- 
tent of Siberia, to grrc^alL pbffible affiftance. 

Captain Billings had permiflion to felea; his own officers^ and 
to take fuch hands as he judged neceflary. 

I was perfonally acquainted with Dodlor Pallas and Mr. Bil- 
lings, both 6f whom requeftcd that I would accompany the Ex- 
pedition as Private Secretary and Tranflator ; and, on receiving the 

a promife 
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promife of perouflion to publiih my remarks upon mj return, I . 
agreed* 

On tlic loth March 1794 I returned to St. Peterfburg, in a 
very critical date of health, which continued impaired during the 
whole of the following fummer, and induced Do£lor Rogers 
(now in London), the Dodor (Merck) and Surgeon Major (Ro-- 
heck) of our Expedition, to form an opinion, that the feverity of 
a Ruffian winter might prove of bad confequences ; and they 
recommended my vifiting a milder climate for a fliort timc» la 
confequence of this profeffional opinion, I petitioned Captain 
fillings, conformably to the eftablifhed rules of the fervice ; re- 
quefting him to reprefent my fituation to the Admiralty, and to 
procure me leave of ahfence for about four months. This was 
on the 2d of September 1 794 ; and on the 5th of the fame month, 
TOWARD MIDNIGHT, I received a very tmexpeSed and unfav(mr able 
ANSWER, It is not my intention, however, to enumerate hard* 
ihips, or make a merit of I'ufferings ; but to give the beft ac- 
count I can of fuch occurrences as immediately concern the 
Expedition, and as appear to me moft likely to intereft my 
Readers. 



In the mean time I embrace this opportunity of acknowledging 
D^y. great obligations to the undermentioned Gentlemen, then 

inhabi* 
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PREFACE. xi 

bliabitants of &• Peteriburg, for the particular marks of friend- 
fiiip which I received at their hands. 

William Porter, Efq* 
Mr. William Jones, 
Mr. Alexander Grant; 
Mr. Laurence Brown* 
Thomas Warre, Efq. 
WiHiam Wilfon, Efq, 
Alexander Shairp, Efq; 
John Booker, Efq; 
Dodor Simpfom 
Dq&ot Guthrie. 
Mr. John Samuel Barnes,. 

— John Venning. 

— William Gicn Johnfton. 

— John Glen Johnfton. 

— Edward James Smith. 

Upon my arrivd in London, however, t experienced no lefs 
generous treatment. M, Garthfhore, M.D. F.R.S. and A.S. has 
my fmcere thanks for his protedion ; as alfb the Reverend. 
William Coxe, and the Reverend London King Pitt. 

a 2 Thomas 
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Thomas Harvey, Efq. who particularly affifted me in Ruffia, 
has ftill heaped obligations upon me here ; as have alfo Charles 
Grant, Efq. and Dodor Rogers. 

My warmeft acknowledgments are likewife due to James Gibfon, 
Samuel Stratton, and John Rowlatt, Efqrs. for their friendfhip and 
recommendation. 

The many kindnefles received from Mr. William Lotherington, 
and Mr. Edmund Rodd, my fellow-traveller from Ruffia, will 
remain indelible in my remembrance. 

During my travels, I was frequently neceffitated to make notes 
on fmall pieces of paper j thofe I have faithfully tranfcribed j but 
in fome inftances I have been obliged to refer to memory ; which 
circumftance, added to the obliterated ftate of feveral outlines 
traced with a black lead pencil, would have prevented my giving 
a chart of the two continents, had not Mr. Arrowfmith requefted 
to fee my remarks, which he compared with former difcoveries 
in thefe parts ; and, obferving that the correfponding diftances 
(particularly Shalauroff's chart) agreed with Captain Billings's 
aftronomical obfervations in the Icy Sea, as did alfo the fketches 
of the natives, it plainly appeared to him, that he could venture 
to lay down the Shalatfkoi promontory, and the whole coaft be- 
tween the eaftern promontory of Afia and the Kovima with 

5 tolerable 
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tolerable exadnefs ; which proves the general fault in the Ruffian 
charts, where the coaft is carried confiderably too far north. 
The fituation of the iflands between the two continents, as laid 
down in the chart, may be pronounced juft j but I feel myfelf 
infinitely obliged to Mr. Arrowfmith for the pains he has taken. 
I am equally fenfible of Mr. Alexander's merit in the judicious 
arrangement of the drawings and coftumcs, which has enabled me 
to prefent the Engravings, ex2iQ, in their refemblances, and exe- 
cuted in a manner highly pleafing to myfelf. While indulging 
my own fenfations in paying the tribute of refped and gratitude 
to thofe who have befriended me, I ought not to overlook the 
kindnefs and liberality which I have experienced from my Pub- 
liihers; but, as I am perfuaded that their behaviour to me is 
merely the ordinary courfe of their profeflional pradice, I fhall 
reftrain my feelings, and avoid the rifk" of offending them by 
being more particular. 

Upon mature deliberation on the extent and tendency of this ^ 
Work, I think it neceflary to call publicly on the Commander of 
the Expedition, and my brother officers, to corredl any miftakes 
in my narrative *, or to elucidate fuch intricacies as may have 

* My narrative of the voyages is taken from the journal written for Captain Billings, 
which I copied from the (hip's journal kept by the Mafter BatakoflT and his mates. I am 
apprehcnfive, that fome of the bearings are not perfeftly correA ; and I acknowledge that 
in many places I am not capable of faying whether the computed diflances are geographical 
#r German Biiks i both meafures having been ufed by the original joamalifts* 

arifcn 
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arifen from mj want of knowledge m the different branches 
within the limits of their profeflional ftudies. My object has 
been, to travel with my eyes open, and to relate what I have 
feen in the fimple language of truth. 
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EXPLANATIONS 

Of 

Ruffian and other Foreign Words made ufe of in the following Work, 



Baidar ; a term ufed at Ochotfl^^ Kamtfliatkat &c. for boats^ whether large or 
fmall. They are pointed at both ends, and conftru£led as follows : A ked 
and three frames, the lower to form « Amt-bottom^ the fecond to fupport the 
thwarts^ and the third to ferve for the gWMd s light knees and ground timbers 
are laflied to th^ keel and the frames with whdes' fins : The raw hides of fea- 
animals are drawn over, to ferve inftead of flicatfiiag« They draw only a £ew 
inches watcr^ carry a conGderable burthenj are excellent furf-boats, and very 
vfeful in coafting ezcurfions ; as four mea can carry one of them which admits 
of twelve rowers ; at night they are turned keel upwards^ and ferve inftead of 
tents. The fmaller are quite covered^ leaving only one^ two^ or three openings 
for the rower. 

Bazar, or Rbhok ; a oiarket for vc getah ks^ hard and wooden ware» &c. Any 
perfon is permitted in thefe plaoes to hsMk about old clodiesi or whatever 
they may have for fale. 

Camlet^ or Kamlbt ; a garment in ibape Kke a carter's frock, made of the 
inteftines of marine animals, of linen, nankeen, or leather. 

GoRODNiTSHiK } the mayor of a town. 

GuBA I a bay. 

Kambn } a barren mountain ; alfo a rock at £sa. 

Krbpost \ in Rui&a, means a regular fort ; but in Siberia, Kamtfliatka, and the 
iflands, it is ufed for any place walled in i and is a name frequently given to a 
place which was intended to have had a fortrefs ; as Petro Pavloffky Krepoft, 
or the fort of St. Peter and St. Pauk 

Laib, or Laidbnoi Bereg ; a rocky fhore covered at high water. 

Mammomts' Tusks are found about the Siberian rivers and the fhores of the Icy 
Sea, and fcattered all over the ar£lic flats. They are full as large as thofe of 
the elephant, much more curved, and perhaps equal in quality. It appears that 
the animal is extinct 

MUTS, 
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MoY«, or Mys ; a cape* 

Noss 5 a promontory. 

OsTROG ; a fquare inclofure of palifadoes, about eight feet high ; replete with 
holes to pomt mufkets through : it generally has four entrances, with a tower 
upon^each. 

OsTROV; an ifland.^ 

OzER, or OsER 5 a lake. 

Park 5 a garment made like the camley, but only of the flcins of animals with the 
hair on, or with thofc of birds with the feathers. 

Peredofshik; a leader. 

PoLOG ; a low tent ufed in a larger to deep and fit in ; alfo a thin covering over a 
bed to keep away flics and mofquitoes. 

Pood ; a Ruffian weight of forty pounds^ equal to thirty-fix pounds Engliih. 

Pristan ; a landipg-place for goods. 

Promyshlenik ; a hunter. 

QuAss 5 a fermented liquor of plants, berries, roots, or meal, ufed as a drink. 

Reka 'y a river. 

Retshka j' a rivulet. 

Sazshen ^ a fathom of fix feet. 

Sheettki, or Shitiki *, a large boat fheathed with plank, which is faftened to the 
timbers with twifted oziers ; the interftices are ftufled with mofs, inftead of 
caulking ; and the feams are covered with laths of about two inches wide, to 
prevent the waftiihg out of the mofs 5 thefe arc inclofcd in the oziers. The 
name impliesyi'«*«, as they arc made without nail* or pc^t^. 

SloBoda ; a large village with a church. 

SoPKA ; a peaked mountain. 

ToioM, or ToYON \ the Yakut name for chief, applied to the chiefs of all the heathen 
nations. 

UsT, or OosT ; the difcharge of a river. 

Utshenik ; a learner. 

Verst j a Ruflian mile, 104I to a degree. 
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ally lets down. 
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EXPEDITION, 

6fc. ffc. Vc. 

mtsmmsBOBoaBBssm^ 

*CHAR L 

Uitparkurtfrim St. J^eUrJburg.-^^ccurrencts on the utofta the Citj 

oflrkMtJL 

liff coD&quence of a mmulate figned bj the hte Emprefe of 
Ruffia^ Qatthonne IL direaed to the College of Admh-alty, mA 
dated Sth At^^oft v-tSj;^ appoiBtmg CaptaiflnLieuteiiaat Jofqph 
Billings to the command of ^ A Socrot Aftrooomic^ and Geo* 
^* graphical Expedition for aavigafting the Frozen Sea^ defcribing 
^ its Coafts, and afcertainiog the Situation of tlie Ifl^lnds in the 
** Seas between the two Continents of Afia and America, &c.**? 
the Admiralty confirmed the officers chofen by the commander, 
aad fiippH«d aftronotniciil and naUticitl ioftrwnent^^ the chirts 
and journaia of all fbmter navi^tors &om the yeac iJM^ ^ 
every other article confidered as neftefery. 

* See the Introdudioa. 
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a ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION 

Early in the month of September, Lieutenant Saretflicff wa$ 
difpatched dired to Ochotfk, with our fliip-builder and his affift- 
ant, to feledt and fell proper trees for conftrufting two (hips, ac- 
cording to a plan of Mn Lamb Yeames, (hip-builder, in which 
he had confidered the beft means of accommodating the officers 
and crew. The injunctions laid on Captain Billings to explore 
the rivers and the inland country of Siberia, prevented our going 
by fea from St. Petfrfburg ; befides, the (hips were to renudn as 
tran/port ve(rels, or armed cruifers, in thofe feas. 

Lieutenant Saretflieff had orders to the Governor-Gencral of Ir- 
kutdc and Kolivan, appriiiOg biiQ.pf the pwport of the expedition, 
and requiring his pofitive commands to the Governor of Ochot(k 
to fupply men and nec^(ra4es (9 forward the bufine(8, 

' The whole party was fent off in fmall detachments fey the 
middle of Odober; on the 25th day of the fame month, 1785, I 
departed from St. Peter(burg, with Captdn Billings and our fur- 
geon, Mr. Robeck, at eight o'clock in the evening, in very rainy 
and windy weltherj which made the roads fo indifferent, that we 
did not reach Mofco till thte 5th of November Jtt eight o'clock in 
the morning* I forbear to make any remarks refpeding the road, 
the villages, &c. as every circumftance is vireU defcribed by Mr. 
Coxe ; my intentioa is, to be more particular when I arrive at 
places lefs known. 

In this city Lieutenant Hall, the fecond in command, was or- 
dfBied to. wait the arrival of Captain Billings ; the other parties 
proceeded by Kazan to Irin}t(k, 
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TO THE EASTE^LN OCEAN, &c. j 

We purchafed a great number of articles necelfary for our tra« 
vels ; received medicines for the u(e of the expedition, from the 
GovemmentGeneral Repofitory of Drugs ; and forwarded our bag- 
gage to Kazan by Lieutenant Hall, who left Moico the i oth of De- 
cember; and on the 15th, at four o^clock In the afternoon, Captain 
Billings proceeded with our head fufgeon, (Mn Robeck,) Sturman 
Batakoff, and myfelf, attended by foldiers in carriages and on 
Hedges* 

The road was bardy covered with fnow ; and on die i8th we 
arrived at Paulova, containing about 2500 houfes, fome few very 
elegantly built of brick, and five churches. This may be con- 
fidered as the Birmingham of Ruflia, and is, with all its inhabi- 
tants, the private property of Count Sheremetofil The people 
are all manii£atdurei9 of hardware and traders, have an immenfe 
number of well built vefllels, and carry on a very extenfive trade 
in the Cafpian Sea. This (Slobdda) large village is fituated on 
the river Oka, near its difcharge into the Volga. We here pur- 
chafed knives, fciffars, buttons, &c. as prefents to the natives of 
A^ch places as we mi^ht touch at in our voyage. 

At the diftance of 62^ verfts from Mofco we entered an oak 
wood, chiefly of middle-fized trees, near the Tfhcremefe village 
of Scartog, travelled 75 verfts through it, and arrived on Monday 
the 22d of December, about eight in the evening, at Kazan, where 
we found our whole par^ in good health and fptrits« 

^azan is a regular and well-built city on the river of the iame 
mme, :three verfts from its difcharge into the Volga, and fituated 
in latitude SS^ A^'^ ^^ longitude 49° 15' E. from Greenwich* 
The inhabitants, who are chiefly merchants^ coxifift of Ruffians, 

B a Tartars, 
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4 ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION 

Tartars^ and Armenians, and carry oa a very cottftdcrablc 
trado. 



Numbers of noblemen rcfide here in the vicinity of their 
eftates j and others, who find motives for retiring from the capital, 
fclfo choofe this city for their place of refidence. We obferved 
that the greateft harmony reigned among them, with unbounded 
hofpitality, efpecially to us as travellers. It becomes us parti* 
cularly to acknowledge the great kindneft that we experienced 
from the t^refident of the Admiralty and Dircaor of the Dock 
Yard, Admiral ZftiemtftiuzflMiikoSi whofe houfe we made our 
head quarters and general rendezvous. Tkis nobleman was in 
England about the year 1770, engaging tranfports for the Ruffian 
fieet under the command of Count Orloff, and was very much 
attached to the EngHfh. At his friendly manOon we uihered in 
the year 1786, and in our company he made a point of drinking 
the health of the King of Great Britain, and fuccefs to his fleets. 
The recoUcftion of kindneffes that he received in England gave 
him enthufiaftic pleafure, foraething, I believe, like what I fed at 
this inftant on recoIle£Hng the favours that I received from hiaa% 
His table was always profufely covered, and his wines were of th? 
beft flavour. 

On the 6th of January, after attending the ceremonies of the 
day (as defcribed by Mr. Coxe), we dined with the Gkivemon 
The fl:range mixture of his company I think worthy of notice. 
The bifliop of Kazan (a very learned divine, a great friend to the 
poor inhabhants, and the founder of a fchool for their children), 
the Mahometan Chkf Prieft, a German Luthemn Prieft, with 
feveral natives of Rulia, England, France, and Italy ; and, 
though the good humour of tiie company was aot increafed by 

the 
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tiie tusturjr of die tabic, or thr excellence of Uu witMt, k ^ not 
fufier by any refldOions on our hoft's waat of geaero&y. 

' Afl the neceflaries and foibe of the laxuries of fife are in great 
plenty in this city, and at a very moderate price. 

The command was difpatched from hence as follows t 

ift Party, 31ft December, 6 Kibitki fledges. 

ad 2d January, 6 Do. 

3d 4th Do. 6 Do. 

4th 7th Do. 6 Do. 

with orders to make the beft of ibek way to hkotCL. 

On the 9th of Jsttm^y Gaptaih BilKngg reported to die Ad^ 
miraky the ftate of his command, and reqnefted a frcfli fupply of 
l>arometers, every one thaft we had with us being brolceo, owing 
to t^ ba4 ftate of die roads. Ope of our medicine chefts alfo^ 
broke throu^ the ice in cMffing the Volga, which fpoiled a great 
part of the coAtetits ; and thtfe, of coorfe, our fiirgeon requiwd to 
be replaced and fent to IrkiUflc. 

On Saturday the loth we left Kazan : the roads were now 
goodi and.weBcovefed witli.fnow. At the dti}:ancex>f iS verfts 
wfe emered a wood o^ i^6iy fiae oak *,^ through. wUch we tra- 
▼died 34 verfts. Tkt fkee of 1^ coMtry comtiniied hilly and 
moderately vrooded with fir, ednMnon pine, and bunrh.. The in* 

* Qamf retqrn hfUm tmif tn jMraaqr f^fS^ .1 was fuiplif^ at iei^y Ae fouatry 
dcaved of every trce> and lying waftc ; not even a bu(h being tp be ften i which was pretty 
^uch the cafe wilh the wood near Scartog^oathcodicr'fidc W KaanaB. 

13 iwbitasttr 
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liabitante are Ruflians, Tartars, and Vottaku The Tartars are 
Mahonietims, and verj cleaa in their perfofis af|d habitations^ 
The women are, in general, very handfome, and drefs extremely 
neat* They are induftrious, honeft, and peaceable ; and, under 
their management, a piece of ground of a given extent will pro- 
duce nearly twice as much as the Ruffians obtain from an equal 
quantity. All the villages, are built in vallies on the borders of 
rivers, furrotmded with gardens and cultivated fields* 

On Monday the ^^^ we ^eadbed Kungnr, a city containing 
1800 wooden houfes qn the eaft fide of the river Tulva, latitude 
57° 20', longitude s^^ 5^' £• 2160 verfts from Sl Peterfburg;. 
and here the Virchoturien mountains commence. 

Atcliinfky Krepoft, on therconfines of Siberia, h 88 verfh be^ 
yond Kungur; and in this nei^bourhood are the iron works of 
the different tith proprietors living in St Peteriburg, Sec The 
inhabitants appear particularly ftrong and healthy ; their houfi» 
are very clean ; and I faw federal men who were not very infirm 
At between 80 and 90 years of ag^ The woods that we ha4 
hitherto pafled confifted of fir, common pine, poplar, afp, and 
l>irch : here we obferved alfo the lareh pine. 

'On the 17th January we arrived at the £imous city of Ekate* 
rineburg, on the Uralian chain, through which the river lict 
£ows, and worics the gun, anchor, and iron foundries, faw and 
-coining mills, and lapidary, &c« belonging to Government* This 
city (lands in latitude 56^ 50', longitude 60^ 17' ib", and con* 
tains about 2000 houfes. Tome very elegantly built of ftone, five 
churches, fchopls, &c. Provifions are here extremely cheap j fifli^ 
:fl:urgeota, beluga, and large quabs|nalime) 20 copeaksihe pood, beef 
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50 cop. rye flcwur 32 cop. * The laft artick, they faid, was veiy' 
dear, . hftviDfg had but a fcinty growth for the laft three years.. 
The poorer forts, and convidls, of which only a few work at the 
mines, find a plenteous and cheap fupply of the falted omul, 
whii^ appe^s to me to be a fpecies of herring, but twice as large 
as the ordinary fort. The circumjacent mountains afford much 
interefting entertainment to a naturalift, whofe refearches are fre-» 
quently rewarded with new difcoveries of variations in the works 
of nature. £xclufive of minerals and malachites (the largeft ever 
heard of was found here, weighing 107 poods^ or 385a poundsf 
weight, — ^Pallas), here may be feen an aftonifhing variety of white 
rock cryftal, vnth capillary fhorl of 4iffer^nt colours ^ that with the 
red w^ called by Pallas the hair of Venus ; the green was named' 
by Guthrie Thetis's ; the flaxen, Cupid's ; the black, Proferpine's ;. 
and a dark topaz, containing white ihorl, Saturn!s hair; ame- 
thyft, topaz/ the Siberian diamond, jafper flriped and plaki^ par- 
phyrys, &c. 

We now found the face of the country more level, and the 
woods veiy niuch on the decteafe, and pretty well inhabited by 
Tartars and Ruffians ; the former of whom, befides cultivating 
the earth, make and fell very neat worfted carpets. 

On Thurfday the a2d we arrived at Tobolik f, containing 
2300 houfes and 23 churches, chiefly of wood, latitude 58® 12^* 
2o''5 longitude 67^ 19' lo'', oppofite the difcharge of the Tobol 

* A copeak may be reckoned about a fiutbiogi a pood is 56 pouidt. 

t TUt cky was reduced to aAet in tbe year 17S7 ; but on my return (in 1794) it was 
rebuilt on a regular plan ) the ftreeu wide^ with churcbeti and a great nuad>cr of houiet^ 
of brick. lu fituatioa it kw, backed by a lifiag ground which pcojeAt over the Iruih ; 
and the Sorticiii it b«ik oa itt poiaC 
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into tlie Irtifli. It is a place of very conftderaUe trailer frequtnt^ 
ed by Samoyeds, Tartars, Ruffians, and Siberians } and prorifiotit 
bere arc rather cheaper than at Ekaterinebnrg. 

I obferved that we had now ereffed the whole of die UraUaii 
chain of monntaina. 

Bad weather detained tis here three days, during which ftort 
itay we experienced the hofpkality of the €k>Tcriior GencSral 

JKafhkeen. 

On Sunday the a^&i we left ToboMk, and found the country 
low, marfliy, and woody, but well inhabited as far as the Defert of 
fiaraba (Barabiniky Step), fituated 3512 verfts from St Peterf- 
33urg, and 570 verfts in extent. This was not inhabited, but the 
iEmprefs about ten years ago built villages att over it at the dit 
tance of 20 to 25 verils* The whole extent almoft* is low and. 
t)Oggy ; fome elevated fpots, however, produce ftunted birch, 
bruflvwood, and a little grafs. The weftem half is weH watered 
by the lake Kamy^hova, the fivers Om^ Tartaa, and Kaia. The 
latter Is about the midWay; and here the town of Kainfk la 
Ibmlt for the protcaion of travellers. It contains 125 houfes and 
a church, all of wood. The inhabitants of all the villages are 
convi€h4 The eaftem half of the defert is almoft deftitute of 
wood ; nor is there amy wat^, except m ponds, fetid even at this 
jfeafon. Wells are dug, but thefe prove (alt and liitter. The 
people, therefore, melt fnow in winter, and colleft rain in fum- 
men The moft extreme poverty^ dirt, and mifery prevail over 
the whole defert, which is terminated by a rifing ground, where 
'Nature fuddenly aflumes the lAoft Iwcuriant change, prefentlng 
a woody country, replete with meadows^ corn fields, and woU 
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built villages, inhabited by clean, healthy, and affluent Sibe* 



rianst 



On the 4th of February we reached Tomfk, a city containing 
about 1500 houfes (latitude 56^ 29', longitude 85° 3'), on the 
river Tom. Here we faw Mr. Patrin, the gentleman appointed 
by her Imperial Majefty, on the recommendation of the very 
learned Dr. Pallas, to accompany our travels as naturalift and 
botanift. He was on his return to St. Peterfburg, with a view 
^f retiring to France on account of his health, the ftate of which 
rendered his longer refidence in thefe parts dangerous, and bc-^ 
reaved us of an invaluable companion* 

The inhabitants of thefe parts are farmers, graziers, and carriers j, 
and have a famous breed of horned cattle, with which, as well as 
with butter, they fupply all the northern and eaftern diftridlsof the 
empire. They are wealthy, hofpitable, healthy, and clean, and live 
under no controul of individuals, only paying a trifling fum to the 
Captain of the diftri£t, for Government. The Siberians through- 
out are more induftrious and independent than any Ruffian pea-^ 
fants, live more comfortably, and drink home-brewed beer in addi- 
tion to quafs. The women are remarkably clean ; and I never en*- 
tered any houfe in travelling, night or day, but I found them fpin- 
ning flax. I have frequently afked them why they worked all night; 
and always received one general anfwer, " that the days werefhort/* 
Inftead of candles, they burn laths of birch wood, which they call 
lutlhinka ; a portable (lick, about five feet high, with a foot to 
it, ferves as their candleftick ; three nails are driven into the top, 
forming a triangle j the lath is ftuck between the nails obliquely, 
and burns about four or five minutes : but when they have guefts* 
they burn a candle, the nails ferving as a focket» 

C Their. 
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Their ntighbours, to the foiith-eaft, are feme tribes of Mongals 
* extending to China; and a private trade is carried on, through 
.this channel, by a few of the more intelligent Siberians, 

On the 14th February we arrived at Irkutfk, in a froft of i8* 
of Reaumur, and found all the Command fafe. The Governor 
General Jacobi bfeing abfent, a courier wa$ difpatcbed to him at 
JBarnaul, to inform him of our arrival. 

On the 15th, in the morning, the thermometer indicated 26° 
l)elow o of Reaumur for about two hours^ when it rofe to 20^ 
and 18^: 30^ is the greateft extremity g£ fioH ever remembered 
here. 



CHAP. 
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GHAP. ir. 

Ji'fncctnB Account of our TranfqSHons at the City of Irkutjk^^tatt 
of our Command* — Additional Hands taken there. 

We were now arrived in the capital of Siberia, and entering^. 
on the fir ft fcene of real bjifinefg, of a nature more extenfive than 
this city ever before experienced. Every neccflary article for 
conftrufting two Ihips of 85 feet keel was to be received here, 
excejpt timber: iron, cordage, ammunition, provifion, liquor^, 
ftores ; clothing from head to foot, on a moderate computation, 
for five years ; candles, foap, and every the moft trifling commo- 
dity neceflary for each individual officer, over and above the or- 
dinary allowance for a Command of three hundred men, to be 
tranfported by water and land upwards of four thoufand verfts* 
It was likewife neceflary to flow every article in the moft fecurc* 
method in packages, weighing only 24. poods each, or 90 pounds 
Englifli weight, to facilitate their tranfport on pack-horfes from 
the city of Yakutlk, both to Ochotflc and to the river Kovima,^ 
where we had to build a veflfel of 5p feet keel, with boats and. 
baidars, for navigating the Icy Sea. 

No time was loft in ordering the inftruments in very great: 
abundance, with an extra number to ferve as prefents to favages.. 
Some hands were fent, under the command of an officer, to build 
veflels at Katfliuga Priftan, on the river Lena, to tranfport the. 
command to Yakutflc, &c. 
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On the 26th of February yre began to receive hatchets, hanv. 
liners, and every other iirflrument ufed by artificers in a dock- 
yard. 

At half paft three o'clocTc in the morning of the 3d of March, 
the city experienced a fmart fhock of an earthquake, which lafted 
about three ieconds, but was not attended with any bad confe- 
quences. Earthquakes here are frequent, but not violent. 

On the 5 til the courier returned from the Governor General, 
with orders for the Governor to comply with all the demands of 
the expedition. To forward the bufinefs. Captain Billings in- 
cte^d his Ck)mmand, agreeable to his inftrudions. From St. 
Peterlburg it confifted oi^ 

Captain Jofeph Bfllings, Commander j 

Robert Hall j 

Gabriel Santfheff ; 

— — — Chriftian Bering ; 

Skipper Afianafly Bakoff, to rig the veflels, and take charge of 
all {lores ; 

Steerman Anton Batahoff, 



— Sergey Bronnikoff,j * 



Surgeon Mich. Robeck ; 

Peter AUegretti ; 

Drawing-Mafter.Luke Varonin; 

A mechanic ; 

Two under fhipbui^ders ; 

Two furgeons* mates ; 

One mailer's mate ; 

One boatfwsdn; 

Three 
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Three Court Yagers, for (luffing birds and beads } 
Eight petty officers j 
Seven foldiers, Streltfi ; 

And myfelf, as private fecretary, and journalift ; 

In all thirty-fix* 

TTie following hands we engaged here : 

Vaffiley Diakonoff,V°'^ keeping accouats. at^ tranfaaing the 

•n n L rr p^ wHting bulmels tor the command, in 
FedorKarpoff, J ^^^^ ^ 

Lieutenant Polofoff, of the army ; [He had occupied a place 
of trufl in Igiga, and was recommended as a ufeful hand among 
the Tfhutfki.] 

Six petty officers from the Navigation School at Irkutfk ; 

Three men for conftrufting leather boats, or baidars, for river 
navigation j 

One turner j 

One lockfmith ; 

Fifty Coffacs,^ and one Sotnik ; 

Two drummers : 

In all, fixty-mne, in addition to the St. Petersburg Command. 

March 7. — ^The perfons compofmg the Command were ad- 
vanced a rank, agreeable to the Imperial mandate. 

All hands were now employed in packing up inftruments, &c* 
in boxes, which were afterwards covered with canvas, pitched 
iail over, and fewn up in fpal leather, to prevent water from fpoil* 
ing the contents in time of rain, and in fording of rivers. The 
leather was ultimately defigned for flxoes and boots. 

March 
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March i6.-^The ice of the river Angara broke up, and wc* 
had fine and mild weather*. 

April 1 6. — The tveathef being farourabte. Captain Billings 
creded his aftronomical tent at the fouth-eaft extremity of the 
city J and^ by many fets of obferyation of the fun's and moon's^ 
diftance, his longitude proved 105® 46'' 45" «aft of Greenwich,, 
latitude 52.^ 16' 30'V 

Irkutlk contains 2500 houfes, chiefly of wood; 12 (lone 
churches^ ftcathedral^ and two monalleries; befide which, there 
are feveral public buildings, an hofpital, an inoculating houfe, sa 
feminary for the ftudy of divinity, a public fchool, a library and 
collection of curiofitres y alfo a theatre, of which the performers- 
are all young ttitfn and women natives of Irkutik. The repre- 
fentations are chiefly confined to national pieces, which they get 
up with aftonifhing propriety j and they have very excellent 
muficians belonging to the diflferent regiments, bcfides the bandl 
of the Governor General* 

This city ffands on a low ipct of ground, oppofite the dif-> 
charge of the Irkut into the Angara. The latter river bounds it 
t6 the wed ; thB Ooihakofka to the eaft and north-eafl; and to> 
the fouth, high, pleafant^ and fertile land*. 

The ftrttetis ate ftraight and unifbnh. The fliops are in the heart 
Df the city, ab elegant fqoare pile of brick building, under piatzai^ 
which fupport wafehoufcs. The butchers' (hops are in the eafteriii 
txtremity^ where the iQa^Rghter-Jboufos are built over the Ooiha- 
kofka. Near this is the fife-market J alfo a bazar, or renok^.fbtr 
vegetables, corn, bread, butter, flour, pedlary, and wooden ware.. 

^ The 
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The latter is a place of refort of the Burati, who hawk about 

fables, martins, otter, and other furs. I calculate the number of 

inhabitants at about ao,ooo. The merchants are numerous and 

' affluent ; aod a confiflerable trade is carried on with the Chinefe, 

which is fo well defcribcd by Mr. Coxc, that all I can add to his 

remarks on the fubjed is, that the prices of articles are now about 

three times fts high as when he mentioned them. Here the ^f- 

fortments of furs are made, which are brought from America, 

and the northern parts of the empire, in the following mariner : 

The inferior aa4 worft coloured fables, the fox fkins, from the 

AleuCan iflands ; thp fecond iort of fea otter, river otter, &c. are 

allotted to China*. Such as are defeftive and weak in the hair, 

as alfo inferior forts, are feot to the fair at Irbit ; and the very 

4:^ft are fcnt to Mofco and Makaria, where they meet with ready 

piurchafers among the .Armeoiqins and Greeks, 

The works belonging to this place are, a glafs-Koufe ujrider the 
particular infpedion of the learned Profeflbr Laxman, fituated 
near the Baikai lake j a diftillery, about 60 verfts north of the 
city, in which the annual average quantity of brandy made it 
60,000 ankecs; fijt works at three fprings, which fupply the 
^neighbouring country ; ^ cloth nunufa^ory, where eleven looms 
were in conftant employ, but now only one is at work for very 
coarfe , cloth : this U the property of tfie merchant Sil?erakpflf ; 
the others belong to. government. 

On the .^8th April, we began fendii^ pff the Command and ar- 
ticles to Katftwga Priftan ; ami by the i^th May all were dif- 
patched from hence. 

^ The Chinefe colour CubleSf and other fursy roAr^fiiUy, that^the deception is not.obferv- 
-able : in coQfequeiice» they irjll pnly j^j a k>w firice} ai^d ^Iwajs.gure articles of an infenor 
quality the preference* 

Imm&- 
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Immediately on* our arrival at Irkutfk, Profeflbr Laxmari ofi^ 
fered to accompany the expedition as naturalift and botanift : 
Captain Billings, however, did not accept the offer ; and it was 
only the day before his departure that he fent me to Dr. Merck 
(belonging to the hofpital here) to afk if he would go with us in 
4 that capacity, which he immediately agreed to, but confefled 
that he was not a proficient. Mr. John Main, an Englifhraan 
(alfo a medical gentleman), volunteered to go as his ailiflant. 
Thus were matters fettled ; and all the neceiTary articles and 
books given by Profeflbr Pallas for Mr. Patrin, were now ordered 
to the difpofal of Dr. Merck, who left Irkutfk with us the very 
next day* 

Before I quit this place, which, according to the information 
of my acquaintance, is the laft of any confequence that I am likely 
to behbld till my return, I fhall attempt a fummary Iketch of its 
inhabitants, and their mode of livings 

Lieiitenant General Ivan Varfolomitfh Jacobi, Governor Ge- 
neral, poflefling the powers of Viceroy ; 

Major General Lamb, his Afliftant Governor ; and 
Mr. MedvedefF, a very rich individual, keep open houfe, and 
give a dinner and ball each once a week. The remaining days 
are pafled in vifiting other opulent inhabitants, either in confe- 
quence of invitations, or in the way of friendly call. The fet is 
never broken, though fometimes divided into feveral branches j 
but they are always united at every invitation. At dinner a bandi 
of mufic induces an harmonious circulation of the glafs. 

The fociety eftablifhed, and the liberal hofpitality of the firfti 
order of inhabitants, is fuperior to that in any part of Ruflia, an4 

really 
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really feem^ to infbfe a (jpirit of coafequence into die minda of 
the lower fort of people. I think that their fchools and theatre 
contribute much to this ; but mod of all the tutors to the chiU 
dren of the more opulent, Thefe generally confift of Pbles^ 
Swedes, French, and feme of. the Jefuitic order, who have been 
under the neceffity of travelling* 

Numbers of mechanics, artifts, and artificers of great abilities, 
whofe exertions were felfiOi in Rufiia, here exert themfelves for 
the benefit of the community ; and, as merit is the chief intro- 
dudlion to independent fociety, fo all who poflefs it meet with 
liberal encouragement ; and, unlefs their charaders are fuUied by 
afis of criminality, they are countenanced and fupported. The 
unfortunate are generoufly diftinguifhed from the villainous; 

The officers here, both military and civil, are very numerous } 
the former, in confequence of this being the feat of government 
in the vicinity of the Chinefe and Mongal territories ; the latter, 
on account of the numerous courts of juftice, and the neceflary 
diftributions to be made for the i^aft extent of its jurifdidion. I 
(hall rate thefe in two clafles ; for rank is only a fecondary recom- 
mendation here : the gentleman, who behaves himfelf with pro- 
priety, though poor, is completely independent, and every houfe 
is open to him ; while the worthlefs are only attended to in the 
execution of their duty, and then with great refcrve. 

In this town there are neither inns nor coffee-houfei ; but no 
ftranger, who behaves himfelf with common civility, will ever be 
at a lofs for a home. I had very good quarters allotted me by 
Government, in which I had only reiided a few days, when Bri- 
gadier General Troepollky invited me to accept of apartments and 

D attendants 
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atteddiAte ill his houfe : his lady repeated the invitation, which I 
begged'they would allow me to refufe. They then fent me every 
neceflary to my lodging, which really compelled me to accept 
their firft offer, to fave them greater trouble. Their manfion was 
ever after my home ; and their friend(hip will always remain in- 
delibly imprefled on my mind. All kinds of food are cheap, as 
are fpirituous liquors and home-brewed beer. Wines are dear. 
Many luxuries are imported from China ; and filks, cottons^ 
linens^ furs, nay Englifh cloths, are moderate. 

Throughout the whole of Siberia, hofpitality prevails in the ex- 
treme. A traveller is perfeftly fccure on the road, and certain of 
a hearty welcome wherever he puts up, let the cot be ever fo 
homely. But whether this hofpitality will continue when they 
arrive at ar certain ftate of refinement, to which they feem advan- 
cing with incredible hafte^ remains for future times to difcover ; 
as alfo whether the expanfion of ideas may tkot lead to the extea- 
^oa of territory, and other formal efiablifhments^. 

la the morning of the loth of May we had a heavy fall of 
fiiow, which lay on the ground two hours. By noon it cleared 
up J aiul in the afternoon, at fix o'clock, C^tain Billings, Dr^ 
Merck, and myfelf, left Irkutfk, accompanied by Count Manteuf- 
fcl, Mr. Haak, &c. The Governor General had prepared a fare- 
wel fupper for us at his villa, 1 8 vcrfts from the city, where we 
pafled the night. The next morning, at fix o'clock, we took 
leave of our friend?, with a moft grateful fenfe of the multi- 
plicity of favours that we had received during a ftay of three 
^l0^ths« Our road lay acrofs the Buratfkoi Step, fo called from 
the iminenfe herds of cattle and horfes that the Burati graze 
lier«» Theie are of the Balagan tribe, and, with the Ghorintfi, 

feem 
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feem outcafts from the race of Mongals ; for they have no lamas, 
nor letters, but are complete demonolatrians, and confult their 
forcerers : all other tribes of Burati are intelligent people, have 
lamas, or priefts, and are ftrift obfervers of their religious rites 
and ceremonies j their worftiip being performed in the Tungut- 
fki language, in which ail their laws are written. They have dif- 
ferent places for particular rites. The ceremony of an oath, or 
rather a curfe, to prove their innocence, if fufpeded of a crime, is 
performed on fome felei^ed mouatain : formerly, a very remark- 
able one fituated near Kiachta, and called Burgutta, was their fa- 
vourite place J but by a late treaty this mountain fell to the lot 
of the Chinefe, which caufed great diflfatisfadion to the Burati, 
and Was followed by defertions. 

We arrived on the 12th, at two in the afternoon, at Katlhuga 
Priftan, a village containing only 15 houfes, fituated on the river 
Lena, in latitude ^;^^ 26', longitude 107^ 2', 230 verfts from 
Irkutfk, Here we found nine barks of from 10 to 15 tons bur- 
then, ready to convey us and our baggage to Yakutfk. The 
number of packages amounted to 2600, exclufive of fail cloth, 
cordage, &c. not yet fent from Irkutfk ; to forward which we 
left behind us Sturman Bronnikoff. .Our guns, anchors, &c. 
were not yet .arrived, nor did we expert them till the next year. 

On the 14th May, in the evening, we bad loaded all our goods, 
and got every thing ready for our departure down the river. 
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CHAP. IIL 

Departure from Irkuijk. — An Accident. — Remarkable Cave. — The 
River Lena and its Tributaries. — Arrival at Takutjk. 

On Friday the 15th of May, at eight in the morning, Captain 
Lieutenant Hall fet fail with three barks. At five in the after- 
noon. Captain Billings followed with the reft, giving the charge 
of them to Captain Lieutenant Bering. He then embarked in a 
dosfliennik * with Dr. Merck and myfelf, Count Manteuffel ftill 
accompanying us^ The night was very dark, with thunder, light* 
ning, and heavy rsuQ. At midnight we arrived at Vircholenfk, 
(an oftrog containing 100 houfes, and two wooden churches, fa- 
mous in thefe parts for its manufadory of coarfe worfted dock- 
ings and night-caps) 35 verfts from the place of our embarkment, 
and made faft to the fhore. Captain Bering, a-head of us, ran 
foul of a merchant's bark, and funk in nine foot water clofe to 
Chore. We employed all hands in unloading the cargo, and found 
-ihat, notwithftanding every precaution ufed, the boxes were not 
water proof. The moment the accident happened, the pilot 
leaped overboard, and fwam to fhore. 

At feven in the morning of the i6th, Count Manteuffel went, 
with Dr. Merck^ to fee a remarkable cave, 15 verfts from hence. 

* A yefTel caknlated for accommodating a (amilj, with baggage^ down the Lena. It 
contains three cabins : one at the forecaftle, with a feparate entrance ; one in the midflupt, 
and the other aftem. It is built of boards without a keel, flat bottomed, about 35 to 40 
feet long ; rows and fteers with long fweeps, two men to each \ is fiumiihcd with a nuift, and 
one fquare fail, and named firom itjft^ a board. 

They 
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They returned at two in the afternoon, and gave the followii^ 
account of their expedition. 

The mountain is called Khacharchai by the Burati, and 
the cave is fituated about the middle of the afcent, furrounded 
by large trees of pines and birch.. It is about one yard high^ 
and half a yard wide ; and the outward borders, aa alfo the infide,. 
as far as the eye can reach, are covered with a thick coat of ice. A 
thermometer in the flrade waa 14^ above the freezing point ; while 
another, placed about a fathom within the cai^^e^ ftiaod'4^ below 
it. A pretty ffrefh wind ifTues^ from the" cave^ which^, according' 
to the account of the guide^ freezes all the fummer^ but thaws in 
winter, when a. warm vi4[>ou7 fupplantsthe chilling breeze; Among, 
a great variety of plants neat the place^ the Rhe Rhaponticum h 
the* mod prevalent. About hal£-pa(l thnee^ this afternoon we took; 
leav^ of Count Manteuffel,. who returned to Irkutfk.. 

Mr. Berlng^s^barfc beingrepaTred^.andrerbaded- from two otfiep 
Bark&, whicht were left under the care of Mn Main to wait* the 
drying of the damaged airicles,,Capt<ia. Billing^ immediatdjr pro-^ 
ceeded with, the other four.. 

r {hall not weary die nader^s patience with.a:oircumftantialt 
account of ev^ery day's progrefa; as I mean to ftate, in an ^pen^p- 
dix, every ftage that we pafled^ from Mofix),.nodng:the number 
of houfea,, and. of verAs^, m alfb the time, of our amval and. de-* 
paiture^ 

Cbntihuih^the plan that I at firft adopted, TiKall ^ve a very; 
brief account oCtbi&^river^to avoid fatiguing my reader8,.and tO) 

encoiurage 
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encourage them to follow me thix)ugh all the maz^ft ftf my 
progrefs. 

The Lena takes Us rife from an inconfiderable lake fituated 
between the mountains near the Baikal, about loo miles weft 
fouth-weft of Katfliuga Priftan (wharf). It flows in a gentle ahd 
uninterrupted ftream, though here and there impeded by (hallows 
at a late feafon, to about the diftance of 300 miles from its fource, 
when it decpenb confidefaWy. The direction is Very winding, 
but pretty uniformly eaft north- eaft to Yakutflc, and nearly north 
from thence to its difcharge into the Icy Sea, about the latitude 71^ 
30', and longitude 127^ eaft of Greenwich, feifter a courfe of 3450 
geographical miles. The appearance that it aflumes is continually 
varying; in fome places mountains bound the channel on both 
fides, clothed to the fummit with ftately pines) in others, they 
are barren, projeding into the riv6r, and turning its coutfe ; tak- 
ing fantaftic (hapes, refembling ruins of large buildings, towers, 
and churches 5 the chafms overgrown with hawthorn, currant- 
buftifes^ dog^rofes, &c* la fome ^aces Ifee mountiins retteat in- 
land for mile») forming a back ground to extetifive plains, and 
expofing a miferably built town, furrounded with cornfiekis, gar- 
dens, and pafture grounds, with a few herds of cattle grazing j 
thefe opetttAgs are frequent ait tifteqtlal diftatices Of 5 tb 40 verfts 
from each otheri, ^ahd are al^^ays .oc<:upied by villages afs far as 
Olekmi^ iSboYerfts from KatAuS^a^? all beyortd ia defolatfe, -c^*. 
ctpa a[ few huts Inhabited by convMts^ who htfvi the charge of 
horfes for the poft, and the towns of Pokroffky, Yakutflc-, ahd 
Giganfk. The beft of them is only a colledion of huts inhabited 
by prifefh and thcit attehxiantsi, dfBcers flh4 Oofffeks, Who tfeach 
obedience^ mM roforce tfcie piy tn^ent bi ttibute'frt>m tfeie wander*- 
I ing 
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ingtfibos of Taitar^tliat infefttte neighbourhood, and of whom I 
fhaU have occafioii to fpeak hexaJkev. 

The rivers that flow into the Lena are, 



The Ilga, 
Kppt, 



170 veyfts from Katfhuga. 

469 ■ V ery near the eftuary of this river 
18 ia fait lake, which is very {hallow ; 
and works, the property of the pre- 
fect Kpravink of the diftrid, at which 
one bpiling produces 1080 pounds 
weight of falt« 



Marafcofka, 


- ^oh 


iMakareva* 


6go. 


Klringa) 


778. 


Vitinaa, 


1179. 



-*^Thi$ river flows from a lake eaft 
of the Baikal. It is nearly equal to 
the Lana, in width, depth, and ex<- 
tept ; and is famous for fables, lynx, 
fox, ermine, fquirrel, and deer. 

The fables of this river, and of 
the Momo, which falls into it 300 
verfts from the difcharge, are very 
valuable, and of a fuperior quality. 
Numbers of Tungoofe travel about 
here on the chace. Three verfts up 
this river are the mountains that pro* 
duce talk. I have feen fpecimens 
formerly found, 28 inches fquare, and 
traniparent as glafs : what is now 

found 
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found 18 very fmall^ but perfedlj pel- 
lucid All the windows of thefepar^s 
are glazed with it. 

1202— Alfo famous for the above men- 
tioned animals» and the laft place that 
produces corn. — N. B. Sparrows and 
magpies were not feen further north. 
They only came here about five years 
ago, after the ground had begun to 
be cultivated. 



Nuy6, 
Yerba, 



H75- 



— Here we faw the firft Yakut or 
Sochalar, He was our pilot ; very 
communicative, and good-natured. 
In this neighbourhood the river is 
replete with iflands, having on them 
temporary Tungoofe habitations for 
fifhing. 
Patama, - 1575. 

Gonaghtak, - 1595. 

Olekma, - 1822.T I fliall refer to thefe rivers, and def- 

Aldan, - 2600. > cribe them on a future occadon, in 

Viluye, J an account of the Amur. 

Befides feveral rivers farther north, of no material confequencc. 

Our navigation only extended to the town of Yakutfk, 2390 
verfts from Katfliuga. We arrived in this town the 29th May, at 
feven P. M., and immediately ordered the loaded veflels to crofs 
the river to the plains ; whence the goods are to be forwarded on 
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pack-horfes. The next day the other barks arrived, fafe at the 
above-mentioned place. 

To tranfport the articles that we had with us, and the parties, acrofs 
the uninhabited country to Ochotfk, and to the river Kcyvima, two 
thoufand horfes were demanded of the commandant, or military go- 
vernor, whofe bufmefs it is to enforce the fame by a paper figned 
by himfelf to the court of the interior, or land diftri£t. The Go- 
vernor General of Irkutfk, Jakobi, had clofed a contra<2 with the 
merchant Sibcrakoff for provifions, confiding of flour, peafe, 
grits, oatmeal, meat, butter, fait, vinegar, brandy, &c. an 18 
months fupply for 100 men j and the contrador bound himfelf to 
deliver the fame at Virchnoi Kovima, by the firft day of Auguft 
next. Sail-cloth and raw-hides, for making baidars *, were alfo 
to be delivered by him, loads for more than 2000 horfes. 

The fame gentleman clofed the conlraft for the delivery of pro- 
vifions, &c. at Ochotlk, a three years fupply for 250 men j tallow 
for candles, greafe, pitch, tar, &c. &c. Befides the immenfe 
number of horfes wanted to tranfport the articles mentioned, our 
guns, anchors, cables, cordage, fail-cloth, cloth, and flops, with 
ammunition of all kinds, ftill remained to be forwarded from 
Irkutflc. 

Thefe horfes were to be obtained from the Yakuti inhabiting 
the diftrid of Yakutfle, and the Viluyc. I think it necefllary to re- 
mark, that to every three loaded horfes, a fpare one is allowed ; 
and a guide has charge of only fix under loads, two fpare ones, 

• Baidars arc boats very flat bottomed^ the frames made of twigs, ^nd covered with 
leather : they arc fo h'ght, that four men can carry them with eafe, and are rowed with 
Hx or eight oars, 

E and 
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and one upon which he rides ; fo that where aooo horfes arc 
demanded, 30cx> are emplo/ed. The lefler number is paid for 
at the rate of one copeak a verft per horfe : the average rate of 
travelling is 20 verfts each day. 

I was furprifed at the aftoniftiing adivity that appeared in every 
oflScer civil and military, from the firft to the laft, in volunteering 
to go to fome tribe or other of the Yakuti to procure horfes ; but 
the grand point could not long remain a fecret ; for their excefs 
of zeal (as is the, cafe in mod zealoas meafures) led to an open 
breach between the military and civil government, which lafted 
juft long enough for each to explain the interefted views of the 
other. After they had done this in the mod forcible manner, and 
completely vented their rage, they began to deliberate ; when it 
appeared, that both parties agreed upon the whole, and that the 
extent of the commiflion would admit of a general divifion : fo they 
foon made up their minds to fend fome of each party with official 
authority. Univerfal harmony was immediately reftoredj and 
each commijflioner went with a full refolution to ferve his em/- 
ployer in the bed manner he could^ with propriety to himfelf. 

This was the firft town in which I obferved the officers from the 
higheft to the lowed ranks form the poorer fet of inhabitants-; 
while the Coflack Sotniks *, and Pyat f Defetniks (petty offi- 
cers)^ were the mod affluent. They are chiefly Sinboyarfki J, 
well acquainted with the languages of the Yakuti, Tungoofe, &c. 
and are always employed in offices of trud. Wfc found the bed 
entertainment among them ; at the fame time they appeared the 

* C3mmanders of too. f Commanders of 50. 

X The lowed daft of gentHity^ conferred upon the Siberians- for fome particular achiercy 
meat or difcovcry. 

more 
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more welcome guefts at the habitations of their fuperior officers^ 
where they pay their refpeds ia the moft flattering manner, and 
never experience a refufal in a proper application for an advanta^ 
geous miflion. I had my quarters at the houfe of the com- 
mandant, with Captain Billings. 

In the evening of the 7th June, the firft party was difpatched, 
under the command of Mr. Bakoff, with 136 loaded horfes. 
Captain Lieutenant Hall had the charge of the parties to Ochotfk, 
and Captain Lieutenant Bering of thofe to the Kovima. 

Yakutfk contains 362 wooden houfes, five churches, and a ca- 
thedral. A monaftery is now building, latitude 62° I'jo" north, 
longitude 129° 34' eaft, on a fhallow branch of the river Lena, 
three verfts weft from the main channel {wbicb is four verJIs acrofs\ 
fituated on a low fandy plain, fixty verfts long, in a diredlion 
north- weft, and eleven broad, producing chiefly wormwood, 
thirties, a few flowers, and wild onions ; here and there clufters of 
havrthorn bufttes and oziers, with currants, dog-rofes, and rafp- 
berries. It is bounded to the weft by a ridge of inconfiderable 
but woody mountains, from which the inhabitants obtain fire- 
wood. 

Never was there a town in a worfe fituation than this. The 
branch of the river on which it is built is dry by the middle of 
July, and coniinuQS fo all winter, the inhabitants having to go 
the diftance of three verfts for water. Although the river abounds 
with fifli, they receive their fupplies of that atticle, as alfo of 
meat, from about the Viluye, 400 verfts down the river. Vege- 
tables are brought them from the neighbourhood of Kiringa, 1650 
verfts up the river. 

£ 2 la 
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In the month of June every neceflary of life is brought hither 
down the Lena ; and this is called the Yarmank. During this 
time every trader has permiffion to hire a public {hop, and fell 
his ware ; and this is the time at which the opulent lay in a twelve 
months' ftock ; for at the expiration of the month, the privilege 
of trading is only vefted in the hands of the burghers, who make 
their own prices : thefe confift of five or fix. SiberakofT, the 
contrador, has a houfe here, and at prefent occupies it himfelf, to 
fuperintend in perfon the difpatch of the articles for the expedi- 
tion. During our ftay, he may be faid to have kept open houfe 
for the entertainment of the chief inhabitants and our gentlemen. 

On Tuefday the 9th June we took leave of our friends in this 
city, after a ftay of 10 days, and crofFed the Lena, which is four 
verfts over, to the plains, called the Yarmank, from being the 
general rendezvous for all travellers, traders, and tranfport goods, 
to the caftem and north-eaft parts of the empire. Here are ex- 
tenfive meadows, producing graft in abundance. The moft pre- 
vailing plant that 1 obferved was wild flax, fome with white, and 
feme with blue flowers ; and a remarkable plant which the Ruflians^ 
call Zemlennoi Laudon, or frankincenfe of the earth : this is not 
a gum, but an aromatic root, given to children and to adults for 
pains in the bowels ; its fniell is very like that of fnakeroot, 
though in appearance it is not fo fibrous. Maiden-hair grows in 
abundance, and is colleded, dried, and ufed by the Coffacks in- 
ftead of hops. The Yakuti alfo make ufe of it occafionally, witk 
juice of berries and water, to drink. Some fandy places are over-^ 
grown with horfe-radifli and wild onions. 

On Wednesday the loth June, at nine o^clock in the morning, 
all our baggage and food for the road were loaded on pack-horfes, 
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about five poods on each, and we commenced an equeftrian route. 
Our party confifted of Captain Billings, Dr. Merck, Mr. Robeck, 
Mr. Main, and myfelf, two petty officers, and nine privates, with 
an adequate number of Yakuti to t.ike care of the horfes and 
ferve as guides. We travelled this day 2& verfts, to the'folilary 
habitation of a Yakuts where we halted and pitched our tents for 
the night. The next day we made 49 verfts* 

' On Thurfday the i6th of June we arrived, about eight P. M, 
at the river Amga, or Anga^ which falls into the Aldan, and were 
ferried over to the habitation of a Yakut (who has charge of the 
ferry, in company with a Coflack), 237 verfts from Yakutfk. 
The face of the country hitherto was undulated, confifting of 
w6od, meadows grown with fiiic grafs, and an immenfe diverfity of 
flowers, romantic lakes, fome of them very extenfive and replete with 
iflands ; and here and there a folitary hut, the habitation of fome 
herdfman. We faw and (hot a great number of wild fowl^ ducks^ 
curlews, &c. From the Anga to the river Aldan, we found the 
country rather mountainous, more woody, and bearing lefs grafs. 
Here we arrived on Thurfday the i8th. The weather had been 
extremely hot and fultry all the way from Yakutfk ; but we had 
kere a thunder ftorm, which cooled the atmofphere,. 

The habitations on the north fide of the Aldan confift of four 
huts, one belonging to Coflacks who guard the ferry, the reft to 
Yakuti with horfes. 331 verfts from Yakutsk the river is 500^ 
fathom wide, flowing to the weft,* and well ftocked with fifh, as 
are alfo the neighbouring lakes. The woods abound in wild 
beafts and game ; and the plains are inhabited by very opulent 
Tartars, who poflefs immenfe numbers of horfes and herds of 
cattle. The foulh of the river is bounded by perpendicular 
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mountains 70 fathom high, compofed at the bafe of a hard fandy 
ftone replete with petrified trees, very large, all lying one way, 
the roots north-weft, and the tops in the mountains fouth-eaft. 
Above there is a ftratum of loofe fand-ftones and fmall calcareous 
ihells, with foft greenifli earth that has a tafte like copperas and a 
llrong fmiell, and balls of fulphur. A ftratum follows of a much 
harder ftone, very compaS, and impregnated with oyfter, fcollop, 
and other larger fhells. Another ftratum of petrified fea weeds, 
and wood ; and then a ftratum of fmall mufcle fliells in a very 
hard and compad greyftone, fome of which, when broken, arc 
found to be full of fine cryftals, &c. This mountain is fix verfts 
in length, and about 500 from the neareft fea. Here we found 
and left the firft detachment, to divide into fmaller parties. 

Captain Billings refolved on profecuting his journey to Ochotfk 
with all poffible fpeed ; to accomplifli which, he left all his bag- 
gage with the party here, and only took neceffaries for the road ; 
and in the evening of the 19th we left the Aldan with twenty- 
one horfes. Our party confifted of Mr. Robeck, Dr. Merck, and 
myfelf ; a petty officer, two guides, and an interpreter. We now 
left the fertile and inhabited plains, and got intangled in woody 
mountains and morafles j rivers and torrents rulhing down the 
mountains, and all the produdions of nature changing, except 
the larch and firs, which were now ftunted and ill grown. We 
found large fpots covered with wild rhubarb and rofemary ; Rhe 
Rhaponticum and Ledum Paluftre; juniper, brufti-wood, pinks, 
thyme, &c. The climate equally altered, the air becoming cold 
and raw. 

We arrived at the ford of the Belia Reka (White River) on Sun- 
day the 2 ift of June, at two P. M. j but found too much water to 
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juftify aa attempt to crofs it* We therefore placed a mark in the 
river, and, obferving that it was falling flowly, pitched our tents, 
and the next morning perceived but very little alteration in the 
river* 

Captain Billingd, impatient to proceed, tried in many places to 
crofs ; at laft his horfe got into deep water, and he was forced to 
fwim over. The river is about aoo fathom wide, and the ftreanr 
was about feven knots, at the commetKement of a rapid, over 
large ftones ; but the deep part was not above 15 fathom over. 
I fent him a Yakut guide and an interpreter, with fome dried 
bread, brandy, tea and fugar, and my fmall tent. Dn Merck at- 
tempted to crofs; but the rapidity of the ftream made him fo 
giddy, that he fell off his horfe where the water was only knee 
deep, and returned. A boatfwain's mate, Kopman,*' volunteered, 
whom I permitted to go with a fecond guide, fome fpare horfes^ 
and bed clothes ; and lucky it was that I fent a guide with him,, 
or he and his horfe would have gone down with the current* 
As I was very well mounted; I alfo fwam acrofs fafely, and made 
a good fire, at which we dried and refreftied ourfelves, and pro- 
ceeded. Our party was now reduced to five horfemen in all, and 
nine horfes *, two grey hounds, and a pointer. Our ftock of 
provifions confided of twenty pounds of dried bread, two bottles 
of brandy, with a little tea and fugar, for a journey of 600 verfts 
through an uninhabited country. We experienced great advau* 
tage from travelling with few horfes, as we had lefs difiiculty 
in getting forward ; and a very fmall plat of grafs at once af- 
forded us a halting place for the night, and furnifhed food for 
them. . 

* Cagtain BUlings lelt one of the guides with diredionafor the other parties. 
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On the 23d we croffed a very confiderable mountain called the 
Tiliakdall ; the afcent of which was chiefly up a torrent rufhing 
from it« fummit over large ftones. Here we obferved for the firft 
time the plant called by the Ruffians Piania Trava (Rhododcn- 
^dron Chryfanthum), held in great eftimation by all the different 
tribes of Siberian Tartars, as alfo by the Ruffians, for its efficacy 
in curing rheumatic complaints and old ulcerated wounds, from 
whatever caufe they fpring. It is drank in a flrong deco<^ion in 
a vapour bath, and the wounds are wafhed with it. The moun- 
tain tops are covered with this plant and with the (Pinus Cembra) 
creeping cedar. » 

On Wednefday the 24th of June, at feven A. M. we had a 
heavy fall of fnow, which covered the mountain tops. Not ex- 
pedling fuch a fudden change from the extreme fultry weather that 
we had experienced a few days ago, we were quite unprovided 
for it, having left all our clothing, except nankeen jackets and 
tarowfers, behind with the baggage ; at the fame time the morafTes 
and rivulets prevented our going on foot. 

In croffing a very boggy fpot our guide fung a melancholy 
long, which was thus interpreted : " This is the fad fpot that was 
moiftened by the tears of the venerable Tfhogonnoi. The wor- 
thy old man ! mofl fkilful in the chace, and the conftant protec- 
tor of his friend. ^Twas here that, unable to fupport the fatigues 
of the journey, his companion, his friend, his lafl horfe, fell. He 
fat down by the fide of his lafl horfe, and vented his anguifh in 
the bitterefl of tears : Yes, the bitterefl: of tears ; for he never 
^iled in the duties of a Sochalar *. He never deferved to weep. 

♦ The Yakut! call themfdv^s Socha, and the fibgular is Sochakr. 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO THE EASTERN OCEAN, &c. 33 

(The third day he was relieved by a traveller and affiftcd home).'* 
The name of the place is Tfliogonfioi Utabyta (the tears of Tfho- 
gonnoi). Having crofled this bog, we afcended the mountain 
Unechan, on the top of which, I78 terfls from Aldan, we had a 
(hower of fnow, and were quite benumbed with cold. We crept 
under the Pinus Gembri, made a lire, heated fome water with 
brandy, and refreflied all hands. The clouds foon funk below 
the mountain, and we had a clear fky in defcending its fouth 
fide, where the fun dried our clothes. Here our greyhounds ran 
down feveral hares, which the pointer brought us. A torrent 
rufhes down this mountain flowing about 10 verfls. The Sam- 
mach meets another from the Seven Mountains called the Kunkui, 
which is the fource of the Bella Reka, winding weftward round 
the mountains. 

On the 25th we crpffed the Seven Mountains fo called, though it 
is only one with feven fugar-loaf tops ; but the fummit of each muft 
be crofled, on account of the immenfe ravines on each fide* We 
arrived at three ?• M. at the river Alachune, were ferried over, 
and pitched our tents. About three verfts off* are two folitary 
huts, inhabited by a CoflTac and Yakut, to guard the ferry, and 
to keep fix horfes for couriers. We are here 230 verfts from the 
Aldan. Mountains, bogs, rivers; and fields of continual ice, fuc- 
<:eed each other to Yudomfky Kreft, 200 verfts. Here are three very 
good huts inhabited by Coflacs on the river Yudoma ; alfo Go- 
vernment ftorehoufes, where fupplies are kept for Ochotft till 
winter, when they are forwarded on fledges with dogs. We ob- 
tained here a little bread and fome meat j but, our horfes being in 
very bad condition, we left our boatfwain's mate to wait the ar- 
rival of the firft party. We alfo left our dogs, which were fo 
tired that they could not poflibly proceed any further with us. 

t Moun* 
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Mountaifts and rivers continue to Urak Plotbifha, 90 verfts. 
This was the place where formerly boats were built to convey 
the heavier articles of Captain Bering's expedition down the Urak 
to the fea of Ochotfk and the port. Five miferable huts inha- 
bited by Coffacs, and Government ftorehoufes, occupy a fmall 
place at the foot of barren mountains, from 20 to 60 fathom high, 
replete with Calcedoni, or what Mn Laxman calls the Urak onyx, 
in a mother of greenifh and reddilh grey (lone. The neighbour- 
hood is extremely mountainous, containing a great variety of 
agates ; and many large flones in the river pofTefs petrifad):ic)ns 
and impreflions of large (hells. Some mountains appear compofed 
of jafper or jade. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Arrival at Ocbotjk. — Prefent State of that City. 

We arrived at Ochotfk on Friday the 3d of July, (computing 
the diftance about 1020 verfts from Yakutfk,) and immediately 
faw Mr. SaretfliefF, who informed us that he could not find tim- 
ber fit for fhip-building nearer than 70 verfts up the Ochot ; and 
that he had only two days before fent the fhip-bullders with 47 
hired and government men to feled and fell proper trees as near 
the river-fide as poffible* 

On the 8th July, the tranfport veflel arrived from Izfhiga, bal- 
lafted with black petrified wood exa^ly refembling pit-coal j but 
fire had no efie^ upon it. 

On Sunday the 12th our baggage arrived^ with Meflrs. Ro*- 
beck and Merck, all fafe. They crofled the 'White River the 
evening of the day after our departure without much diflSculty, 
the waters having much abated* 

Toward the evening of the I4ih, appearances indicated a fine 
fucceeding day, according to the prediction of the Lamuti, who 
waited on the commandant, requefting his permiflioa to allow 
them, the Yakuti, and as many of the inhabitants as were willing, 
to go the next morning on a duck-chafe out to fea, and return 
with the flowing tide. The permiffion was made public. 

F 2 Wed- 
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Wednefday the 15th, between three and four o'clock in the 
morning, the weatfher being calm and cloudy, about 50 fmall ca- 
noes, with Lamuti, Yakuti, and a few Ruffians, went out to fea» 
and returned with the tide at noon, driving before them an im- 
menfe number of the fea-duck, called Turpan. When they were 
got into the bay of Kuchtui, about a mile from its difcharge inta 
the feay they were furrounded by more than 200 canoes, drawn 
up in a regular line, forming a crefcent. Thus inclofed, the tide 
left them in about fix inches water,, and all the canoes were 
agrpund. A fignal officer (the policy mafter) appointed by the 
commandant gave the word for a general attack, when a fcene of 
the p[K)ft whimfkal confufion enfued. Men, women, and chil- 
dren, plunged in an inftant into the water ; fome armed with 
fhort bludgeons, and others with firings and nets. While one 
knocked on the head all thsu came in his or her way, others of 
the fame party ftrung or netted them, all hurly burly, huddling 
over each other. No field of battle is fubjeft to fuch a variety 
of incidents and tranfitions. An ill-diredled blow fometimes lights 
on the hand of a friend, inftcad of the head of the foe.' Sud- 
denly the fhrieks, fcolding, and fwearing of the women, and 
wrangling among all, chahge to peals of laughter and merriment ;. 
and the fupplication of the ducks, and the noife of myri^^ds of gulls 
hovering about, form the ftrangeft medley of founds, perhaps, that 
were ever heard. The women caught by far the greater quan- 
tity; and the whole number deftroyed amounted to more than 
fix thoufand five hundred. 

The Turpan is as large as a domeftic duck. Thjs neck ffiort y 
the bill black, Ihort, and narroWf with a callous knob on the 
noftrils. The feathers black, with dark grey fpots. They moult 
all the quill feathers at once, and confequently cannot fly j being 
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driven, therefore, into (hallow water, they are prevented from 
cfFedling their efcape by diving, and become an eafy prey. They 
tafte very fifhy, but make an agreeable change of food for the poor 
inhabitants* When falted and fmoke dried, they are efteemed aa. 
excellent whet, with a dram, before dinner* 

In the evening, a merchant's veflel, belonging to Grigory She* 
Hkoff, under the command of Yefftrat DelarefF, a Greek, arrived 
from the Aleutan iflands, and the north-weft . coaft of America, 
laden with furs. He left Ochotfk in the mohth of July 1781 j 
arrived on the loth Auguft at Bering's ifland, where he pafled 
the winter ; the fecond winter he fpent at Oonalaflika ; the 
winter of 1783 at Prince William's Sound, and the years 1784. 
and 1785 at Unga, an ifland oflf Alakfa. 

Captain Billings's inftrudions recommended his travelling from 
Qchotfk in the tranfport veifel to Izfliiga ; to crofs the country of 
ribie Tfhutfki, and defcend the river Omolon to the Kovima ; but 
it appeared not pradicable for more than two or three in company 
to go this road^ which was rendered ftill more uncertain, , owing 
to the natives being on a doubtful footing of friendfhip with the 
Ruffians* This intelligence was confirmed by reports to Govern- 
uaent brought by the tj^infport veflel that arrived on the 8th 
iri»ftant. 

Major Shmaleff, now in this town, was the commanding offir 
cer at Izftiiga, or Izhiginfk, where he was efteemed to a degree 
of adpratioa by the f^vage neighbours, when a Lieutenant Polo* 
ibjf was feitf thithei' to fuperiijitend the difcipline of the few fo^ 
diers in the garriibn. This man preferred feveral fecret charges 
agwaft the major, ^ who wa» io cooicqucACtf ordered to the go- 
vernment 
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^ernment city of Irkutfk to anfwer them ; but illnefs has pre- 
vented his going farther. 

The Tfliut&i and Koriaki, arriving at Izfhiga after his de- 
parture, made inquiries after their old friend. Receiving no 
fatisfadory accounts, however, and not meeting with the treat- 
ment that they were accuftomed to, they refufed the payment of 
their tribute to the new officer, who infuhed and threatened them. 
They therefore left the place in the night in great difguft, vowing 
revenge againft the deftroyer of their protedor, as they called 
ShmalefF. 

The very heavy complaints on all fides againft PolofofF induced 
the chancery of the Port of Ochotft, under whofe jurifdiftion Iz- 
fhiga ftands, to order him away with the tranfport veflel fent there 
laft ijpring, and to leave the command of the place to a ferjcant ; 
whofe reports foon arrived, reprefenting the neceffity of Major 
ShmaleflTs return to fet matters to rights, and appeafe the wrath 
of the favages, who would not permit a Ruffian to go among 
them* 

PolofofF went immediately to Irkutfk, and, having fpent all his 
money, infmuated himfelf into the acquaintance of Captain Bil- 
lings, who, on a fuggcftion of the governor's, that he might be of 
fervice, engaged him in the expedition, and brought him back to 
liiiB place. 

An old man now rcfiding in this tovm, a native of the Kovima, 
Xobaiheff, who has accompanied feveral expeditions to the Icy 
Sea, reprefented an eafy way to the Kovima by the Amicon, and 
x)fiercd to guide Captaixv BiHings ; ajQTuring him, that the roving 
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Tungoafe oa the road would put him to rights fhould he err. 
The Lamuti or Tungoofe here confirming this intelligence, the 
refplution was taken ; and on the 2 2d July Captain Billings de- 
manded 93 horfes for his conveyance, with baggage, &c. On the 
25th> a courier was difpatched tothe Amicon to procure a change 
of horfes* 

On the ^7th, the laft of our parties arrfved from Yak,utfk, with 
the baggage in pretty good condition. 

On Thurfday the 30th of July, the commandant of this port 
(Lieutenant-Colonel Kozloff Ugreinin) .prefented an official pa- 
per to Captain Billings, reprefenting the variance between the 
Ruffians and the natives near the fort of Izfhiginfk, and recom- 
mending Major Shmaleflf (now here on account of the falfe repre- 
fentations made by Lieutenant Polofoff), to be fent to Izfhiga, on 
the part of the expedition, to regain the friendfhip of the Tihut^ 
Iki and KoriakL - 

Major ShmalellV on application, immediately offered to go^ 
with great affability, and in full confidence of fuccefs. He is near 
60 years of ag^ ; rather above fix foot high, and very, ftout ; but 
has been fome time ill,,. and is ftill rather infirm. His difpofition 
is mildnefs and good nature itfelf ; and no man in the vrorld ever 
bore a better charadlen He offered to fail with the tranfport 
veffel now ready for Izfhiga j and was diredled to fecure two in^ 
tcrpreters and two Coffacks of the Izftiiga command, and^ after 
pacifying the natives, to proceed to Virchni Kovima, and join us 
as foon as poiBble ; which, be (aid, he fuppofed would be about, 
next March^ He was fupplicd with money for his expences^ 
and trinkets for prefcnts. 

Gaptaia^-- 
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• Captain- Lieutenant Hall now received dii^eftions to fuptfflo*. 
lend the buHding of fliips here, inftead of Captain-Lieutenant 
iSaretflieff, tvho was ordered to accompany us. iit departed witli 
Mr. Bdkoff and the party for the Kovima on the ift Auguft ; 
Captain Billings, with Dr. Merck, Mr. Robeck, m/felf, and a 
few attendants, meaning to follow in two or three days : but be-^ 
fore I leave this place, I beg leave to lay before the reader the 
following account of its fituation. 

TJie city of Ochotfk is in latitude 59^ 19' 45", longitude 145° 
16' ; built on a neck of land five verfts long, and from 15 to 150 
fatlom wide, and its direfkion due caft. It is chiefly compofed 
6f faiid^ flirngles, atnd drift wood, the whole thrown up by the 
fiirf. 'rtie fca bounds it io the fouth, the river Ochot to thd 
northj and ita eftoary terminates the neck of land. The town; 
^tuples the ipace of about one verfl in length, contains 132 mi^ 
fcrzhlt wdodea honfes ; a church and belfiy ; feveral rotten 
ftorehoufes ; and a double row of Ihops, badly ftockcd with 
handkerchiefs, filks, cloth, leather, and very bad trinkets ; hams, 
butter, flour, rice, &c. 

. ' The air is unwhqlefome in the extreme, as fogs, mifts, and 
chilling winds, cohftantly prevail, which fo much affedl the pro- 
dnSCs 6( the earth, that nothing grows within five Verfts of the 
fea. Here ftunted and Withered latch-trees commence fcantHy ; 
they thicken at ro vetftSJ at 15 verfts a ridge of incoilfiderable 
mountains are crolTed, which feem fo ftop the eflfeds of the fea 
ai^ ; for trees become ffiotef fi^eable, meadows ndt tmfitquent ; 
mi a ftw indigent iYakuti live^ hereabouts, with a very fmaif 
Aombef of horfes ahd cowsr, chiefly belonging to the tnhat>itantsf 
of .Ochotfk ; who, except two priefts, and the officers of the 
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courts of jufticc, confift of lailors, Coflacks, and their families, 
the mod drunken fet I ever faw ; but, even in their excefles, obe- 
dient, and never infulting to their fuperiors. The fcurvy rages 
here with great violence, owing, perhaps, as much to want of 
attention and cleanlinefs in the inhabitants, as to the climate. 

Fifh is the chief food ^ but the finny tribe appear late, the firft 
gUit of falmon afcendingthe rivers at the latter end of June. Both 
men and women are employed in the fifliery, which they pradife 
with a net about 20 feet long, and three or four broad ; one part 
funk with ftones, while the other is kept afloat by pieces of the 
bark of poplar. The net is pufhed into the river, by means of a 
long pole, while the fiflier (lands on the beach. One perfon fome- 
times has three nets, and catches during a tide from eight to twelve 
hundred. When fiihing is over, they fit down on the beach, 
fplit the fifh, and hang them up to 4ry for a winter's ftock for 
themfelves and their dogs, which are ufed for draft, and each 
houfeholder on an average keeps twenty. 

Every fpring is a time of fcarcity of provifions ; the dogs then be- 
come fo ravenous, that it is not uncommon for them to deftroy one 
another ; and the firft horfes that arrive arc generally torn to pieces. 

On our arrival, we dined with Mr. SaretchefF on cold roaft 
beef, which tafted fo fi(hy, that we thought it had been bafted 
with train oil. In the afternoon we drank tea at the Command- 
ant's : this alfe tafted of fifh ; and when I mentioned it to our 
hoft, he recommended the next cup without cream, which was 
very good. He told me, that the cattle had been fed for the laft 
ten weeks entirely upon the oiFak of fifti, and that the cows pre- 
ferred dried falmon to hay, 
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The harbour is formed by the river Ochot, flowing from the 
weft and north- weft into the fpacious Bay of Kuchtui, 14 verfts 
long, and about four wide ; (hallow, and more than three- fourths 
dry at low water. A river that gives name to the bay falls into 
its north-eaftern extremity under the Mariakan mountains. Thefe 
two rapid torrents, at their jundlion, are continually fporting with 
the banks, removing fome, enlarging others, and throwing up 
new ones: the beds of the rivers are compofed of loofe pebbles, 
from about the fize of a pigeon's egg to that of a fwan's. The 
main channel of the Ochot is only navigable for fraall empty 
veflTels one mile upwards ; for in many places the depth, is only 
one-half to two and a half feet,* or fix to eight feet at high water^ 

The communieation with the fea has the appearance of an ar- 
tificial cut 250 fathom wide, about 150 long, in a diredion due 
fouth, and from fix to feven fathom deep : the current three to 
five knots ripling. The fudden check that the ftream receives from 
the fea is the caufe of a bank in the form of a crefcent, fouth fouth- 
weft, and weft, the diftance of a mile and half out : a bar continues 
to extend weftward, leaving a channel five feet deep at low water 
oirfy, 30 fathom wide, but frequently fhifting ; and this is the only 
navigable paflage. A very violent fiirf conftantly breaks over the 
bar, and all along the (hore. At the time of the equinodial gales, 
the fpray wets the houfes af the town, and feems to threaten the 
deftrudion of the whole place. Shoal water continues out to 
ha, ; and at the diftance of eight mUes, the depth is only 10 fa- 
thom, with a bottom of loofe ftones, not compad enough to hold 
an anchor againft even a moderate breeze of wind. 

Such is the pidure of a place where we purpofe building two> 
fliips of 260 to 800. tons burthen ! 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

^^parture Jrom Ocbotjk. — The Tungoofe d^fcribed.^^Amicon.^^ 
Tarin UracL-^Zq/biver/k. — Vircbni Kovima. 

JN the evening of the 3d of Auguft we left Ochotfk, and tra- 
velled about eight verfts, when we halted. "Kopman, the boat- 
fwain's mate, who fwam over the Belaia Reka to Captain Billings, 
in crofling a fmall branch of the Ochot, which led to our halting 
place, fell from his horfe, and was drowned ; nor could we then by 
any means find his body. It was, however, difcovered a few 
days afterwards by a Yakut ; the head much bruifed, and a fowl- 
ing piece, which was flung over his ftioulder, bent : probably in 
his fall he had got entangled with the horfe's legs. The next 
day we came to the fpot where our people were cutting timber^ 
near Mundukan, a branch of the Ochot, in a grove of fizeablc 
larch. 

On the 7th, at noon, we forded the Ochot, and arrived at the 
difcharge of the river Ark, among the fummer habitations of the 
Tungoofe, who treated us with berries, and the women enter- 
tained us with a dance. 

On the 9th we crofled the Aglikit, on the borders of which, at 
the foot of a mountain called the Ooyega, are ten fummer huts in- 
habited by Tungoofe. Captain Billings, defirous of getting for- 
ward with all poflible fpeed, obtained from them 22 rein-deer, 
and halted the next day to refrefli our horfes j the neighbourhood 
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producing plenty of good grafs : we are -here 200 verfts north 
north- weft of Ochotfk. 



On the nth I received difpatchcs for Captain Lieutenant Be- 
ring, at Virchni Kovima, defiring him to proceed from thence to 
Seredni, and colleft timher to build three floops for navigating 
the Icy Sea ; if, upon enquiry, there appeared a probability of 
procuring wood j if not, to ftay at Virchni* 

Having with me the (hip-builder and my fervant, at three P. M. 
I left the party^ mounted on a beautiful young rein-deer ; the 
faddle placed on its fhoufders, without ftirrups; no bridle, but a 
leather thong about five fathom long tied round the head of the 
(Jeer ; this is kept in the rider^s left hand, that he may prevent its 
cfcape if he falls, and, when refrefhing, have a little fcope to fe- 
ie£t its food. A ftrong ftick about five feet long affifts the rider 
to mount ; though the Tungoofe, for this purpofe, ufe their bow j 
Handing on the right fide of the deer, they put the left leg upon 
the faddle, lean- on the ftick with the right hand, and fpring up 
with aftoniftiing apparent eafe : we, however, could not effedf it 
by any means without affiftance ; and, during about three hours- 
travelling, 1 dare fay that we fell near tweilty times. The top of 
the faddle is fquare and flat, projeding a few inches over the fide? 
of the deer J the feat is' fecured by drawing up the calves of the 
legs toward the thighs, and clinging faft to the projedihg parts of 
the faddle, which at firft caufes aftoniftiing pain to the thighs :. 
by the third^ day, however, I became a very expert ridfep j the 
fliipbuilder could not manage it at all, and went for the moft 
part on foot; of courfe my travelling was not very expe- 
ditiQuS.. 
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' Oft the 1 6th of Auguft we crofled a very lofty mountain, called 
the Oorakantflia, about half way up the afccnt of which is a 
plain, with an extenfive lake. The paflage over this mountain 
is very difagreeable, up a ravine, down which' a noify torrent 
takes its way among mafles of ftones, with tremendous overhang?- 
ing rocks. We laboured twelve hours in croffing it,, and found it 
extremely barren, nor producing a blade of grafs ; but in one 
place was a fmall bed or two of mofs, where we refreflied our 
deer for about a quarter of an hour. This is one of the Vircho 
Yanfki chain of mountains, remarkable for being the fource of the 
Ochot, Indigirfca, lydoma, and Mayo rivers^ and diftant from 
Ochotfk 415 yerlls. I compute its fituation from the reckoning 
that I kept of courfe and time, latitude 62P 10', longitude 144? 
eaft of Greenwich* 

This chain has a diredion nearly eaft and weft, extending 
about two degrees north and fouth ; though fome branches ap- 
pear from the latitude of 61° to nearly 67^ north. 

On the 17th r overtook the courier that was difpatched the- 
25th of July from Ochotfk, and foon difcovered that he had 
been making^ a trading trip among the Tungoofe. I therefore 
fent him to feek for hdrfes- among the neighbouring Yakuti,, 
agreeable to his^ orders* 

On the zoth I arrived at the Atnicon; which isthe nameof the 
chief fource of the Ingigirka^ onthe borders of which are built 
two Ruffian Irbas, inhabited by Coffacs, who are charged with 
the care of poft-horfes, or rein-^deer, for travellers, this being the. 
winter road from Yakutfk to Ochotfk;, latitude 6;^"^ s'y.iongU- 
tude 145"^. 
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This neighbourhood contains, within the circumference of 30 
vcrfts, about 20 inhabited Yakut huts. The face of the country 
is moderately leveil for about 90 verfts, interfperfed with mea- 
dows and groves of larch, poplar, afp, birch, and alder, with un- 
derwoods of black and red currants, dog-rofe, and rafpberry. The 
fituation is well calculated for the Yakuti ; for, placed beyond the 
reach of intruding vifitors, they pafs their time in favage indo- 
lence, and, like the bears, their neighbours, are only roufed from 
their lethargy by the abfolute calls of nature, when they prowl 
about in queft of animals. The verges of the mountains that 
bound the plains are infefted with bears, lynxes, wolves, foxes, elks, 
deer, hares, fquirrcls, and fome fables. The meadows fupport 
their immenfe numbers of cattle and horfes, and the rivers and 
lakes abound in fi(h and wild fowl ; fo that a trifling eflfort is 
fufiicient to fupply every want that they are fenfible of. 

I took leave of my Tungoofe and their rein-deer, and declare that 
1 did fo with regret ; for I was now an adept in riding, and found 
them more eafy and agreeable than horfes ; but, above all, I was 
enchanted with the manly adivity of my guides, their inde- 
pendence, and contentment. Satisfied with the limited produc- 
tions of nature, where nature itfclf feems to forbid the approach 
of mankind, their aftoni(hing fortitude, keeping in full force every 
lively fenfation of the mind, and furmounting all difficulties, un- 
til they obtain the interefting objeft of their purfuit, infpired 
me with an ardent defire to participate in . their dangers and de- 
lights. I pronounce them " great Nature's happy commoners ;'* 
for they are 



-** As frfc as Nature firfl form'd man. 



•* Ere the bafc laws of fcrvitudc began, 

^ When wild ia woods the noble favage ran.' 
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' The romantic defolation of the fcenes that frequently furroundcd 
me, elevated my foul to a perfedt convidion that man is the 
lord of the creation. I confidered the dependence of the inhabi- 
tants of great cities, neceflitated to fupply the luxiu-ious, opulent, 
but ftill more dependent, as the greateft and moft fubmiffive hu- 
mility that refinement can impofe upon man, checking his hofpi- 
tality, and baffling all his hopes of mutual and reciprocal enjoyment, 
which is the bafis of fociety, and the only fource of happinefs. 

The Tungoofe wander over an amazing extent of ground, from 
the mouth of the Amour to the Baikal Lake, the rivers Angara, 
or Tungoofka, Lena, Aldan, Yudoma, Mayo, Ud, the fea coaft 
of Ochotlk, the Amicon, Kovima, Indigirka, Alafey, the coaft of 
the ley Sea, and all the mountains of thefe parts ; conftantly on^ 
the look-out for animals of the chafe* They fcldom refide more 
than fix days in one place, but remove their tents, though it be to 
the fmall diftance of 20 fathom, and this only in the fifhing fea- 
fon, and during the time of colleding berries in fuch folitary 
places as are far diftant from the habitation of Coflacs*. Here* 
they leave their fupplies of dried fiOi and berries, in large boxes 
built on trees or poles, for the benefit of themfelves and their 
tribes in travelling during the winter. Berries they dry by mix* 
iiig diem with the undigefted food {lichen) out of the ftomach of. 
the rein-deer, making their cakes, which they fpread on the bark 
of trees, and dry upon their huts in. the fun. or. wind.. 

They feem callous to the effeds of heat or cold ; their tents- 
are covered with {hamoy, or the inner bark of the birch,. 
^ which they render as pliable as leather, by rolling it up, and 

* Thcj i^jy that their tents contract a difagrceabk fmeU from remaining long in one place. 
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keeping it for fome time in the fteam of boiling water and 
fmoke. 

Their winter drcfs is the Ikin of the deer, or wild ftieep, drefled 
with the hair on ; a bread-piece of the fame, which ties round 
the neck, and reaches down to the waift, widening towards the 
bottom, and neatly ornamented with embroidery and beads ; pan- 
taloons of the fame materials, which alfo furnifli them with fliort 
ftockings, and boots of the legs of rein-deer with the hair out- 
wajrd J a fur cap and gloves. Their fummer drefs only differs 
in being fimple leather without the hair. 

They obtain fupplies of food from the Ruffian inhabitants of 
the Amicon, Indigirka, Uyandina, Alafey, Kovima, Zafhiverfk, 
Ochotfk, &c» They are religious obfervers of their word, 
pundual and exad in traffic ; fome few are chriftened j but the 
greater part are Demonolatrians, have their forcerers, and facrifice 
chiefly to evil fpirits. 

An unchriftened Tungoofe went into one of the churches at 
Yakutlk, placed himfelf before the painting of Saint Nicholas, 
bowed very refpedlfuUy, and laid down a number of rich fkins, 
confifting of black and red foxes, fables, fquirrels, &c. which he 
took out of a bag. On being afked why he did fo, he replied, 
♦* My brother, who is chriftened, was fo ill that we expeded 
** his death. * He called upon Saint Nicholas, but would have no 
*^ forcerer, I promifed, that if Nicholas would let him Jive, I 
^* would give him what I caught in my firft chafe. My brother 
" recovered, I obtained thefe fkins, and there they are." He 
th^n bowed again, and retired* 

They 
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They commonly hunt with the bow and arrow, but fomc have 
rifle-barreled guns. They do not like to bury their dead, but 
place the body, drefled in its beft apparel, in a ftrong box, and 
fufpend it between two trees. The implements of the chafe be- 
longing to the deceafed are buried under the box. Except a for- 
cerer is very near, no ceremony is obferved ; but in his prefence 
they kill a deer, ofl!er a part to the demons, and eat the reft. 

They allow polygamy ; but the firft wife is the chief, and is 
attended by the reft. The ceremony of marriage is a fimple pur- 
chafe of a girl from her father ; from 20 to 100 deer are given, 
, or the bridegroom works a ftated time for the benefit of the bride*s 
father. The unmarried are not remarkable for chaftity. A man 
will give his daughter for a time to any friend' or traveller that he 
takes a liking to ; if he has no daughter, he will give his fervant, 
but not his wives. 

They are rather below the middle fize, and extremely adive ; 
have lively fmiling countenances, with fmall eyes ; and both 
fexes are great lovers of brandy. 

I afked my Tungoofe, why they had not fettled places of refi^ 
dence ? They anfwered, that they knew no greater curfe than to 
live in one place, like a Ruffian, or Yakut, where filth accumu- 
lates, and fills the habitation with ftench and difeafe. 

They wander about the mountains, and feldom villt fuch plains 
as are inhabited by the Yakuti ; but frequently refort to the fo- 
litary habitations of the Coffacs appointed to the different ftagee, as 
they are there generally fupplied with brandy, needles, thread, and 
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fuch trifles as are requifite among them and their women^ who 
always accompany them in their wanderings. 

Auguft 20. Immediately upon my arrival at Amicon, I fent for 
five horfes for my party and baggage, including one for the guide^ 
and alfo begged that a change might be procured for the party 
with Captain Billings. I was informed, that a Sinboyarfk of 
Yakutfk, who accompanied fome of Siberakoff^s contraded pro- 
vifions, had obtained two days ago 6;^ horfes ; and that upwards 
of 200 had been lately fent from this neighbourhood to aflift the 
party from Yakutfk under the command of Captain-Lieutenant 
Bering ; fo that but very few remained ; and I concluded that the 
party which I left would be but badly fupplied. 

On Friday the 2 ift Auguft, at noon, I obtained five horfes, 
and proceeded on my journey. On the 23d, in the morning, I 
arrived at a place called Tarin Urach, an extenfive plain, replete 
with lakes and woods, the habitation of feveral Yakuti. Here I 
found the Sinboyarfk from Yakutfk, with Siberakoff's provifions. 
His name was Ivan Yefimoff; and he, with the inhabitants, per- 
fuaded me to float down the Indigerka on a raft, to the habitation 
of the Yakut prince, Nicolai Samfonoff, where I could be fup- 
plied with horfes, and proceed on a good and ftrait road to Virch- 
ni Kovima. They aflured me, that it was the fhorteft road, not 
obftruded either by rivers or mountains ; and that fuch travellers 
as required but few horfes always took this route, which did 
not produce grafs enough for caravans, or great parties. 

I was offered four men to take me to the Yakut prince's ; and 
told, that, if I chofe it, they would get me two fmall rafts im- 

I mediately. 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO THE EASTERN OCEAN, &c, 51 

mediately. I agreed to this, and the next morning, at nine 
o'clock, embarked,' made 70 verfts by dark, and pitched my tent 
in a wood near fome tremendous rocky mountains. The night 
was windy and rainy ; and the howling of wolves at no great 
diftance prevented our getting much fleep. In the afternoon of 
the 26th, we arrived in the neighbourhood of the prince's habi- 
tation, to which we walked, and found him extremely drunk ; 
fo that it was with difficulty I obtained two horfes to fend for 
my baggage. 

The next morning, at a very early hour, I awakened the prince, 
who apologifed for having been drunk, declared that he had no 
horfes at home, nor any man except an old fellow ; and that 60 
horfes and all his men ha\l been fent about ten days ago to Cap- 
tain Bering's party at the Momo. He told me, that the feafon 
was too far advanced for me to travel the road pointed out ; but 
that there was a probability of fuccefs on the way that Mr. Be- 
ring had taken from the river Momo. 

Friday the 28th, at nine o'clock in the morning, I obtained 
horfes, and immediately proceeded on my jburney to the Momo, 
which we crofled on Sunday the 30th ; the country being gene- 
rally level, with abundance of brufh-wood. This morning we 
faw upwards of 20 hares, and arrived towards evening at the 
habitation of an unchriftened Yakut chief, named Choratin, a 
very hofpitable man, who faid that Captain Bering had pafled 
the Momo on the i6th, and loft feveral horfes in croffing the 
river } but that now this road was not paflable, and no other 
way was left for mc to go than through the town of Zafhiverfk, 
whither he would condu^ me himfelf. 
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. I was extremely foT^7 to get fo much to the north-w^ft of -the 
place of my deftihatiori ; bqt, as there was no mode of avoiding' 
it, Iwas compelled to fubmit. - . , 

• We profecnted our journey the next morning, and arrived at 
Zafhiverik on the 3d of September at noon. I made immediate 
application to the mayor (Mr. SamfonofF) for his afliftance, not 
only regarding my travelling the beft way, but with refpe£t to 
provifions, mine of evecy kind being completely exhaufted in the 
morning, and I hoped here to procure a fmall fupply, Mrs.. 
SamfonofF gave me fqme tea, fugar, and bread, out of a very 
fmall ftock of their own. They were very happy to fee ar 
European, the firft (except a general in exile) that they had be- 
held for four years j and their behavidur was extremely polite* 
and kind. ... 

This town contains one church, five ifba's, or Ruffian houftsj 
and 21 huts, on a boggy point of land running mto the fndigirka*. 
The oppofite fhores are barren perpendicular mountains, pro- • 
ducing in ravines here and there a ftunted brch-trce, as defcribed 
ip the annexed Engraving. Its fituatiori I compute in-Jatitude' 
66^ 30 lioilth, longitude ^42^ 10' eaft. The inhabitants confift- 
of the mayor 2ind his wife ; the captain of the diftrift* aadhiB 
wife,: now refiding (for the fake'of fifhing) 40 verRs down the 
Indigirka; two priefts^ brothers, and their attendants j two writers; 
and all the reft are. Coffacs. 

The mountains embay the. town eaft, fouth, and weftj fo that 
the fun is only vifible, three hours and 30 minutes at this feafon ; 
from the 12th November till the 6tb January O, S. it is hid^ and 
the place is enveloped in night, 

* ^ ' On 
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On the 4th, at five P. M., we left Zafhiverfk upon the fame 
fiorfes that brought us, but With two guides. The next day we 
oroiTed the Indigirka at the ferry called Samondran, 40 verfts 
from the town. A. little to the north of this place we obferved 
th^^^branch- of the Virchoyanfki chain. terminate by low and de- 
tached mountains ; the Ardic flats fucceeded, which are very 
boggy, except here and there an elevated fpot producing a clutter 
of ftunted larch-trees, oziers, and alders ; the other parts are oc- 
cupied by an immenfcchain of lakes, all joining by narrow runs,. 

On the i3tK we arrived^ at three ihhabited Ruffian ifba's on the 
river Uyandina, near its difcharge into the Indigifka, about the 
latitude 67^^ 45^-, and longitude 148^ ^s'. Thefe people carry on^ 
a trifling trade with the wandering Tiingoofe, and the Yakuti, 
that go in queft of mammont's tulka, giving in return dried fifh,, 
and fl;bur, with. fome. articles of drcfs and ornaments. 

Near this place we rccroflfedthe Indigirka, and travelled nearly 
eaft to the Alafey mountain^ which I eftimate in latitude 67^ 8\ 
longitude 153^ 10' ; from hence our road led .nearly fouCh ;thc 
country became more unetven^ and better wooded, to Virchni 
Kovima^ where I arrived on the 28th September, after fuffering 
innumerable hardihipe in thisroimdabout road, and. being the 
laft 16 days without either bread or fait,, living merely . on dried 
fifh of bad quality^ . 

Captain Billings had arrived on the 8th, and all his party a 
few days after him. Captain Bering was here only four days 
before him ;. but part of his convoy were not yet arrived, though 
they left Yakutfk on the 1 6th of June. Theglafs was now 18^ 
below the freeing point, of Reaumur, and all the rivers were 
frozen over fufliciently to fuppbrt horfes. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Meeting of the Command^ under ctrcumjlances of difficulty. — Re-- 
Jiedlions. — Ttftt the Tukagiri. — Occupations on our return. — 
Vircbni Kovimjkoi and its Inhabitants defcribed. — Cojfacs. 

JrlowEVER happy I confidered myfelf on rejoining my compa- 
nions, the profpe<fl that it opened to my view was truly melan- 
choly. No provifions had arrived, although the contrador's time 
for the delivery was ftipulated at fartheft for the ift of Auguft. 
The flock that we had was infufRcient for the road j and the in- 
habitants, confiftiag of ^ght males, were in a miferable fituation 
themfelvesj for, not expeding fuch a number of vifitors, they 
had not made any preparation for them, and had only fecured a 
fcanty winter's fupply of fifli for their own ufe. To add to the 
general calamity^ the rivers and lakes were now deftitute of fifti. 
The habitations were five half decayed ifba's, and one extenfivc 
hut, befides a chafovnoi (houfe of prayer), which neceffity 
compelled us to convert into barracks. Two earthen huts 
were immediately conftruded, one for our Izfhiga Goflacs, who 
wiflied to live together j the other I took, with Meflrs. Main and 
Varonin. Two ftieds alfo were eredted j one for our inftrumcnts, 
&c the other to ferve as a work-fhop for our (hipbuilders ; 
thefe were covered with fail- cloth. We alfo built i fmithy. 

Captain Billings fent all the horfes that he could colled to fetch 

in fuch provifion as might be found fcattered about the roads and 

woods, by the falling of Siberakoff's horfes, and at no great 

diflance. 
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On the 2 2d of Odober, the kft of the party, under Captain 
Bering's charge, with baggage, &c. arrived, which in^creafed our 
number of working hands to 78, exclufive of Yakuti. Every ar- 
ticle was more or lefs damaged, and many things were loft and 
left behmd at different places, where the pack-horfes had died of 
fatigue and want of food. Soon, however, we were relieved by 
frequent arrivals of flour and butter. 

On the 26th the fmithy was finiflied, and a travelling forge 
erefted, which we had brought with us. Timbers were prepar- 
ing for building a vefTel of 50 feet keel, and every thing going 
on with the greateft alacrity, although numberlefs diflSculties were 
to be furmounted, and all hands reduced to a forry pittance of 
bread and faft. Notwithftanding all this, a fpirited and de- 
termined refolution exifted every where. The Yakuti within 
150 verfts fupplied horfes to drag the felled timber three verfts 
up the river Yafafhnoi to the iheds. Wiers were made and 
placed in the river to enfnare the finny fry ; but none made their 
appearance until the 29th, when 45 large' nalime were caught, 
and the next day 60, which afforded great refrcihoient. 

With the month of November the weather can>e in almoft in-, 
fufferably cold j the thermometer indicated from 32^ to 37^ and 
41^ below o of Reaumur; mercury proved of no ufe in meafur* 
ing the degrees of cold beyond 324.° ; but our fpirit thermometer 
never froze. I (hall take the liberty to infert here our thermo- 
metrical remarks for eight days, with one of Mr. Morgan's, filled 
with fpirits. 

^ Nor^, 22. 
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At 37^ it was almoft impoffible to fell timber, which was as 
hard as the hatchet, except it was perfedly dry; and in the 
greateft feverity the hatchets, on ftriking the wood, broke like 
glafs. Indeed it was impoffible to work in the open air, which 
compelled us to make many holidays much againft our incli- 
nation. 

The effeds of the cold are wonderful. Upon coming out of a 
warm room, it is abfolutely neceflary to breath through a hand- 
kerchief; and you find yourfelf immediately furrounded by an 
atmofphere, arifing from breath, and the heat of the body, which 
inclofes you in a mift, and confifts of fmall nodules of hoar ice. 
Breathing caufes a noife like the tearing of coarfe paper, or the 
breaking of thin twigs, and the expired breath is immediately 
condenfed in the fine fubftance mentioned above. The northern 
lights are conftant and very brilliant ; they feem clofe to you, 
and you may fometimes hear them fhoot along ; they afliime an 
amazing diverfity of (hapes ; and the Tungoofe fay, that they are 
fpirits at variance fighting in the air. 

I Our 
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Our fiftiing continued, but gradually decreafed after the firft 
four days ; and with the month of November the fifti nearly left 
us, reducing us again to bread and water. At times, indeed, a 
few were caught till the middle of December. 

We laad now and then fupplies of flour arriving, and by the 
end of the year the quantity received amounted to 2042 poods ; 
but, not having ovens enough to bake bread for all hands, the ge- 
nerality of them ufed to boil the flour, and eat it with fifli-oil. 

• 
Toward the end of the year the fcurvy made its appearance, 
though not in a dangerous degree, and afl^eding but a very fmall 
number. The cold increafed to 43°, which froze our Aftracan 
trandy. .By Chriftmas, we had the keel laid of a veflel of 50 
feet, and refolved upon building another of 36- feet, with boats. 
The leather bags which contained our flour were appropriated to 
the purpofe of making a baidar ; there now exifting no probabi- 
lity of Siberakoflf's delivering hides for that purpofe. ^ 

Our working hands were increafed by 16 Coflacs from Neizflini 
Kovima, fent by the commander of that place, making the num- 
ber 94, exclufive of officers. The poor horfes employed in drag- 
ging timber from the woods exhibited fuch a pidture of mifery as 
perhaps never before exifted ; they were fed with brufh-wood 
and the tops of willows, having neither grafs nor hay. They 
feldom worked longer than a fortnight, then tired and died. 

Our only happinefs was derived from general harmony among 
ourfelves, and a refolution to overcome every difficulty, to fecure 
the means of leaving this worft of all places in the world, as foon 
as th^ ice of the rivers fhould break up, and aflford us a paflagc. 

Animated 
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Animated by this fpirit, notwithftanding the feverity of the wea- 
ther, every thing went on with amazing fuccefs. Our joy was 
increafed, by obtaining for the Chriftmas holidays a fupply of 
meat from fome Yakut chiefs who vifited us ; and it was doubled 
toward the clofe of the year by a profpeft of better times. 

A man who rolls in affluence, and knows neither cares hot 
forrows, can hardly feel for thofe of others, and is of all people in 
the world the leaft qualified for pious deedsi Let him but vifit 
thefe regions of want and mifery ; his riches will prove an eye* 
fore, and he will be taught the pleafure and advantage of prayer. 
Let the advocates for the rights of man come here to enjoy them ; 
for this is the land of liberty and equality ! Nor will the Direiftory 
of the Great Nation, with all their great generals, ever poflefs ic 
in perfeftion until they have reduced their country to the inde- 
pendent ftate of this part of the globe ; where a man fees and 
feels that he is a man merely, and that he can no longer exift^ 
than while he can himfelf procure the means of fupport. 

Our diftrefs, and hopes of relief from tha mercy of heaven, led* 
us one and all to devotion on the firft day of January 1787 : and 
never was a faft-day in England more devoutly pafTed in prayer 
for plenty ; for there never exifted there, nor ^ver will, I hope; 
fuch a fcarcity*. 

The Yakut chief who had fupplied us with horfes was this day 
rewarded for his attention and lofles, by the prefent of a filver- 
medal, which was fattened about his neck with proper ceremony. 

We had the fun at this time three hours above the horizon, yet 
the cold by no means decreafedj now and then,. however, we 

12 made 
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made a trifling excurfion, and were charmed with the appearance 
of partridges and hares, which induced us to fend out our jagers 
for the benefit of the community ; but they were not very fuc- 
cefsful. 

On the 14th of January Captain Billings propofed a vifit to the 
Yukagiri (who refide about 50 verfts from hence), to fee their 
manners and cuftoms, and procure a vocabulary of their language* 
He was accompanied by Dr. Merck, Mr. Robeck, our drawing- 
mafter, and myfelf j and we were conveyed on narti * drawn by 
dogs. 

This method of travelling did not anfwer my expedation. We 
had 1 3 half-ftarved dogs to each fledge, which contained very 
little baggage ; and I kept pace with them, walking the greateft 
part of the way on fnow-ftioes. We were nine hours on the 
road ; " but about midway we made a halt to eat fome raw frozen 
falmon, which I thought excellent, although it was the firft time 
that I had ever taken my fifli* drefl'ed by a 30^ froft ; nor had I 
any other fauce than fait and hunger. 

We arrived pretty late in the evening, and put up at the hut of 
the chief; a man fo remarkably ftupid, that he could not tell us how 
many children he had till he called their names over, bending a 
finger to each ; and, after all, they were only five daughters and 
two fons. The whole number of inhabitants was 27 males and 
23 females, including children. 

After having taken a refrefliment of tea, with bread and butter, 
eight of the young women of the village came to entertain us 

• Thefe are a kind of long fltdgcs, very nanow and low. 

with 
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with fongs and dances to a flrange inharmonioira monotony of 
found ; arid their aftion was an uninterefting difplay of their 
manner of hunting, Ikinning, and dreffing the fkins of aiiimals* 

The next morning we began to make our obfervations ; but 
found that all their old cuftoms were abolifhed, and that the race 
was almoft extindi. They call thcmfelves Andon Domni, and 
are ignorant who gave them the name of Yukagir. They are ia 
tribes, and, befides this place of refidence, have villages near the 
eftuaries of the rivers Indigerka, Yana, and Alafey. Their cut 
toms were like thofe of the Tungoofe, with whom they live in 
great friendfliip, and fome of the tribes intermarry. The whole 
nation comprifes only about 300 males^ as wars with the T{hut- 
fki and Koriaks have fwept off great numbers, the fmall-pox ftill 
more ; and the venereal difbafe now feems engrafted among them, 
as if finally to eradicate the race. They refide at thefe habitations 
from the middle of December till the middle of February, while 
the weather is too fevere for the chafe j alfo in June and July, 
being the fiftiing feafon. They frequent the fources of the Ko- 
vima and Yafaftinoi in queft of deer and wild beads, which they 
float in rafts to their dwellings^ or bring in narti with dogs. They 
fpeak Ruflian very well, which enabled me to take a good voca- 
bulary of their language. Their drcfs is now the fame as the 
Ruffians of thefe parts : it was formerly like that of the Tungoofe, 
whofe tailors they ftill remain, embroidering the ornamental parts 
of their cloathing, for which they receive in return articles of 
drefs, (kins, or furs. The Yukagiri call the Tungoofe Erpeghi, 

On the 18th January we returned to our dwellings, and found 
every thing going on with aUcrity. We fet our coopers to ftave- 
making, and began building boats and one baldar. 

13 At 
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At the commencement of the month of February, the weather 
during the day began to be more moderate* On the 4th, we 
fent a foldier to Seredni, or the Middle Kovima, to bake bread for 
,the enfuing fummer ; and a cooper to Ncizftini, to make calks : we 
alfo fent LobaflikofF, a Coflac Sotnik well acquainted with thefe 
parts, to purchafe the meat of rein-deer of the inhabitants or 
wandering tribes about the Omolon j he was furniftied with fait 
to preferve it, and with money, tobacco, and trinkets, for the 
purpofe of barter. 

Not having any agent at Irkutik for the purpofe of difpatching 
the articles that ftill remained to be forwarded to Ochotfk for the 
expedition, it was thought neccflary to fend Captain-Lieutenant 
Bering to fuperintend this bufinefs. He left this miferable place 
on the 1 2th February, and took commiffions from every oflSicer 
for private fupplies of neceifaries, both of food and raiment* 

The fcurvy gained ground upon our people, affeding their 
joints, and contrading them, particularly the legs. A deco£tioa 
of the Pinus Cembra was ufed, and alfo fweetwart and quafs, and 
with fuccefs. 

In the month of March we had our veffels in a great ftate of 
forwardnefs, and were warping planks for iheathing.. The days 
were pleafant, but the night-frofts continued from 20^ to 32^. On 
the 1 2th day of the month the fnow-larks made their appearance, 
to my great joy, for they afforded me many a good dinner. 

On the ill of April, Captain Billings pitched his aftronomical 
tent*. On the 8th, a Yakut arrived, with 14 fmall calks of but- 
ter, which had wintered on the road ; but brought no news of 

any 
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any more of SiberakoflTs contradcd articles^ We were now 
making fails ; and a rope- walk was at work by the 20th. 

On the 29th, fwans were obferved flying to the north ; on the 
23d, geefe ; on the 26th, ducks ; and toward the end of the 
month we obtsdned abundant fupplies ; among which, we now 
and then obferved a fmall-fized goofe quite white. The fcurvy 
entirely left us as foon as we returned to the ufe of folid food. 

The I ft of May, at four A. M. we had 22^ of froft ; and at eight 
A. M. 23^ of heat in the fun. Our people were now employed 
in caulking and preparing rigging for both veffels, and mak* 
ing oars and fweeps for the boats. Some hands were fent to 
ftioot birds, hares, &c. which were in great plenty, and not very 
fliy. 

AH appearances were now as favourable as they had lately 
been difcouraging ; and perfe£fc health, good fpirits, and fatisfac^ 
tion, appeared in every countenance ; when an accident, for the 
moment, threatened the worft of confequences. On the 14th, a 
little paft midnight, we were alarmed by a fir^ breaking out at 
the dweliing of our mechanic, only a few yards from the fpot 
where our veffels lay on the ftocks, quite ready for launching ; 
and thefe were with the greateft difficulty faved. All the brandy 
that had hitherto arrived for the ufe of the expedition, which 
con^ftcd of 51 ankers, and was depofited in a ftore-room adjoin- 
ing to the houfe, was oonfumed. This accident was caufed by 
the careleffnefs of the inhabitant, who had made a fire-place in 
the entry clofe to the wooden waH, where he drefled his fupper, 
and left the fire burning. 

On 
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On the i5tb, the ice of the river Yafaflinoi began to move^ 
and the following day it floated with the dream. 

On the 17th, we launched the larger veflel, and called her 
The Pallas^ as a mark of the refped we bore to the very learned 
Doftor of that name, who was the chief caufc of the expeditioa 
taking place ; though the original fuggefter of it was the Reve-» 
rend William Coxe, A. M. F. R. S. author of " An Account of 
the Ruffian Difcoveries between Afia and America,** and of many 
other valuable works, too well known to require mention in this 
place. 

The water of the river had rifen 12 feet perpendicular, and re* 
mained fo all the i8th. On the 19th, we launched the fecond 
veflel, which we named the Yafaflinoi, and the command of her 
was given to Captain-Lieutenant SaretftiefF. The perpendicular 
rife of the water on the 21ft was 22 feet, even with the borders 
of the river j and the next day it overflowed the Oftrog, and 
compelled us to retreat to the tops of our houfes, where we 
pitched our tents. The baidar and two boats were now finiflied,. 
and, carrying all the materials in them from the ftore-houfes, we 
loaded our veflels. The Pallas was cutter-rigged, and the Yafafli-. 
noi had three lugs and a fore-fail. 

The perpendicular rife of the water on the 24th was 27 feet. 
The face of the country refembled an immenfe lake, and fome of 
the tree tops appeared jufl; above the water. In the afternoon all 
hands went on board. Mr. Main received the charge of fuch as 
were not required with us, and directions to return to Ochotflc 
with all convenient hafte> to aflfiil in conftruding the veflels 
there. 

Virchni 
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Virchni Kovimfkoi Oftrog is fituated on a boggy fpqt, over- 
grown with willows and alder bufhes, bordering on the river 
Yafafhnoi, three verfts from its difcharge into the Kovima. Its 
latitude is 6^^ 28' 25" ; and longitude, by feveral fets of lunar 
obfervations, 153° 24' 30" eaft ; variation of two compafles 7^ 
33' eaft. The number of buildings that it contains I have al- 
ready mentioned. The inhabitants are Coflacs, their wives, and 
attendants. 

A Coflac at Irkutfk is employed, by the governor and chief 
officers, in the moft contemptible drudgery, fuch as cleaning the 
ftable, fcowering the kitchen^ making fires, &c. At Yakutlk he 
is of more confequence, and finds employment as tranflator and 
emiflary ; but is faithlefs, fly, and crafty.^ He lives in this part of 
the world like an independent chief, keeping Yakut labourers to 
affift his wife in all domeftlc drudgery, fifliing, cutting wood, 
&c Her particular province is to wait on her hulband, whom 
flie affifts in putting on and pulling off his clothes, which fl\e 
keeps in good repair j ftie alfo dreffes his food and ferves it up ; and 
when he has made his meal, ftie fits down and eats with the reft of 
the labourers. 

Girls are frequently married to the Coflacs at the early age of 
twelve ; and, as it is a flave that they want, it feems a matter of 
indifference to them whether flie be Ruflian, Yakut, Tungoofe, or 
Yukager, provided flie profefles the Greek faith. Both fexes feeni 
incapable of forming any tender attachment ; the women are 
very inconftant to their hufl^andsj and the worft of diforders is' 
deeply-rooted among them and all their neighbours, having been 
introduced by Pavlutfki and his followers, who were fcnt hi- 
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ther to fubdue the Tlhutfki, and communicated this diforder to 
all the other tribes. 

The lordly Coflac is only to be roufed from his indolence by 
an order from his fuperior ; and then he curfes his fate, which 
has placed him under the control of others. Thefe laft of man- 
kind, unworthy of the name^ thefe hardly animated lumps of 
clay, exert the moft favage barbarity over their wives, children, 
animals, and the poor neighbouring tribes whofe miferable lot it 
is to pay tribute to them, or to be under the leaft obligations, 
either by drinking a glafs of brandy, taking a leaf or two of to- 
bacco, or in any other way. They receive annual fupplies of 
articles that are neceffary, ornamental, or luxurious, from the 
traders at Yakutfk, to fupply the different tribes with ; rendering, 
in return, furs and mamm*ont*s tufks. Their chief endeavour with 
thefe wanderers is, to get them indebted for any article that 
they may ftand in need of, of to procure the receipt of a trifling 
prefent (which in honour they muft return with one more valu- 
able) ; but if they once get in debt, then they are perfecuted to the 
utmoft, and are frequently neceffitated to leave a man to work, 
or a woman, perhaps a daughter, as fecurity for the payment. 

I have here fketched a faithful pidure from the very men who 
are fent hither to explain to the natives the benefits arifing 
from the Chriflian faith, and to fet an example of loyalty and 
obedience. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Departure from Vtrcbni Kovima. — Seredni Kovhna. — Inhabitants of 
the River Omolon. — Neiz/bni Kovima. — Sbalaurojf's Winterings 
place.-'— Laptieff^ s Mayak.—Tbe Pallas confecrated^ and Captain 
Billings advanced in rank. — Paffage much annoyed by Ice.— 
Spiral Bay. — Wolves^ Bay. — Barranoi Kamen. — Captain BiU 
lings refolves on declining any farther attempt to proceed^ and the 
Command returns to Nei%/bni Kovima. 

May the 25th, at feven o'clock in the morning, we left Virchni 
Kovima Oftrog, and falling down the Yafafhnpi, entered the river 
Kovima about eight 

It is impoffible to give any defcription of this part of the river, 
becaufe the fhores and iflands were overflowed. Its diredion, 
however, is nearly north- eaft, and the navigation was rendered 
extremely difficult, owing to the current in many places fetting 
with great rapidity into the V^oods. 

We arrived at Seredni Kovima on the 28th, at nine o'clock in 
the evening. This oftrog contains 15 ifbas and a church; the 
inhabitants, though of the fame clafs as thofe at Virchni, are better 
circumftanced, and much more induftrious, cleaner, and healthier 
in their appearance j which I attribute to the fpirit of emulation 
that they poflefs from the activity of the prieft, who, like a good 
fliepherd of his flock, attends them to their diflerent fifliing-places 
at the various feafons of the year, and prefides over the divifion ; 
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upon which occafion, however, though he were not prefent, there 
would not cxift any difputes. Fifh are fo extremely numerous, 
that, had not the feverity of the weather in winter prevented any 
communication, we might have received ample fupplies at Virchni 
' from hence. 

This place is fituated in latitude 6^^ lo' 14", longitude, by 
time*keeper, 157° 10' j variation of two compaflcs gave the mean, 
9^ 19' caft. 

Here we finifhed an anchor, which was begun at Virchni ; but 
the fwell of the rivers prevented our proceeding with it : wc 
alfo took in a flock of fifh and bread. 

The weather was very variable upon our arrival, with a 
fouth-weft wind, and extremely hot. But it foon fhifted to the 
north, and on the 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th of June, we had 
froft atid fnow, with 4, 5, and 6^ below o of Reaumur at nights; 
during the day-time the thermometer indicated o, and one degree 
below it. 

The river Kovima was not yet within its limits ; but on the 
I ith we profecuted our voyage. The eaftern bounds of the river 
are broken perpendicular mountains, producing in ravines a few 
very (hinted larch-trees. The weftern fhores are low, and in fome 
places ftill overflowed ; but here and there an elevated fpot pro- 
duces a clufter of very thin and low larch-trees. Our veffels were 
frequently carried aground on the overflowed iflands j but, by 
fending out a fmall hawfer into the main channel, and taking into 
the long-boat a few bags of flour, we got oflf. Such accidents as 
thefe, with contrary winds, prevented our arrival at the Omolon 
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fummer-huts (fix in number, oppofite the river of the fame name) 
before the i6th in the morning. Thefe huts are 350 verfts from 
Seredni, and were ereded for the purpofe of fifhing, during the 
month of June only, by the inhabitants of the river Omolon, who 
are exiles, and the only people of thefe parts that have European 
countenances. They are in number nine males, the youngeft 50 
years of age, and about 12 females. They were emancipated by 
an a£t of grace about ten years ago, and pay a head-money equal 
to the Siberian peafants. Their employment is fifliing, feeking 
the tuftcs of the mammont, and hunting animals about the neigh- 
bourhood. They trade with the Koriaki and wandering Tun- 
goofe ; they are, however, very poor, and pretend to be more fo 
than they really are, to evade making prefents to the collect 
tors, &c* 

At thefe folitary huts we found Majdr Shmaileff, with two in- 
terpreters for the Tfhutfki and Koriak dialeds. He has com* 
pletely fettled all difputes, and reconciled the ^bove two nations 
with the RuflBans, They received him with great kindnefs, and 
affured him that they would affift the Expedition to the utmoft 
of their abilities, and meet him on the fea-coaft near the Tfliaoon 
next fummer. The Major brought with him a very great fupply 
of dried deer's m6at, which we took on board. He embarked in 
the Yafafhnoi ; and we took the interpreters, Dauerkia and Kobe- 
leff, into the Pallas* 

The next day, being the 17th June, we profecuted our voyage, 
and arrived on the 19th at the Oftrog Neizfhni Kovima, on an 
extenfive ifland. Here are about 7a houfes, and a church ; alfo 
an oftrog, inclofiug g6vernment ftore-houfes, &c. in a fquare o^ 
€ompaA palifadoes eight feet high, with four entrances each, 
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fupporting a tower. Thefe oftrogs are for keeping prifoners in, 
and alfo to ferve as places of defence, being pierced with fmall 
holes to point a mufket through, and thick enough to repel a 
fhot from the rifle-guns of the wandering tribes ; latitude 68^ 
17' 14", longitude 163° 17' 30''; variation 14^ 14' eaft. 

We took in a little faked deer's meat, left the Yafaflinoi to un- 
dergo fome alteration in her rigging, and gave the prieft orders to 
come in her as far as to the difcharge of the Kovima, to confecrate 
the veflels, and to adminifter the oath to Captain Billings ; who, 
according to the mandate of her Imperial Majefty, was to declare 
himfelf a Captain of the fecond rank upon his arrival in the Icy Sea. 

On Saturday the 19th June, at half-paft fix in the afternoon, 
we weighed anchor, with a moderate breeze from the fouth-ea(L 
The waters were much abated j the depth of the river was 12 fa- 
thom ; its width three miles ; and its diredion about north-eaft. 
Thiny-five miles below Neizfhni wc obferved the laft tree ; brufh- 
wood continued a little farther. 

On the 20th, at nine A. M. we arrived oflT the place of Shalau- 
roflTs wintering in 1 762 j confiding of a large ftore-houfe and 
double dwelling-houfe of wood in decay, under inconfiderable 
mountains, compofed of flate and quartz, covered with mofs ; 
great quantities of drift wood lying on the fliore. The produc- 
tions of the earth are willow ai)d birch buflies about eight inches 
high, and the diflance about 80 verfls from Neizfhni. Captain 
Billipgs, Dr. Merck, and I, went on fhore, and colleded a few 
plants ; as wolffbane, a wild vetch (the root of which is the fup- 
port of the marmot), tanzy, and a fpecies of rock fern (the leaves 
not exceeding three inches in length, with an aromatic tafle, and 

pleafant 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO THE EASTERN OCEAN, &c. 71 

pleafant fmcU). Here we lay at anchor three hours. At three 
quarters paft twelve we proceeded, the depth of the river de- 
crealing gradually to one^ fathom. At five P. M. we again came 
to anchor, and fent out a boat to find the proper channel ; the 
foundings varying much, fix, feven, eight, and ten feet, deepening 
to feven fathom. At eight we again weighed, and found the 
width of this branch of the river 12 miles* 

Notwithftanding our navigation was impeded by fhallows at 
the difcharge of the river, where we frequently got aground, we 
cleared all of them about midnight; and caft anchor oppofite Lap- 
tiefF's Mayak*, five miles from fhore, in four fathom water; 
fand-banks prevented our nearer approach* 

On Monday the 2 1 ft June, at two A. M., Captain Billings took 
his aftronomical tent on (hore ; and our naturalift, Mr. Robeck,. 
and I, accompanied him. We could not get within two miles of 
the Mayak on account of the fhoals, which compelled us to land 
in a bight two miles and a half more to the eaft. On rowing to- 
wards fhore in a fmall boat, we got the Pallas's hull down, and 
fhortly after {he diiappeared ; increafing our diftance, fhe was 
again feen, hull, rigging, &c. feeming of an immenfe fize, and 
confiderably above the horizon* The weather was rather hazy, 
and the fun obfcured.. 

This morning we walked acrofs the head-land to the buildingS' 
in the next bight, which confift of three ifba's adjoining each 
other under a hill j upon which is a pyramidical building 25 feet 
high^ fupporting a crofs,. bearing the infcription ** Shalauroff, 

* Beacooy or lightrhotifo. 
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1762.** The huts were built by Laptieffaad his company in 
1739. Where he wintered, at a fmall diftance, is a crofs bearing 
an illegible fuperfcription ; and a ftage, about ten feet high, co- 
vered with earth, upon which they made fignal fires. The (hpres 
are covered with drift wood. This is the refort of different tribes 
for the peftfi, or ftone fox j and numbers of falls, or traps, are 
placed in different parta. We obferved the traces of wolves, and 
in the afternoon two approached very nigh to our tents. Two 
dogs gave chafe to them, but were not equal in fpeed. — Hazy 
and mifty weather. 

On TueCiay tbc »ad, at eight ?• M. the Yafafhnoi arrived, and 
cad anchor about 100 fathom fouth^weft of the Pallas; hazy and 
mifty weather continuing. At midnight flying clouds } and at 
intervals the fun vifible* 

On Thurfday the «4th, ?it four A. M., we ftruck the aftrono- 
mical tent, without having been able to take a fingle obfervation, 
owing to thick weather. At nine o'clock we went on board ; Cap- 
tain-Lieutenant Saretiheff and Major Shmaileff accompanied the 
prieft to the Pallas, which veffel he confecrated, and after fervice 
adminiftered the oath to Captain Billings for his advanced rank. 
At eleven he returned in his boat to Neizfhni, and Captain Bil- 
lings fent difpatches to the Governor-General of Irkutfk, with 
others to be forwarded to St. Peterlburg. 

At noon we weighed anchor with a gentle breeze at fouth 
fouth-weft, fhaping our courfe north north-eaft, the depth vary- 
ing from one and one-fourth to three fathoms, and keeping a boat 
ahead employed in founding. At fix P. M. we faw the firft ice 
floating near the veffel i iaunediately ^fter, the wind fhifted to 
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north by eafl:, bringing a very thick fog. We came to anchor in 
four fathom, about four miles from fliore. The Yafaflinoi an- 
chored aftern. 

On the 25tb, at ten A. M., a moderate breeze fpringing up from 
the north-weft, we again weighed, and flood to the north north- 
caft, the atmofphere very foggy. At eleven faw great quantities 
of ice to the north ; at five P. M. were quite furrounded with 
ice ; foundings feven fathom, fand and clay. At fix the ice com- 
pelled us to ftand-in for fliore, having run about eleven miles 
north-eaft. At eight, being about a quarter of a mile from fliore, 
off a fmall bight, caft anchor in two fatliom water. We faw four 
black bears on the beach, manned our jolly-boat, and fent our 
chafers after them ; but in vain. At ten Captain Billings took his 
aftronomical tent and apparatus on fliore. 

All the 26th was hazy and wet ; great quantities of ice floating 
and colleding to the north-eaft. Mifty weather continued all the 
27th ; and, on account of ice gathering about the veflel, at nine 
P. M. we hauled her clofe into a fmall bight in feven feet water ; 
but were obliged at eleven P. M. to weigh, and ftand away to 
the weft, the only paflage open. We had a gentle breeze 
from the north- weft, which, frefliening on the 28th, brought ice 
about us. We hauled about five miles weft, and, getting into a 
fnug bight, dropped anchor. O/i account of fpiral rocks on the 
top of the mountains that bound the bay, we called this place 
Spiral Bay. At noon we had a fight of the fun ; and, having 
feni for our tent and inftruments from our laft anchoring-place, 
obferved the latitude to be 69^ 27' 26", longitude, by time-keeper, 
167^ 50' 30". 
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We had calms and variable light winds, with thick weather, 
till the I ft of July at noon, when we again weighed, the weather 
being hazy, with a frefli eafterly breeze, keeping as near the eaft 
as poflible. At eight P. M. Captain Billings refolved to fhape 
his courfe north, to fee how the ice was in that diredion. 
We obferved that the current carried us two points weft, and 
our foundings gradually increafed from four to 15 fathom. At 
midnight our rigging was covered with ice, the thermometer, 
about feven feet above the fea, indicated one-half above the freezing 
point. Thick fog ftill prevailed. 

At two A. M. on the 2d, we got among very thick detached 
pieces of ice j which increafing upon us, our depth decreafed to 
nine and feven fathom. Wore fliip, and bore away to the fouth, 
having loft fight of the Yafafhnoi in the fog at ten laft night. 
The ice was not fo compad as to prevent our going farther j and 
from our fhoaling water, I was inclined to think that we fliould 
foon fall in with cither the continent or fomo ifland ; I therefore 
wifhed that Captain Billings would have continued his northern 
courfe. The wind blew frefh ; but the quantities of ice kept the fea 
down, and the water was quite fmooth. He was fearful of being 
entirely hemmed in, and was under ferious apprehenfions for the 
fafety of the Yafafhnoi, which was a fmall flight-built lugger. At 
eight A.M. we got clear, and obferved that the fog hovered 
over the ice only. At noon we came into a pretty deep bay 
(which we named Wolves' Bay, from our feeing feveral of thofe 
animals on the mountains) ; and, dropping anchor, fent three 
failors on fhore, with diredlions to proceed to the next weftern 
promontory to look out for the Yafafhnoi, and make a fignal-* 
fire. 
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On the 3d of July, at four P. M., we weighed, with a moderate 
fouth-eaft breeze, and flood off and on three hours for the failors 
on fhore j when, the wind veering to north-eaft, we again came 
to anchor near the fame place. At midnight we had flying^ 
clouds, the fun was vifible, and a beautiful rainbow was feea in 
the fouth. 

On the 4th, at five A.M., the failors returned on board, and 
faid that they had walked to Cape Kovima, where they made a 
fignal-fire, having feen the Yafalhnoi at anchor about ten verfts 
off. She fent her boat on fliore to inquire after the Pallas, and at 
fix P. M. came along-fide. 

On the 5th, at four A. M. again weighed anchor with a wefter- 
iy breeze ; and, on account of drifting ice, with difficulty made 
about 14 miles eaflward by three A. M. the fixth, when we again 
came to anchor. At noon we got an obfervation for the latitude, 
which proved 69*^ 27' 43'' ; longitude, by time-keeper, 168® 29'. 
Variation of four compaffes gave the mean 17^ 12' 30'' eaft. 
We now fent the boat on fhore to haul the feine, and caught 
about 300 herrings ; we had tried in Wolves* and Spiral Bays, 
but without any fuccefs. 

On the 7th, at feven A. M., an officer was difpatched with a 
boat round the next promontory, called Barannoi Kamen, to 
examine the ftate of the ice. At nine in the evening he re- 
turned, and reported that the ice was compa^ to the very fliore, 
leaving no kind of paffage. Captain Billings walked round the 
promontory, and found the ice as the officer had ftated. He faw 
an immenfe number of geefe on a lake, and found two mammont's 
tufks ; one of which weighed 3 poods I7t lb., or 1 15 lb. Englifli 
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weight ; the other was much fmaller. Mr. BakofF was fent with a 
few hands to the lake to endeavour to obtain fome wild geefe* 
They proved to be in a moulting ftate, and he colle<fled in a fhort 
time 98, with which he returned to the veflel. While on fhore, 
he faw feveral rein-deer, but could not flioot any. 

All the 8th, we had calms and variable light airs. On the 
9th, at two P. M. a moderate breeze fprung up from the north- 
caft, which brought down upon us great quantities of floating ice, 
and made us feek fhelter by weighing and failing weftward. 
At four P. M. both fun and moon were at times vifible ; and 
Captain Billings took an obfervation for the longitude ; but, 
flying clouds conftantly obfcuring one or both, it could not 
be exaft, although it pretty nearly agreed with our time-keeper ; 
it proved 167^ 57' 40'', and might err, perhaps, one way or 
the other, a few miles. We anchored in Wolves' Bay on the 
loth, at eight P. M., and remained till three A. M. on the 17th, 
when we again attempted to go to the north-eaft with a moderate 
north north-weft breeze, keeping as near the coaft as convenient. 
We paflTed immenfe fields of ice, which obliged us to come to 
anchor clofe in-fliore, after having run about 14 rniles. 

On the 1 8th, we ereded a crofs on an eminence. The next 
day, at nine A. M., obferving the fea more clear of ice, we weighed 
with a gentle north-weft breeze, fhaping our courfe along the 
coaft north eaft. Obferving a crofs on fhore, we fent to learn 
the infcription, which was only " 1762." About four P. M. we 
pafied Barannoi Kamen, and got among pretty large detached 
pieces of ice, on one of which we caught a ftone fox. We alfo 
faw two or three feals, and with a boat-hook caught one fleeping 
on the water. The weather was hazy j and, the wind frefliening, 
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by ten P. M. we made 30 miles. The latter part of the time the 
ice increafed about us, and fome of it was eight foot above the 
water.- Our depth was 10, 1 1, and 12 fathom. At eleven o'clock 
Captain Billings thought his fit nation dangerous ; he therefore 
racked, and flood back again, making a fignal for the Yafafhnoi 
to do the fame. At noon, we came to anchor clofe in-fliore off 
Barannoi Kamen, which promontory we had paffed 15 miles, 
being about half-way to the next point of land, called by Shalau- 
rofF Pefoftmoi Muis, and which is the fbuth-weft cape of the 
Tfliaoon Bay. 

On Tuefday the 20th July, at fix o'clock in the morning. Cap- 
tain SaretfliefF came on board the Pallas, in confequence of a 
meflagc fent him ; when Captain Billings informed him, that he was 
refolved to give up all thoughts of any further attempt, and meant 
to return to Neizfhni Kovima as foon as the wind would permit* 

On the 2 1 ft, at noon, we got a fight of the fun from on board : 
the latitude proved 69^ 2^^^ ^(>* ; longitude, by time-keeper, 168^ 
54 , Barannoi Kamen bearing fouth, diftant three miles* Pefofh- 
noi Muis eaft, diftant 30 miles. Variation, of the compafs 17® 
40' eaft. 

A fre(h breeze from the weft continued, with ice drifting to 
the eaft with the current, which now fet at the rate of three miles 
uniformly eaft, till midnight of the 25th July ; when we obferved 
the current fetting in the fame diredion at one mile, with little 
wind from the north- weft, which ftiortly after veered to the north- 
eaft. Till this time we found the water frcfh enough to drefs 
food, and fometimes quite frefli. With the north-eaft wind, we 
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obferved the current (hift to the weft, and the water became 
fait : we faw feveral feals, fome fmall whales called the Bel- 
luga, and one whale of a moderate . fize ; circumftances which 
induced me to think that we now might gain a paffagc. Mr. 
SaretfbefF was firmly of my opinioff, and offered to attempt it in 
our open baidar with fix hands, meaning to fleep on fhore every 
night. The poflibility of fuccefs was farther confirmed by Mr. 
Shmaileff ; but was not agreed to by Captain Billings, who took 
the fignatures of the officers in teftimony that it would be more 
prudent to return to Neizftini Kovima. We experienced a con- 
ftant fucceffion of fnow, rain, and fogs; and the thermometer 
varied from the freezing point to 4° above it ; nearer fliore 8^ and 
7^. At feven o'clock in the morning of the 26th we weighed anchor, 
and ftood away to the weft for the river Kovima ; and, after en- 
countering fome difficulty in getting over the flats at its eftuary^ 
arrived on the 29th July, at eight o'clock in the morning, at 
Neizflini, delivering up the veffels and ftores to the commander 
of the place. 

To conclude the detail of this fhort excurfion, I fhall fubjoin 
the following remarks : The coaft of the Icy Sea is moderately 
high, formed by projedling promontories and iliallow bays, cx- 
pofed to every wind except the fouth. The mountains are co- 
vered in different places with fnow j which melting, produces 
fmall torrents rufhing into the fea. They are compofed of gra- 
nite, quartz, and a hard black ftone ; and produce mofs; a kind of 
vetch, the root of which is edible; creeping willow; and birch, not 
exceeding ten inches in height. The fliores are covered with 
drift wood nearly to Barannoi Kamen, but no farther ^aft. Along 
riic fliore are numerous remains of huts, and places where fires 
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have been, which, in all probability, have been made and left by 
different hunters. 

The quadrupeds that we faw were rein-deer, pretty numerous ; 
bears, but none white ; wolves, foxes, ftone fox, wild fheep, and 
the whiftling marmot. The birds were, gulls of fever al forts, 
ravens, hawks, black- headed buntings, fnow-larks, a few partridges, 
geefe, ducks, and divers. 

The produdlions of the fea are very few. We frequently 
hauled the feine, but only once caught the feld (herring) and muk- 
foon (a fmall fpecies of falmon). We faw feveral belluga, feals, 
and one whale, but no traces of fhell-fifli of any kind. The^ 
water was frefh to a confiderable diftance ; the ice we frequently 
tried, but found it i)racki{h, with neither ebb nor flow. The 
currents were very irregular, feldoni fetting any one way longer 
than the wind blew, at the unfettled rates of half a mile, a mile, 
and three miles and a half, per hour. 

The atmofphere was cold and chilly, the greateft heat that we 
experienced being while at anchor clofe in with the land in Wolves' 
Bay on the 15th July, when we had feveral claps of thunder. 
We had a gende fouth-eaft breeze, and calms ; and while the 
wind blew, the thermometer rofe to 14° and 16^ above the 
freezing point of Reaumur. During the intervening calms, it 
funk to 6^, 7^^, and 8"^. The coldeft day was the 12th July, the 
thermometer being then a^ below the freezing point. It fre- 
quently indicated i^ above o at the time when our rigging was 
incrufted with ice. 
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The fogs here are very remarkable, continually hovering above 
the ice at no great height. At a diftance they appear like iflands 
in a haze ; fometimes like vafl: columns of fmoke. Once, in par- 
ticular, we thought that the Tfliutlki had made fignal-fires for 
us ; but on a nearer approach we difcovered our miftake. 

I obferved the horizon to be moft clear in the coldeft weather, 
and am inclined to think that this navigation ought to be under- 
taken about the firft of Auguft. The more fuccefs is to be ex- 
peded, from the teftimony of the hunters and others who vifit 
thefe parts, ** that the ice never breaks up until St. Elias' day, 
the 2oth July, Old Stile (or the 31ft July New Stile") ; and I 
think it neceffary to remarh here, that my dates arc all Old Stile, 
according to the cuftom of Ruflia. 

The eftuary of the river Kovima at Shalauroff's winter build- 
ings, by exa£t reckonings of bearings, courfe, and time, from 
places where obfervations were taken in the Icy Sea, and from 
Neizflini Oftrog, forwards and backwards, I fix in latitude 69^' 16', 
longitude 166^ 10' ; variation of the corapafs 17^ 30' eaft. 

The following is the refult of my remarks and inquiries during 
my ftay at Neizfhni Kovima : — ^I obferved fwallows fwarming to- 
gether under the eaves of the church, chirping very much, 
particularly on the 2d Auguft ; and on the 3d there was not one 
to be found, nor had any body feen them depart.. I was informed, 
that they made their appearance about Tzarivoi day (21ft May), 
and departed on the (days of Spafs) 2d and 6th Auguft, never 
flaying beyond the latter date ; the red-breaft remains a day or 
two longer than the white. The fnow-bunting, the firft bird that 
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appears, is feen about the middle of March feeding on the feeds 
of grafe on the Tandy fliores of the river, and about the roots 
of bufhes where the fun firft melts the fnow ; different flights 
purfue each other in their migration for about a month ; eagles 
follow clofe upon them. Swans, geefe, and ducks, arrive toward 
the end of April, and continue about the neighbouring lakes and 
rivers till the beginning of September. The river is frozen over 
about the aoth September, and opens about the 24th May, when 
it deluges the low country. The water does not retreat withia 
its bounds till the end of June. 

On the 25th November the fun fets until the ift January, when 
it again appears above the horizon ; and this is the time of the 
fevercft cold. 
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CHAP. VII. 

t)eparture from Nei%fhni Kovitna OJlrog. — Termolova Tona* — Tow- 

ing by Dogs. — The Mountain of Konz/heioL — Seredni OJirog.^--^ 

Natural Hifiory of the Kovima. — Sketch of the Inhabitants on its 

Coqfti — Information derived from an old Cojfac^ and others^ re^ 

J^eaing the fate of Shalauroff. — Arrival at Yaksajk. 

Captain BilhiNos, Dr. Merck, Mr. Robeck, our Ruffian 
fecretary Vaffifey Diakonoff, ami I, with a neceflary number of 
failors, departed from Neizfhni Kovima Oftrog on the 6th of 
Auguft at four P. M. with the two boats and the baidar, in 4^ of 
froft, rowing and hauling againft the ftream. At eleven o'clock 
at night we arrived at Yermolova Tona, a fifhing place reforted 
to by the inhabitants of Neizfhni during the feafon. Mr. Saret- 
flieff and the reft of our company were left to follow us in the 
tranfport veflel, which was hourly expeded to bring provifions 
for the Coflacs. On arriving here, we were informed that this 
veflel had pafled about two o'clock in the afternoon ; but, owing 
to hazy weather, we did not fee it. We were alfo told, that dif- 
patches from Ruflia were in the pofleflion of a courier paflengen 
A boat was immediately fent, and we waited till the next noon 
for our papers, chiefly letters. I was favoured with one from St. 
Peterfburg, and another from Brigadier-General Troepolfky of 
Irkutik« 

We proceeded at two P. M,, having obtained one lodka, or 
canoe j but found extreme difficulty in getting on with our boats 
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and fo much baggage ; in confequence of which. Captain Bit- 
Kngs left every article, except the provifions, with Vaffiley Diako- 
noff on fhore, in the morning of the 9th, and difpatched the 
baidar to Mr. Saretflieff with intelligence of the contents of our 
papers. Sec. At fix o^clock in the evening, we arrived at three 
uninhabited huts belonging to the villagers of the river Omolon, 
and took poffeflion for the night, which was very ftormy, with 
foow. The thermometer was at o ; and, the gale continuing all 
ihe next day with fnow and rain, we were glad to keep fo good a 
birth. One of our failors, a chriftened Koriak, who formerly 
refided a fhort time on the Omolon, recommended, as the moft 
eligible method of getting forward, canoes to be drawn by dogs 
on the beach againft the ilream of the river. He told Captain 
•Billings, that the village was only ten verfts by land acrofs the 
oppofite cape, and that he knew the road perfectly well. His 
advice was taken ; and on the i ith, at noon, the wind abating, I 
received the Captain^s diredions to take the boats and men to the 
huts oppofite the difcharge of the Omolon, where he purpofed 
meeting me ; and he, Dr. Merck, and Mr. Robeck, fet out with 
the failor before mentioned, and a foldier. The width of the 
river being about a mile and half, and the wind blowing very 
frefli from the weft, with*great diflSculty they gained the oppofite 
ihore, quite wet ; the boat returhed at fix P. M. 

Bad weather detained me till the i-3th in the morning, when it 
blew a moderate breeze, and I fet off with two boats and the 
canoe. After making, with great difficulty, 15 verfts, half-way 
to the huts, the wind increafing to a gale, I was obliged to take 
ihelter under the high eaftern ftiore, where I paffed the night, and 
arrived at three o'clock in the afternoon of the 14th at the huts, 
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which Captain Billings had reached but two hours before me* 
We were now no verfts from Neizlhni. 

The Captain told me, that, owing to the difficulty they expe- 
rienced in croffing the Kovima, and the fwampy road that they 
had to travel, which was knee-deep in wet mofs, they did not 
arrive till the next noon at the habitations, after paffing a ihock* 
ing night, fleeping on the mofs, in the fnow and wind, without 
any covering or fhelter : Dr. Merck and Mr. Robeck, the furgeon, 
tad their toes frozen. 

Sunday the 15th Auguft, at eight o'clock in the morning, Cap- 
tain Billings, myfelf, two attendants and four guides from the 
Omolon village, proceeded on our voyage to Seredni, leaving Dr* 
Merck and Mr. Robeck to follow in the boats. Croffing the 
river, we put our harnefled dogs on the beach, and they hauled 
us 40 verfts, to a famous mountain called Konziheboi, where we 
pitched our tent, and paffi^d the night. We obferved wild onions, 
thyme, tanzy, tfliornoi golovnik, currant and rofe bu(hes, about 
the fhores ; and in the fiffi^ires of the rock, juniper, creeping ce- 
dar, and here and there a ftunted larch-tree. The compofition of 
the mountain is granite and quartz. On the beach were number- 
lefs fmall pebbles of carnelian and calcedony. 

We conftantly travelled at the rate of 50 or 60 verfts each day, 
until the 2 2d, when we arrived fafe at Seredni Oftrog, 460 verfts 
from Neizftmi. 

The eaftern fliores of the river are uniformly mountainous, 
producing agates, jafper, porphyry, and cryftals j and we faw feveral 
Yakut! on hunting parties. 

On 
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On the 25th, Dr. Merck and Mr. Robeck arrived; and Mr, 
SaretfhefF, with all our party, joined us in the tranfport bark on 
the 28th. 

sOf the neighbouring Yakuti we fent to requeft a fupply of 
horfes to convey us to Yakutfk, with the earlieft winter roads. 
The inhabitants were, for the greater part, at their autumnal fifh- 
ing huts on the river Euxeva,4o verfts up the Kovima, when we 
arrived ; but returned a few days after with a plentiful fupply of 
fifli, berries, roots, &c. 

On the 20th September the river was frozen over ; and on the 
22d, the inhabitants made a kind of dam nearly acrofs, by flicking 
poles upright quite x:lofe together; only leaving openings for in- 
ferting nets and wiers, to catch a winter's fupply of frefh fifli* 

The nets were examined twice a day, and generally found well 
flocked with nelmk, mukfoon, omul, and feld (a kind of herring), 
a few flirled alfo were now and then caught ; and thefe were 
thrown on the ice to freeze, the only method adopted to preferve 
them. The weather was clear and cold, with from 5 to lo and 
i6°offrofl:. 

The river Kovima takes its rife from the Virchoyanfky chain 
of mountains, and flows in a direction nearly north-eaft about 
1 800 verfts* Virchni, or the upper Oftrog, is about the middle 
of its courfe, and very few fifh afcend higher. Near its fource 
are three huts and a ftore-houfe, called Virfhinoi, where govern- 
ment fupplies of provifions are houfed, and barks built for their 
conveyance down the river, 

Fifh 
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Fifli arc very plentiful, of which the following forts are caught 



£nsli(h Namet. 
Sturgeon. 

Salmom 



Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 



Quab. 



Yakut Names* 
Katus. 

Tut Balyk. 



Mungur, 
Mukfoon, 
OmuL 
Seld. 

Skookur, 

Selu Sar. 



Baring Ata* 
Tfhukutfiuui 



Ruflian Names. 

Ofctrc } called by the inhabitants of the Kovima 
Shtfhalbyfh— July to Oaobcr. 

Nelma ; large white falmon 2i to 4 feet long^ 
weighing upwards of 60 pounds — 
July to 0£lober. 

Chir or Tfhir ; 20 inches — May to November. 

Mukfoon ; 15 to 18 inches, filvery fcales — Sept. 

Omul; 12 to 14 iiiches — Ditto. 

Seld } refembling a herring, filvery loofe fcales 

Ditto. 

Sieg; 12 to 15 inches, filvery fcales—May to 
November. 

Nalime ; to 5 feet long, refembhng the cod io 
(hape and tafte ; has one beard ; the 
Kver extremely large j and I have 
cztraded a full pint of fine pdlacid 
o3 from one : by putting it over a 
(low fire in a frying-pan, and cutting it, 
almoft all the liver has been diflblved. 

Peledi ; fomewhat refembling a carp in ftape, 
but quite white fcales : bony. 

Tfiiukutihan ; about 20 inches long, quite round 
and firm 5 about 7 inches in drcumfe- 
rence in the thickeft part, gradually 
Upering to the tail, which is forked. 
It has two dorfid fins, very compa6t 
and fine fcales, and a thick fkin. The 
kead rather flat; pointed griftly nofe; 
the mouth is underneath, about 2 
inches from the tip, fhaped nearly like 
that rf the leech, without teeth ; a 
very bony fifh ; fle/h white. They arc 
rather fcarce» and not efiecmed for 
food. 



Booyit. 


Lenok. 




Koniok. 


Dyrga. 


Charius. 




Cbebak. 



Perch; 
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EoiVfliKamac. 


Yakut Htmct. 


Perch. 


Alfhre. 


Stone ditto. 


Taaftas. 


Char. 


Sobo. 


Trout. 


Kafil balik. 




Irungk bulyk. 




Timir atta. 




Turuchan. 


MinDOw. 


Soluro. 


Pike. 


Sordiog. 



Irungka^ 



RoAitt Namet. 

Y n\ > plenty ia all the ftooy rxTultti. 

Karas ; chiefly in lakes. 

Krafnaia riba ; fcarce. 

Nefnaki ; a white fi(h (hapcd like a trout ; very 
fcarce* 

ZOieleznoi noga« 

Nerpifki ; (horter and broader than the feld. 
' Mondufhka* / 

Shtfhuk ; fome of a mod extraordinary iize. I 
faw one caught in the lake Kyfla, near ZaHii* 
veriky about 6 feet loag, and weighing 108 lb. 
or 3 poods. The back, towards the head^ 
was covered with a kind of mofs. I ate fome 
of it>. and found very h'ttle dilFerence between 
the flavour of it and the (mailer fort. 
• refembling in iize and appearance m fprat or 
anchovy ; perhaps the fame kind of fifh as is 
caught at Reveli and called Stromlingi. 



The mukfoon^ omul, and feld, come in very great ihoals in 
September, are very numerous for about lo or 15 days, and de- 
part fliortly after the river clofes. They do not afcend fo high 
as Virchni. Nelm, tfhir, or chir, and fieg, are caught all the 
year as high up as Virchni ; and the greater part of fuch as are 
caught in the fpring and fummer are fplit and dried, and the 
bones taken out, from which the inhabitants extract a great quan- 
tity of oil, as alfo from the fat about the guts. The feld yields 
a great deal. What I have called the fturgeon is, in my own 
opinion, the ftirled. I do not know the difference (nor did any 
one in our Expedition), but judge from the fize j for I never faw 
one that weighed more than 40 lb., and the ordinary weight was 
from 5 to 10 lb. ; yet, owing to their extreme fatnefs and 
firmnefs, I am inclined to think that the rivers of thefe parts are 
favourable to them ; and the fturgeon that I have feen in other 

parts 
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parts are three times as large, without being fo fat, firm, or well 
flavoured ; all, except this one fort, are caught as well in lakes 
as rivers, where they pafs in the floods and thrive very well, par- 
ticularly the tfhir and fieg. 

The inhabitants fifli with the feine in fummer ; and in winter 
they plant -ofiers nearly acrofs the river, fo clofe as to preclude 
the fifli from pailing ; but leaving openings for wiers and nets. 

The Beafts that infeft the neighbourhood arc : 

Engliih Names. Ruflian Names. Yakut Names. Time of tKe Chafe. 

Elk. J Sochata. Toyak. 7 

( Lofs. ^^* > September, Odober, and Noyember. 

Deer. Olcn. Miniak.J 

Spring bows are fct» with a ftring leading 
to the path which they take. In April, 
and the beginning of Maj, thej are 
chafed oo (how. (hoes. At this feafon, 
the fun in the day-time thaws the fnow, 
which the night froft hardens enough 
to fupport a man and dogs, though the 
* animals always break through, and 

cannot extricate themfelres. Immenfe 
numbers of deer are flain in Auguft, on 
fwimming acrofs rivers in returning to 
the woods from the borders of the ley 
Sea, whither they retreat in iprtng to 
ihelter themfelves from the flies and in. 
feds that infeft the forefts. Their mi- 
gration is Tery curious. They herd all 
toglether ; and I am told, that the males 
form the van and rear, while the females 
are indoied in the centre: Bears and 
' wolves follow them, dcftroying fuch at 
ilraggle firom the main body ; foxes lag 
behind and clear the remains. Thus do 
I account for the appearance of bears, 

wolvesy 
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ItogUIh Kam«8. Ruffian Nameit 
Bear. Mcdvicd. 

White Bear. Beloi Medvcd. 

<Jlutton. ' Ryfomag. 



Wolf- 
Fox. 



Vqlk. 
Leefits. 



Stone Fq»% Pcffcte. 
Ermine. GornaftaL 



Lynx* 



Ry». 



Ottcr% Vuidra% 

Sable. SoboL 

«lieep- 7 Baran. 

Argali. 3 



Hare. 



rZaits. 1 

lufhkan.J 
Mannot. Tarbagan* 
Ditto* Suflik. 



wolvesy and foxes, fo far 1>eyond the 
forefts. Eagles and other birds of prey 
hover over the deer at the time of their 
migratioDy and ^rt the earliell intima- 
tion to the* hunters of their near ap- 
proach. On their taking the rivers, dUe 
hunters man their canoes ; two men with 
.^peats in fome, whik others are occupied 
by boys and women^ fumifhed with long 
cords, which they throw over the horns 
of the ftabbed deer, and tie one end to 
flakes or trees on (hore. I have not, 
however, been fortunate enough to fee 
them at this time— Price, elk (kin vh 
doe ikin, i ruble. 

Yakut Names. 

{Ehea) from May till late in September— Middling 
Efie^ . (kia, X. ruble. 
• • - J about the Icy Sea. We did not fee any — i 
ruble. 
r Si^gan i ; all die winter ; not numerous— 2 to lo 
landBeg6j rubles* 
Bcr6h ; never fought after in thefe parts— « to 8 rubles* 
Safil ; numerous, and much looked for m O Aober and 
November — ^According to quality, i to 5 rub. 
"Kirfe ; Oaober and all the winter— 50 copeaks. 
Belilak^ all the vnnter in woods near habitations, ,and 
frequently about the flour magazines — 
5 copeaks. 
E-U8 J autumn andall winter — 3 to 10 rubles, accordibg 

to the length of hair. 
Itie ) (ummer—- 8 and 10 rubles* 
Kies ; very feldom caught about the Kovima— 10 rub. 
Tihubek ; about the mountains at the fource of the 
iCovima, and all over the Virchoyanlki 
chain.to KamtAiatka — i ruble. 
Eobach; all the winter; but chiefly when the firft 

(now, falls — 3 to 5 copeaks. 
Tarbagan, 1 much, efteemed by the Yakut Ibr food and » 
Kuticr; i drefs. They pafs the winter undet 
N ground 
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EngllOi Names. Ruflian Names. 

Squirrel. Belluu 

Flying do. Lctuftka. 

Striped do. Burunduk. 



Mountain. 



«,. .n,. ? Piihuka. 

WhifUingrat. 1 

Sharp nofed. Jj^-.^^ 

Com. moufe. 3 



ground, have fcvcral chambers in their 
holes, and lay in a confiderable flock of 
grafs and fweet roots ; alfo the nut of 
the cedar— 5 tb lo copeaks. 
Yakut Names.' 
Tcc-ing ; fpring and autumn— 3 to 5 copeaks ; efteem- 

cd good eating by the diflFcrcnt tribes. 
Tirfl:-annat ; annat is winged ; tirik \& ikin — Of no value. 
Burunduk ; 2 copeaks. 

The three fpecies of fquirrel pafs the winter in 
hollow trees, or under ground, in the fame 
manner as the marmot. 



Kyku 
Eutuyak 



,} 



never fought after—Worth nothing. 





The Birds confift of the following kinds : 


Bngliih Names. 




Yakut Names. 


Swan. 


Leb<d. 


Kubah ; appear about the 20th April, and depart in 
September. 


Goofe. 


Goofe* 


Kaat ; appears and goes m few days later. 


Duck. 


Utka. 


Kus 5 are in great variety, and numerous. 


Eagle. 


Orel. 


Baruldo; black. 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Toyoa ; white head and uiL 


' 


Skopa. 


Umfan ; of the eagle or hawk kmd : darts in the wa- 
ter for fi(h. 




Yaftrip. 


Kirt. 




Kretchet. 


Ditto. 




Korihoon. 


Togolak. 




SokoL 


t 


OwL 


Filen. 


Mokfoghol and Kirali. 


Gull. 


Chaika. 


Eopta. 


Small black "> 
head. GulL J 




Tiraghi. 


Crane. 


Z&urav. 


Turuja. 


Stork. 


Stercfa. 


Kutelik. 


Partridge. 


Kuropatka. 


KabdOu. 


Raven. 


Voron. 


Sor. 


Crows. 


Varonnt. 


Tarak. 




S 


Divcn* 
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English Namet. 


Ruflian Names. 


Yakut Names. 


Divers. 


Gagara. 


Koghas. 


Black Game. 


Teterc 


Uloer. 


Black woodpecker Dfliolna. 


Kirgil. 


Woodpecker. 


DatcL 


Tonoghas. 


Swallow. 


LailoHika. 


Karangachuk. 


Thruih. 


Drofd. 


Tatflieger. 


Snow-bunting. 


Snegir. 


Tulak. 


Snipe. 


Kulik. 


Sulbaraga. 


Cuckoo. 


Kokufhka. 


Kuga. 



The eagle and hawk kind, I am informed by the Yakuti, as alfo by the difFcrent in- 
habitants here, are dormant in hollow trees during the winter. 



Lift of Trees, Bufhes, and Berries. 

Larch— This is the chief tree in ufe, for building, firing, &c. and the mod plentiful It is 
pretty fizeable as far as Virchni, and the country is moderately wooded about 200 
verfts lower, but the trees very ftunted : beyond that, they arc in clutters on elevated 
fpots of ground to about 30 vcrfts from the Icy Sea, where they ccafc growing, in 
about the latitude of 68^ 30'. 

Birch ; extends to a little below Seredni ; but very ftunted and fmall trees. 

Poplar and Afp ; grow to a moderate fize on the iflands (heltered by mountains, about 
the fource of the Kovima ; but do not extend fo low down as Virchni. 

Mountain A(h ; plenty as far as Virchnoi, J}Ut very fcarce lower down. 

Alder and Willow ; have a trunk about 1 8 inches in circumference, and grow td the 
height of 2 fathom about Virchni. They gradually dimlni(h in fize, and ceafe grow- 
ing with the larch. 

Creeping cedar, brufhwood, black and red currant, rofe and juniper, are met with as low 
as Neizfhni. Brufhwood and creeping willows extend to the Icy Sea, but never ex- 
ceed from 6 to 8 inches. The creeping cedar, or pinus cembra, produces a confider- 
able quantity of feeds or nuts in cones, like the common pine ; but they ripen 
only the fccond year. Immenfe numbers are colleded by the inhabitants ; fometimes 
a confiderable quantity are found in the fquirrels' nefls in hollow trees ; in fad, they 
are the chief food of fquirrels and mice. A very pellucid and fwcct oil is extraftcd 
from thefe feeds. 

Berries. 

Mountain a(h berries ; are gathered, and ufed to give a pleafant fia^ur to their drink* 
Black and red currants ; colleded in abundance^ and preferred in cafks among ice ; fome 

Na are 
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arc boiled and preferred. The black onlj extend to about Seredni ; but the red con* 

tinue growii\g a« far as Neizfhni. 
Cranberry ^Thefe arc fcarcc, and extend no farther north than Seredni : they arc always 

preferved raw, 
Brufniki ; Vaccinium vitis idaa ; Whortleberry — Thefe are very plenty as far as Neizftini, 

and arc preferved raw. 
Golnbniki ; arc very numerous. They feem to deh'ght in fuch ftony places as arc 

overflowed in the fpring. They arc very pleafant- tailed ; of a dark blue colour ; 

and grow on a low bufli exadly rcfcnibling a myrtle. They are preferved by boil. 

ing. 
Marofhka ; Rubus chamaemorus — ^Thefc are the favounte berry of the inhabitants, and 

grow in damp mofly places, particulariy near lakes. They, are reckoned a certain cure 

for the fcurvy ; and are always, preferved raw. 
Siecha ; growing on dry ftony places about the mountains, on a creeping fpecies of heathy ^ 

with (hort needle leaves ; they are very finally black, and ftony, are coUcAed in great , 

abundance, and preferved by boiling. 
Koezftinitfi ; Rubus Arfticus ; are fcarccy growiog about the roots of the aUer and out* 

rant bufhes. 



The inhabitants of thefe parts prepare their food an the follow^- 
ing manner : 

Bcfides boiling and frying fiih, is is done in every country, 
foups arc made of quabs, karas, and perch. The upper part of 
the head or griftle of the- nelm, fieg, and t(hir, are boiled, and 
ferved up cold as a whet, with faked onions j and the juice of 
cranberries inftead of vinegar. They bone boiled fifli, then beat 
them in a mortar to the confiftence of pafie, make it into the 
form of a pie, putting into it either the feld, the heads of falmon, 
or, which is reckoned beft, the liver of the quab, and bake it, with 
or without onions. 

The fpawn of fiflx beat up in a mortar, fometimes mixed with 
flour, aad fried with onions, is called baraban ; if fried like a 

cake 
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oake without onions, and preferved berries put oa the top, it is 
called fhangee.- 

Pike are Ikinned, and beat up raw, with onions, wild thyme, 
and pepper, made into force-meat balls, and inferted in foups and 
fifh pies ; and fometimes made into cakes, and fried. They are 
called teln^e. 

The thick gut of fifh, pa^icularly the quab, is boiled, and 
ferved up cold, with different berries, by way of defcrt after 
dinner. 

Their drink is the fermented juice of berries mixed with watcn 
They make vinegar, or rather a good fubftitute for it, by ferment- 
ing onions with flour, or the pounded -inner bark of the larch; 
and I thought it very good. 

An infufion of wild thyme, of dog-rofe leaves and ftalks, and 
of the plant called tfliernoi golovnik, is ufed inftead of tea. 

Tufks of the mammont are found very mimeroufly about the 

fandy high (hores of the river, at a confiderable depth ; and the 

fpring floods wafliing away the fand difcover them.^ I am not at 

all furprifed at their being buried To deep ; for every fpring the 

flood leaves immenfe quantities of fand and earth on the fhores 

of the rivers ; perhaps to the depth of two to three inches, and 

among bufhes much more. They are equal to elephants' teeth in 

whitenefs and beauty, but very different in their fhape, being all 

bent fpirally, forming about one round and a half. The largeft 

that we found, which was on the (hores of the Icy Sea, meafured 

as follows, French meafurement : 

Length, 
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Length, with the bend, 

Diftance from one end to the other, ftraight, 

Circumference near the root 

The thickeft part 22 inches from the root 

Of the middle - - - 

Of the point • - • 

Weight i37t lb. Ruffian weight, equal to 115 lb. weight avoir- 
dupois. 

The outfide was very brown from its having been expofed to 
the weather ; and it was cracked through the coat, or upper 
ftratum, about an inch. The infide was quite firm, and very- 
white. 

The horns of another animal are frequently found, adhering to 
a part of the fkull, and refemble very much thofe of the buffalo. 
The elaftic part of thefe are much efteemed by the Tungoofe, &c* 
for ftrengthening their bows. 

I am forry that my want of knowledge in natural hiftory, mi- 
neralogy, and botany, prevents my giving a better account of 
thefe almoft unknown parts. Had we been accompanied by any 
fkilful perfon, I fliould have made this fcience a chief part of my 
ftudy* Situated as I was, I obferved every circumftance as well 
as I could, and communicate my remarks in the bed manner I 
am able. 

I (hall now lay before my readers the refult of my inquiries 
among the inhabitants. 

Daniel 
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Daniel Tretiakoff, a Coflac in the 90th year of his iagc, gave 
me the following intelligence: — ^^ I came here in 1739 with a 
*' commiflary, who was fent to collect tribute ; and I was de- 
** tained here as interpreter by Laptieff, who made an attempt to 
" crofs the Icy Sea, and returned late in the fame autumn. Virch- 
" ni was then inhabited by exiles, who were trading pedlars. 
** Yukagers were very numerous then ; and I believe they <Je- 
** rived the name from one of their warriors : thofc of the Omo- 
V Ion, were called Tfheltiere ; thofe of the Alafey, Onioki ; and 
** thofe of the Anadyr and Annui, Tfliuvantfi and Kudinfi. Wars 
** with the Tfliutfki and Koriaks, and fatal difeafes, have almoft 
" extirpated the race* I have heard of a numerous ;iation inha- 
" biting the Kovima, called Konghini, and think it was from 
" them that the river obtained the name of Kovima. Remains 
** of many vilhiges were feen on the borders of the river, and 
" numbers of ftone hatchets, and ftone pointed arrows^ have beea 
" found about their ruins. 

" There were but very few Yakuti when I fir ft came ; and I 
** believe that none* of them were here 70 years back. The pro- 
** vifions for fupplies to Kamtfhatka and Anadirfk ufed to be fent 
" from the Kovima, up the river Annui^ and down the Anadir. 
" At that time traders frequently vifited us, and very fine fables 
** were caught in abundance, particularly about the Omolon^ 



" On Pavlutlki^s return from his firft attempt to fubdue the 
" Tfliutfki, the oftrog at Neizlhni waa full of women prifoners. 
•* Numbers were returned ; fome he attempted to fend to Ruffia, 
•* but every one of them died on the road/* 

He gave me the following account of SBialauroff^s expedition 
in 1762 : 

♦'In 
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^* In the beginning of the year, Ivan BachofF, his aflbciate, -an 
^* exiled naval officer, died at Neizflini,and left Shalauroff to exe- 
*' cute the cnterprife alone. About St. Elias's day he weighed 
" anchor from his winter buildings at the eftuary of the Kovima. 
*' His followers were exiles and runaway foldiers, not hired to 
** receive pay, but volunteers, to receive a proportionate fhare of 
f* the produce of the voyage, intended in queft of ivory and furs. 
" Of fuch as could write and read he made officers, and the 
^^* fubordinates were mutually agreed upon. 

•^* He had failed but a very little way before he encountered 

" contrary winds, which detained him till the loth of Auguft. 

** Much ice was 'in fight, but none near the vefflel. He now 

^^ kept well in with the fhore, pafled Barannoi Kamen, and 

'^^ reached a point of land to the eafl:, which may be feen in dear 

*^ weather. Here the ice inclofed them three days, and damaged 

*' the rudder, which, however, was foon repaired. This point 

♦* of land is the fouthern cape of a deep bay, at the entrance of 

^^ which is an ifland of moderate iize« 

^* The weather was Tery cold, and the crew vranted to feek for 
^ a wintering place. Shalauroff, finding the fca moderately clear 
" of ice, endeavoured to perfuade them to go farther j to which, 
^* however, they would not agree ; and on the 25th Auguft he 
*** fteered into the bay, round the northern extremity of the ifland, 
" to feek a place wherein they might pafs the winter j but as there 
** was neither wood nor fifli to be obtained, and his crew would 
•* not liften to his perfuafions to continue their voyage, he was 
** compelled, againft his inclination, to return to Neizffini. Here 
hi« companions difperfed, but he himfelf went to Mofco. In 
1764 he undertook another voyage under the fandion of govem- 
"** ment 5 but he never returned, nor was afterwards heard of.*' 

Dauerkio^ 
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Datierktn, our Tfliutlki interpreter, aflured us, that ShalatrrofTs 
Veffel was found driftrag, near the mouth of the Kovima, m the 
autumn of the fame year that he put to fea ; and that his people 
were found frozen to death about ao or 30 verfts eaft of Barannoi 
Kamen in a tent, with provifion, ammunition, and arms. I note 
this piece of information, although I think it very inconftftent, 
and do not believe it. 

Affanaffy Kaffimoff, an inhabitant of Neizflml, who formerly 
refided at Anadirfk, aflured me, that in the year 1766, or 67, 
the Tfhutfki brought him feveral paintings of Ruflian faints; 
that fome of them had cloth jackets, and that they were defirous 
-to get gunpowder. They faid, that they had found thefe things 
on ftiore. This was in the fpring of the year ; and he fuppofed 
that it was the property of Shalauroff and his people, of which 
they had been pillaged, and afterwards probably murdered, by 
the Tfhutfki. They faid that the articles were found to the 
north of the bay of Anadyr. I am inclined to think that Sha- 
lauroff doubled the capes, and was cut off in attempting to pafe 
the winter among the Tfhutfki. 

On the 23d September we obtained a few horfes, and on the 
25th difpatched the firfl party to Yakutfk with Mr. Bakoff. On 
the 28th, Mr/ Saretfheff departed with the chief hands. ' Captain 
Billings and I followed on the 8th of Odober. We crofTed the 
Alafey mountains at the fource of the river of that name, and 
came into the fame road that I had taken from Zafliiverfk, at 
which place we arrived the 2 2d Odlober, and remained there 
three days : we then proceeded, croffed the Virchoyanfki chain 
at the fource of the Yana, and arrived at Yakutfk on the 1 3th 
November, after fuffering inconceivable hardfhips from the feve- 
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xity of the cold, and- travelling on horfebaclc I computed the 
diftance at 1300 verfts in the fummer feafon ; but have every 
xeafon to believe, that it muft be 200a or 2300 verfts, when tra- 
vellers are compelled to go round the bogs and lakes, and to feek 
fordable places in the rivers : the Yakuti and Ruffians call it 2500 
verfts. 

On the fouth fide of the Virchoyanlki mountains, the face of 
the country is lefs barren ; and, in addition to the trees before 
mentioned, are the fir and common pine in abundance, and of 
large fize«. 
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CHAP. VIL 

Meet with Mr. Ledyard^ who travels with the Command to Jrkatjk. — 
He is arrejiedbyan order from the Emprefsy andfent under a guard 
to Mofco. — The Governof'Generaly Jakobi^ called to St. Peter/burg. 
''-The Command arrives at Takutjk. — Some particulars refpedling 
Lacboff^s Travels to the Icy Sea^ 1770-3. — Cbvoinoff's Journey 
thither in 1775. — The Command arrives at Ochot/ky but returns 
immediately to winter at Takut/k. 

At Yakutlk we found, to our great furprife, Mn Ledyard, an 
old companion of Captain Billings, in Cook's voyage round the 
world ; he then fcrved in the capacity of a corporal, but now 
called himfeif an American colonel, and wifhed to crofs^over to 
the American Continent with our Expedition, for the purpofe of 
exploring it on foot* 

Captain-Lieutenant Bering, who had been fent the 12th of 
February laft from the Kovima, to fuperintend the forwarding 
the neceflaries for the Expedition to Ochotfk, was alfo here. He 
had forwarded many articles during the fummer, and fent fome 
of the anchors and heavy baggage to the river Mayo, to be tranC- 
ported to Yudoitifki Kreft by the water communication, Th€ 
guns, medicines, failors' clothing, &c. weighing upwards of 100 
tons, ftill remained at Irkutfk, where they had lain ever finc6 laft 
winter. 

Captain Billings refolved to go himfeif to Irkutsk to fee thefc 
articles forwarded down the Lena fo foon as the river ihould o^trx in 
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the fpring. Accordingly, on the 29th December, he fet out with 
carriages on fledges, which we had made on purpofe. Mr. Led- 
yard, Robeck, Leman, his firft mate, and I, accompanied him ; 
the Ruffian fecretary and feveral neceffkry hands were ordered to 
follow with all poflible fpeed. 

We arrived the i6th January 1788^ and I took up my abode 
with my friend Brigadier Troepoifki. 

The Captain began making preparation for transporting the 
guns, &c. and fent to build veflels on the L^na at Kat/huga, 
where they were depofited. 

In the evening of the 24th Februafy^ while I was playing at 
cards -with the Brigadier and fome company of his, a fecretary 
belonging to one of the courts of juftice came in, and told us> 
with great concern, that the Governor- General had received po- 
fitive orders from the Emprefs, immediately to fend* one of the 
Expedition, an Englifliman, under guard to the private inquifitioa 
at Mofco } but that he did not know the name of the perfon, and 
that Captain Billings was, with a private party at the Governor^ 
Generars. Now, asLedyard and I were the only Englifhmea 
here, I could not help fmiling at the news, when twp huffkrs came 
into the room, and told me that the Commandant wifhed to fee 
me immediately. The confternation into which the vifitors- 
were thrown is not to be defcribed. I aflured them that it muft 
be a miftake, and went with the guards to the Commandant. 
Here I found Mr. Ledyard under arreft. He told me, that he 
had fent for Captain Billings, but he would not come to him. 
He then began to explain his fituation, and faid that he was taken' 
up as a French fpy, whereas Ca|)taia Billings could prove the con-- 
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trary ; but hC' fuppofed that he knew nothing of the matter, atid 
requefted that I would inform him. I did fo ; but the .Captain 
afllired me that it was an abfolute order from the Emprefs, and 
he could not help him. He, however, fent him a few rubles, and 
gave him a pelifle ; and I procured him his linen quite wet from 
the wafli-tub. Ledyard took a friendly leave of me, defired his 
remembrance to his friends, and with aftonifliing compofure leaped 
into the kibitka, and drove off, with two guards, one on each 
fide. I wiftied to travel with him a little way, but, was not per- 
mitted. I therefore returned to my company, and explained the 
matter to them ; but, though this eafed their ^minds with regard 
to my fate, it did not reftore their harmony. . Ledyard's be- 
haviour, however, had been haughty, and not at all condefcend- 
ing, which certainly made him enemies, 

I found a confiderable alteration in this cityj it, indeed, 
ftiU continued the fame hofpitable and agreeable place for a vifi- 
tor, but the harmony of the inhabitants was not fo complete. 
Not to tire miy readers with particulars, I fhall only acquaint 
them, that there now exifted a difference of opinion in the tb^wn, 
which led to the formation of two' parties. However, at the lat- 
ter end of March, the Governor-General, Jakobi, a good and 
worthy man, who had been panicularly kind to our Expedition, 
was called to St. Peterlburg. The heads of one party accompanied 
him, and harmony was again reftored. 

We remained here, enjoying excellent company and good liv- 
ing, with every rational entertainment, till the loth of May, 
whea we took our departure for Katfliuga.. 
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Digitized by 



Google 



I02 ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION 

Thirteen velTels were nearly ready for tranfponing our guns, 
medicines, glafs, failors' clothing, and our owij ftores ; and on 
the 15th, nine veflels being completely loaded, I received the 
charge of their conveyance to Yakutflc. The crews confifted of 
50 exiles of the worft clafe, and (ix foldiers. On the very firft 
day, I was under the neceflity of infliding punifhment on one of 
them for a theft, and forbade all perfons from leaving their vef- 
fel, appointing at the fame time a foldier to go on (bore for them 
every morning to make purchafes of provifions for the day, and 
allowed each man a daily portion of brandy out of my own pri- 
vate (lock. Whether this had any effeft upon them as an indul- 
gence, or that my determined manner of proceeding, and the 
feveritj of the punifliment that I inflided, more prevailed, I can- 
not tell ; but I never faw people more aftive, attentive, and obe-* 
^dient, than they were all the reft of the way. 

I arrived fafely on the 4th of June at Yakutlk, and immediate- 
ly crofled over with all the veffels to the oppofite plains. On the 
6th, I difpatched 150 hprfes, properly loaden, for Ochotlk, under 
the charge of fome foldiers. Horfes were kept in readinefs by 
Cs^ptain SaretfhefF and Mr. BakofF. The former gentleman took 
charge of the guns and all heavy materials, and conveyed them 
acrofs the country about 300 verfts to the river Mayo, where he 
had prepared veflels for their conveyance againft the ftream of 
•that river and the Yudoma. On the 8th, Captain Billings arrived 
with the remainder of the articles, the greater part of which were 
ftill unpacked, particularly cloth, yarns, &c. 

By the 15th of July, every artide was forwarded, and all our hands, 
txcept a few attendants, and our naturalift, Dr. Merck, who went 
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early in the fpring to the neighbourhood of the Viluyc, or Vilui, 
to obferve and colled the produdlions of thofc parts, from which 
excurfion he did not return till the beginning of Auguft. 

During my (lay in Yakutflc, I made it my particular bufinefs (a 
get acquainted with LachofF and his companions, with a view Qf 
obtaining fome information concerning bis travels to the Icy 
Sea. Lachoff was old and infirm, and recommended me, for any 
iptelligence that I required, to one of his companions, Zaitai Pro- 
todiakonolF, now a burgher and (hopkeeper in this town. 

Protodiakonoff accompanied LachofF in 1770 from his winteif 
buildings at the eftuary of the Yana, in the month of March, to 
Swatoi Nofs, the northern promontory of a bay which rcceiveift 
this river. 

^ They faw an immenfe herd of deer going ta the fouth, and 
obfervcd that their traces were from the north acrofs the Icy 
Sea. LachofF refolved, if poflible, to find out whence they came, 
and in the beginning of April fet out very early in the morning, 
with his nart drawn by dogs. Towards evening he arrived at an 
ifland, 70 verfts from the promontory, in a due north diredlion, 
where he pafled the night, and the next day proceeded farther, 
the traces of the deer ferving as a guide. About noon he arrived 
at a fecond ifland, 20 verfts diftant, and in the fame diredtion. 
The traces coming flill farther from the north, he continued his 
route At a fmall diftance from the fecond ifland, he found the 
ice fo rugged and mountainous, as to prevent his proceeding with 
dogs. He obferved no land ; and therefore, after pafTmg the night 
on the ice, he returned, and with great diflBculty, for want of pro- 
vifions for his dogs, regjuned Swatoi Nofs, He reprefented his 
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difcovery to the Chancery pf Yakutfk, and the intelligence was 
forwarded to St. Peterfburg. The Emprefs Catherine IL called 
the iflands by the name of the difcoverer, and gave him the ex- 
clufive right of colleding ivory and hunting animals in this place, 
atid in any other that he might thereafter difcover. 

In 1773^ he went with five workmen in a boat to the iflandss, 
*and continued acrofs ftraits, where he found the fea very fait, 
and a current fetting to the weft. He foon faw land to the north, 
the weather being pretty clear, and arrived on what he called the 
third ifland. The fliore was coveted with drift wood. The 
land was very mountainous, and feemingly of great extent j but 
no wood was feen growing, nor did he obfetve the traces of any 
human being. He found fome tuiks of the mammont, faw the 
tracks of animals, and returned (without making any other dif- 
covery) to the firft ifland, where Lachoff built a hut of the drift 
wood, and paflTed the winter. One of his companions left a 
kettle and a pal ma on the third ifland. 

This was reckoned a difcovery of fome importance, and the 
iand-furveyor ChvoinofF received orders from the Chancery of 
Yakutfk to accompany LachofF to this fartheft land, and take an 
>exa<a furvey of the fame. In 1775, on the 9th February, he left 
Yakutflc, arrived on the 26th March at Uft Yanflc Zemovia, or 
winter huts, at the eftuary of the Yana. He immediately pro- 
ceeded acrofs the bay to Swatoi Nofs, which is 400 verfts from 
the difcharge of the river, in a diredlion north north-eaft. On 
the 6th May he arrived at the firft ifland, which is 150 verfts 
long, and 80 verfts broad, on the wideft part, and ao verfts on the 
narroweft. In the middle is a lake of confiderable extent, but very 
(hallow, and the borders of which are fteep. The whole ifland, 
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except three or four inconfiderable rocky mountains, is compofed 
of ice and fand ; and, as the ihores fall, from the heat of the 
fun's thawing them, the tuiks and bones of the mammont are 
found in great abundance. To ufe ChvoinofTs own expreflSon, 
the ifland is formed of the bones of this extraordinary animal, 
mixed with the horns and heads of the buffalo, or fomething like 
it, and fome horns of the rhinoceros ; now and then, but very 
rarely, they find a thin bone, very ftraight, of confiderable length, 
and formed like a fcrew^ 

The fecond ifland is 20 vcrfls diflant from this ; low, and with- 
out drift wood ; 50 verfls in length, and from 20 to 30 verfb 
broad. Here alfo the tufks and other bones are found ; and great 
numbers of the arClic foxes are to be met with on both. The 
furface is a bed of mofs of confiderable thicknefs, producing a 
few low plants and flowers, fuch as grow about the borders of 
the Icy Sea. This mofs may be flripped off as you would take a 
carpet from a floor, and the earth underneath appears like clear 
ice, and never thaws : thefe fpots are called Kaltufae. 

The flraights to the third ifland are 100 verfts acrofs. He 
travelled along the fhore j and on the 2ifl May difcovered a very 
confiderable river, near which he found the kettle, palma, and 
fome cut wood, in the fame place and fituation as they had been 
left by LachofF's companions three years before Chvoinoff 's ar- 
rival. This river he called Tzarevaia Reka, in confequence of 
having difcovered it on the 2ifl of May. The fliores were co- 
vered with drift wood, all of it extremely fhattered. Afcending 
to the top of a very lofty mountain, he faw a mountainous land 
as far as his eye could trace in clear weather, extending eafl, wefl, 
and north. Continuing his route along the coafl 100 verfts, he 
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obferved three rivers, each of which brought down a great quan- 
tity of wood, and abounded in fiih ; and here the nerk, a fpecies 
of falmon frequenting Ochotfk and Kamtfliatka, was in abund- 
ance, though not found in the Kovima or Indigirka. On this 
land he pafled the Tummer, and returned in the autumn to Swa- 
toi Nofs. 

I alked, whether he obferved any regular ebb or flow of the 
tide ? He faid, that " he did not obferve any remarkable altera- 
tion/' Whether he recolledled how the curjrent fet ? " He be- 
lieved to the weft.'* Whether the water was fait ? '* Yes, and 
very bitter.'* He further obferved, that there were whales and 
belluga, white bears, wolves, and rein-deer. No growing wood 
was to be feen, and the mountains were bare ftone. None of 
thefe travellers took any notice of the depth of the water, nor 
were they acquainted with the nature of tides. 

This was the total fum of intelligence that I was able to obtain 
concerning this land ; and I am told, that fince Chvornoflf no 
traveller has paid a vifit to it. Perhaps the three rivers obferved 
arc only fo many difcharges running from one that is very confi- 
derable. « 

On the nth of Auguft we again fet out from Yakut fk for 
Ochotfk, accompanied by the Captain of the diftria, to examine 
into the ftate of numerous articles that had been fcatlered on the 
road, owing to the lofs of horfes. On the 23d we crofled the 
White River, without the leaft difliculty, and arrived on the 31 fl: 
at Yudomlky Kreft j where we found our guns ^nd heavy bag- 
gage all fafely arrived, and were informed that Mr. Saretfheflf 
had fet out for Ochotik four days before. I believe this to be 
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the firft inftance of baggage of any kind having been tranfported 
from Irkutlk to this place in one feafon by the water con- 
veyance* 

We arrived at Ochotflc the 6th of September, and found every 
thing going on in the beft order with fpirit and alacrity. Ob- 
ferving, however, that our fhips could not be ready for fea before 
next July, Captain Billings refolvcd upon returning to Yakutfk to 
pafs the winter. Captain SaretftiefF propofed furveying the coaft 
of the fea of Ochotik, as far as the Chinefe frontiers, in an open 
boat ; and Captain Billings promifed to meet him in the enfuing 
month of June at the difcharge of the Aldima, to which place he 
purpofed going by land and water, with Tungoofe guides from 
Yakutfk. Matters being thus fettled, on the 12th September 
Captain Billings, Mr. Robeck, and I, again expofed ourfelves to 
the dangers and difficulties of a journey on horfeback of 1200 
verfts at fo late a feafon of the year. We got into fevere winter 
at Yudomfky Kreft on Wednefday the 20th September. The 
next morning we had .20^ below the freezing point of Reaumur, 
and the river was full of drifting ice j notwithftanding which, 
daptain Billings attempted to go by water to Uft Mayo j but the 
fecond day we were frozen up, and obliged to return on foot to 
the Kreft. We obtained horfes, and proceeded on the 27th Sep- 
tember ; but the feverity of the weather and bad roads prevented 
our reaching Yakutfk till the beginning of November 1788* 

I now obferved, that the officers of government at Yakutft were 
fuddenly become wealthy j that fome, who with difficulty pro- 
cured the common neceflaries of life on our firft arrival in this 
town two years ago, were now enabled to keep a carriage, with 
every thing fuitable to that ftyle of living j and, upon the ftrideft 
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inquiry, I found, that thefe gentlemen were the volunteers who 
were fo adive in procuring horfes for the ufe of the Expedition. 

During the winter, I employed myfelf in procuring the beft in- 
telligence that I could obtain, in addition to what I already knew, 
concerning the Yakuti ; and the refult I fhall communicate in the 
following Chapter. 
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CHAP. X. 

Account of the Tukuti^ collcElcd from pcrfonal inquiry and rcfcarch. 

1 HE nation known among the Ruffians by the name of Yakuti 
call themfelves Socha, and fay that they Came originally from the 
fouth, A nation of Mongals inhabit the diftrid of Krafnpyarik, 
extending to China, who alfo call themfelves Socha, and fpeak 
the fame language as the Yakuti. Thefe relate the following 
ftory of their migration. 

The Toyon (i. e. Chief) Omogai Bey, with all his tribe and ' 
cattle, left the fertile plains fituated to the weft of the lake Bai* 
cal, or Baighal, to make way for a more powerful horde j re- 
treating to the grafly meadows between Irkutfk and the river 
Lena, now known by the name of the Burat(ki Step. Here he 
refided fome years, probably at continual ftrife with the Burati ; 
for he was compelled to fly from their fury, availing himfelf of 
the decreafing moon, at which time the Burati never attack their 
endemics. Omogai crolTed the Lena, at a fpot between where 
Katfliuga and Vercholenfk now Hands. He kept clofe to the 
river, making refting-places where he found pafture for bis cattle, 
until he arrived at the eftuary of the Olekma. In this neigh- 
bourhood are meadows affording plenty of grafs, the rivers are 
abundantly ftored with fifh, and the woods replete with wild 
beads. He might, indeed, have found places equally eligible be- 
fore he came fo far to the north ; but thefe. were the refort of the 
Tungoofe, and he would have expofed himfelf to their depreda- 
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tions ; for the Afiatic tribes, as well as thofe of America, were 
inveterate enemies to each other, and Ikirmifhes were the fure 
confequences of meeting in their hunting parties : even now thefe 
frequently happen. While Omogai was in this fituation, two of 
his hunters fell in with a man of their own race, who was called 
Aley, or Eley, and had made his efcape from the Burati. They 
took him to Omogai's who employed him as his labourer. His 
remarkable ftrength, fkill, and activity, foon recommended him 
to Omogais' particular notice, and he was .entrufted with the ma- 
nagement of fome excurfions. The aftonifliing fuccefs that at- 
tended all his enterprifes, induced Omogai to make him overfeer 
of all his tribe and effedts, which latter were confiderably incrcafed 
by the prudence of Aley 's management ; and, in confequence of 
this increafe, the chief was obliged to extend his pofTeflions to the 
vicinity «f the prefent town of Yakutfk arid the oppofite plains. 

Omogai, who had a daughter by his wife then living, and a 
young woman whom he had adopted, was old, jealous, and 
dreaded the efFeds of Aley's power. He obferved, that all his 
tribe efteemed Aley to adoration ; for they fuppofed him to 
poflefs fupernatural 'powers, and attributed his continual good 
fortune and fuccefs to the immediate influence of fpirits. This 
made him uneafy ; and, with a view of fecuring his pofTefllions 
and his name, he ofl^ered Aley his daughter in marriage. Aley 
now avowed himfelf a Shaman, and afliimed the pov/ers of divi- 
nation. He told Omogai, that his daughter would never have 
children, and therefore he would not take her ; but demanded the 
young woman that the chief had adopted, with whom he fhould 
have a numerous family. The mother violently oppofed this 
union, but Omogai at length confented. Aley's liffe was foon 
rendered very unpleafant by the perfecution of the mother and 
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daughter j but, having received very liberal prefents from Omogai 
at the time of obtaining the elderfhip of the tribe, and as rewards 
for his careful management not only of cattle and horfes, but alfo 
of men and women labourers, he was in pofleflion of independent 
wealth ; and therefore retired, with Omogai's confent, two days* 
journey from his habitation, and eftablifhed himfelf on the plains 
1 8 verfts north- weft of the prefent town of Yakutfk, by the fide 
of a branch of the river Lena^ now dry. Here he remained till 
the death of his benefadtor, when the grcateflr part of the tribe 
came over to him. Aley, who was now become extremely 
powerful, is reported to have had 12 fons and feveral daughters 
(Ghanghalas, or Chanhallas), the eldeft of whom was the founder 
of the Ghanghalafki tribe. The remaining hiftory of Omogai's 
wife and daughter I have not been able to learn ; .but the tribe is 
now known by the name of Batulinlk. It ia iaid to be. about 
300 years fince Omogai migrated hither. 

The Batulinfki tribe was afterwards increafed by a number of 
the Chorintfi Burats ; but the time of their union is unknown. I 
am inclined to think that their language was different ; for if a 
Yakut be not immediately underftood by his brethren, he expreffes 
his diflike to repeat the fentence, by laying, " I fpoke not with 
the tongue of a Chorintfi." They know not whence they ob- 
tained the name of Yakut, but call themfelves Socha in the plural, 
and Sochalar in the Angular ; I attribute the name to the founder 
of the town of Yakutfk, or to the name of the difcoverer of thefe 
people ; for Yakutoff is no uncommon name among the CofTacs* 
in the government of Irkutllu 

The .firft intelligence that Ruflia obtained of thefe people was 
in 1620, when they were difcovered by the Coffacs that inha» 
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bited the Mangazey. At that time they were divided into many 
tribes ; and the diflenfions that exifted among them contributed to 
their being fubdued. 

Millach is the firft chief reported to have gone over to the Ruf- 
fians. He had a fmall tribe, vehich feparated from the Ghangha- 
lafki, under the charge of the chief Tygin. Millach inhabited a 
hill on the eaftern fhores of the Lena, 60 verfts below Yakutflc, 
called Tfhebedal. He fupplied the Ruffians with food, and gave 
them 40 archers to fubdue Tygin anS his tribe, which was ac- 
compliflied on Tygin*s falling in the field. Tribute was collefted 
in 1630, and in 1632 the firft oftrog was built among them on 
the mountain Tfliebedal, but afterwards removed to the place 
where the town now ftands. Millach*s tribe is now known by 
the name of Nam(ki Ulus, or Our Tribe, a name given to it by 
the Ruffians. 

Their number is computed at Yakutfk to be 50,000 males ; but 
I am inclined to think that they are not fo numerous ; and my 
reafons are thefe : TTiey fay themfelves, that in 1780 they were 
more numerous than they are now, much better circumftanced, 
and in an increafing ftate. At that time they had only one 
Commanded and his Affiftant *. Upon the Socha chiefs bring- 
ing their annual tribute, they always obferved the cuftom of fhew- 
irtg their particular attachment, by making thefe gentlemen a 



♦ I am here induced to remark, that before the Emprefs Catherine 11. eftablifhed go- 
vemn>cnt8 and courts of jullice throughout the empire (1782). all thefe diftant towns and 
diflricls were governed by a voyavod and his fecretary, and Coffacs were fent amo»ig the 
tributary tribes to enforce the imperial mandates. On the eftablifhment of.thc •govermoent, 
every town had its mayor and different courts of juftice allowed ; fo'that there now cxift 
many town3 in thefe remote ptrts» where the inhabitants confiit of govemment people 
only, * , 
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trifling prefent of furs, horfes, and cattle, and fupplying their 
table with flefli, fifh, milk, and butter, and alfo with wild fowl 
Confidering their immenfe pofleflions, and the cheapnefs of all 
the articles, thefe prefents were never felt as of any confequcnce 
by the individuals "who made them. At prefent, however, their 
(lock is confiderdbly diminiftied, not amounting to one tenth part 
of what it was. Inftead of having only the voyavod and his fecre- 
tary to deal with, they now know not how many commanders they 
have to pay their refpedls to. A commandant, a captain of the 
diftria, a diredor of economy, judges of the different courts of 
juftice, with their fecretaries and dependants, and other officers, 
are occafional travellers among them ; befide which, they com- 
plain of numberlefs exadlions according to the arbitrary will of 
their fuperiors, only authorifed by their own prcfumption. 

Theie circumftances undoubtedly difcourage the aftlvity of the 
Yakut, who no longer endeavours to procure wealth, becaufe it is 
the likelieft means of making him the object of pcrfecution. Thus 
property, tranquillity, and population decreafe. The princes or 
chiefs dwelling near towns acquire their luxuries, and opprefs 
their dependant tribes to procure wine and brandy in addition to 
their koumis ; this was never known among them till the year 
1785. I will farther add, that in 1784 the diftrid of Gigan£k 
produced 4834 tributary natives; but in 1789 their number 
amounted only to 1938. Mr. Bonnar, the captain of the diftri£t 
of Zafhiverlk, told me, that the tributary nations in his circle 
amounted to only half the number that they were five years ago 
and that thefe were very poor indeed. To my certain knowledge, 
upwards of 1500 Yakuti are hired as labourers by the inhabitants 
of the town of Yakutfk ; their wives dwell with the tribes, and 
ido not fee thdr huib^nds for years. However, I have fome other 
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reafons, which will be mentioned hereafter, to account for the: 
decreafe in the population of this nation. 

Of the firft huts about the river Newya, near Olekma, and all 
along the river Lena to its eftuary, the inhabitants are in indigent 
circumftances ; as are alfo thofe of the Ochot, Amicon, Momo,, 
Indigirka, AJafey^ Kovima, and Jana, who feleft fuch plains as 
afford food for their cattle ; while the mountains are the places, 
of refort of the Tungoofe. The Yakuti that inhabit the Vilui,, 
Aldan, Ud, and all the intervening plains, are immenfely rich ia 
eattle« 

There is perhaps no nation in the world that can exhibit 2^ 
greater variety' with regard to lize* The affluent, whofe dwell* 
ings are fituated about the meadows on the fouth fide of the 
Virchoyanlki chain, are from five feet ten inches to fix feet four 
inches high, well proportioned, extremely ftrong, and very adive ;. 
while the indigent inhabitants of the more northern parts are in 
general below the middle fize, indolent, and of an unhealthy^ 
complexion, evidently ftunted by the badnefs of their food, the 
feverity of the climate, and the want of proper cloathing. Their 
wealth confifts in horfes and homed cattle. The private propcrty^ 
of no individual at this inflant exceeds 2000, all fpecies included ;: 
formerly, numbers of them poffeffed 20,000, according to their 
own teftimony, and that of the old Coffac before mentioned. 

With regard to their capacity of fopporting themfelves, they^ 
are inde|>endent. Their only neceffaries are, a knife, hatchet 
(or palma), flint and ftecl, and a kettle ; and with thefe articles the 
alUproviding hand of God fufficiently fuppUes them, and capaci- 
tates them to furnifh the other tribes*. From the iron ore of the 
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Vilui they make their own knives, hatchets, &c. and of fuch 
temperature as baffles the more enlightened art of the Ruffians* 
This ore may Ije called native iron, from the little trouble they 
have m preparing it. Every utenfil and article of drefs they 
make themfehres. 

In their roving parties, on the chafe or travelling, they only 
take with them a fcanty fupply of koumis, depending on chance 
for the reft ; and (hould their purfuits prove unfortunate, they 
^nd their food in the inner bark of the pines and birch-trees, or 
the different edible roots. Squirrels are very good eating, but 
their favourite food is. the whiMng marmot. 



RELIGION. 

The Socha regard themfelves as in a perfed ftate of demono^ 
<:racy. In general converfation, they call God, Tanghra j a church, 
Tanghra Dfhi, God's houfe ; and Sundays, Tanghra Kuin, God^s 
day. I could not obtain any explanation of the attributes of 
Tanghra. Thofe of other gods they explain as follows : 

Aar Toyon (the merciful chief) : To him they attribute the 
creation, and fuppofe him to have a wife, whom they call Kubey 
<• Chatoon (fhining in glory) : they are both all-mighty.— Another 
:god, named Wechfyt (the advocate), carries up their prayers, and 
executes the refolutions of the godhead : Wechfyt, they fay, ufed 
frequently to appear among them, and ftill continues now and 
then to fhew himfelf, affuming the form of a white ftallion, or 
different birds, from the eagle to the cuckoo. — Sheflugai Toyon 
{the protestor) : he intercedes for them, and procures all defirable 
things, as children, cattle, riches, as well as all good and com« 
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fortable things : his wife they call Akfyt (the giver). — ^Thefe are 
their benevolent gods ; and I may add to the number a being 
which they adore in the fun : te thefe they ofFer^ facrifices only 
CHice a year. They attribute a particular being to the fire, and 
conflantly offer facrifices, fuppofmg him equally poffeflfed of the 
powers of good and evil.— Their malevolent fpirits are very nu* 
merous ; for they have no lefs than 27 tribes or companies of 
aerial fpirits : their chief they call Ooloo Toyon : he has a wife 
and many children : Sugai Toyon (the god of thunder) is his 
minifler of immediate vengeance (Sugai is hatchet) : the reft they 
diftinguifh by the names of different colours. Cattle and horfes 
are facred to. the different fpirits. whofe colours they bear. They 
alfo reckon eight tribes of fpirits inhabiting Mung Taar (ever- 
lafting mifecy)* Their chief U called Afharay Bioho (the 
mighty) : thefe have wives, and the cattle facred to them are 
quite black : their departed fhamans are fuppofed to unite to 
thefe% They are in great dread of another evil goddefs, whom 
they call Enachfys (cowherdefs) : Ihe damages the cows, inflids 
diforders on them, deftroys calves, &c. and is frequently ho^ 
Qourcd with offering to be ptopitioua, to their flock* 



eERFMONIBS;^ 

Theiv holidays, commence with the month of June, and laft 
about 15 days. The mares having caft, a fhort time is allowed, 
the colts tp. fuck^. that they may acquire ftrength j, they are then 
tied up,, or pent in coops about the hut, to prevent their fucking 
^t will ; whitch is only allowed twice a d^y, when the mares are 
milked. The milk is collected in fymirs, or large leather buckets 
^qroxfid likQ a. bottli^, wide at bottom, and narrow at the top, each. 

3, cQAUining 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO THE EASTERN OCEAN, &c. iry 

containing about an anker ; into this a fmall piece of the ftomach 
of a calf or colt is thrown, and fome water mixed with it. It iff 
then kept in conftant agitation by a broad-ended ftick, until it 
ferments, and acquires an agreeable acidity*, which is very nourifh*-' 
ing ; and if taken in great quantities^ it has an intoxicating qua- 
lity. Of this drink, which they call koumis, every one collets 
as much as he can ; and fome of the chiefs obtain more than- 
500 ankers of it.. A day ia then fixed upon by each chief to- 
confecrate his ftock, which is performed as follows ; 

A (ummer hut is built of thin poles of a conical form, covered 
with the inner bark of birch» on fome extenfive meadow. It ia 
ornamented infide and out with branches of the birch-tree, and a 
hearth is made in the centre^ Relations and acquaintances are 
invited to the banquet j but all guefts are welcome of every na»- 
tion indifcriminately. The magicians take the head feats ; others, 
aie feated according to the eflimation of their fehiority ^.^ 

When the hut is full, the elder ihaman rifes, and commands 
one of the Socha that he knows to be qualified (namely, that has 
not feen a corpfe viritljin the month, and that has never beecb 
accufed of theft,, or bearing^ falfe witnefs againft any^body, whicht 
defiles them for ever, and renders them unqualified for this facred 
and folemn. ta&) to take a large goblet, called a tflioron, which is. 
uied to drink out of on folema occafions^ and fill it with koumis^ 
out of the firft fymir ; then to place himfelf before the hearth, 
with his face to the eaft, holding the tfhoron to his bread about 

* Years do not ftcurc thermic of fcaior, (Oghonior,) which is the greateft: term. of 
k{|)c£1 that the Socha know. Magicians have it, and all fuch as are capable of advifing 
the fm>per means to be adopted to fecure. fuccefs to fuch pubUc and private concerns as are: 
muntuotts and good* 
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two minutes. He then pours koumis three times 6n the hot 
embers, as an offering to Aar Toyon, Turning a very little to 
the right, he pours three times to Kubey Chatoon ; then to tha 
fouth he ofiers in the fame manner taeach of the benevolent gods. 
With his face to the weft, he pours three times to the 27 tribes 
of aerial fpirits ; and three times to the north to the eight tribes 
of the pit, and to the manes of their departed forcerers. After a 
fhort paufe, he concludes his libation by an offering to Enachfys 
the cowherdefs. The forccrer then turns the man with his face 
to the eaft, and commences a prayer aloud, thanking the god- 
head for all favours received, and foliciting a continuance of their 
bounty. On concluding his prayer, he takes off his cap, with 
which he fans himfelf three times^ and cries out aloud^ " Oorui !'* 
(grant) which is repeated by all prefent. The elder fhaman then, 
taking the tflioron, drinks a little, and hands it to his brethren of 
the fame order ; from whom it paffes to the company as they fit, 
except fuch as are defiled. Women arc not admitted into the 
hut J nor are they, or the difqualified, allowed any of the koumis 
out of the firft fymir, which they call fanftified^ as poffeffing the 
power of purifying and ftrengthening in a divine fenfe. 

They all now go out of the hut, and feat themfelves on the 
ftrewed branches of birch, in half circles fronting the eaft. All 
the fymirs are carried out, and placed between the branches of 
trees ftuck in the earth, and they commence drinking; every 
crefceat having their fymirs, tflioron, and prefiding fhaman, 
who fills the goblet, anci pufhes k about with the courfe of the 
fun. The quantity that they^ drink is incredible. Tournaments 
now begin, wreftling, running, leaping, &c.j and if any one 
carry off the prize in all the achievements, he is efteemed as par- 
^ularly favoured by the deities, and receives more refpe<3: and 
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credit in his teftimony than falls to the lot of a common man. 
When the ceremony is finiftied, they mount their horfes, forming- 
half circles, drink a parting draught, and, wheeling round with 
the fun's courfe, ride home. Women attend, and form parties 
among themfelves at fome diftance from the men, where they 
drink, dance, &c. 

MAGICIANS, OR SHAMANS. 

Men and women are both admitted to this order ; but very few 
of the latter, as particular circumftances attending their birth or 
infancy can alone authorife their inauguration. Young men are 
inftruded by an old profefTor, who accompanies them by day and 
night to the moft folitary parts of the woods^; fhews them the fa- 
vourite fpots of the fpirita of the air, and of the pit j and teaches 
them to cite their appearance, and claim their influence* I have heard 
moft wonderful relations of their power, even from the Rufllans ; 
but, notwithftanding I have feen their enchantments or incanta- 
tions many times, I never could difcover any of their feats equal 
to that of a common conjurer in England. The following is an 
account of their performance : 

When a fick Socha fends for a fhaman to appeafe the wrath of 
the evil fpirits that torment him, the forcerer takes a fwitch, ties 
a few hairs from the ^ane of a horfe to the end of it, walks and 
jumps about the fick perfon, waves his fwitch, and conjures the 
demons to appear and relate the caufe of their tprmenting him, 
and how they are to be appcafed- 

After fome time has pafled in this invocation, he ftarts, pre- 
tends to fee the fpirits, and, liftening to their iidmonition for fome 
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time, turns to the patient, and tells, him whence the fpirits came ; 
that it was with a view of deftroying him, but that they might be 
induced to accept as a facrifice, inftead of him, a fat mare or a cow, 
mentioning the particular colour. This is immediately procured ; 
for whoever has one anfwering the defcription readily gives it. 

The offering being procured, the fliaman dreflfes himfelf in full 
form, walks with his fwitch to the poflefTed, embraces him, and 
commands the demons to leave him j then, rifing in great agita- 
tion, he fuddenly fprings upon the offering, raving and fliouting 
as much as he poflibly can : the beaft. now ftarting, and being 
reftlefs, is a proof of the pain that it endures from the demon. 

The following morning the facrifice is led to the place ap- 
pointed, which is always on a rifing ground at the entrance into 
a wood. Four poles are driven into the ground, on which they 
eredl a ftage covered with twigs, whereon the offering is flain 
and {kinned. The flefh is drefled and eaten on the fpot ; the 
bones colieded, wrapped up in the twigs t;hat were on th/ fcaffbld, 
put infide the fkin of the animal, and ftuck at the t6p of fome 
tree on the fpot : if the facrifice was to the aerial fpirits, the head 
is direded upwards j if to the fpirits of the pit, the head is look- 
ing downwards. The forcerer then, arrayed in his magic robes, 
takes his tambour, and begins his formal fpells ; beating his tam- 
bour, raving, jumping, and ufing an unintelligible jargon in the 
moft extravagant manner j his long hair hanging over his face, 
he conjures the fpirit of the facrifice to its demons, and the de- 
mons to their proper place of retirement ; feems, feveral times dur- 
ing his incantations, to faint, during which paroxyfms he receives 
the infpired power of prognofticating the fate of the difeafed, 
and the day cither of his rcftoration to health, or of his death. If 
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he prove miftaken, it is not regarded as arifing from want of {kill, 
but the unacceptablenefs of the facrifiee, which is occafionally re- 
newed till he dies or recovers. 

If a (haman acquaints any family that fome demon is intent on 
inflicting a punifliment, oflferings are made to avert the evil ; not 
of live beads, but the rich fkins of animals, which are hung up in 
a confpicuous part of the hut, and buried with the owner when 
he di^. 

The magician's drefs is a leather jacket, with fleeves from the 
fhoulder to the elbow ; along the outer feam, long flips of leather 
are fewn, as alfo round the bottom, hanging to the ground. The 
jacket Is covered witl^ iron plates, and pieces of iron and brafs 
hanging, which makes a difmal noife while he is leaping about 
and beating his tambour. He has alfo a piece of leather, like a 
long apron, reaching from his chin to his knees, tied before, and 
ornamented in the fame manner. His tambour is very large, and 
alfo ornamented in the edges and crofs bars with iron and brafs ; 
and his ftick is covered with the (kin of fome fliort-haired animal. 
He alfo wears, at the commencement of his incantations, a fur 
cap ; but this he throws oflf almoft as foon as he begins his magic 
fpells. 



METHOD OF DIVIDING TIME. 

The year they call gil, and divide it into four feafons, faas 
(fpring), foyin (fummer), kuifan (autumn), and kifun (winter). 
A month they call ooi ; of thefe they have 1 2 in the year, of 
30 days, adding a fupplemental moon for the deficiency every 
dxth yean Their months are named as follow : 
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Befia 


Budding month 


May 


Otti 


Hay ditto 




June 


Otterfliachia 


Hay forks 


(lacking 


July 


Tierdinnai 


Fourth 




Auguft 


Beffinnai 


Fifth 




September 


Altidnai 


Sixth 




Oaober 


Settinnai 


Seventh 




November 


Okfinnai 


Eighth 




December 


Tochfinnai 


Ninth 




January 


Ollunnai 


Tenth 




February 


Koluntutor 


Stallion 




March 


Buffuftur 


Thawing 




April. 


They have no 


fpecific name for the fupplementaT month every 


fixth year. 









They knovr the time of night by the fituation of the great 
bear and the polar (lar : the former they call araghas iblus. 

Of the approaching fcafons they judge by the following phe- 
nomenon. If the pleiades, which they call oorgel, appear before 
the moon when feven days old in the month of January, they 
exped fpring to commence in the beginning of April ; if when 
nine days old, at the end of April ; but if this happens on the- 
tenth day, they expe<9: a late fpring, and begip to be very 
faving of their fodder. They reckon diftance hy time j and 30 
or 40 verfts, according to the goodnefs of the roads, make a day's 
journey. 



PUNISHMENTS, CUSTOMS, SUPERSTITION^ Scc. 

I have not traced any atrocious vices among the Yakuti or 
Socha. Robberies are feldom committed j fometimes, indeed,. 
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tbey lofe cattle 5 but this I believe to be more the efFed of their 
llraying than their being ftolen, as dctedion is almoft certain ; 
for they have an aftonifhing memory^ and relate all their lofTes at 
every public meeting, as w^eddings, &c. ; and if any one has in his 
travels fcen fuch a beaft as is defcribed, he relates where and when : 
thus they are traced, and the punifliment is, not only reftoratioa 
to the party injured, but the thief is compelled to make good all 
the lofles of the other Yakuti during the year, whether he has 
ftolen the property or not. If an accufation be laid againft any 
by his companion, of having ftolen and eaten or killed cattle^ he 
muft either pay for the fame, receive a flogging (which is very dif^ 
graceful)^ or take an oath of his innocence ; and, (hould an innocent 
man be accufed, he will, in gefteral, rather pay for theiti thaii 
take the ftipuhted oath, which is adrainiftered with the following 
ceremony : 

A magician places his tambour and drefs before the fire, the 
ambers of which are burning. The accufed ftands before it, 
facing the fun, and fays: " May I lofe during my life all that 
** man holds dear and defirable, father, mother, wives, children^ 
" relations ; all my pofleffions and cattle ; the light of the fun, 
*' and then my own life ; and may my fpirit fink to eternal mi* 
** fery (mung taar), if I be guilty of the charge laid againft me !'* 
The magician throws butter on the hot embers ; the man ac*- 
t:ufed muft then ftep over the tambour and drefs, advance to the 
fire, and fwallow fome of the exhaling fmoke from the butter ; 
then, looking to the fun, fay, " If I have fworn falfe, deprive me 
^* of thy light and heat." Some of the tribes clofe the ceremony 
by making the accufed bite the head of a bear ; becaufe they 
allow this beaft to have more than human wifdom, and fuppofe 
that ibme bear will kill the aggreflbn 
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They ar.e very revengeful of infults ; nay, even entail revenge 
on their progeny : nor do they ever forget a benefit received ; for 
they not only raake reftitution, but recommend to their offspring 
the ties of friendfhip and gratitude to their benefadors. They 
are very obedient to their chiefs and oghoniors, and (hew their 
attachment by frequent vifits and prefents. They are extremely 
hofpitable and attentive to travellers, efpecially to fuch as behave 
with a degree of good nature, and very inquifitive and intelli- 
gent ; for they aik queflions freely, and anfwer any without em- 
barraffment or hefitation. They are anxious to fecure friendfhip 
and a good name, and feem to fludy the difpofitions of fuch as may 
be of fervice to them, to whom they are liberal in prefents, aftd 
even in flattery. They deliberate in council on all matters of 
public concern, as the courfc to be taken by each in the chafe, &c. 
The oghoniors are furrounded by the reft, and their advice is 
always taken. I have never feen an old man contradidled or 
oppofed, but always as implicitly obeyed as a father of a family. 
A young man ever gives his opinion with the greateft refped 
and caution ; and even when afked, he fuhmits his ideas to the 
judgment of the old. 

The Yakut! are a healthy and hardy race, bear the extremes of 
heat and cold to an aftonifhing degree, and travel in the feverefl 
frofts on horfeback, frequently fuffering much from hunger ; they 
are, however, fubjedt to rheumatic pains, boils, the itch, and fore 
eyes J and great numbers were carried off in 1758 and 1774 by 
the fmall-pox and meafles : the fhamans are their dodors. They 
are extremely fuperftitious, and almoft every tribe has its objeft 
of veneration, but not of worfhip, as the eagle, the fwan, the 
ftallion, &c. Ravens, crows, and cuckoos, are ominous birds ; 
if thefe perch near their huts, they dread fome misfortune, which 
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is only to be averted by (hooting the bird. Eagles and large 
birJs of prey are, on the contrary, the foreboders of good. They 
always take care that the doors of their huts (hall face the eaft. 
The fire-place is nearly in the middle ; the back of the chimney 
towards the door, and a free pafl^ge quite round it. The fides of 
the hut are furnifhed with benches and fmall cabins, which ferve 
for fleeping places. The bench extends about four feet into the 
hut, where the inhabitants fit. The men keep the fouth fide, 
and the women the north. Except the hoftefs, no woman may 
give any thing to eat or drink to a male ftranger before the fire- 
place, but muft walk round the chimney to prefent iu 

They never wafli any of their eating or drinking utenfils j but, 
as foon as a difh is emptied, they clean it with the fore and middle 
finger ; for they think it a great fin to wafh away any part of 
their food, and apprehend that the confequence will be a fcarcity. 
Their earthen veflels they keep extremely clean, becaufe they 
can make therti fo by burning, in which cafe the fire accepts the 
remains that adhered to the fides. Before they begin to eat any 
thing, they throw a fmall fpoonful into the fire as an offering of 
thanks. The rich are efteemed to be under the protedion of the 
gods ; but the poor are reje£led as forfaken, and only {^roteded 
by their relations, or obliged to hire themfelves out to work* 
Every Yakut bears two names, and is never called by the right, 
except in cafes of neceflity ; thus they think they evade the 
fearch of the evil fpirits bent on tormenting them. They never 
mention the dead, except allegorically, and leave the hut to ruins 
wherein any one has expired, thinking it the habitation of 
demons. 

Travelling 



Digitized by 



Google 



«fi ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION 

Tra^elliiig wllh Captain Billings to the river Mayo, I obferved 
the following offering in the hut of Surtuyea Birdugin, an un- 
chriftened prince or chief, to Sheflugai Toyon and his wife Akfyt, 
for the bleffing of children, called Ogo Oyetto, the child's neft. 
It' was a btorfe-hair cord tied round the chimney, leading to' the 
flecping place of the hoft and hoftefs, ornamented with bunches 
of horfe hain Two round pieces of the bark of birch, to repre* 
fent fun and moon, fufpended ; alfo the reprefentation of a ftaU 
Hon and a mare formed out of the bark, and a few wooden dolls 
dreffed." The cord was fattened to the poft at the head of theif 
bed, where was placed a wicker bafket with mofs and fur at the 
bottom ; and on a little table in the baiket was fet a very fmall 
wooden bowl, containing boiled flour ; all of which was placed 
by a ihaman with great magic ceremony. The prince has three 
wives, and was married 15 years without having had any chil- 
dren before this offering was made ; but afterwards each of his 
wives bore their (hare of children, and he has now ftx fons and 
daughters. This account was related to Captain Billings and 
me in the prefence of Mr. Hornoffky, the captain of the diftridl 
of Yakutft, by the prince himielf : each wife has her feparate 
dwelling fome miles diftant from either of the others ; and a fimi- 
kr offering is placed in each of their huts. 

At tfic time of parturition, the hufband Is called, and two 
ikilful women in his prefence affift the delivery. If a fon be 
born, a fat mare is killed on the third day ; all the neighbours 
are invited to fupper ; the child is rubbed all over with fat, and a 
name given to it,'— the mcore infignificant the better, for an elegant 
name would entice the demons to be continually about iL No 
ceremony is obferved if the child be a daughter. 

MARRIAGE 
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MARRIAGE CEREMONY, 

The ceremony of buying a wife is extremely formal and t©. 
dious. . A young man. who wifhes to marry fends his friend to 
alk the confent of the bride's father, and what kalyra (purchafe) 
he demands ; that is, how many horfes and cattle, as alfo the 
quantity of raw meat, horfe flefli, and beef, that he requires for 
treats and feafts : this they call kurim ; half of the quantity is 
always given in prefents to the bridegroom by the bride's father, 
and is called yrdy. The daughter's inclinations are always con- 
fulted ; and, if (he does not objedt, the kalym and kurim are fli-* 
pulated. The bridegroom kills two fat mares, dreffes the heads 
whole, and the flefli in pieces, and goes with three or four friends- 
to the father of the bride. On his arrival at the hut, one of his 
friends enters and places one of the drefled horfes' heads before 
the fire, and returns to his companions without fpeaking a word. 
They then ^1 enter the hut, and, a forcerer being placed oppofite 
the fire, the bridegroom kneels on one knee with his face towards 
h, into which butter is thrown j he then lifts up his cap a little, 
and nods his head three times without bowing his body. Thq 
forcerer pronounces him the happy man, and prophefies a 
fucceflion of happy years, &c. Then the bridegroom rifes, 
bows to the father and mother, and takes' his feat oppofitQ. the 
bride's place, but keeps filent. The meat i^ then brought in, 
and the father of the bride diftributes it among his own friends, 
but kills a fat mare ta treat his new guefts. Supper being over, 
the bridegroom goes to bed ; the bride^ who has not been prefent, 
b conduded into the hut and' to his bed by fome old woman, 
and they fleep together j fometimes, however, the bride does not 
appear at the firft vifrt.. In tlie. morning, the friends return home ; 
• but 
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but the bridegroom remains three or four days. A time Is now 
fixed for the payment of the kalym, either at the new or full 
moon. The kalym and kurim are then carried, without any ce- 
remony, and delivered in the prefence of m^ny friends, who are 
feafted, and the bridegroom remains again three or four days, 
and fixes a time to receive the bride at his own dwelling, which 
muft be new built on purpofe, and this alfo at the new or full 
moon. *A11 her relations, male and female, with friends and neigh- 
bours, fometimes more than a hundred, accompany the bride 
with her father and mother, taking with them eight or ten fymirs 
full of melted butter, and the drefled meat of three fat mares. 
They go to the new hut prepared for them ; three men are fent 
to the bridegroom in his old hut, and the greateft drinkers are 
chofen for this purpofe. On entering, the firft fays, " We are 
" come to fee your dwelling, and to fix pofts before your door.'* 
They then kneel on one knee before the fire. An ayach * is filled 
with koumis, and handed by two men to the three kneeling, each 
of whom empties an ayach at three draughts. They then rife 
and go out, all the company fainting them with one cheer. Three 
others enter ; the firft with nine fables, the fecond with nine foxes 
and the third with 27 ermine fkins : thefe they hang on a peg in 
the chief corner of the hut, and retire. Then a number of wo- 
men conduift the bride, her face being covered with ermine Ikins 
to the hut ; the entrance has a wooden bar placed acrofs it but 
of no ftrength, which the bride breaks with her breaft, and enters 
the hut. She is placed before the fire, holding her hands open 
before her, into which feven pieces of flicks . are put ; as alfo 
feveral pieces of butter, which {he throws into the fire. The 
ihaman pronounces a blefling ; Ihe then rifes, and is again con- 

• An urn-(haped wooden veffd with three leg?, which contains from two to four gallont. 
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du Aedy with her face concealed all the while, to the new hut, 
where the cover is taken from her face. The bridegroom enters, 
and feafts his guefts two days ; then prefents all his relations with 
cattle, oyer and above the kalim ; which is, however, returned, 
on paying their formal vifits, perhaps a year or more afterwards* 
Polygamy is allowed, and fome have fix wives j but the firft is 
refpeded by all the reft j they dwell in feparate huts j and in 
cafe of bad condud they are returned home, and the greateft part 
of the kalim is given back. This, however, very feldom hap- 
pens : I have not been able to hear of a fingle ^nftance. 



BURIALS. 

The corpfe is firft drefled in the beft apparel of the deceafed, and 
ftretched out ; the arms tied tight round the waift ; then inclofed 
in a ftrong box, with the knife, flint, fteel, and tinder ; alfo fome 
meat and butter, ^^ that the dead may not hunger on the road to 
the dwelling of fouls." A fhaman prefides ; the wives and rela* 
tions accompany the procefllon to a certain diftance ; the favourite 
riding-horfe of the deceafed is faddled and accoutred, with 
hatchet, palma, kettle, &c. and led to the place of interment, as 
is alfo a fat mare. Two holes are dug under fome tree ; then the 
horfe is killed, and buried in one, while the corpfe is laid in the 
qther. The mare is killed, dreflfed, and eaten by the guefts ; the 
fkin fufpended on the tree, under which the body lies with the 
head to the weft. The fliaman takes his tambour, and invokes 
the demons to let the fpirits of the departed reft in peace, and 
finiflies the ceremony by filling up the grave. A fhaman is 
buried with the fame ceremony, and his tambour with him. If 
an elder brother die, his wives become the property of the 

S yoiin|;er; 
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younger; but if a younger brother die,. his wives are free j yet 
^they feldom marry again, except they be very poon 

Their drefs is much more complete than that of the Tungoofe; 
and the more wealthy among them wear a cloth coat lined and 
trimmed with fur, with tight and well made pantaloons ; but their 
boots are ill fhapen. The women drefs very like the Tungoofe, 
but are in general not* fo clean or fprightly. 



EMPLOYMENT. 

About the 25th of June, at the conclufion of their holidays, 
they commence their fummer occupation by colleding a great 
fupply of the inner bark of the pine and birch, which they dry 
on racks in their huts : hay-making and fifhing then occupy the 
time till berries are ripe, when they colled an immenfe quantity, 
and boil to preferve them. In the beginning of 0€lober they kill 
their winter ftock of cattle for food, and let it freeze, which pre- 
ferves it frefh and good ; of courfe they fave fo much hay. In 
Odober and November they catch fifli under the ice. Toward 
the end of the latter month, they go out on the chafe : for 
wolves and foxes they place in their tracks poifoned baits of 
corrofive fublimate, which they call fuUima, and alfo of nux vo* 
mica (T&illebucha) ; befides having traps fet, fpring bows, &c« 
They are very expert archers, and have a plentiful fupply of ar* 
rows in their quivers. 

The women make aH thehr cloathing, look after the eattle, 
milk the cows and mares, chop wood, drefs food, Sk. 

10 They 
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TTicy have no amufements beyond fcafting, eating, and drink- 
ing. Sometimes, indeed, the women dance, which, however, is 
only forming a ring, and walking round with the fun*s courfe. 
Their fongs are inharmonious, and almoft all extempore on any 
objedt that ftrikes the imagination. 

They drefs leather for ufe in the following manner : For 
fymirs, they take a frefli Ikinned cow^s or horfe's hide, and 
fteep it in water a few days, when the hair eafily rubs o£ It 
is then hung up till nearly dry, when they lay it in blood until 
foaked through, and then hang it in a fmoky place for a 
confiderable time : of this they make their buckets and foals of 
boots, &c* as the latter are completely water-proof, and the 
backets, or fymirs, even retain oiL The legs of boots they make 
of colt's or calf 's Ikins, fcraped and rubbed till they be foft, then 
fe^n, ftecped in blood, and dried in fmc^e ; afterwards blackened 
V7itK wood^coals and fat feyeral times, and fmoked agaip ; they 
then are water-proo£ Elk and deer Ikins arc dreffed with and 
without the hair on, by being covered with a pafte made of clay, 
and the undigefted food from the maw ; or with cow-dung hung 
up till nearly dry, then rubbed and fcraped till foft. They are 
then either kept of their natural colour, or dyed of a red colour 
with the bark of alder aiid afhes boiled together, or elfe of a yel- 
low colour with the roots of forrel. The thread with which they 
iew their clothes is made of the finews from tlie legs of the horfe, 
deer, or elk. 

Notwithftanding the ftrideft enquiries, I could not obtain any 
intelligence of remarkable places, or fprings, of any kind, except 
the mountain where Commodore Bering obtained coals in his ex- 
pedition of 1725, and forged his anchors iiear the famous mount 
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Tfliebedal, from whence they were tranfported by water to Yudom- 
Iky Kreft, carried by land to Urak Plotbiftia, and down the Gorak, 
or Urak river, to the fea and port of Ochotfk* 

The mountain is fituated on the Yakutlk plains 60 verfts north 
of the town, on the confines of the Lena ; it is called by the Ruf- 
fians Surgutfkoi Kamen, I paid a vifit to it in the beginning of 
March 1789 ; and found it the extremity of the ridge that bounds 
the plains toward the river ; it is perpendicular j about 50 fathom 
high ; formed chiefly of iron-ftone, free-ftone, and ftrata of coals, 
lying horizontally, from one to about three and a half feet thick, and 
of inconfiderable length ; they then break oflT, and the fame ftrata 
feems continued fpmetimes five or fix feet higher or lower. They 
refemble petrified trees, the end towards the north being thicker 
than towards the fouth ; fome have fliort branches Ihooting from 
them of about five or fix feet in length. About half way up the 
mountain, there feems in one place to be a warm fpring j for I 
obferved a vapour or faint fmoke afcend from it, and the ground 
,near it was wet. 

On my way thither, I pafled the night in one of the huts of a 
Yakut about 10 verfts from the mountain, and obferved there a 
fmall furnace with a pair of hand-bellows fixed, which were doubk, 
and gave a conftant blaft when worked with both hands. I faw 
fome fpecimens of iron ore obtained in the neighbourhood, exad:* 
ly refembling that of the Vilui in curious forms and fliapes. This 
iron my hoft worked into knives, palmas, hatchets, &c. without 
fufion, bringing it into a very foft ftate by heat, and beating it 
out. He ufed charcoal for this purpofe, nor did he know, till I 
ihowed him, that the coals, which he called black ftones, would 
burn } and he was inclined to think me a forcerer for making 
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them inflammable* This mountain^ however, afforded him grind- 
ftones. 

Returning homeward, I arrived late at a hut about 18 verfts 
from town, and refolved on paffing the night in it. The land- 
lord, an old Sochalar, entertained me with an account of his own 
pedigree ; tracing himfelf, in a direft line, from Aley ; and at- 
fured me that this was the neighbourhood to which he retreated 
from Omogai; of which retreat he gave me the following account: 

Aley received numberlefs prefents from Oqiogai and his de- 
pendents during his elderfhip ; but was obliged to leave all thefe 
behind him, and was driven from Omogai with only two old 
mares, on which he and his wife rode ; all his pofleflions at the 
time were, the clothes on their backs, a bow and arrows, a hatchet, 
pal ma, and two knives, with fire materials. Aley thought this 
a convenient fpot ; and, halting the fecond day, built a temporary 
hut, colleded carefully the dung of his mares, and, when the 
wind blew towards Omogai's habitations, made fires of the dung, 
the fmell of which allured the ftrayed cattle to his dwelling : he 
then carefully fed and watered them, and drove them back. 

Aley now built himfelf a very large hut and ftorehoufes. Be- 
fore his hut he ftuck up pofts, with carved tops, for travellers to 
tie their horfes to, and made a number of hurdle coops and pens 
clofe to his dwelling. The cattle conftantly returning, with frefli 
numbers of milch cows and mares, Aley colledied immenfe quan- 
tities of butter, milk, and koumis ; and, having been very fuccefs- 
ful in the chafe, he had a great fupply of the meat of the elk and 
deer, with game of all kinds* He now purpofely wandered to 
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the pkccs that he knew to be frequented by Omogjars tribe, fell 
in with fome of his hunters, and brought them to his dwelling, 
having previoufly cautioned his wife to keep the ftrayed cattle 
far from his habitation. Omogai's people were aftoniftied at the 
elegance of the habitation, and the profufion of fifti and flelh of 
different animals ; but, above all, at the quantities of koumis and 
butter with which he treated them, knowing that he had no 
cattle. 

Aley told them, that he had been admoniflied by his fpirits, or 
demons, to form the different pens which they faw before and 
round his hut, ana to affix the pofts for the horfes of his vifitors ; 
affuring him, that his guefts fhould be numerous, and his pof- 
feffions great. He pundually obeyed the injunction of his de- 
mons ; and, to his aftonifhment, obferved a white-mouthed flal« 
lion lead to his pens a number of mares and cows : thefe his wife 
milked ; which being effe^ed, they vaniflied from his fight, but 
returned every night and morning. He kept his guefts all night ; 
and in the morning fent them away, with provifions for the road, 
and prefents of rich furs for Omogai, his wife, and daughter. 

Aley had now fe^reral children, and was very defirous of ob- 
taining, by fair means if poffible, the property that he ought to 
have received from OmogaL Not doubting that the reports of 
the hunters, and the prefents fent, would effedt a reconciliation 
between them, and aftonifh his whole tribe, Aley refolved on pay- 
ing hi&^ld mafter a vifit, vnth additional prefents, and inviting 
him, with the heads of his tribe and families, to pafs a day or 
two at his habitation. He was well received, and Omogai pro- 
mifed to attend, with his wife, daughter, and friends^ at an ap- 
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pointed time. Alcy, on his return, built a very large temporary 
hut to receive his guefts. They came and brought with them ^ 
confideraWe prefent of cattle. Aley treated tjiem with great 
fplendor for three days, received the prefent as fuch, and claimed 
with humility the cattle and labourers that had been unjuftly 
kept from him, and which were his due, becaufe he had ferved 
for them. Omogai acknowledged the demand to be juft ; but 
by the oppofition of his wife and daughter was prevented from 
granting it. They departed with their friends ; but Aley, through 
the influence of his demons, caufed a violent ftorm and extreme 
darknefs, in which they ftrayed feveral days ; at length Omogai, 
his wife, and daughter, reached home j but the greater part of 
his friends returned to Aley, and acknowledged him their chief; 
being much difgufted at the refufal that he had received, ^nd per* 
haps dreading the influence^^f his fuperaatural powers* 

Omogai died fhortly after, and the greateft part of his tribe 
went over with their cattle to Aley; but Batulin, one of his 
llewards, married the daughter, and fecured the reft* She never 
bore him children, however ; but Batulin took other wives, and 
had feveral. 

Aley had twelve fons and feveral daughters. Changhalas he 
initiated in his magic art, and he was the founder of the Changa* 
lafki tribe. 

This account is general among the Changalafki, who adore the 
ftallion ; but the hiftory, as I have before related it, is credited by 
the greater number* 

To 
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To give my readers an idea of the population of thefe northern 
parts of Siberia *, I here note the inhabitants from the latitude of 
64 to the extremity of the north coaft, and from the river Kovima, 
weftward to the Anabara. 

The diftria of Zafhiverfk comprehends the rivers Kovima, 
Alafey, Indigerka, and Yana, and thofe that flow into them ; the 
tributary nations are^ Yakuti - - 2810 

Lamut and Tungoofe - 742 
Yukagiri - - 322 

Tfliuvantfi and Chatinfy - 37 

Tribute received 1788 amounts to rubles 4560 for 391 1 males. 

The circuit is about 6000 verfts in circumference. The diftrid 
of Giganfk, a town north of Yakutfk on the Lena, contains one 
church, two government houfes, feven private ones, and 15 huts. 
It has a mayor (Gorodnitfliik) and his chancery, a court of tha 
diftrid (Zemikoi Sud), and a magiftracy, although the merchants 
are mere trading pedlars, and only two, I think, in number. Its 
circuit alfo is about 6000 verfts from the Yana to the Anabara, 
which divides the governments of Tobollk and Irkutflc. The 
tributary nations are, Yakuti - - - 1449 

Tungoofe - • 489 

1938 
Tribute received In 1788 — s^ fables, 262 foxes, and rubles 11 69 
in money. 

The Ruffians inhabiting both diftrids, including exiles, &c. do 
not exceed 750 males. 

^ Att Afiatic lUiSa, ctft of the Uraliaa or Virchoturiaa chain^ it now calkd Sibma. 
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CHAP. XL 

Leave YakutJk.'-^Arrive at the Village AmgtnJkou^^Jl Mayo Prif^ 
tannr^Arrtve at OcbotJk.'-^Two new Vejels launched^ and named 
The Glory of Rujfta^ and The Good Intent. — The latter Ship 
vpreeked: a Circumftance which had been predicted by thefuperfti^ 
tious Inhabitants from an <minous flight of Crows. -^^ A Courier 
from Peter/burg arrives. — An JJland difcovered^ and named 
yonas^s IJland. — Arrive at the Harbour of St. Peter and St. 
Paul in Kamtjbatka^ vihere we winter^ making only occajional 
Excurjions^ 

The ice of the river Lena broke up the 17th May, and on the- 
aad we croffed to the Yarmank, where horfes were provided for 
us, and we were attended bj the Ifpravink of Yakutfk. The 
river had overflowed the low country ; fome ice was fiill floats 
ing down the ftream, and a great number of trees. 

We immediately proceeded on our journey to the Aldan, at 
the difchargq of the river Mayo. I have already d^fcribed the 
plains between Yakutfk and this river ; but on our prefent route 
we (lopped at a village called Amginfkoi Sloboda, inhabited by 
168 Siberian colonifts, feat hither to grow corn, which, bow* 
ever, does not anfwer, except for their own fupport, and not al- 
ways that ; for in fome years nothing is produced. The inhabi- 
tants get thdr bread chiefly by trading with the neighbouring 
tribes in trinkets and brandy. Th^y informed us, that none of 
the wandering Tungoofe were yqt arrived at the Uft Mayo; and, 
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upon being confulted about the road to the Aldama and Ulkan 
rivers (at the difcharge of which Captain Billings had promifed 
to meet Captain Saretfheff), they gave fo bad an account of it, 
that Captain Billings refolved to give up the thoughts of taking 
this road* He therefore difpatched a Coflac with an order from 
the Ifpravink to the Yakuti inhabiting the plains, that they Ihould 
fbnd immediately to the Aldan Stanok i6 horfes for our convey- 
ance by the old road to Ochotik. 

On Thurfday the 31ft of May, wc arrived at theUft Mayo 
Priftan, oppofite the difcharge of the Mayo, and immediately fent 
a man to the prince of the Tungoofe, who refides about ten verfts 
up the Aldan. This is the chief or head of all the Tungoofe, 
who has a number ofTakuti under his dire&ion. He has feveral 
wives of the Yakut and Tungoofe, is by both thofe nations much 
refpeded, and ads as an agent to the Mongal Tartars on the 
Chinefe frontiers, to the Yakuti, and the Timgoofe. He came to 
us early in the morning of the ift June, and told us, that the road 
which Captain Billings purpofed travelling would be attended 
with fome difficulty j that the deputies, or elders, of the wan- 
dering tribes were not yet arrived ; that he would fend a letter to 
Captain Saretfheff, and anfwer for its being delivered in 20 days, 
if he came near the coaft about the cftuaries of the Ulkan or Al- 
dama rivers* In.confequence of this, Captain Billings difpatched 
a letter to Mn Saretfheff, defiring that he would return immedi- 
ately to Ochotfk, and meet him there, as he hoped the fhips 
would be ready for fea. 

Boats were procured, and on the 4th June we fell down the 
ftream of the Aldan, 150 verfts to the Old Aldan ftage, where we 
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arrived on the 7th, at fix o'clock in the evening, having for the 
laft eight days had rainy and ftormy vreather. 

The ordered horfes were not yet arrived, nor was the Coflac 
who was fent for them ; but we obtained twelve ftage horfes, 
with which we proceeded to Ochotik on the 8th at noon, and 
arrived at the port on the 21ft. Here we found the largeft fhip 
ready for launching, and the other nearly fo. AH the articles 
arrived fafe, and all hands in good health and fpirits } and toward 
the end of the month Mr* Saretfheff returnedy having received the 
letter fent him from Uft Mayo Priftan. 

Dr. Merck, our naturalift, was making a colledlion of the cu* 
riofities about the Mariakan mountains ; but orders were dis- 
patched for his return, as we expeded to get to fea about the 
middle of Auguft, 

Toward the middle of July, our largeft fhip was launched ; 
(he went off the ftocks extremely weH ; but, owing to the Ihoak 
in the river, it was almoft thr^e weeks before we could get her* 
into deep water near the difchar^e of the bay, where fhe took in 
a part of her^ cargo. She was then taken out to fea about five 
miles, over the fand banks, and brought to anchor in fix fathom 
water, with a bottom of fand and ftones. We employed the 
tranfport galliots to carry guns, ftores, &c. on board while in this 
fituation j for (he could not have palTed the fliallows even in 
proper ballaft. She was named, by order of the Emprefs, the 
Slava Roffie, Glory of Ruffia. 

On the 8th Auguft, the fecond fhip was launched, and called 
the Dobroia Namerenia, Good Intent* She was rigged, and ready 
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to go out early in September ; it was, however, neceflary to wait 
for the fpring tides to carry her over the grounds ; a galliot was 
loaden with her ftores and ammunition, and got ready to accom- 
pany her out* 

In the evening of the 7th of September, Captain Billings re- 
folved on carrying the fhip out the next morning ; Mr. Loftfoff, 
the pilot of the port, was ordered to take the charge, and get all 
the boats belonging to the port manned, and in readinefs, that, 
in cafe the wind fliould fail, they might tow her out j the boats 
of both Ihips were alfo ordered to attend* Captain Hall, who 
had the command of this (hip, flept on board* At fix o'clock in 
the morning of the 8th, I went on board to get a book out of 
the cabin. Before I got up the fide of the fliip, the Captain, alked 
me whether I brought any orders to go out. I told him that I 
did not, and aiked him if he thought it was poflible. The wind 
was favourable, but very fcant ; a heavy fwell from the fouth* 
weft right on fliore, and the fea breaking amazingly over the 
banks, and on the beach : this I thought indicated a fouth-weft 
l>reeze, befide which, it was very foggy. Captain Hall faid, he 
thought it impoffible, and certainly fliould not go out, unlefs the 
commander came oti board himfelf, and infifted upon it. Mr. 
Koch, the ading commandant^ who was on board the tranfport 
veffel clofe aftern, afked Captain Hall, if he fliould follow him I 
The anfwer was, " No, unlefs you mean to be caft aftiore j but 
I fliall not go myfelf if I can help it.'* At half paft feven Cap- 
tain Billings came on board, and, after fome converfation with 
Mr. Hall, faid, ** The pilot fliall determine." The pilot arrivfed ; 
Mr. Hall reprefented his fears ; and added, that Mr. LoftfofF was, 
perhaps, not aware of the difference between the fliip that he was 
then taking charge of, and a galliot of fixty tons. Captain Bil- 
lings 
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lings faid, he did not think the danger fo great as Captain Hall 
reprefented ; and urged the neceflity of getting out this fpring- 
tide if poflible, owing to the late feafon, and his defire of paffing 
the winter on the north-weft coaft of America. The pilot affirmed 
that there was not any danger. -Captain Hall then told the crew 
to obey every order of Mr. LoftfofF, and refufed to have any charge 
in carrying the fiiip out, but proffered every afliftance in his power. 
At eight o'clock J high water, juft as the tide was turning, tow- 
lines being given to fix barges and boats, Ihe caft off; it was a 
perfect calm ; the fwell very heavy ; and the fea breaking over 
the banks with great violence. The boats towed her through 
the paffage, keeping her head againft the fwell ; but when the 
firft boat (the largeft, which had, I believe, fixteen oars), got into 
the breakers, (he fhipped a heavy fea, and caft off her tow-line *• 
The Ihip pitched exceedingly, and the fkiff along fide had her 
head carried under water, being entangled with the fore-chains, 
and two men were waflied out of her. Every boat now caft- off! 
her tow-line to fave the men, one of whom only they picked up. 
The ftiip^ driven at the mercy of the fwell, ftruck on the beach, and 
ftuck faft. At a quarter paft nine, a light breeze fprung up from 
the fouth-weft. Her mafts were cut away, but to no purpofe ; 
for the tide was on the ebb, and fhe was foon left dry. There 
was no time to be loft ; the wreck was cleared away, and as much 
of the rigging and ftores carried on fliore as poflible.. The refo- 
lution was immediately taken to fail in one fhip to Kamtfhatka^ 
and there build a fmall veflel, during the winter, of the materials 
of the loft fhip. Not having time to break her up, k was alfp 
refolved to bum her, as the quickeft method of getting at her 
iron-work. This was put in execution on the 9th September. 

* This boat rowed on board tKe other fliip over the bar at anchor, and returned with, 
the flood tide : (he could not turn in the breakers. 

I Thet; 
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The uind was this morning moderate from the fouth-weft ; 
but the lurf beat with fuch violence againft the beach, that the 
f})a7 nearly reached the church. It frefhened in the afternoon, 
and d ed away about midnight. 

The lofs of this fliip had been foretold by \\\t fuperjlitious in- 
habitants of the town, from the following remarkable circum- 
ftance : In the fpring of the year, a flight of crows were fighting 
in the air, and making ^ dreadful noife. One of them was killed by 
the reft, and fell upon the deck of this fliip. The whole fwarm 
immediately defcended, and entirely devoured the vanquifhed 
bird, leaving no other veftiges than the feathers behind. This 
very remarkable occurrence, which was related by all our 
officers, workmen, and inhabitants, happened while I was at 
Yakutfk. 



I have judged it neceflary to be particular in my account of 
this very unfortunate circumftance ; and (hall only add, that it 
appeared to me very fortunate that the fhip did not get into the 
breakers in the narrow channel ; in which cafe (he muft inevitably 
have been driven on the bank, and in all probability not a, foul 
on board would have been faved. Captain Saret(hefF was on 
board the Slava Rodie, at anchor five miles Out at fea, without a 
boat. 

The morning of the loth would have been very favourable, 
with a leading wind from the north till ii o'clock, when it 
veered to the fouth-weft. I was fent on board the Slava Roffie 
with ftores, an anchor and cable, in the long boat. Captain 
Saret(heff lamented his not having been on (hore, to have oppofed 
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the carrying out the fhip under fuch inaufpicious profpcds. He 
alfo exprefled great regret at the (hip's having been burnt ; but 
was happy to hear that no lives had been loft, except that of one 
man, who had neither wife, nor family, nor friends. The body 
of this man had been feen floating at no great diftance from the 
fhip, which filled every one on board with melancholy fenti- 
ments. I returned in the evening with the tide. The next day 
Captain-Lieutenant Bering went on board, and in the evening* 
Captdn-Lieutenant Saretfheff returned. 

September 14th. A courier arrived from St. Peterfburg, bring- 
ing intelligence of the war with Sweden, recommending the 
greateft economy in our proceedings, (as money was extremely 
fcarce in RuflSa) and ordering the expedition to return to St. Pe- 
terfburg if we had not failed from the port of Ochotfk, or if 
things were not in complete rcadinefs for fea; for they experi- 
enced a great want of naval officers and men. Towards evening 
it blew frefli from the fouth-wcfl:, and precluded all communica- 
tion between the parties on board and on.fhore. 

On the 15th, it blew a hard gale from the fouth-wefl. We fc- 
vend times obferved from fhore, that the fhip drove, and towards 
night that her top-mafls were flruck. The gale continuing, we 
made fires along the beach, and. obferved a lanthom on one of 
the maft-heads. 

TTic 1 6th, the gale continued with unabated violence, and we 
faw with our glafles that the fhip had three anchors a-head; not- 
withflanding which, fhe frequently drove, and we expeded her 
every moment on fhore. She had very few hands on board and 
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no boat. The night was terrific, with very heavy rain. We 
again made fires all along the beach. 

On the 1 7th our anxiety increafed with the gale. We did not 
obferve her drive ; but frequently the thick weather hid her from 
our fight : towards evening, however, to our great joy, the gale 
abated. Very early in the morning of the i8th, we fent on 
board all neceflary hands, ftores, materials, &c. employing all the 
boats. We obferved that the (hip had driven above a mile to the 
north-eaft into three and a half fathom water ; and had fhe gone 
about forty fathom further, (he would have got on a fhoal. 

On the morning of the 19th we had four inches of fnow on 
the ground. Captain Billings and all abfolutely neceflary hands 
embarked * ; and about noon we weighed anchor, with a mo- 
derate fouth-weft breeze, fhaping our courfe to the eaft of the 
fouth. On the aid we faw an ifland bearing fouth-weft diftant 
about forty miles, with detached rocks round about it. We hove 
the lead, and found bottom with twelve fathom line only. This 
fmall ifland is not noted in any of the charts, and we gave it the 
name of Jonas's Ifland. On the 28th we paflTed the remarkable 
mountain called Alaid, rifing out of the fea, and terminating iq 
a cone. Some on board declared, that in clear weather they had 
feen it at 350 verfts diftance: its fituation, however, is about 
twenty miles from the fouth point of Katntftiatka. The £ame 
day we paflTed the Kurillan ftraits between the fecond and third 
ifland, and arrived at St. Peter and St. Paul the ift day of Odober. 



* Wc were compelled to leave fcveral behind us, with (lores, &€• who were to follow m to 

Kamtfhatka^ with the tranfport vefTcl, in the fprlng. 

Nothing 
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Nothing interefting, or worthy of notice, happened in this trip. 
We had very boifterous weather, and a difagreeable fhort fea un- 
til we came into the Northern Pacific Ocean, where we expe- 
.rienced an amazing difference in the climate, which was mild and 
^pleafant. In Kamtihatka^ the weather was very agreeable* The 
kitchen gardens belonging to the Coffacs were full of cabbages 
and other vegetables, and the views around were more beautiful 
than any thing of the kind that I ever remember to have feen. 
The looks of all the inhabitants feemed to evince health, plenty, 
and content : and, in fhort, every thing was completely the con- 
trary of what we had feen and felt on the river Kovima, 

We unloaded and unrigged our ihip, built barracks for our 
men, and ourfelves occupied the houfes of the inhabitants, three 
or four officers being flowed in a fmall room ; but before the 
winter fet in we made additions to the buildings, lived very com- 
fortably without diftreffing the inhabitants^ and in perfed har- 
mony with them. Fifh and wild fowl were in great abundance. 
Potatoes, carrots, turnips, and cabbages, plenty ; as well as feveral 
pleafant roots and greens which grew fpontaneous. Great variety 
of berries were found, and in fufficient quantities to yield fupplies 
of good drink. Befldes which, we brewed fpruce-beer, and had a . 
very plentiful flock of tolerably good French brandy. 

We were vifited by Verofhagin, the prieft of Paratounka, and 
his family ; and 1 was very happy to nieet with a number of the 
acquaintances of my countrymen in Captain Cook's Expedition. 
Nothing in nature could be more pleafant than the glow of 
friendfhip which animated their countenances with the livelieft 
expreffion of fmcere regard, when they mentioned the names of 
King, Bligh, Philips, Webber, and others j names that will be 
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handed down to poftcrity by tradition in a Kamtlhatka fong to 
their memory, with a chorus to the tune oiGodfave the King; 
which is frequently fung in perfed harmony, particularly by the 
family of Verofhagin at Paratounka, by the different branches of 
which it was made. They deeply lamented the fate .of Captain 
Clerke, whofe tomb is now graced with an engraving on a flieet 
of copper, containing a copy of the fupcrfcription painted on the 
board, atid fufpended on the tree under which he lies buried ; with 
this addition only, ** Ere£led by Peroufe 1787, commander of 
the Expedition from France." Near this place is a half-<lecayed 
wooden crofs, denoting the place of interment of the naturalift 
De Lifle de la Croyere, who died in Commodore Bering's Expe* 
dition. — [See the annexed Engraving,] 

We made frtquent txcurfiohs and vifits, and were Ivtll enter- 
tained v^th fongs, dances, &g. of which I purpofe giving an ac- 
count hereafter, vdth a defcription of the countrjr, and the cut 
toms and manners of the people. 

Fine weather continued till the i6th November, when we had 
fnow, and the appearance of winter fetting in ; the thermometer 
being 2, 3, and 4 degrees below the freezing point of Reaumur, 

It was now neceflary to difcover the moft eligible place for 
building a veflel to accompany the Slava Ruflie* The only wood 
produced about the bay of Avatfha is birch ; but in the river 
Kamtfhatka are confiderable woods of larch, fir, and common 
pine. Captain Billings refolved upon vifiting the Kamtfhatka, 
in company with Captain Hall, and building in the Lower Town 
a cutter, as a confort to the (h^> 

They 
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They quitted the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, with Mr. 
BakofF and Surgeon Robeck, on the 24th November; leaving 
Captain SaretfliefF to fuperintend, Dodor Merck, Mr. Vaconin 
(the draftfman), a bird ftuger, and neceflary afliftance, fet out the 
4th December on an excurfion, to defcribe the hot fprings, and 
colle^a naturU curiofities. About Chriftmas, Mr. ShmalefF, the 
commander of this diftridl, arrived, and* increafe4^ the harmony 
and good huipour of our fociety. 

Partiea were fent to Bolfhoiretlk and Vircbnoi, or the Uppjcr 
Town, to prevent their quarters being heavy on the inhabitants ; 
and materials were forwarded by fmall quantities to the Lower 
Town for building the veffel; for which purpofe trees were 
felled. 

We pafled a pleafant and agreeable winter in different excur 
(ions to Bolfhoiretfk, &c. enjoying aU the good things in Kamt- 
fhatka, and perfeft health. The froft was generally 5° to 8^ 
The fevereft cold that we had did not exceed 18°, and lafted only 
a few hours. Snow was very deep- 
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CHAP. XIL 

Receive information from Peter/burgb of an Enemy^s Ship [Swedijb) 
having beenfent into tbefe Seas to annoy the Ruffian Fur-Trade.— 
Depart from Avatjka Bay. — Captain Billings caufes bis Inftruc^ 
tions to be read to the Officers^ and declares bis intention of fleering 
to tbe Nortb-wejl Coqft of America. — I/land of Amtjbitka.-^^ 
Amli. — Oonalajbka ; Drefs^ Manners^ t^c. of tbe Natives. — Ty^ 
ranny exercifed over tbem by the RuJJian Hunters. 

Early in the month of March 1790, we were all collefted to- 
gether in the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, on the receipt of 
difpatches from St. Peterfburg, confirming the Swedifh war, and 
informing us of a fhip called the Mercury, mounting 16 guns, 
under the command of a Mr. Coxe, having been fent into thefe 
feas by the Court of Sweden to annoy the Ruffian fur-trade ; 
which it was to be our bufmefs to prevent. 

Towards the end of April the harbour was clear of ice ; hut 
the mountains were ftill covered with fnow, except fuch parts 
as were oppofed to the influence of the fun, where vegetation 
began. . 

On the firft of May all hands embarked, and the fhip was 
hauled into the bay of Avatfha. The weather was clear and 
calm ; we obtained fomc wild garlic (Tflieromtfha), and obferved 
the hawthorn and birch beginning to bud. 

We 
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We bad x&brafs tbree-pounders mounted, and on the morn- 
ing of the 2d took our powder on board. We obferved high 
water at the head of the inner harbour at full and change of the 
moon, at four houra and forty-three minutes ; the greateft rife 
iixfeet. , 

■• 

Galms and contrary winds detained us till the* 9th May, at 

four A. M J when, a. nK>derate breeze fpringing up from the 
north north-weft, we ftowed away our boats, weighed anchor, 
and ftood out of the bay,, fteering. foutl^ fouth-eaft, and keeping a^ 
middle courie. 

At eight A.M. the ligh^houfe bore nortfr-weft 15% diftant 
two leagues; our latitude 52° 49' north, longitude 158^ 4/ eaft^^ 
from Greenwich. From hence we took our deptfture ; and at 
aooaour latitude was 52.^ 46' 4'V longitude 15^^ 54^ 

At h^-^paft feven in the evening, Avatfha Volcano bore north*'- 
weft 35^, the light-houfe north-weft 78^ j and we ftxortly after 
loft fight of knd. The weather was raw and cold ; our ther* 
mometer indicated at midnight one degree above the freezing 
point; and we had a moderate foutherly breeze, the fea running 
very high front the fouth-wcft. 

On the roth we had a moderate breeze from the fbuth-wcft,. 
with a rough fea and hazy weather ; our courfe fouth-eaft, which* 
continued on the nth. At noon our obferved latitude was s^^ 
iS' 6", longitude i6r° 5^8'. During the day we faw feveral flights- 
of ducks, numberlefs gulls, auks, and fea<-parrot9 ; a few ^am» 
pufes and fcala ;. and a plank very like the fheathing of a fliip.. 
The afternoon was very hazy and cold. On^ the loth, we had 
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Hght airs from the fouth, and hazy weather. We faw during 
the day whales, feals, gulls, auks, &c. Our latitude, by account, 
51^ 5', longitude 163° 50'. 

Tn tlie morning of the 13th, Captain Billings had his inftruc- 
tions read to the officers ; and told them, that his intention was 
to fteer for the iflands fouth of Alakfa, and to the north-weft 
-^ coaft of America ; confidering the furveying of the chain of 
Aleutan iflands, fo inaccurately laid down on the charts, as too 
dangerous to be attempted with a fingle veflel during the foggy 
ieafou. 

We had a frefli breeze from the fouth, and our courfe was eaft 
north-eaft. We reckoned our latitude at noon 51^ 5', longitude 
1^66^ 30'. Towards evening, we had variable light airs, and 
foggy weather. Light winds from the eaft, and calms, continued 
during the 14th and 15th. The i6th, variable winds, and thick 
mifty weather. At noon faw ducks and fmall birds flying to the 
eaftward, and rock weeds floating ; latitude, by account, 50° 40', 
longitude 169^ 5'. In the afternoon a gentle breeze fprung up 
from the fouth and fouth-weft ; our courfe eaft by north : wc 
iaw fevcral flights of land birds. 

The 17th, variable winds and rain. At noon, obferved the 
latitude 5!^ 11' 7", longitude, by account, 170^*25'. At 
four P. M. a frefh breeze fprung up from the north north- 
weft with flying clouds at 4^ 16' 15" apparent time; longi- 
tude, by time-keeper, 171° 18' eaft from Greenwich, latitude 
51° 12^4". The 1 8th, obferved the latitude at noon 50"^ 49' 
23" ; faw great quantities of rock-weed floating, and num- 
bers of porpoifes and birds. At four 50^ ^s* ?• M. apparent 
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time, Idngitude 173° 14', latitude 50^ 49' 20"; variation of 
compafs 13^ 10' eaft. The 19th, we had a frefli breeze north by 
weft ; our courfe north-eaft by eaft ; cloudy weather, with a hazy 
horizon* At noon, obferved the latitude 50® 44' : the afternoon 
fqually, with rain. According to Captain Billings's cuftom, we 
went under an eafy fail every night, or laid-to. The 20th, at 
noon, we were in latitude 50^ 27' 52", longitude, by account, 
175^40'. This day and the 21ft we had variable light winds 
between the north and the eaft, with raw mifty weather, 3^ above 
the freezing point, and a moderate fwell from the north-eaft. 
The 22d blew frefli from the eaft north-eaft ; kept a horthern 
courfe all day ; mifty and hazy weather ; night fqually, at times 
fnow : and on the 23d the wind veered to north north-weft, 
blowing frefli j the fea running very high ; fleered north-eaft. 
At noon, faw great cjuantilies of rock-weed floating, and land- 
birds flying to the north. Got a fight of the fun, which gave 
the latitude 51^6' 43", at 3^ 41' 15" apparent time, longitude, 
by time-keeper, 177'' 5/ 45", latitude 51^ 18'. At eight P.M. 
faw land north and north-eaft, on account of which, and ap- 
proaching night, clofe-reefed top^fails, and handed all fmall fails ; 
the wind veered to weft by fouth, we kept our fliip's head fouth by 
weft till day-light on the 24th, when we again flood to the north- 
eaft. At 3^ 30' A. M. faw high land ; and, when we got well 
in with it, ranged along the fouth-fide. It was the ifland Amt- 
(hitka, the eaftern extremity of which bore at noon north 20^ 
eaft, diftant about 12 miles. It commences to the weft with a 
low point of land, graduaOy rifmg into moderate mountains, 
trending fouth 49^, eaft 25 miles j where it forms a head-land, 
from whence its direftion is north 64^, eaft 14 miles : to the eaft 
and weft are detached rocky ifles. The mountains were covered 
with, fnow, and no wood to be feen : our latitude, by account, 
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was 51^ 18', longitude 179^ 25'. Squally weather, with a hard 
gale from the fouth-weft ; the fea running very high, and the furf 
breaking violently on a reef of hidden rocks near the land ; our 
courfe eaft. The 25th, wind more moderate j thick hazy weather; 
frefh gales, varying from fouth-weft to fouth fouth-eaft; kept our 
courfe eaft and eaft north-eaft ; latitude, by account, at noon 50"" 
46' ; towards night flackened fail. The 26th, frefli eafterly wind, 
which veered to eaft, north-eaft, north, and north-weft by weft, 
blowing hard* with rain ; the fea running very high* At eight 
P. M. the gale, with fqualls, brought us under our courfes, and 
we faw land in the haze ; the weftern cape north, 14"^ weft, dif- 
tance about four leagues : the eaft extremity bore north. We 
fuppofed this to be the ifland of Adak j but, fearful of entangling 
the ftiip among iflands fo badly placed in our charts, it was 
thought proper to lay-to under mizen, main, and fore- fail, with 
the fliip's head to the weftward, to wait day-light. The 27th, at 
four A. M., wore fhip, and ftood to the north-eaft by eaft under 
the above fails, wind continuing north-weft by weft. At noon, 
Qur latitude obferved was 51^ 12' 57'', correded longitude 184® 
^^^ i at three P. M. faw land, two mountains covered with fnow, 
north 44^ weft, diftant about ^6 miles. At 3^ 59' 50'' P. M. 
apparent time, longitude, by time-keeper, 184^ ^s' 30", latitude 
51^ 18' 32" ; at the fame time faw land, a high mountain north- 
weft 38^, diftant about 30 miles ; foon hid by the haze; and^ on 
account of approaching night, flackened fail. The 28th, had a 
frefti gale at weft fouth-weft ; our courfe north-eaft, the fea run- 
ning very high, and cloudy weather. At ten A. M. faw land, 
which we fuppofed to be the ifland of Amli ; anjd, to get. a better 
fight of it, fliaped our courfe north. At noon, the weft cape of 
a bight bore north-weft 21^; eaft cape north-weft 15"^, diftant 
eight miles ; latitude obferved 51° SS ^3"> longitude, by account, 
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1^7^ ^6\ The ifland of Amli, from the weft point, trends 44 
nriles fouth, 8S^ eaft. At 4^ 10' 25" P. M. apparent time, longi* 
tude, by time-keqper, 187^ 12', latitude 51^ 55' 9", the TariatioA 
of two compskifes gave the mean 17^ 7' eaft. The 29th, at noon, 
the htitude obfenred was 52® 23' s^'^ i corrcSed longitude 190^ 
14' J frefli breezes from the fouth-weft; our courfe north-eaft. 
Till noon of the 30th, variable light airs; latitude obferved 52^ 
34' 5", correded longitude 191^ 2'. In the afternoon, little wind 
from the north-weft, fteering north-eaft at 5^ 24' 25" P. M. ap* 
parent time; longitude by time-keeper 191^ 2', latitude 52^ 
37' y". We fiiw land to the north all night, and ftood to the 
weft fouth-weft* At day-light of the 31ft refumed our courfe 
north-eaft. At 8° 23' 20'' ?♦ M. apparent time, our longitude 
was 191^ 40', latitude 52° 40' 5". Towards noon rainy weather. 

In the morning of the i ft June, at 4^ 30' we rofe the ifland of 
Oonalaihka in the north-eaft. At 8^ 5' 45" A. M. our longitude 
was 192^ 41' 15'', latitude 52° 51' 17", little wind at north 
north-weft, which died away to a calm. At four P. M. had a 
gentle breeze from the north north-weft again ; and at 6^ 26' 25'^ 
A. M. the time-keeper gave the longitude 193° 2' 15", latitude 
52^ 59^ On the 2d variable light airs and calms. At noon our 
latitude obferved was S3^ S' ^9^\ correded longitude 193^ 47'. 
We were now well in with the land of Oonalaftika, which ap« 
peared every where high, formed of projeding promontories and 
inland high mountains. In the forenoon of the 3d June, num« 
bers of the natives came alongfide. We threw our main-top-fail 
to the maft, and took them on board. At noon we obferved the 
latitude S3^ AS' V'* At four P. M. a Ruffian hunter of Tlhire- 
panofTs company came alongfide in a baidar rowed by eight AU 
cutes. He had been along Ihore in fearch of drift wood for firings 
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with a number of Alcutes^ fome.of whom brought us a good fupr 
ply of Halibut. They conduced us into a bay which the Ruf- 
fians call Bobrovoi Guba^ or the Bay of Otters, where we came 
to anchor at eight ?• M. oppofite the habitations of the natives; 
We fent an officer to founds and hauled into the bay about 40 
fathom from (hore. 

Captain Billings landed with his aftronomical tent ; Dr. Merck 
went out on an excurfion for curiofities ; and Captain SaretCheflT^ 
with affiftants, was fent to furvey ; while I employed myfelf ia 
getting the beft information that I could obtain of the inhabiunts^ 
who with the people of Oomnak^ call themfelves Cowghalingen» 
This habitation they call Sidankin. It is on the fcaoAi ifland Sithanak^ 
fe^en miles from north-eaft to fouth-weft^whichis feparated from 
Oonalafhka by ftraits of only a few fathom wide, and appears to 
be the fouth-weft extremity of the ifland. It confifts of barren 
mountains of a moderate height, compofed of hard ftone of a 
glafly nature, and generally of a greenifh hue : fome, however, 
is black. Behind the huts is a lake of fome extent (evidently 
fupplied by the melting fnow from the mountains), with a fmall 
outlet or run into the fea. Here we took a fupply of firefh water, 
which was not very good. 

About five families tefide here. The natives of Alakfa and all 
the adjacent iflands they call Kagataiakung'n, or eaftern people : 
the iilanders of Oone-agun (Tfliettiere Sopolhnoi) they call 
Akohgun. 

The people are of middle fize j of very dark brown and healthy 
complexion ; round face in general, fmall nofe, black eyes and 
h^, the latter very ftrong and wiry* They have fcanty beards, 

X but 
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but vdry thict hair on the uper Hjp^ The under lip is, la general; 
perforated, and fmall ornaments of bone or beads mfeited'; aft U' 
alfb the feptufli of the m>fe« Women have the thm punOiured 
in fine lines rjiyed from the centre of the lip, and covering th^ 
whole of the chin. The arms and cheeks of fome are alio punc-* 
turtd/ They are very clean in their perfiMxs ; attd the men yery 
tGtrf^ in their fmall baidars. : The women are chubbyi rather 
pretty, ftnd very kind, 

«.*■*■■' ■ • ' ', ' 

. They formerly wore a drefs of fca-otter fkins, but not fincc 
the Ruffians have had any intercourfe with them. At prefent 
Aey weari^hat they can get ; the women, a park of kotik, or 
nrfme feal, with the hair outward. This is made like a carter's 
frock, but wfth6ut'a:IHt on the breaft, and with a round upright 
collar, about three inches^ high, made very ftiff, and ornamented 
with fmall beads fewn on in a very pretty manner. Slips of lea^ 
ther are fewn to the fea^ms qf this drels, and hang down about 20 
kicfaes loiig, ornamented v^ith the bill of the fea-p^rot, and beads^ 
A flip of leather three or fout inches broad hangs down before 
from the top of the colUr, covered fancifully with different co^ 
loured glafa-beads, and taffels at the ends : a fimilar flip hangs 
down the badc» Bracelets of black feal-fkin are vtrorn round theie 
wrifls about half an inch broad, and fimilar ones round theii; 
ankles, for they go barefooted ^ and this is all their drefs. Their 
ornaments are rings on the fingers,, ear-rings, beads and bones 
fufpended from the feptum of the nofe, and bone? in the per- 
forated hcdes in the under lip. Their cheeks, chin, and arms^ 
arc pun^ured ia a very neat manner. When they go a-walking 
on the rocky beach, they wear an aukward kind of boot, made of 
ihe throat of the fca-lion, foled with thick feal-fkin, which they 
Uae with dry grafs. The men wear a park of birds* fkin, fome-^ 
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times the feathers outward, and fometimes inward* The (kin fide 
is dyed red, and ornamented with flips of leather hanging down 
a confiderable length j the Teams covered with thin flips of fkin^ 
rery elegantly embroidered with white deer^s hair, goat's hair, and 
the finews of fea animals, dyed of difierent colours. They alfo 
wear tight pantaloons of white leather, and boots as defcribed to 
be worn by the women at times : the men wear them when they 
go on foot ; but in their baidars or their huts they are without 
either pantaloons or boots. The men have their hair cut fhort 3 
the women wear theirs fhort before, combed over the forehead, 
and tied in a club on the top of the back part of the head. la 
wet weather, or when out at fea, they wear a camley ; which is a 
drefs made in the fhape of the other, but formed of the inteftinet 
of fea animals ; the bladder of the halibut, or the fkin oflT the 
tongue of a whale. It has a hood to cover the head, and des 
clofe round the neck and wrifb ; fo that no water can penetrate : 
it is nearly tranfparent, and looks pretty. The men wear a 
wooden bonnet, ornamented with the wbifkers of the fea-lion,, 
and with beads, which make very pretty nodding plumes ; and 
thb ferves to faften the hood of their camley to the head. The 
women's park is called tfhokukuk, the men's iafh ; the boots^ 
oolecgich. Both men and women are very fond of amber for 
ornaments, as alfo of a thin ihelly fubftance formed by worms in 
wood, about two inches long, thin, tapering, and hollow^ 

Their inftnmients and utenfils are all made with amazing^ 
beauty, and theexadeft fymmetry ; the needles with which they 
few their clothes and embroider are made of the wing-bone of 
the gull, vnth a very nice cut round the thicker end, inftead of an 
eye, to which they tie the thread fo fkilfiiUy, that it follows the 
needle without any obftru^oo* Thread they m^e of the 
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iifiews of the ftaU and (rf* all (izes, from the fineoefs of a hair to the 
ftrengdi of a moderate cord^ both twifted and plaited j the plaited 
cords of their darts, to which they tie the got of the leal blown: 
out to ferve as a float, are very beautifully ornamented with red 
downy feathers, and goat's hair ; as are alfo the different ftrings 
with which they faflea the wrifts and other parts of their cloath-> 
ing,. &c» 

Their darts are adapted wiA the greateft judgment to the dif^ 
ferent objeds of the chafe j for animals, a fingle barbed point ; 
for birds, they are with three points of light bone, fpread and 
barbed ; for feals, &c* they ufe a falfe point, iaferted in a focket 
at the end c^ the dart, which parts oo the leaft effort of the ani« 
mal to dive, remaining in its body. A firing of confiderable 
length is faftened ta this barbed pointy and twified roimd the 
wooden part of the dart ; this ierves as a float to dired them to 
the feal, which^ having the ftick to drag after it, foon tires,, and 
become? an eafy prey. It, however, requises IkiU* to humour it, 
perhaps equal to our an^ng. The boards ufed in throwing thefe 
darts are equally judicious, and enable the natives to caft them 
with great exadnefs to a confiderahle diftance^ 

The b^dars, or boats,, of Oonalkfli&a, are infinitely fuperior to> 
thofc of any other ifland. If perfect fynmietry, imoothnefs, and 
proportion,^ conftitute beauty, they are beautiful ; to^ me they ap*> 
peared fo beyond any thing that I ever beheld. 1 have feen fome 
of them as tranfparent as oiled paper, through which you could 
trace every formation of the ra(lde,.and the manner of the n^ves*^ 
fitting in it ; whoTe light drefs, painted and plumed bonnet, toge^^ 
ther with his perfed eafe and adivity, added infinitely to its ele-^ 
gance^ Their firfi appearance firuck me with amazement beyond: 

expreflioa.. 
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cxpreifidnt We were in the offings, eight miles from (hore, wlien 
they came about U8» There was little wind, but a great fwell of 
the Tea : fome we took on board with their boats ; others conti^ 
nued rowing about the (hip. Nearer in with the land we had a 
ftrong rippling cuitent in our favour, at the rate of three miles and 
» half, the fea breaking violently over the fhoals, and on the rocksw 
The natives, obferving our aftonifhment at their agility and fkill, 
paddled in among the breakers, which reached to their breafts, 
and carried the baidars quite under water ; fporting about more 
like amphibious animals than human beings. It immediately 
brought to my recoUedion, in a very forcible Kght, Shakefpeare's 
cxpreffion— * 

« He trod the water» 
<« Wliofe enmity he flung afidc, and brcaftcd 
«• The furge rtoft fwoln that met him.'* 

Thefe baidars are built in the following manner: A keel 

eighteen feet long, four inches thrck on the top, not three inches 

deep, and two inches, or fomewhat lefs, at the bottom. Two 

upper frames, one on each fide, about an inch and a half fquare, 

and (ixteen feet long, join to a (harp flat board at the head, and 

are about fixtcen inches (horter than the ftem, joined by a thwart 

which keeps them about twelve inches afundcr. Two fimilar 

frames near the bottom of the boat, fix inches below the upper 

-ones, about one inch fquare. Round (licks, thin, and about fix 

inches diftant from each other, are tied to thefe frames, and form 

the fides; for the top thwarts, very ftrong fticks, and nearly as 

thick as the upper frames, curved fo as to raife the middle of the 

boat about two inches higher than the fides. There are thirteen 

of thefe thwarts or beams : fevcn feet from the ftern is one of 

them ; twenty inches nearer the head is another ; a hoop about 

two 
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two iocluee btgh ui fnfteiMd betweeti thein, for the rower to fit in« 
This iamade ftrong^ and grooved toIaJkea an open ikin to, which 
<he7 tie round their body, and it prevents any water getting into 
the boat, although it were funk. This frame is covwed with the 
ikin of the fea lion, drawn and fewn over it like a cafe; The 
whole is fo estreoaely light, even when fodden with water, th^ 
it may be carried with eafe in one hand. The head of the boat 
is double the lower part, iharp, and the upper part flat, refem« 
bling the open mouth of a fifh, but contrived thw to keep the 
head from fmlaAg too deep in the water ; and they tie a flick 
from one to the other to prevent its entangling with the fea 
weeds. They row with eafe, in a fea moderately fmooth, about 
ten miles in the hour^ and they keep the fea in a firelh gale of 
wind. The paddles that they ufe are double, feven or eight feet 
long, and made equally neat with the other articles. 

The women plait rery neat ftraw mats and bafkets ; the for« 
mer ferve for curtdns, feats, beds, &c;; the latter to contain thdr 
work and other implements. . Their trinkets and coftly orna« 
ments are kept in fniall wooden boxes with draw lids. 

I obferved in all the huts a heSkct containing two large pieces 
of quartz, a large piece of native fulphur, and fomedry gra& or 
mofs« This ferves them in kindling fired; for which purpole 
tliey rub the native fulphur on the ftones over the dry grais, 
ftrewed lightly with a few feathers in the top where the fulphur 
falls i then they (Irike the two ftones one againft the other ; the 
line ptfticles of fulphur immediately Maze like a fla(h of light- 
ning, and, communicating with the ftraw, fets the whole in a 
flame. ^ 

Their 
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. llidr only mufic is the tambour, to the beat of which the 
women dance. Their holidays, which are kept in the fpring and 
autumn, are fpent in daocing and eating. In the fpring holidays, 
they wear mafks, neatly <arved and Emcifully ornamented. I 
believe that this conftitutes fome religious rite, which, however^ 
I could not perfuade them to explain : I attribute this to the ex« 
traordinary and faperftitious zeal of our illiterate and more favage 
prieft ^, who, upon homi^ that fome of our gentlemen had feen 
a cave in their walks, where many carved maiks were depofited, 
went and burnt them all. Not iatisfied with this,.he threatened 
the Jiatives for wor(h|p^iig idols, and I believe I, may {xf forced 
many to be.chriftened by him, without being able to affigu to 
them any other reaibn than that they might now worfliip the 
Trinity, pray to St. Nichols and a cro& which was hung about 
their necks, and that they would obtain whatever tjicy ^Ljked for j 
adding, that they muft renounce the devil and all his vrorks, to 
Hbcure tUem eternal happinels. It appeared to me that they xt^ 
j;arded this as an infult; .be that as it may, however, they, were 
ii9t jpleaied, but had not power to refenL 

They have no marriage ceremony among them, but purchafe 
of father and mother as many girls as they can keqp ; and, if 
they repent of their bai;gain, the girl -is returned, and a part of 
the purchafe given back« They • formerly .uied to keep obje&s 
of unnatural afiedion, and drefs thefe boys like women* 

* I have called the prieft more than favage, and ihall relate a circumftance that hap- 
pened in proof* While he was travelling from'^aku^ to Odhotflc, he \o^ fome provifion 
on the road. On m mere fuppofition that hw two Tartar-jruidet had takm ft| he tied eadi 
of them up by an arm to a tree, and had them Bogged to fuch a degree, that one of them 
died, and the other never-receveredtheiffe ofhis arm 2 it was afterwards knovm, that fome 
runaway exfles hid in the woods were the thieyes. The prieft Aid, then mm na barm dm^i 
tbrf Wire not CM/lkuu. 

At 
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At births alfo, no ceremony is ufed, except waihing the in-*^ 
i^nt. 

They pay refpedt, however, to the memory of the dead ; for 
they embalm the bodies of the men with dried mo(s and grafs ; 
bury them in their beft attire, in a fitting pofture, in a ftrong box, 
with their darts and inftruments ; and decorate the tomb with 
various coloured mats, embroidery, and paintings. With women, 
indeed, they ufe lefs ceremony. A mother will keep a dead child 
thus embalmed in their hut for fome months, conftantly wiping 
it dry j and they bury it when it begins to fmell, or whi^n they 
get reconciled to parting with it. 

They dry falmon, cod, and halibut, for a winter*8 fupply, and 
colled edible roots : this, however, is not for themfelves, but for 
fuch Ruflian hunters as may chance to vidt them. At this time 
there are twelve Ruflians and one Kamtfhadal, of Tfhirepanoff's 
company of hunters on the ifland. They have lived here eight 
years, but are going this year back to Ochotfk. Thefe people 
lord it over the inhabitants with more defpotifm than generally 
falls to the lot of princes ; keeping the iflanders in a ftate of ab- 
jed flavery ; fending parties of them out on the chafe, and to 
their veflel, which now lies in the Straits of Alakfa ; feleding 
fuch women as they like beft, and as many as they choofe* They 
feem to me to have no defire to leave this place, where they en- 
joy that indolence fo pleafmg to their minds ; for, by changing 
of places, they change fituations, and become themfelves as much 
the flaves of power, as the poor natives are to them. 

I obferved, in croffing the mountains, piles of ftones. Thefe 
jU'e not burying-places, as has been fuppofed, but ferve as beacons 
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to guide them in foggy and fnowy weather from one dwellir^ to 
the other ; and every perfon pafling adds one to each heap. The 
only obfcrvations that we made on ihore proved our time-keeper 
ftill going as when we left Kamtfliatka; our latitude 55'* 56'* 
longitude 194* 20'; variation of the compafs 19" 35' ^aft. 
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CHAP. XIH. 

Depart from Oonalajhka. — See the IJland of Sannacb. — The Sbu^ . 
magins. — Aleutes opprejfed by the Rujftan Hunters.— IJlands 
<f Evdokeeff, — Come to anchor in the Harbour of Kadiak. — Par- 
ticulars refpeSiing that I/land and its Inhabitants. 

On the 13th June, at eight A. M , having taken In a fupply of 
frefli water, and ballaft, we weighed anchor, with a gentle breeze 
iiorth-weft ; but, finding that we could not weather the rocks off 
the cafterri cape, again came to anchor near our old ftation, where 
We remained till the evening of the 17th, when, the wind (hift* 
ing more to the north, we weighed, and got out. Our foimdlngs 
in the bay were 17, 16, 15 fathoms ; fuddenly deepening fo, that 
we got no bottom clofe in with land with 100 fathoms line. At 
midnight hoifted in our boats, and proceeded with light airs and 
foggy weather. The i8th, at 10 A.M., the volcano on the ifland 
of Akutan bore north- weft 8i*. Three conical mountains on the 
ifland of Oonimak bore, the. firft, north-weft 1 8^ j the fecond, 
north-weft 2**; the third, north-eaft I2*. At noon, our diftance 
made was 41 miles fouth-eaft 86'; latitude obferved s^"" 5^ 6", 
longitude 194** 43'. At one P. M, the volcano in Oonalaftika 
fouth-weft 77**; weft cape of Akutan fouth-weft 86''; the firft 
mountain in Oonimak, ca;lled by the natives Koogidan Kaigut- 
fhin, north- weft 12^; the volcano called Agaiedan, north* 
eaft 8*; the third mountain, Khaiginak, north-eaft I5^ At 
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4^ 30' ss'^ apparent time, the longitude proved, by time- 
keeper, . - - 195^ 3s' 15" 
Latitude - sf 58' 6" 
Variation of the compafs o^ 19' 40" 

The evening was very foggy, with rain, light airs from the weft- 
ward, and Calms. At midnight we got foundings with 60 fa- 
thom line ; a muddy and black fandy bottom* 

The morning of the 19th was very foggy, with variable light 
airs from fouth fouth-weft to fouth fouth-eaft. We faw a num- 
ber of the k6tic, or urfine feals, fporting about the veflel ; alfo one 
fea-otter. At eight o*clpck we had a gentle breeze from the 
fouth-eaft, hazy, and rain j foundings 30 fathoms. We were well 
in with the ifland of Oonimak, upon which the fog refted ; it 
trends from the weftern extremity fouth-eaft 6fj i8 miles j to the 
northern cape 19 miles in a diredion north-eaft 62^ The land 
is high, broken, and rugged, and there are three very confpicu- 
ous mountains upon it. TTie fummit of the firft is very irregu- 
lar ; the fecond is a perfed cone towering to an immenfe height, 
and difcharging a confiderable body of fmoke from its fummit j 
the third (Khaginak) has its fummit apparently rent and broken, 
covered with fnow, and towering above the fog which covered 
the middle of the land. On the lower parts of them, and in the 
vallies, no flirub nor bufh was to be feen : our latitude at noon 
was, by reckoning, 54* 25', longitude 196'' 6'. In the afternoon 
we had a frefli breeze from the fouth-eaft by eaft ; our courfc 
north-eaft by eaft ; keeping the lead going ; foundings pretty re- 
gular for 30 to 45 fathom. At eight P. M. we tacked and flood 
fouth by weft and fouth away from the land. 

The 
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The 20th, at three A. M. we again tacked for the iflands, and 
fhaped our courfe to the eaftward j our foundings varying from 
46 to 33 fathom, fmall ftones, Ihells, and fand. It blew frefli, 
and was hazy with rain. At half paft four in the morning, the 
weather cleared up a little, and difcovered the ifland of Sannach, 
with rocks and breakers over a reef, about a mile right ahead of 
the fhip, fo that we had but juft time to get clear of them. 
This ifland is inhabited by a few Aleutan families; and in the 
middle of it arc three confiderable mountains^ joining toge- 
ther. The eaft and weftern extremities are low land, and ap- 
pear verdant, but without wood. It is furrounded by a reef of 
rocks, fome above water, and the furf breaking violently over 
others. At noon our latitude was 54^ 22', longitude 197* 37', 
and our diftance from land 12 miles* The eaft cape bore fouth 
^S"" weft ; the weftern cape fouth-weft 57* 30'. I compute the 
length of the ifland at 15 miles. Cape Alakfa lies nearly north 
of the mountains on this ifland } the diftance albout 38 miles. 

Shortly after feeing this place (Cook's Halibuts Ifland) we rofc 
a number of fmaller, forming the group called Shumagins, from 
their firft difcoverer,-^a failor in Bering's expedition. They ex- 
tended from north-weft to north-eaft, as far as the eye could 
reach. At one in the morning we were pretty clofc in with the 
moft remarkable of them, called by the natives Animok, and by 
the Ruflians Olenoi. This is very high and bluflf; the others are 
lefs elevated. This is in latitude 54"* 44', longitude 198% and 
about ten leagues from Alakfa. All thefe iflands are furrounded 
by rocks, fome above water, and others only difcernible by the 
breakers* We could not get a good view of the main land, on 
account of the thick weather ; but now and then faw the tops of 
tremendous mountains covered, with fnow*. 

We 
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Wc had a frefli breeze from the weft^ failing under clofe-rcefed 
topfails at about fix miles, north-eaft and north north-eaR ; hazy, 
with a rough fea. Towards night the wind fell fcant. On ac- 
count of the immcnfe number of iflands, we flood to the weft 
fouth-weft and fouth-weft, with the intent of ftanding in again 
at day-light to view them. 

Early in the morning of the 2 1 ft, we had a gentle breeze from 
north north-weft, with pretty clear weather. At 4* we obfervcd 
cape Alakfa north- weft 68^, at 8^ 31' 45'' ; our time-keeper gave 
the longitude igQ"" 32' 45", latitude ss"" 3' 54''* The iflanda 
Nagai and Kagad being right a-head, wc wiihed to go between 
them ; but the breakers induced us to give up this idea, and vary 
our courfe from eaft north-eaft to eaft by fouth, with a wefterly 
breeze, going at four knots. At 5" 17' 20" P. M. longitude by 
time-keeper 200"* 35', latitude 54'' 54' 24''. At half paft fevcn in 
the evening, we obferved a three-feated baidar, and five fm^ller 
ones, near the fhip. When they came alongfide we hoifted the 
rowers and their baidar on board, and learned that they were out 
on the chafe for fea lions and feals ; tha:t their company confifted 
of more than one hundred Aleutes^ under the diredion of the 
Ruffian in the three-feated baidar; and that they were hunting 
for Panofsky's veffel, now lying off Alakfa. We laid-to about 
three hours with our main topfail to the maft ; and at day-break 
of the 2 2d fent them off. The Aleutes left us with reludance, 
and complained bitterly of the treatment that they met with, and 
of being compelled to ferve for years without receiving any re- 
compence. We, however, had interpreters on board, and could 
not keep them. At noon our obferved latitude was ss"" 9' iy", 
variable light airs. At 5** 7' 45'' R M. our time-keeper gave 
the longitude 201'' 59', latitude S5^ ^K ^o''. 
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All the 23d we had variable light airs and calms, with foggy 
and hazy weather. 

The group of Shumagin iflahds are very clofe together, almoft 
innumerable, and extend from Alakfa fouth 15 or 16 leagues, 
and from eaft to weft about 60 leagues ; all of them high and 
barren, exhibiting a great (imilarity in their appearance, though 
of various forms and fizes. Neither tree nor ihrub is to be feen 
upon them. The low places appear green ; but a brownifh hue 
diftinguifhes all the higher mountains, except fuch as are covered 
with fnow. Some projedl into the fea in rugged cliffs ; fome are 
iharp capes, and often terminate in bluff heads. There appear 
fome x:onvenient coves ; but it would be hazardous to enter them, 
on account c^ the detached and funken rocks that are fcattered 
about : nor ar^ there any navigable ftraits betweoii them j but 
they muft be paffed either to the fouth, or clofe in with Alakfa. 
Thefe iflands are generally frequented by fome company of 
hunters for feals, fea lions, and birds. Sea otters are very feldom 
found hereabout ; but whales are very numerous, as are feals of 
different kinds, &c. We fent our jagers out in the boats during, 
the calm to fhoot birds, fome of which we found very good 
eating. 

Variablfe winds and hazy weather continued till the 24th at 
noon, when we got a< fight of the fun, and our latitude proved 
SS"" 41' 7", longitude 201" 43. About half paft twelve a gentle 
breeze fprung up from the fouth; and, failing. north by eaft about 
two knots, at one we faw land ahead. At feven in the afternoon 
we rofe more land, bearing north-eaft and fouth-eaft j foundings 
37 fathoms, fine fand. At midnight bore away to the fouth-weft 
about two hours, when we again ftood in for land, which is 
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called by the Ruffians the iflands of Evdokeeff (the largeft, Sime* 
dan), which bore^ the ajth at noon, fouth-eaft,'diftant about lo 
miles; our latitude obfervcd, 56* 10' 40", longitude correded, 
202*" SS*' We fent out a jagcr, with two Aleutes, to flioot birds. 
At two we had variable light winds and cloudy weather. Three 
baidars came along-fide, with a Ruffian hunter from Shelikoff's 
Eflablifhment at Kadiak, haying about 200 natives in company, 
in chafe of fea-lions, kotic, and other feals, birds, &c. At three 
p. M. being about three miles from the iflands, Captain Billings 
went on fhore with the naturalift. It was almoft calm ; and at 
five P. M. he returned, defcribing the iflands as complete rocks of 
coarfe granite, with a few Hunted vegetables growing on the low 
parts. Our three hunters (who went out in a three^feated baidar 
purchafed at Oonalaflika), not returning, we fired fignal guns. 
At fix P. M. the natives, &c. left us, and the Ruffians promifed to 
feek our men and fend them offi We lay-to all night, with our 
main-top-fail to the mad,. and kept a lanthom at the mizen peak. 
At four o'clock in the morning of the 26th, a gentle bretoe fprung 
up from the fouth-eaft, and we kept plying oflf the iflands, with 
very hazy weather. At fix the men came on board, telling us, 
^at they had loft fight of the fliip in the haze, and only faw her 
this morning at day-light, when they put off. At 7* 50' 10'' wc 
got a fight of the fun ; longitude, by time- keeper, 203* 20', lati- 
tude s^ 15' 39*' • At noon, our obferved latitude was 56"* 20' 
24!' i the afternoon cloudy, with a moderate breeze from fouth- 
caft, fteering north-eaft by eaft. At two P, M. we faw the ifland 
Okamok in the hazy horizon, bearing fouth-eaft 56% diftant about 
fix leagues ; and at eight P. M. it fell little wind and rain. 

June 27th, at five A. M., we faw the lofty, mountains on the 
Mand of Kadiak ; and at eight P. M* faw the low iflands Tooge- 
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"dach and Sichtunach, diftinguiflied in Captain Cook's chart b^ 
the name of Trinity ifland. 

The 28th, at break of day, we got in pretty well with the 
ifland of Kadiak, keeping an eafterly courfe with variable light 
winds between the north and weft^ and a clear Iky. At five 
A4 M. numbers of the natives came off in their canoes, of whom 
the greater part were taken on board and ferved as pilots, de* 
fcribing with great accuracy the depth of every opening. 

The fouth extremity of this ifland forms a low point of land 
called by Captain Cook Trinity Cape. It runs out narrowing 
from mountains of a moderate height. Off this cape, at the dif- 
tance of one mile, is the ifland Anayachtalak, which Shelikoff 
names Egichtalik, about three miles and a half north of Trinity 
Ifland. The ftraits have foundings from 36 to 16 fathom, over 
a bottom of coral and (hells. Toogidach is low and barren ; 
Sichtunach lies to the eaft of it three miles. This is low in the 
middle, with a fmall bay, but both the extremities are high land. 
The weftern part of Kadiak, though mountainous, is interfperfed 
with valUes, which produce only a few low flirubs, and appear 
at a fmall diflance like inlets ; but a barrier of furrounding rocks 
forbids the approach of any veffel. In the afternoon we had 
gentle gales from the fouth- weft and weft ; our courfe was north- 
eaft, and north-eaft by north. At 4^ 45' 50" apparent time, our 
longitude proved, by the time-piece, 205*" 50' 30'', latitude s^"" 
49' 8'' ; variation 2/ eaft. When the north-eaft bluff cape of 
Sichtunach bore fouth-weft 49% diftant two miles and a half, the 
eaftern point of Anayachtalak was. north-weft 79% by compafs, 
diftant about two miles. Having paffed thefe ftraits at 10 o'clock 
in the evening, with a wefterly breeze and fqualls, we got clofe 
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«n with a fmall ifland called by the natives Nafikan, 200 fathoms 
from K-adiak. We pafled thefe ftraits with 24 and 25 fathoms 
water over a rocky bottom, and foon after (haped our courfe 
north north- weft for the bay. Nafikan is a remarkable ifland, 
two miles long, and one wide; confiftingof two round-topt moun- 
tains, which caufcd Captain Cook, to name it Two-headed Point. 
Another projecting promontory, three miles from Two-headed 
Point, in a diredion eaft by north, he called Cape Barnabas. 
This is the fouthern cape of the ifland Kunakan, or Kukan, and 
bears fouth-eaft of the bay, Treck Svatiteley, in which ShelikoflThas 
his Eftabliflimcnt : between thefe two iflands arc the ftraits that 
lead to the bay, which is about a mile wide at the moutli, where 
foundings increafe to 50, 70, and 75 fathoms. On entering the 
bay the 29th at day-break, with a moderate breeze from the weft 
and weft by fouth, we could not get foundings with 100 and 150 
fathom line. The ftiores are ftecp and rocky; fome detached 
rocks run out a great way, and are nearly hidden at high water. 
We found great difliculty in getting into the harbour, owing to 
contrary winds ; and the great depth prevented our fending out 
a kedge. We therefore plyed to windward till half-paft three in 
the afternoon, when we got above the harbour clofe in with the 
weftem (hore, where we £ent a tow-line with all the hands that 
we could fpare, who, aflSfted by the natives, hauled the fhip into 
the fmall harbour, and we came to anchor in a muddy bottom, 
eight fathom^ at fix P. M. Here we made the following obfer* 
Tatione : 

This and the nearer iflands are inhabited by about 1300 growli 
males, and 1200 youths, with about the fame number of females^ 
according to the regifter kept by ShelikoflTs Eftablifhment, now 
under the dire&ioa of Yefiftrat Ivanitfli DelareflT, a Greek ; who 
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informed me, that he had now out on the chafe, for the benefit of 
the Company, upwards of 600 double baidars of the natives, con- 
taining each two or three men. Thcfe are divided into about fix 
parties, each under the diredion of a fingle Peredoffliik, or Ruffian 
leader. Befidc thefe, fmall panics are fent out daily to fifli for 
halibut, cod, &c. Females are employed in curing and drying 
fifh ; in digging, waftiing, and drying edible roots ; in coUedimg 
ufeful plants, berries, &c. ; and in making the dreflcs of the na-- 
tives, as alfo for the Ruffians. About two hundred of the 
daughters of the chiefs are kept at the Ruffian habitations near 
our anchoring place, as hoftages for the obedience of the natives ; 
and, as far as I could learn, they are perfedly well fatisfied with 
the treatment they meet with. The males are lefs fatisfied ; and, 
at the firft arrival of the Ruffians, feemed inclined to oppofe their 
refiding on the ifland ; but Shelikoflf, furprifing their women col* 
leding of berries, carried them prifoners to his habitation, and kept 
them as hoftages for the peaceable behaviour of the men, only 
returning wives for daughters, and the younger children of the 
chiefs. Every confiderable habitation of the natives had large 
baidars capable of containing forty or fifty men. Thefe were all 
purchafed by Shelikoff; and the natives are now in poffi^ffioa 
only of fmall canoes, none of which carry more than three. 
They feem reconciled to the rules introduced by the prefent 
chief of the company, Dclareff, who governs with the ftrideft 
juftice, as well natives as Ruffians, and has eftablifhed a fchool, 
where the young natives are taught the Ruffian language, read- 
ing, and writing. He allows a certain number of the hoftages 
to vifit their relations for a ftipulated time ; thefe returning, others 
are allowed to go ; and, upon application of any one for his child's 
abfence, it is not rcfufed. The whole number of hoftages is 
0ibout three hundred. 

Za The 



Digitized by 



Google 



fji ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION 

The males are employed in the chafe in rotation, as are alfo 
the females : I mean, for the benefit of the community ; for they 
lay in an amazing flock of provifions, roots, berries, &c. to be 
fufBcient for a winter's fupply for the whole ifland, natives as 
well as Ruffians ; a circumftance which feems, more than any 
thing elfe, to convince the favages that the Ruffians are not their 
aWblute enemies ; for DelarefF fays, that they never laid in a fup- 
ply of food for the winter till the Ruffians taught th^m j but, m 
bad weather, were obliged to collet cockles, mufcles, and other 
ihell-fifh, or refufe of the fea. 

Luxuries, iuch as tobacco, beads, linen, fhirts, and nankeen 
drefles, they pay for in particular. I obferved, that fuch of the 
parties as were fuccefsful in procuring rich fkins, received a ftU 
pulated payment j for each fea-otter, a ftring of beads about four 
feet long ; for other furs in proportion ; and that only food and 
the Ikins of feals were the property of the community, of which 
the natives certainly enjoy the greater (hare, being by far the 
more numerous ; and the Ikins of feals are chiefly ufed by the 
natives to mend their baidars, and make new ones ; in the latter 
cafe, they are purchafed for furs, foxes, marmot, otters, &c. or 
by fervice. 

This Eftablifliment confifts .of about fifty Ruffians, includ- 
ing officers of the company, and Sturman IfmailofF, who is 
here, on the part of government, to colled tribute : this is the 
lame Ruffian officer that was feen, by Captain Cook's Expedition, 
at Oonalafhka, in the year 1778. He was one of the affi^ciates 
of Benyowlky's confpiracy (by his own account forced away) ; 
but Benyowiky only carried him to one of the Kuril iflands, where 
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he flogged him and put him on fliore, with feveral others that 
were difafFedled. 

The buildings confift of five houfes after the Ruffian fafliion. 
Barracks laid out in different apartments, fomewhat like the boxes' 
at a coffeehoufe, on either fide, with different offices : An office 
of appeal to fettle difjputes, levy fines, and punifh offenders by a 
regular trial ; here Delareff prefides ; and I believe that few 
courts of juftice pafs a fentence with more impartiality : An office 
of receival and delivery, both for the company and for tribute : 
The commiffaries' department, for the diftribution of the regulated 
portions of provifion : Counting-houfe, &c. : all in this building, 
at one end of which is Delareff 's habitatioa. Another building 
contains the hoftages. Befide which, there are ftorehoufes, ware- 
houfes, &c. rope-walk, fmithy, carpentecs' fhop,. and cooperage^ 

Two veffels (galliots) of about 80 ton« each are now here, quite 
unrigged, and hauled on a low fcaffold near the water's edge. Thefe 
are armed and well guarded, and ferve for the proteftion of the 
place. Several of the Ruffians have their wives with them, and 
keep gardens of cabbages and potatoes, four cows and twelve goats. 
Delareff is of opinion, that corn will grow near the eftablifliment 
which they are about forming in Cook's river. 

One of the Ruffian officers, who has cohabited with a female 
native fome years, and has had feveral children by her, applied 
to our prieft to chriftea her in form> and then join them toge- 
ther in the holy bands of matrimony ; which was done. She ia 
a handfome woman^ but pundured on the chin, and her under 
lip is perforated. Her houfe was extremely clean, as were alfo hec 
children^ and the latter apparently very healthy*. Sbe was dreffed ia 
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the Siberian fafhion, and feemed perfed miftrefs of RuiHan eco- 
nomy. I dined with them, and was very well fatisfied with the 
treatment that I met with. 

It was matter of amazement to me, while in Irkutik, Yakutfk, 
and Ochotik, to hear the very high wages given by Shelikoflf to 
his common failors j being from 600 to 1000 filver rubles yearly ; 
their engagement, however, obliges them to purchafe all their 
neceflaries and luxuries of the Company at the market price. 
Here is only one market, which is the Company's flock ; and 
the prices of articles are as follow : Brandy, one ruble per glafs ; 
tobacco, 50 rubles per lb. and fometimes more ; a fhirt, made of 
Rufiian coarfe check, fomething reiembling buntine in the loofe- 
nefs of the thread, 10 rubles; boot legs, without foles, 15 rubles 
and upwards ; and every thing in proportion : fo that their ex- 
pences (they not being allowed to trade) exceed their falaries. 
Some of the men bitterly complained of this ; but they laid no- 
thing to the charge of Delareflf : on the contrary, every one, na- 
tive and Rufiian, fpoke highly in his favour, and acknowledged 
feveral indulgencies received at bis hands. 

Shelikoff has called this ifland Kichtak, as the original name of 
it ; in which, however, he is miftaken ; for Kichtak, or Kightak, 
is merely an ifland ; they call the Trinity Ifland Kightak Sichtu- 
nak; this, Kightak Kadiak; and, to my adonifhment, one of 
them called Alakfa a Kightak, or ifland ; and affirmed, that there 
were fbraits three days' row to the north of Kadiak. I made it 
my bufmefs to afcertain this, if poflible ; but bad not an oppor* 
tunity of learning any more, than that a river from a lake fell 
into the fea weft of Kadiak, and that they carried their boats over 
a low raoumsun to an inlet, which commuxucated with Briflol 
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Bay. This was known to the Ruffian hunters and fevcral natives, 
who, in confirmation, faid, that they obtained the tufks of the 
Walrufs, or Morzfti, from the oppofite fhore of Alakfa : their 
beft fpears were pointed with them. 

The natives call themfelves Soo-oo-it, and their magicians Kan- 
ghemeut- I could not obtain any name from them for the Al- 
mighty; although they fay, that there is a fuperior being who has 
the command of all the fpirits ; and that the vsfTath of thefe fpirits 
is only to be appeafed by offerings, and in fome cafes their flaves 
are facrificed, but very feldom ; for all the prifoners that they 
take in their wars (which are almoft perpetual, one tribe againft 
another) become flaves, and are fubjeft to ill treatment, particu- 
larly from the women. The female prifoners are all flaves, and 
fold from one tribe to another for trinkets, inftruments, &c. Not 
only their prifoners, however, are their labourers or flaves, but 
orphans become the property of thofe who bring them up, and 
are frequently redeemed by the relations of the parents ; efpecially 
fuch as were inhabitants of other iflands. 

The dwellings of the natives differ from thofe of Oonalaflika, 
They are but very little funk in the ground, and have a door 
fronting the eaft, made of a framed feal fkin ; a fire-place in the 
middle ; a hole over it, through the roof of the hpufe, which 
ferves at once for the difcharge of fmoke, and the admifllon of 
light. The fides, partitioned off for fleeping and fittmg places, 
are covered with grafs mats, much coarfer made than thofe of 
Oonalaflika. Each hut, or dwelling, has a fmall apartment at« 
tached to it, which ferves for a vapour' bath j ftones are heated, 
in the open air, and carried into t&efc places, where the heat is 
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iBcreafcd to any degree by the fteam from water which is poured 
upon them. 

The cuftoms of thefe favages are nearly allied to thofe of the 
Oonalaflikans. They have the fame kind of inftruments, darts, 
and boats, or baidars; but much worfe made ; nor are they fo 
active upon the water. Their dances are proper tournaments, 
with a knife or lance in the right hand, and a rattle in the left ; 
the rattle is made of a number of thin hoops, one in the other, 
covered with white feathers, and having the red bills of the fea- 
parrot fufpended on very fhort threads ; which, being fliaken^ 
ftrike together, and make a very confiderable noife : their mufic 
is the tambourine, and their fongs are warlike. They frequent- 
ly are much hurt, but never lofe their temper in confequence of it. 
In thefe dances they ufe mafks, or paint their faces very fantafti- 
cally. The dances of the women are only jumping to and fro 
upon their toes, with a blown bladder in their hand, which they 
thrpw at any one whom they wifli to relieve, and who always 
accepts the challenge. 

The firft chara£ler, is tl\e athletic and fkilful warrior j the fe- 
cond, the fleet and expert hunter ; the former enjoys his prifon- 
ers and the booty of his enemy ; the latter has his wives, la* 
bourers, and flaves by purchafe^ and the ability that he poflTefles 
to maintain them. The moft favoured of women is fhe who 
has the greateft number of children. The women feem very 
fond of their offspring ; dreading the effedls of war, and the 
dangers of the chafe ; fome of them bring up their males in a 
very -effeminate manner, and are happy to fee them taken by 
the cliiefs, to gratify their unnatural defires. Such youths are 
drcffed like women, and taught ail their domeftic duties. 
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There is no ceremony in marriage : the ability to fupport 
women gives authority to take them, with their confent; in 
which cafe, the couple ard conducted by the relatives of the girl 
to the vapour bath, which is heated, and they are left together j 
but fome prefent is generally made to the girl's father and mother. 
I inquired whether they lent their wives to oiie another ? They 
told me. No ; unlefs they were barren, and defired it ; if they 
then had a child, they became the property of its father. 

No other ceremony is obferved at births, than wafliing th^r 
child, and giving it a name. 

The dcjkl body of a chief b embalmed with mofs, and 
buried. The moft confidential of his labourers are facrificed 
and buried with him ; alfo his inftruments of war or the chafe, 
and fome food. Numbers of the natives are baptized ; but Dela* 
reff, the director of the Company, would not allow our prieft to 
compel any to become Ghriftians j he, however, affifted him in 
perfuading as many as he could. Such as were at the fchool 
eftablilhed, willingly embraced the Greek religion, as did alfo 
numbers of the women. 

The drefles of the natives are the fame as at Oonalafhka, but 
worfe made j they are open about the neck, and have but very 
few ornaments. They are extremely fond of blue beads and 
amber,, and carry on a trade with the natives of the neighbour- 
hood of Cook's River, where they purchafe their baidars and 
canoes for trinkets, provifions, and oils of whales and feals. They 
ufe darts and lances headed with date, with which they Jcill the fea 
animals. They alfo ufe poifon to their arrows, and the Aconite 
U the drug adopted for this purpofe. Selecting the roots of fuch 
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plants as grow alone, thefe roots are dried and pounded^ or 
grated ; water is then poured upon them, and they are kept in a 
warm place till fermented: when in this ft ate, the men^anoint 
the points of their arrows, or lances, which makes the wound 
that may be inflicted mortal. 

« 
They treat their vifitors, upon firft entering their dwellings^ 
with a cup of cold clean water. When they have refted a while 
from the fatigue of rowing or walking, they put before them 
whale's flefh, the meat of fea lion, fifh, berries mixed with oil, 
and boiled farana, alfo mixed with fi(h oil ; and it is expedlei 
that the gueft fliall eat all that is fet before him. In the mean- 
time their bath is heated, and the gueft is conduced into it, where 
he receives a bowl of the melted fat of feals or bears, to drink. 
The more the gueft eats and drinks, the greater honour is done 
to the hoft ; but if he cannot eat all that is put before him, he 
muft take the remains away with him. 

They begin their chace in February one the fouth fide of 
Kadiak j for the kotic it continues all March ; in April they de- 
part from Kadiak to the neighbouring iflands for fea otters^ which 
are in the greateft perfedion in April and May ; alfo for feals, 
fea lions, birds eggs, &c. The ift of June whales and other fifh are 
caught, farana gathered, &c. The firft fifli that appears is the halibut; 
thfn falmon, the fame fpecies as in Kamtftiatka. They cointinuc 
this chace tiltthc end of October, when they retire to their win- 
ter dwellings. November they fpend in vifiting each other, 
feafting in the manner of the Oonalafhkans, and dancing with 
malks and painted faces« 
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A Vocabulary of their Language, as well as of the languages of 
the other nations that I have vifited^ is ^ven at the end of the 
Volume. 

The birds that I obferved hereabout were fuch as I faw at 
Oonalafhka, and about Shumagin's iflands: wild geefe*j different 
kinds of gulh ; the crefted and tufted auk ; blue pettrel, of a rufty 
dark brown, very like the fwallow ; the foolifli and black guille- 
mot ; divers, and a great variety of ducks : the flefh of which arc 
eaten by the natives, the (kins ufed for dreflles, and the bills^ 
particularly of the fea-parrot, employed for ornament* 

Bears now and then appear upon the ifland of iCadiak, fwim* 
ming acrofs the ftraits that divide it from Alakfa five miles. . The 
whifUing marmots are numerous, as are alfo mice. Foxes, and 
ftone-foxes, are fcarce fince the eftablifliment of the Ruffians j in 
fadl, thefe and the marmot are the only animals that the Ruffians 
can kill; for they are not capable of chafing the fea animals, which 
requires particular agility in governing the fmall leather canoes, 
in which the natives purfue the fea-lion, the urfine-Ieal, fea-otter, 
porpoifes, and common feals* 

The fea4ion, called by the Ruffians fivootflia, is the ftrongeft 
and largeft of the feal kind j covered with darfc coloured coarfe 
hair, which is very thick and long about the neck and flioulders ; 
the bind part is tapering, with fmooth fliort hair. The largeft is 
about eight feet long. They copulate and pafs every night on 

* Goofe with a black bill ; the upper mandible has a callous elevation.* A triangular 
white fpot runs from the throat along the cheeks on both fides, to the hind part of the 
tiead. The bottom of the under part of the neck, vent feathers, belly, and coverts of the 
ia3, wliite ; breaft, back, and wiogs duiky brown ; legs a dull dark colour. 
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fome rock by themfelves, one male and a number of females^ 
driving away, or killing, every other fpccies of animal that may 
approach them. The males have frequently very defperate engage- 
ments, and the conqueror is immediately joined by all the females. 
They are extremely bold, and v^ill attack men if difturbed on the 
rocks. They have a fmall v^rhite fpot on the temples, nearly as large 
as a half-crown piece; and this is the only place about them vulner- 
able by arrows, which hardly pierce the fkin in other parts; but, if 
poifoned, they penetrate deep enough to infufe the baneful quality. 
The meat of thefe animals is cut in thin (hreds, and dried by the 
hunters, who eileem it good eating. I thought it bad and fifhy; 
but the head, which is equal in fixe to that of a large ox, I thought 
very good, if well flewed, and eaten with farana and other edible 
roots. The fecond fpecies is the Ifotic, or urfine-feal : the largefl: 
are about fix feet long, covered with beautiful filvery grey hairs, 
of the colour of the Siberian fquirrcl, having a foft downy under 
fur, refembling brown filk. The young kotic are extremely 
playful in the water j the head very nearly refembles that of a 
lamb with long ears ; and they live upon rock-weeds. The fleih of 
the young ones is well tafted, but the colour is blue, and un- 
pleafant to the eye. Thefe fwarm together in great herds on the 
low iflands, and are killed by being ftruck juft above the nofe 
with a fhort bludgeon. When they find thenfelves in danger, 
they attempt to bite. When very young, the fur is of a beauti- 
ful fhort glofly black, which changes to filvery when tbey grow 
up } and when they become very old, they are alinofl white. 

The moft valuable fur is that of the fea otter, called by the 
hunters, and in RujQBa, Morfkoi B6bre.' The fur of the young 
ones is rough and long, of a light brown colour (fomething like 
the young cub of a bear), and is called Medvedka, the diminutive 
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of bear: this is of no value: the middling fjzed are darker and 
valuable ; thefe are diftinguiflied by the name of Kofhlok : but 
the moft valuable are what is called the Matka, or mother ; the 
largeft are about five feet long, with a rich fur nearly black, in- 
terfperfed with longer hairs of a glofly white. The fur is up* 
right, not inclining any particular way, from an inch to an inch 
and a half long. I had a young fea otter drefled, and it tafted 
exadtly like a fucking pig. There are no more on the coaft of 
Kamtfliatka ; they are very feldom feen on the Aleutan iflands ; 
of late, they have forfaken the Shumagins ; and I am inclined to 
think, from the value of the Ikin having caufed fuch devaftatioa 
among them, and the purfuit after them being fo keen, added to^ 
their local fituation between the latitudes of 45° and 60°, that 
fifteen years hence there will hardly exift any more of this fpecies* 

Sea cows were very numerous about the coaft of Kamtfhatka, 
and the Aleutao iflands, at th« time, when they were firft dif- 
xrovered j but the laft of this fpecies was killed in 1768 on Bering'^ 
ifland, and none have been ever feen fince. 

Whales are in amazing numbers about the ftraits of the iflands, 
and in the vicinity of Kadiak ; the natives purfue them in their 
fmall boats, and kill numbers with a poifoned flate-pointed lance. 
Their melted fat is an article of great trade to the continent, being 
carried thither in bladders by the iflanders j for which they ob- 
tain the land animals, boats, darts, flaves, &c. 

I obferved the fame fpecies of'falmon here as at Ochotflc, and 
faw crabs ; fome fliells of lobfters in the beach ; cockles weigh- 
ing a pound each, and a variety of other fliell-fifli, Thefe are 
the food of the fea*otter. 

The 
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The Halibuts in thefe feas are extremely large, fome weighing 
feventeen poods, or fix hundred and twelve pounds avoirdupois. 
The fins and tail are good eating ; but the body of the fifli is very 
coarfe and dry. The liver of this fifh, as alfo of cod, the natives 
efteem unhealthy, and never eat, but extrad the oil from them. ; 

The harbour in which the Ruffians have their Eftablifhment is 
called Treeh Svatitcley. It is on the fouth-weft fide of the Bay 
formed by a low ipot of laad running out from the fkie of one 
of the loftieft mountains ; and, taking a circular fweep ndrth and 
weft, forms a harbour of about two miles in circumference, with 
foundings from eight to three fathom, over a bottom of mud. 
Near the dwellings^ is a freih water brook ifluing out of the 
mountain ; and at the bottom of it are their cook-houfes, and 
two infignificant fait water lakes* 

This ifland is fubjed to frequent earthquakes, which are fome- 
times very violent. We obferved high water at the new moon 
at 11^ 45', the rife about eight feet. The variation of the com- 
pafs 26° eaft by the meridian line : the longitude of the harbour 
«05^ 30', latitude 57^ 5^ 

The natural productions of the ifland that fell under my view 
were, the elder in abundance j the low willow ; fome brufti- 
wood, gtnfeng, wild onions ; the edible roots of Kamtfliatka ; 
feveral fpecies of berries, with currants and rafpberries in abundr- 
ance, the latter white, but extremely large, being bigger than any 
mulberry that I have ever feen, but watery in tafte. Several of 
the natives had fmall bunches of fnake-root, which they obtained 
from Alakfa« 

In 
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TO THE EASTERN OCEAN, &c. 183 

In the interior, they have good timber of common pine j and 
on the eaftern point of the ifland, which Captain Cook called 
Cape Greville, they have a very confiderable foreft of pines, 
whence they bring the trees to build their huts here, and repair 
their veflels* 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Leave Kadiak. — IJland of Afognak. — Shuyucb^ or Point Banks. -^ 
Icy River. — Fall in with a groupe of IJlands^ and are vifited by 

fome of the Natives. — Anchor in Prince Willianis Sound. — Vifited 
by the Natives^ wbo/e propenjity to thieving is checked by the 

fagacity of two Dogs. — Captain Billings ajfumes an addition^ 
al rank. — Captain Saretjheffs Account of his Survey of tfk 
Coaf. — Cape St. Elias afcertained by an Extras from Mr. SteU 
lers Journal. — Mr. Belareffs Account of a former Vifit to the 
Sound. — Some RefeBions of the Author. 

Having remained here at anchor untU the 6th July, we took 
on board our aftronomical tent, and the tent containing our tra- 
velling church, which were both ereded on our arrival; and at five 
o'clock in the evening of that day, we hauled out of the harbour 
into the bay, and experienced as much difficulty in getting out, as 
we had before done in going in. 

Mr. Delareff, the diredor of the Company, upon receiving in- 
telligence that a Spanifli frigate under the command of Captain 
Mendoza was at the entrance of Cook's river, acquainted us, 
and took his paflage on board our fhip. We were informed, 
that the Spaniards were in the habit of vifiting the fettlements 
yearly, and that the Ruffians obtained fome provifions, and a con- 
fiderable quantity of fea-otter Ikins from them, in exchange for 
hardware, beads, and linens. 

It 
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It was Captain Billings's intention to vifit this (hip. We had 
variable light airs from north to weft, fo that we made but little 
headway j and obferved the whole of the fouth-caft and eaft (hores 
of the ifland very lofty and broken, replete with inlets and bays j 
and numberlefs rocks clofc in with the land. The 7th, at 5^ a 2' 
Ss'' P. M. our longitude 207'' 47' 45'^ latitude 57'' 25' 40", Yel- 
lovoi Muis, or Cape GrevUle, bore north-weft. 

The 8th, at day-break, we faw the ifland of Afognak, upon 
which the Ruilians have an eftablifliment. This ifland is covered 
with fine timber inland. Its diftance from the north extremity 
of Kadiak isfevcn miles. The ftraits are replete with iflands and 
rocks. Two miles north of Afognak is the ifland Shuyuch, fur« 
rounded with rocks, and about four miles in length. Its northern 
cape was feen by Cook, who named it Point Banks. 

Contrary and bafHing winds from the weft and north-weft 
prevented our weathering Cape St. Elizabeth. In the morning 
of the nth we had rainy weather, but feiw in the haze the land 
caft of the cape, which was touch broken, and mountainous. At 
10 o'clock a conical mountain on the continent bore north- weft 
22°. We obferved a river, which the hunters call Ledenaia Reka 
(Icy River), from its being continually frozen, and which ferves 
them for a dirediion into the Sound. It bore north-weft, diftant 
about 15 miles, and is fituated in latitude 59^ ^6^ longitude 209^ 
45' eaft. Near the mouth of this river are a groupe of iflands, 
and numerous detached rocks. We had variable light airs from the 
fouth-eaft to north-eaft, with calms, and foggy and mifty weather, 
which hid the land till Friday the 12th at two P.^. when we 
again faw land about 15 miles ahead. Our courfe was north 
north-weft, with light airs from the north-eaft. Obferving fe- 
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veral openings, and DelarefF afluring us that there were no funket^ 
rocks, but good anchorage in the bays, we flood in, and got 
among a variety of fmall iflands. When we were at about three 
miles from fhore, two of the natives came off in their canoes^ 
making the general fign of peace, by expanding their arms ; we 
repeated their fignal, and hoiked a flag, upon which they came 
on board, bringing with them the fkin of a young fea-otter^ a 
river-otter, and a feal ; f6r which they received tobacco and 
beads. They ftayed but a fhort time on board; and DelareflT went 
on {hore in his threc-feated baidar, which he brought with hittH 
and two Americans, accompanied by the natives who had vifited 
us ; he not feeing any probability of getting with the fhip to 
Cook's riven Though quite unarmed, he did not apprehend any 
danger ; a plain proof that his company had the coniplete friends 
ihip of the natives. We defired him to acquaint the Spaniard^^ 
that we wiflied much to fee them, and fhould continue fometime 
in Prince William's Sound. He gave us a young American, who 
uuderftood the Ruffian language, for our interpreter. This young 
man fpoke with the two natives, who faid, that almoft all the 
land which we faw was iflands, which produce very fine timber 
to the water's edge. Our latitude was now 59^ 15 'j and, though 
we were not above three miles from the neareft land, quite em*- 
bayed, we got no foundings with 100 fathom line. We ob- 
ferved the current fetting to the weftward at two knots and a half. 
Variable light airs between fouth and eaft continued, with calms 
all day. The i^Jth, at 4^ 4' 25" P.M.^ our longitude was 209^ 
15', latitude 59° 17' 45'^ Baffling winds continued till the 
morning of the i6th, when a moderate breeze fprung up from 
the fouth- eaft. Our courfe was north-eaft, at about five knots, 
with a heavy fea and rainy weather. In the afternoon we had 
again little wind. In the morning of the 17th, at four o'clopk, 
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we faw Montague ifland (called by the natives Tfukli) bearing 
north 5^ eaft, diftant about feven leagues. At 8° 36' 25" A. M. 
our longitude was 211^ 13', latitude 59^ 43' 38^ We flood 
away to the eaftward of the ifland, to get into Prince William's 
Sound, which we accompliihed on the 19th at four ?• M., and 
brought up near the place where Captain Cook lay at anchor 
in 1778. 

In the morning of the 20th July, we fent our obfervatory, 
with all the apparatus, on fhore, and were vifited by numbers .of 
the natives, who were at firft very fhy ; rowed about the (hip 
holding up their hands with bear-lkin gloves on ; finging, and 
making figns of friendihip. On being aflured of friendly treat- 
ment, they foon came on board, and manifefled a (Irong inclina« 
tion to fteal iron articles. They Complained bitterly of the ill 
treatment that they had received from a Ruffian vefTel under the 
command of Sturman Polutoff. Thefe Ruflians had taken their fea- 
otter and other fkins from them without making any returns ; 
wantonly fhot fome . of their people, and carried feveral of their 
women away by force,' 

They feemed perfedly fatisfied with the treatment and fome 
prefents which they received on board, and left us with a pfomife 
of returning with fome fkins. However, they made fhift to take 
with them every thing that lay about car^lefsly, and the iron tiIle^ 
of the boat along-fide. 

We kept a flrong guard on board, and alfo at the obfervatory, 
to prevent our being furprifed ; for the natives appeared refolutc 
enough to undertake any thing. 

B b 2 A num- 
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A number of them vifited Captain Billings in his tent on fhore^ 
and he treated them with tea j of which^ however, they did not 
feem very fond, nor of brandy, nor tobacco j for thefe articles 
had not yet been introduced among them, or tailed, except by 
a very few who had been on board the Ruffian veflels ; but they 
were all fond of fugar. 

A water fpaniel that Captain Billings had with him did not feem 

to like the appearance of thefe Csivages j however, he lay ftill in the - 

middle of the tent. The cahiivboy had carekfsly placed the tea* 

board fo, that part of it, with fpoons, &c. was feen on the outfide 

X of the tent. One of the natives attempted to appropriate the 

fpoons to himfelf ; this no one obierved but the dog, who fprang 
up, leaped over the natives in the tent, feized the thief by the 
hand with the fpoons in it, and held him fad till the Captain told 
^' him to let go : a circumftance which, I believe, kept them honeft 

afterwards in the dog^s prefence. Captain Hall had a pointer on 
board, which did the fame fervice there. The natives wifhed 
very much to poflefe thefe dogs, and one of them defired Captain 
Hall to fell him half of his j which induced me to think that 
they wanted to eat them, or fuppofed that they were kept to be 
eaten by us. 

Captain Billings, being now arrived at the place which he fup^ 
pofed to be Cape Saint EKas, difcovered by Captain Bering in 
1 74 1, aflumed an additional rank, conformable to the mandate of 
Her Imperial Majefty, and took the oath adminiftered by our 
prieft, according to the rules of the fervice. This was upon Saint 
Elias'd day. 

Two 
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Two men and a woman had accompaftied us from the ifland 
of Oonalafhka, by their own -defire, to ferve as interpreters. Their 
chief view was^ to get out of the way of the RuflSan hunters now 
on their ifland ; and Captain Billing promifed to leave them at 
home odi his return, when they thought the huftters would be 
gone They had brought their fmall catioes, or baidars, with 
them* I was the only pcrfon oa board, except the Aleutes, that 
could voiture out in thefe boats } and the 22d^ being a fine day, 
with Ught aiu and calms, I took a [fsoM excurfion merely for ex* 
ercife^qfiite alone; but received Captiaih Halfs iajuriftioni (Cap- 
tain BiUings heiiig at the ohfcrvSatQry) not fo ^o on fhore, nor: 
venture to any great diftance. I left the (hip at, 0ne o'clock; aqdr 
paddled with the tide at the rate of about eight miles in the hour, 
without paying any attention to the diftance. On attempting to 
return, I found the tjde tpo flrong a^ainft me/ 1 did not fee a 
fingle native any where,. lior anjr traces of. them^ and refolved to 
enter a fmall cove to wait the return of tide, and to get a draught 
of frefh water from a brook that 1 obferved. After entering a 
fmall inlet, I difcovered that my retreat was cut off by fome of 
the natives. My drefs was a nankeen jacket and trowfers ; and 
I had a few clafp knives and beads in my pocket, which I gave 
the natives; particularly a woman whom J obferved amongffi 
them in a nankeen camley,and who addreffed me, to my aftonifh- 
ment, in the Ruffian language ; which rather increafed the uneafy 
fituation that I found myfelf in, on account of the complaints 
that they had made, on boards of PolutcrfTs company. I found,, 
however, no ^eat difficulty in perfuadlng her that I was not a 
Ruffian. She gave me a bowl of water, and treated me with 
berries upon which the oil of feals had been poured. Sbe told 
me, that Polutoff had taken her away by force, and kept her 
above a year, till fhe had learned thfe Ruffian language. After 

- that, 
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thatjihe aflbciated with Zaikoff,and returned to the Sound, making 
herfelf their interpreter. She faid, that ZaikofF, who was a very 
good man, and behaved well to every body, bad favoured her 
efcape, and that they had been well revenged upon Polutoff and 
his crew ; for that a boat from each of the veflels had been on 
Ihore to out wood,, ^md l>ad pitched two tents (one for each com* 
pany) at a fmall diftanoe from each other. It was in the autumn ; 
the night was dark ; and only one man watched at a fire fide, 
fitting on the beach. The natives crawled, unheard, clofe to the 
watch at PolutoflP's tent, killed him, and, xufhing into tbe tent, 
murdered every foul there, without molefting ZaikoflTs tent, or 
any (if bis people. 

She invited me to their dwelling, and aflured me that I fhould 
be iafe. I afked her how far it was. She faid, that if I left the 
fhip at fun-rife I fliould arrive at her dwelling before fun-fet ; 
that the habitation was acrofs the ftraits at the end of the Sound 
(pointing to the eaft ward of the north), near the difcharge of a 
large river. This induced me to afk her, if the land about us 
conftituted any part of the continent. After Ibme converfation 
between her and the chief, fhe told me, that the openings were 
all ftraits. I promifed that I would go with her if they would 
come on board in ihe morijing for me, and that I would give 
them beads and other trinkets. At half paft three it was high 
water, and I put off, very well pleafed to get away ; for they all 
admired my baidar fo much, that I was much afraid of lofmg it, 
and my fenfations, when I firft difcovered myfelf in their power, 
were very unpleafant. I arrived on board at half paft four, and 
relieved Captain Hall of his anxiety on my account, but forbore 
relating my adventure, left it fliould prevent my future e^ur- 

fions. 
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fions, which I promifcd royfelf fhould not lead me into fuch dan- 
ger a fccond time. 

Early in the morning of the a3d the woman came alongfide, 
with aboot ten double canoes, and brought a fea-otter fkin, which 
I took for a few Beads. They afked me to accompany them> 
and the chief would remain in the fhip till I came back; but Captain 
Billings would not agree to it. Neither Captain Hall nor Saret- 
fhefFfaw any reafon^ for objeaing ta this trip, efpecially as the 
chief offered to ftay on board as hoftage for my return. Captain 
Billitigs at this time had the woman artd chief in his cabin, out of 
which they returned in great hafte; and In feeming rage left the 
fhip^ I was extremely forry, as it deprived me of the hopes of 
getting fuch information as I wiflKed ta obtain concerning the 
ftraits, and particukrly the large river that ihe fpoke of. They 
rowed to the obfervatory, and took a cafque from the head of 
one of cur grenadiers, with which they attempted to run away, 
but returned it on being overtaken^ 

They, indeed, fhewed an aftonifliing propenfity to thieving, 
even of fuch things as could not have been of any fervice to 
them; and, upon being deteded, returned the articles with amaz- 
ing compofure. Their lan^age and manners differ but v^ry 
little from thofe of the illanders at Kadiak. 

Towards evening of the iz4th July, Captaio Saretlheff went 
with the long-boat armed, to furvey the Sound, to examine the 
dwellings of the natives^ and to»difcOver whether the land was 
any part of the continent, or merely iflands. He returned in the 
afternoon of the 27th, and gave the following account of his 
excurfion. 

^ I went 
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** t went north about eleven miles and a half, where the coaft 
" trends caftward. Here fix Americans, in four baidars, over- 
** took us, and faid that they wanted to condud or accompany 
** us. In the evening, when we halted for the night in a fmall 
** bight (not fo far as they wifhed us to go), they left us. Here 
" we faw a crofs affixed *. The next day wc proceeded ; and 
^^ at the diftance of fixteen miles and a half the land trended 
" away to the fouth-caft, into what appeared to us a very exten- 
*' five bay. On account of fo^;y weather, we could not well 
** difcorn the oppofite fliore, which, however, appeiared at times^ 
^' and feemed rather low land. At eighteen nules the Oxorw led 
^ to the oorth*ca(t Here we again faw the natives in eight 
^^ baidars. They faid thac they had been on the chafe out at fea, 
^^ and that we were in the ftraits ; but advifed us not to continue 
" our courfe much farther, as it was very iballow, and the 
" breakers vrcrc fo violent that they found great difficulty in 
^" paffing in their fmall canoes ; adding, that the place was quite 
" dry at low water. They laid, that the oppofitf (hore was like- 
" wife a large ifland, and that the ftraits were alfo fhallow and 
" nearly dry at low water. The oppofite (hore was not to be 
** feen on account of the fog. We proceeded, in all, twenty* 
" three miles. The fog clearing up a little, difcovered both 
^^ ihdes and the fea. The cape on the right hand was about 
** two miles. diftant. The left fhore trended to the north-eaft. 
" At a little diftance from (hore were two fmall iflands, and a de- 
*^ tached high rock. We crofled the ftraits backwards and for- 
" wards in returning, with foundings from one and a half to two 
^^ and a half fathoms, fand. It was high water ; and, that the 

* I am lacliDed to think that it was cre^ed bj Zaikoff, or Polutoff, in oonfequence of 
their people being buried here. 

" boat 
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*' boat fhould not be left dry, we proceeded back at feven o'clock 
"in the evening, and pafled the night of the 26th in a fmalL 
" bight about fix miles from the fliip. Here we found a few na- 
" tives in their fummer habitittions for the fake of the chafe,, 
" who received us in a very friendly manner, afluring us that 
** they had no bad intentions, becaufe we behaved well to them^ 
^ and not like fome vidtors who had been before us. I told 
** them, that thofe who treated them ill were not government 
" fliips; and that whenever they faw a fliip with fuch a flag as 
f* ours, they might go on board with great fafety."^ (* Signed 

G. SarctfhefF, and dated 27th July 1790.) 

* * 

He did not like the appearance of fome of the natives, and 
kept a very good look out, to prevent his being furprifed. 

On the 28th, I made a little excurfion in the long-boat well 
armed, with the naturalifl; and drawing-mafter, and returned the 
next day without feeing any of the natives, or meeting with any 
circumftance worth relating. An old man came aboard on the 
29th, who feemed very good natured and intelligent. Mr. Saret* 
fheff and I entered into converfation with him through our Ame- 
rican interpreter, and afked him, how long it was fince the firft 
fhips made their appearance among them ; arid whether he re- 
membered any boats having been loft i He anfwered, that feveral 
boats had been loft, which, by his account, we thought to have 
been Spaniards. He faid, that they frequented (pn. the chafe in 

* I think It neceffary to notice^ that upon Mr. Saretfheff's arrival m Kamtfliatka he dif- 
covercd that hts interpreter knew that the natives wanted him to go up the bay, that his 
boat might be left dry, when they meant to attack him and murder all his people. Upon 
Mr. SarctflicfF's a/king this interpreter why he did not mention it at the time, he faid, " I 
** ikoold have been fafe had you been murdered^ but, had I difcovered their plan, I ihould 
*' certainly have been killed.'' 

C c (iimmer) 
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iummer) an iflaad, which he ddciibed fo parttcularlyy as con- 
TiQced U8 beyond a doubt^ that it wag the Kay's ifland of Captain 
Cotk. He remembered, that when he was a boy, a ihip had 
Veen elofe into the bay on the weft fide of the ifland, and had- 
ient a boat on fhore ; but on its approaching land the natives all 
van away. When the (hip failed, they returned to their hut, and 
feond in their fubterraneous ftore-room, fome glafs beads, leav^ 
(tobacco), an iron kettle, and fomething elfe. This perfedly 
anfwcrs to Steller*s * account d the Clape Saint Elias of Bering, 

and 

* The foUowing la t tnnlhtioo of t&ii part of Mr. Steller's jourail, wbichhe kept in 
the German hmguage. 

^ We &W bad the 15th Jvij i btit» as it did not appear diftinA enough to make a draw» 
ing of it» it waSt on accoiKit of my having feen it firtly (aid to beii miftake ; but the next 
day it appeared beyond a doubt* The land was highy and an interior moonuin was very 
plainly di(cemible ikteen German miles out at fea* I hare nerer feen» in all Siberia or 
Kamtfliatkay a more lofty mountain* The (bore was broken erery where, and difcorered 
numbers of inkta and hvboUrs* Every perfon coi^^ratulated the commander on the dis- 
covery I which congratulations he received not only with adonifhiag indifference, but even 
ihrugged up his flioulders» and faid to Mr. Plinifner, ** We imagine that we have found 
^* every things and numbers are grown big with airy projeds. Nobody confiders wherg we 
<< 1)ave found land, the diftance that we have to ran back, or what may happen : per* 
** haps pafTage-winds may prevent our return* We know not this land, nor have we fuffi* 
** cient provifion to pals a winter*" 

*< The I7tk, on account of little wind, we advanced flowly. The i8th, towards even* 
ing, we oame fo clofc as enabled us to fee plainly the beautiful forefls that approached to 
the water's edge. The ihore was even, and appeared fandy. We kept the continent on 
the right hand, failing a north*weftcrly coiufe to get beliind an ifland confiding of a high 
mountain covered with wood, which was only to be done by plying to windward* 

** The 19th we were two German miles off the north*weft extremity of the iflanft We 
had obferved, the day before, ftraits between it and the continent ; and I thought that 
fome confiderable river emptied itfelf in the vicinity. My reafons were,— the current two 
miles out at fea ; and the difference in the colour of the water, which was alfo frefher* 

** T mentioned my conjofturcs, but they were laughed at. The whole of this day we 
employed in plying to windvv'ard, to get clofc to the ifland into the inlet that we had obferved 

the 
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and h un^ubtedly the rery fpot where Stella: landed, and where 
the things above mentioned were left in the cellar. Thus it it 
very plain, that Gipe Saint Elite is not the fouthera point of 
Montague illand, but K^y's iiland. This native farther told us, 
that at the north extremity of Kay's ifland, there was a bay fhel-^ 
tered from the wind ; that the entrance at low water was as deep 
as his double paddle (which is about feven foot) ; and that there 
are runs of fre(h water into it, l)ut no great rivers. A very confi- 
derable river, however, falls into the fea a day's journey north of 
our anchorage, up which the natives travel 14 days to the refi- 
dsnce of a different nation, the people of which fopply them with 
knives, copper kettles, and inftruments, and uake their catioes« 

tht day before. The 20th we ctme to anchor between iflandf ; andt in cosiplimeAt I9 
the dajy named the extremity of the large ifland Cape Saint Elias/' &c« 

' Chy troffy the mafter^ ww (ent on ihort to fntrey^ and Mn Stder aocompanied him Cf 
make his obfenrations on ihore on the << three kingdomt of nature/' 

He faw the traces ^f inhabkantiy and difcoTered one of thehr cdhn, into li^ltich he €•• 
tered. It contained, 

I. Lukofhkan. Thefe are a kind of box of the bark of trees^ about two yarda high, 
containing fmokc^dtied falmon. 

1. A quantity of the fweet pknt of Kamtfhatka, but cleaned and prepared In a better 
manner* 

3. Several fpecies of grafs, cleaned like hemp : I took them for ntttksi which grow here 
in abundance ; perhaps nfed, as in Kamtihatka, for fi(hingi>net8. 

4. The dried inner bark o£ larch and fir in rolls, fdch as I have feen in Kamtfhatka, 
through all Siberia, and even in fome parts of Ruffia ) and which is eaten in cafe of need. 

5. Large packs of thongs of fea- weeds, of great ftrengxh* 

Befides a few arrows made like thofe of the Tartars and Tungoofe ; blacked, and wrought 
fo fmooth, that I apprehend they have iron inftruments. 

He carried with him on board two bundles of fi(h; an arrow; a wooden inftroment for 
making fire, refembling that ufed formerly by the Kamtfliadak, with tinder made of dried 
hmvesi a bundle of the wood; iisme bark, and finhe of the grafs* 

Sailors were a&erwards font to leave an iron kettle; a pound of tobacco ; a Chinefe to* 
bAcco pipe, and a piece of Chinefc filk ; in return, they nearly plundered the ceUar. 

C c 2 Tha* 
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That tircfe people trade with others farther inland, and obtaia 
from them knives and other articles ; but that his nation never 
go farther than 14 days' journey. . That the articles of their 
trade are, the Ikins of fea-lions, for boats ; oil of fea animals ; 
fmall fhells; and mufcle-fhells for points to arrows; and that 
thefc were a very powerful and warlike people. 

Another obfervation of his, I think it very neceflary to men- 
tion : it was a pofitive aflertion, that there were ftraits and iflanda 
as far as we could fee j and that to the fouth-eafl there was " a 
GREAT SALT WATER,'* with many entrances to it. I repeatedly 
afked the queftion, and could not be miftaken in the anfwer ;: and 
I would mod willingly have flayed on the coaft alone, to expFore 
ihefe unknown parts from tribe to tribe, until I had loft myfelf, 
or found my way to Europe through fbme of theie cranny pa& 
fages. I am aware^ that I was thought a madman for it ; but 
thb madnefs, this enthufiaftic confidence, would, I am certain, 
have affifted my fuccefs ; nor would I have left unexplored a 
river of which we had fuch confirmed accounts, without good 
reafon for it j for I never met with any men that would refufe 
afllftance to one individual, who, vrithout the means of being 
their enemy, was at all times in their power. Over arfH above all 
this, I declare, that I have complete confidence in a^ Supreme^ 
Beings who governs every thought,, and infpires means of ex»^" 
preffion to fecure the devotee in exploring hia wifdom^ 

I hope that my rhapfbdies will not ofiend my readers : they 
are notes penned at the inftant when my feelings were moll acute,, 
and with a view of making them known to the public on a future 
day. 

• ^ . ^ Gaptaia 
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Captain Billings had received intelligence of this river from. 
Mr. DelarefF, the diredor of ShelikofF's companies at Kadiaky 
Afognak, and Cook's River ; who gave the natives the charader 
of good people ; and faijd, that they ate, drank, and flept to- 
gether in the mod Friendly manner; and I firmly believe what he 
feid*. 

We took in a number of fine fpars, with a fupply of water^^ 
and caught with our net in-fliore fpme falmon, befide taking fome 
flat fifli by angling over the fhip's fide* Having hauled up a large 
flute while the natives were about the fliip in their boats, as many 



*' I tliiok It neceflary te^eommunicate tkefoOowing ihttlligeQce of iHis Gentleman ver- 
taihn. 

^ I failed from OcBotlk in the month of July lyJBk ; arrived the loth Auguft at Com^ 
mandoriki (Bering's) Ifland, where I wintered. The fecond winter I paifed at Oowu 
Ikfhka ; and the winter of 1 785 at Prince William's Sound. I arrived on the 13th Auguft 
in the offings before fun-rife» and fent out a boat weU manned to feek a convenient har^ 
hour. The weather became thick and hazy ; but whea it cleared up I difcovcred a num- 
btr of boats making to the veflel. The^largtft among them hoifted aflag; I did the 
fame.; they then roWed three tinaes round the vefiel, one man^ {landing in tho middle, iing^- 
ingy and waving hie hands. Upon being invited they came aboard, and I obtained' fuur.- 
teen fea-otter ikins for glafs beads, chiefly blue. I offered them ihirts and clothes, which • 
they did not feem to want ;- and tobacco they rejeded. They behaved in a very friendly 
manner. We were quite off our guard, and ate, drank, and flept together in the greateib 
harmony. They informed US', that two (hips had been there fome years back, and grave 
them great ftort of beads and other articles. B^ their defcnption, thefe veffeis muft have 
been Englifh. They had knives and. copper kettles^ which they (aid they obtained up a 
great nver, about 14 days journey againft the ftream^, where the nafcivcs were numerous^, 
and had great quantities of copper,! 

** On the 8th S#ptember there feemed fome alteration in thdr appearance, and they fud- 
diknly commenced a- violent attack upon my people. I knew no caufe, untiT the 21ft, when 
tiic boat fent upon my arrival returned, and I found thut there had been qnarrcMing and' 
fighting between the boat's crew and the natives* I could never find out the origin of the 
dilpute ; but really think that my own people had been the aggreffors; perhaps for the fake 
of a fewfldni. Folutoff'i veffi:! w3M.at that timcxn the Sound, and Ileft them^here/' 
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as could get at it ftabbed it with their fpears with great eagernefs, 
and called it the devlL 

Rafpberries were in great plenty, white, extremely large, and 
fine flavoured. Cranberries and feveral other fpecies of berries 
we obferved, with plenty of ginfeng, and fome fnake-root. The 
timber comprifed a variety of pines of an immenfe thicknefs and 
height ; fome extremely tough and fibrous, and of thefe we made 
our bed oars. 

Th^ natives wore the fame habits as thofe of Kadiak ; they 
poflcfs the fame cuftoms, and the languages diflfer very little. 
They had evidently a knowledge of feveral European words ; for 
if they were not fatisfied with returns made in barter for their 
Articles, they exclaimed, No ! no ! no ! no ! holding their hands 
for more ; and if more was required from them than they in- 
clined to part with, they (hook their heads aAd faid. Plenty^ 
plenty. They obferved the expreffion of our countenances very 
miputely ; and if they faw any thing refembling anger, they im- 
mediately laid down theu: anicles in their boats, held up their 
handstand exclaimed, Amigo, Amigo! and La-lee, La-Iee! which 
they undcrftood to fignify friendfliip and peace. Their inftru- 
ments differ only in this particular, that many of them are pointed 
with copper, and one of them had an European bayonet on the 
end of his fpear. They have very large fcrcens ; I was told, (but 
faw none) of fufficieiit ftrength and thicknefs to withftand a muf- 
ket-ball, and large enough to fhelter twenty or thirty men. They 
Jiave armour of wood, which covers the body of the warrior and 
his neck ; but his arms and legs are expofed. This is made of 
very aeat pieces of wood, about half an lach thick^ and near an 

inch 
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Inch broad, tied very artfully together with fine threads oF tht 
iinews of animals ; and fo contrived, that they can roll it up or ex« 
pand it. This they tie round the body, a flap before reaching 
down their thighs ; but fo made as to tifc or fall, and permit their 
fitting in bddars : a fimilar flap hangs on the breaft, which may 
be rifen as high a^ their eyes. Straps faften this armour on their 
flioulders, and firings tie it round the body on one fide. 

The head is well guarded with a wooden helmet j fome of thefe 
are made to refemble the head of a bear, and cover the face com- 
pletely. Such wooden caps, or bead-pieces, are worn in the chafe 
of the different animals which they reprefent j the native clothes 
faimfelf in their fkins, and approaches within a convenient diflance 
to ufe his bow or lance. Some of the natives were prefented with 
copper medals and beads* 

Our obfervations proved the longitude 213^ 43' 45", latitude 
60^ 18' 48'^ at the obfervatory on (hore, about 50 fathom fouth 
€)f the ihip at anchor. 



x:hap. 
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CHAP. XV. 

Ixave Prince WiUidms Sound. — It is refolved to return to Kam}- 
Jhatka.—Kays I/land. — Dne of the Aleut es taken on board from 
Qonalajbka makes an attempt on his life. — Extraordinary d^e^ 
rence in Longitude between the Time-keeper and the Ship's rec^ 
koning. — Short Allowance enforced. — Arrive in the Harbour of 
St. Peter and St. Paul 

Vy E remained In this ftatioa till the 30th July 1790, at fix 
A. M. when we fet fail, having hauled out of the bay with a 
gentle north-weft wind, fhaping our courfe fouth and fouth-eaft. 
At noon the north extremity of JVIontague iiland (called Tfokli 
by the natives) bore by true compfUa north-weft 40°, diftance 
feven miles. From this point, latitude 60° i6'4.longitudf 113^ 3'^ 
we took our departure. Variation of the compafs 28^ 30' eaft. 

In the morning of the 31ft July we faw Kay's ifland, and the 
•detached rock off its fouth extremity. At i^ 26' 47' double alti- 
tudes made the latitude 59*^ 51' 22", when Kay*s iHand bore 
north-eaft, diftance about eight miles. At four we faw plainly 
Mount Saint Elias bearing north-eaft 49^. At five P. M., longi- 
tude, by time-keeper, 215° 42' 45", latitude 59^ 44' 22", varia- 
-tion of the compafs 26® eaft. The weather foon after grew hazy, 
and we faw no more of the land. The wind fhifting to the eaft 
and north-eaft, we kept all the ift of Auguft a fouthern courfe; 
taking ixilo confideration our fmall ftock of proviiions, which pre- 
cluded 
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eluded every thought of paffing the winter where we could not 
be fure of procuring a fupply ; together with the latenefs of the 
feafon, and the diftance that we had to run back to Kamtihatka; 
befides, it was thought neceflary to have a fecond vfeflel, for fecu- 
rity's fake, in fo uncertain a navigation, where none of the iflands, 
except Oonalafhka, were laid down with any fort of exaftnefs even 
bn the beft of charts. Our return, therefore, to Kamtftiatka was 
neceflary to forward the bufinefs of building the vefTel. It was 
alfo confidered as a principal objed of the expedition, to obtain 
fome more perfe£t information concerning Cook's River, and 
other rivers and part« of the continent fouth of it, as well as to 
furvey all the chain of iflands between America and Kamtfliatka, 
and afcertain by aftronomical obfervations their true fituation. 
To effedl which, the whole of the next fummer and winter might 
be employed, and the fummer following appropriated to explore 
the more northern parts to the utmofl extent of pofTibility, 

This was agreed to, and our return determined upon immedi- 
ately ; intending, however, to flop at Oonalaflika for water, and to 
put on fliore the natives who had accompanied us. 

I believe that I was the only perfon on board who felt any 
regret at the thoughts of returning to Kamtfliatka. I really ima- 
gined that we fliould never fee this coaft again ; and I had now 
acquired knowledge enough to furvey any place, from Mr. Saret- 
flieflf's intelligent manner of explaining whatever appeared to me 
difiicuU. This, added to a few JeflTons that I took from Mr. Ba- 
takoflf, our mafl:er, would have enabled me to be pretty exadi ; a 
confideration which made me offer to go on ihore alone, and meet 
Captain Billings the enfuing fummer at any part of the coafl: that 
he would appoint. The attempt might have been ralh : I do not, 

D d however. 
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however, think (as I before obferved) that one perfon runs ar^ 
rifk either of ftarving, or being murdered, but may depend upon 
(ure conveyance from one tribe to another. I do not mean to 
infer that there was any impropriety in rejeding my offer, for it 
was regarded as facrificing myfelf to no purpofe. 

Kay^s iiland, the laft that we (aw to diffinguiih as fuch, (the 
fouthern point of which mod affuredly forms the Cape Saint Elias 
of Commodore Bering,) is very remarkable. It is of moderate 
height, except the fouth extremity, which is confiderably elevated 
above the reft, and terminates very abruptly a barren mountain 
of a faddle-form and white. A detached rock of the fame kind 
of ftone is fituated a few fathoms off the point ; eaft of which, at 
the diflance of one mile and a half, are funken rocks. The other 
part of the ifland condfls of hills and vallies, apparently well 
wooded with fine pines. From the fouthern point, the ifland 
trends north 46^ eaft, twelve miles in a llrait line, and is two 
milQS and a half acrofs in the wideft place. To the weft of the 
northern extremity is another ifland, with feveral fmaller iflea 
nearer the continent ; forming a well fheltered bay over a bar of 
about feven feet at low water, with a rivulet at its head. The 
diredion of Mount Saint Elias from Kay's ifland is eaft north- 
eaft. It towers to an immenfe height, and is covered with fnow. 
Its diftance I compute at about 30 leagues. 

If I may be allowed to hazard a conjedure of my own con- 
cerning the land that we faw, it is, that I do not think any one 
place, except Mount Saint Elias, conftitutes any part of the conti- 
nent ; not even Cape Elizabeth ; and I have my doubts of Alakfa 
itfelf. I think that the whole is formed of a clofe conneded 
chain of iflands, feparated by ftraits from the main land. I ob- 

1 ferved 
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fenred no change in the colour of the water, however clofc in 
with fhore ; which muft have been the cafe had any confiderable 
rivers fallen into it; but we faw none, and our enquiries do 
not juftify the fuppofition that rivers exift, except beyond the 
ftraits ; for the rivers were fpoken of by the natives as lying be^ 
hind the ifTands. I could not perceive any alteration in the tafte 
of the water, not even where we were at anchor, and it was ex- 
ceedingly pellucid. 

However, I fhall take leave of this coaft, and proceed to give 
an account of our return. No fooner was this refolved upon, 
than the wind ihifted from north-eaft to weft and fouth-weft. 
We kept a courfe as much to the weft of the fouth as poffible; 
and on the 4th, at eight P. M. our time^keeper gave the longi- 
tude 215^, latitude 56'' 53V variation 27° 50'. On the 6th, wc 
faw feveral land birds and floating wood, our latitude ^^^ 15', 
longitude 214® 15', variation 26^ 10' eaft. We had abrilk gale 
at fouth-weft, fteering fouth fouth-weft, one half weft, the fea 
running very high, fucceeded by calms and variable light airs : all 
the 9th we had a favourable breeze from the fouth fouth-eaft, 
with rainy and mifty weather. We niade a good run weft fouth* 
weft. On the loth, calms and baffling winds. At 4*^ 10' 25" 
P. M. apparent time, our longitude by time-keeper was 210^ 9' 
15", latitude 54^ 29' 17''. The Ihip's reckoning made us one 
degree more weft ; but the latitude was within two miles* The 
difference of longitude increafing every obfervation induced Cap- 
tain Billings to doubt the rate of going of the time-piece. On 
our paflage out, the (hip's reckoning and our obfervations agreed 
fo well, that he could not by any other means account for the 
difference. On the 14th, the amplitude of the fetting fun gave 
the varifetion 23^ 12' eaft. The ijth, at nine A. M. longitude 
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by time-keeper 201^ 49' 30", latitude 54^ 15' 6'^, by fliip'a; 
reckoning longitude 200^ 47', latitude 54° ii'. Mifty weather 
prevented our obferving again till the 26th Auguft, at 9^ 10' 45" 
A. M. when the time-keeper gave the longitude 194^ 21' 15'', 
Ihip's reckoning 190° 20' eaft. At noon, our obferved latitude 
was 52^ 22' 16", by (hip's reckoning 52^ 14'. In the evening 
of the 26th, we encountered a hard gale of wind from weft fouth- 
weft, and laid-to under fore, main, and mizen fails. The gale 
continued till the 28th, at five P. M, when, it abating a little, we 
fet our clofe-reefed top-fails. At noon we got an imperfe^ view 
of the fun, which gave the latitude 52** 13' 2", variable light aira, 
cloudy : at times rain. Suppofing ourfelves about the meridian 
of Oonalaftika, having but a fcanty fupply of water on board, and 
the natives wiftiing to be at home, we ftood to the north for this 
ifland, with rainy and foggy weather, which grew fo thick that 
we could not fee half a mile a-head; and reaching the latitude of 
52° 59' by account, without feeing land, at the fame time a brilk 
gale fpringing up from the fouth by eaft, it was refolved upon to 
profecute our voyage to Kamtfhatka, and keep the natives till the 
next fpring. The ufe of frefh water was now prohibited, except 
where abfolutely neceflary : foggy, mifty^ and rainy weather con^ 
tinned. The 30th, at fix P. M. we thought we law land weft 
north-weft, but the fog hid it before we could poffibly afcertain 
whether it was fo or not : however, wc ftood away to fouth all 
night. Our latitude was by account 53^, longitude 191° 25'. 

On Sunday, the ift of September, we had a brifk gale from the 
weft north-weft, fteering fouth-wefl:. During the night, and par- 
ticularly this morning at eight o'clock, the fea running very high, 
and the ftiip in great motion, we experienced a violent ihak- 
ing ajf^ trembling of the vefTelt as If her keel were rubbing 
I againft 
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againft an uneven bottom j it lafted feveral feconds, and We fup- 
pofed it to have been caufed by an earthquake. At noon the 
altitude 41^ 2' 30'', proved our latitude 52^ 59' 46", which, hj 
our fhip's reckoning, was only 52° 25'. The 3d, at 8* ^^^ 25" 
A. M. our time-keeper gave the longitude 195° 10', latitude 51^ 
10' 33'' ; our reckoning, longitude iSg"* 50', latitude 51? 29'* At 
noon, our obferved latitude was 51^ 9' 2;^^^ 

Notwithftanding Captain Billings ddubted very much the regu-- 
larity of his time-keeper, he never miflfed an opportunity of 
afcertaining the longitude with it ; yet he placed the greater 
confidence in the Ihip's reckoning. I was quite of a contrary 
opinion, confirmed by the difference exifting in the reckoning of 
Commodore Bering in 1741, which -was near 12 degrees ahead of 
Bering's ifland at the time when the ihip was wrecked upon it. 
The 4th September, at noon, a fudden fquall carried away our 
fore-mafl a little below the cap; the top-maft, in fallipg, alfo 
l^oke. The wind was fo heavy, as to bring our (hip's lee-gun-* 
wale under water; but on the maft'a breaking flie righted; ar 
hard gale from the weft immediately followed, and we brought-to 
under mizen and mam-iail till feven o'clock the next morning. 
At 8® 44' 15", our longitude by time-keeper was 192^ 44', lati- 
tude 50^ 36' 7", variation 17^ 35' eaft, making a difference of the 
ihip's reckoned longitude of five degrees. She beii^g ib much 
a»-head, which, of courfe, induced us to keep a iharp took-out, and 
ufe the greateft caution, contrary winds continuing^, we could 
xnake but little way by plying ta windward The loth Septem-^ 
ber,Jn latitude 49^ 9', and longitude by time-keeper 186'' 40V, 
we &w great flocks of birds flying to the fouth*.. 
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The 14th and 15th we had hard gales of wind weft and weft 
north-weft, and rainy weather ; the i6th in the morning we got 
a fight of the fun j our time-keeper gave the longitude 181° 24' 
30", latitude 49° i' 48", making a difference in our (hip's reckon- 
ing of fcvcn degrees in longitude, and ten miles in latitude. Dur- 
ing the 24 hours we faw feveral indications of land being near ; 
as weeds, birds, &c. The 17th, calms and baffling winds, with 
mifty weather : a frefh eafterly breeze fucceeded for about 20 
hours J our longitude in the morning of the i8th was, by time- 
keeper, 179^ 22', latitude 48^ 30' ; the Bay of Ayatfha bearing 
north 6^^ ^^' weft, diftance 655 miles. We were now witliout 
bread, and had but very little water ; fo that we fhortened the 
ration of the latter, and gave a fufEcient allowance of peafe 
and butter, all hands voluntarily rc^efting fait meat. A hard gale 
from the weft brought us to under mizea and main-fail for 24 
hours* 

The aift Sqptember, at nine A. M , v?e obtained fome diftances 
of the fua and moon, which gave the longitude 178® 46' 45". At 
nooik.oux latitude obfcrved was 49^ 12' ;^^'\ which differed nearly 
eight degrees from our ihip's reckoning : however, both were kept 
in the Captain's journal, and our fituation was very uncertain. 
The 23d, one of 'the Aleutes taken on board at Oonalafhka cut his 
thros^ ; but not fo effedually aa to caufe his immediate death : his 
cQiQpaoipaa fai4^ it was owing to his extreme grief on hearing that 
Im myft go to Kiuncflutka, Hard gales of wind continued from the 
veil) witth h^y and mifty weather, till the 24th in the mornings 
w]b€[n ws h^ calms and variable light airs. At fix this morning we 
law land bearing north and weft,aAda conical mountain to thenorth- 
weft, difiant about 15 leagues, which I fuppofed to be the eaftera 

point 
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point of Amtfliitksu At eight A. M. our longitude was, by time- 
keeper, 1 80^ 44' 45, latitude 50^ 50' 10''. The 25th we faw an 
iiland, and the fame ifland the 26th ; for fcant winds prevented 
our making much head- way. The land that we faw on the 24th 
May, on our outward paflage, was fo ftrongly impreffed on my 
mind, that I had no doubt of its being the very fame that we 
now faw ; namely, the ifland of Amtfhitka above mentioned. At 
that time our longitude, by dead reckoning, was 179** 00', and 
our latitude 51° 18^. Our obferved longitude, by time-keeper, 
was, the 25th September, 179^^ 1 1' 45'', latitude 50^ 49' ; but the 
haze made the land appear much nearer than it was ; and the fog, 
hiding it, prevented our afcertaining its diftance by correfjpondent 
bearings. 

The ihip^s reckoning ftill differing fo materially from that of 
the time-keeper, induced Captain Billings to rejed this method of 
afcertaining the longitude ; but he continued occafionally to take 
the fun^s altitude, without making any minutes in the journal y 
doubting every obfervation^ except the meridian altitude for the 
latitude. His uncertainty naturally increafed that of others. Tx> 
elucidate this obfervation, I fhaH take the liberty of tranflat« 
ing, from the journal of one of our officers, his reipark*oa^ 
the land feen the 25th. ** Saw land, which fuppofe either 
Copper or Bering's ifland.'^ I fhall leave my readers to form theic. 
own conjeSures. We were now at very Ihort allowance of water; , 
and the opinion of all hands on board was taken, .whedier we 
fhould feek anchorage, and take in a frefh fupply. The misfor^ 
tunes of Captain Bering in 1 741 were fo ftrong in the minds of all 
the failors, that they declared they would rather riik ftarving oa^ 
board than attempt to land on this ifland; 

We 
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We continued a north-weft courfe till the 3d Odober at noon, 
when our obferved latitude was 52^ 16' 14". By our reckoning, 
we had pafled Sheeponikoi Nofs 50 miles, and were only 40 miles 
from the Bay of Avatfha from our bearings by Captain Cook's 
chart. The 5th Odobcr we got an obfervation of the fun and 
moon's diftance, at 3^ 32' 21" app»ent time ; which made the 
longitude 167^ 12' 22'', latitude 52° 57' ; by our reckoning, we 
were in longitude 157^, nearly acrofs the land of Kamtfhatka, 

'^dober the loth, at noon, the haze clearing a little, difcovercd 
over our ftarboard-quarter Sheponfkoi- Nofs, north-eaft ^2^, dif- 
tance 20 miles J. latitude obferved, 52° 52' 34''; and fhortly af- 
ter we faw the mouth of the Bay of Avatfha ; but contrary winds 
and calms prevented our getting into the harbour of St. Peter and 
&• Paul till the morning of the 14th, at whichtime numbers of 
our crew were infeded with the fcurvy ; but all perfcftly re- 
covered after they had been a few days on (hare. Our Docftors 
journal contained the following remarks : " It was only towards 
*' the end of the voyage, when our bread was out, and we were 
" reduced to a fhbrt allowance of water, that the fcurvy made its 
"appearance. At this time peafe and grits boiled to a thick con- 
" fiftcncy in a fmall quantity of water, and buttered, were fub- 
*'.ftituted for faked provifions. The fymptoms were, coftive- 
•'.nefs, a breakkig out, with itching, bleeding of the gums 
** • and nofe, pains in the legs, and fome were fwollen. Upon 
**'Our arrival, numbers had pains in their joints, with extreme 
*'laffitude, flufliing heat, dry cough, and an,oppreflion of the 
" breaft : bleeding fparingly, thin drink, and frefh fifh, reftored 
":all hands in a very (hort time. 
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" The men employed in filling the water cafts at Oonala(hka 
^^ got cramps in their feet and legs, flufhing heat and violent 
" head-ache, which was cured by adminiftering fudorifics.'* 

I think this arofe folely from the careleflhefs of the men, in going 
with wet feet. The water was a coUedion of melted fno^, very 
cold. The weather hazy and damp* At nights, 2, 3, and 4* 
above the freezing point, and at noon only 6, 7, and 8^. 

We joined here the reft of our company, who arrived during 
the fummer from Ochotik all in good health, 

i fear that my account of our return from the coaft of America 
will have feemed tirefome tofome of my readers ; although I have 
been as concife as poflible. One remark, at leaft, I think it ne- 
cefTary to make; namely, that I am neither failor nor aftronomer; 
nor knew aught of either of the icleuces until I embarked on the 
expedition. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Mr. Pribuloff appointed to the Sturtnans place ^ vacant by the Death 
of Mr. Bronnikoff; be goes in fearcb of an IJland. — Difcovers 
one which be names St. George* s IJland^ and another^ to which he 
gives the name of St. PauFs. — Arrival and generous Behaviour 
of an Enemy s Ship^ the Mercury^ Captain Coxe; and the Afton-- 
ijbment of the RuJJian Settlers. — The Rujftan Secretary put in 
Irons andfent to Irkutjky onfujpicion of improper Correfpondence. — 
Leave St. Peter and St. Paul. — Reach Bering^ s I/land^ and nar^ 
rowly efcape a Rocky Point. — Copper IJland. — The I/lands of 

• Attoo and Agatto. — SemitJb.-^Buldyr. — Ky/ka. — A Clujier of 
I/lands. — Drefs and Amufements of the Inhabitants. — Two Na* 
tives of thefe IJlands^ who had been Attendants on Captain BiU 
lings J put on Jbore. — Leave Tanaga^ and after pajfmg feveral 
Clujlers of Mountainous 1/landsj arrive at Qonalajbka. 

Our firft bufinefs was, to unload and lay up our fhip for the 
winter ; then to difpatch our fhip-bullder with neceflary hands to 
Neizflini, Kamtfhatka, to build a confort for the Slava Ruflie, to 
accompany our next year's adventures. 

The materials for this purpofe arrived with the tranfport veflel 
from Ochotft. The vacant fturman*s place, occafioned by the 
death cf Mr. Bronnikoff at Ochotfk, was fupplied by Mr. Pribu- 
loff, who accompanied a trader's veffel three years back on the 
pan of Government to colled tribute. At the fame time he took 

charge 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO THE EASTERN OCEAN, &c; m 

charge of the veffel as commaiider, on the part of the trading 
company ; for ^which he received a {hare in the profits of the 
voyage. He made Oonalafhka, and from his former bbfervations 
that numbers of fea animals, particularly young kotic, came from 
the north in the autumn, at the coinmencement of fevere weather, 
he had formed a conjeflure, that fome unknown ifland lay at no 
great diftance in that direction ; and therefore refolved, without 
lofing time, to take on board as many iflandcrs as he could obtain, 
with their fmall canoes and arms, and be convinced of the cer* 
tainty or uncertainty of his fuppofition. 

Twenty-four hours after his departure from the ifland of Oona- 
lafhka, he difcovered land. The fouthern and weftern parts are 
furrounded by rocks ; but the north is eafy of approach, and af- 
fords good anchorage in a commodious bay for fmall vefFels, not 
drawing above eight or nine feet water. The whole ifland is 
volcanic, deftitute of inhabitants, and only produces the bulbs, 
plants, and berries, which are to be met with on all the Aleutan 
iflands. They found the low lands and the furrounding rocks 
covered with fea animals, particularly the urfine feal (kotic), and 
fea-lion (fivutflia) ; and with the ikins of thefe animals they 
nearly loaded their veflicl. PribuloflT called this St. George's 
Ifland ; and obferving another ifland to the north, at the diftance 
of 44 miles, he went thither in a large baidar, accompanied by a 
number of Aleutes. This ifland is much fmaller than that of St. 
George, and he named it St. Paul's: this, as well as the former, 
was the retreat of immenfe herds of feals. On the ifland of St. 
George they pjifled the winter, and found the inland parts over- 
run with foxes, which afforded them a profitable chafe. It alfo 
abounded with the tu&s of the walrofs, which they picked up 
en the {hore«« 
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Laft autumn he returned to Oonalafhka, where he pafled the 
winter, A European veflel put into the bay of Udagha, which 
Mr. Pribuloff vifited : it was the Mercury, Captain Coxe, copper- 
bottomed, and mounting fixteen guns. From this veffel, which 
he faid had only two mafts, he received intelligence of the war 
between Ruflia and Sweden. The Captain was inquifitive about 
the Ruffian eftablifhments, their force, and fhipping : to explain 
which, Pribuloff took the Captain and his officers to their habita- 
tions, but could not treat them with any thing except faranna, 
berries, the dried meat of the fea-lidn, and fifh, without, bread* 
They expreffed aftonifhment at every thing they faw, but moll 
at their manner of living, &c. On their return to their own 
fhip, they fent Pribuloff a fupply of bread, brandy, and other ne- 
ceffaries, fome articles of drefs, and a quadrant, as prefents j and 
a few days after left the ifland. 

Nothing in the world can aftonifli a Ruffian more than difin- 
terefted liberality, or any kindnefs without fome profpedt of fu- 
ture benefit. Greatnefs of foul is applied to every man who is 
juft, and grants his fervants fome few indulgences ; every thing 
beyond this is called folly, and is fure to be impofed upon: nor 
have they any fentiment of feeling, except it be excited by blows. 
Taking this for the ruling charader of the Ruffian hunters, it will 
be eafy to conceive the aftonifhment of Pribuloff and his com- 
panions at the liberality of Mr. Coxe : but how much was their 
amazement increafed, when, on their returning to Ochotfk, they 
were informed, that this very Captain commanded an enemy's 
, fhip, and aftually had a Swedifh commiffion to deftroy the Ruf- 
fian eftablifhments ! They could not imagine what inducement 
he could have to fhew them any mercy, miich leis to heap kind- 
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ncfles upon them. Pribuloff himfelf faid, " They had every thing, 
*• and faw that we had nothing worth their taking ; therefore 
" they made us prefents ; for they were alhamed to be enemies 
** to fuch poor wretches *•" 

I am inclined to think that his conjectures were juft ; and I 
feel myfelf interefted in relating this anecdote, which, in my 
opinion, does fo much credit to an European failor, of whatever 
nation he may be. 

Nothing material happened this winter, the greateft part of 
which we paiied at Bolfhoiretfk, receiving frequent intelligence 
of the progrefs at Neizfhni under the diredion of Captain Hall, 
who acquainted us that his veflel would be ready to put to fea as 
foon as the river Kamtfliatka fliould be free of ice. One circum- 
ftance, however, I think it neceflary to mention. The Ruffian 
fecretary, Vaffiley Diakonoff, having given diflatisfadion to Cap- 
tain Billings, and being thought to have entered into a private cor- 
refpondence with Mr. Shelikoff, and difclofed fome fecrets of the 
expedition, was put in irons and fent to Irkutfk, to anfwer for 
his conduct on the return of the expedition. 

I forbear making any comment upon this bufinefs, or giving 
any particular account of Kamtfliatka, until I take my final de- 
parture from it, 

* The liberality with which the Expedition under Captain Cook treated the natives of 
every place they touched at, infufed into their minds an aftoniflung idea of the wealth and 
profufion of the nation from whence they came : this, therefore, was a very natural condu* 
fion of Pribuloff. 

Coralin was the commander of the hunting parties on (hore j and he alfo received fcveral 
prefents from the Mercury, 

We 
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Wc pafled the winter in excurfions of pleafure, and in dancing 
and card parties, chiefly at Bolflioiretfk, where the luxuries of 
life are more plentiful than in the harbour of St Peter and Sr. 
PauK The froft was fometimes very fevere, ^nd we had for 
a few hours 21^ below the freezing point of Reaumur. Two 
or three earthquakes happened about the neighbourhood of 
Neizflini; but, except a flight fliock on the 21ft November at 
noon, none of them reached the harbour of St. Peter and St. 
Paul. 

In the beginning of the month of April 1791, all hands repaired 
to the harbour. Infl:ru£lions were fent to Captain Hall (to 
whom the command of the fecond vefltl was allotted as fenior 
oflBcer), to be at Bering's ifland by the 25th May ; and if he did 
not find us, to wait till the 30th : we alfo were to wait till the 
30th for his veflTel, if we arrived earlier. In cafe we fhould not 
meet there at all, the fecond place of rendezvous was appointed 
at Oonalaihka. 

Wc took in a good ftipply of water, rolling the calks over 
the ice of the harbour to the fliip. We alfo took a greater 
quantity of provifions than in the preceding voyage ; though the 
ialted meat was lefs nouri(hing, having lain fo much longer in 
the caflcs* The diflferent meflfes took a good ftock of dried and 
pickled falmon, berries, wild onions, &c. 

By the ifl of May the bay of Avatfka was clear of ice, and not 
before, owing to the feverity of the winter : but the inner har- 
bour of St. Peter and St. Paul remained frozen up. 
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' On the 8th, wc broke the ice of the harbour to make a paflage 
for the fhip, and hauled her into the bay. The thermometet 
flood at 2° to 4° of heat, the wind blowing right againft us till 
the 13th, when it fell calm. We now took the fmithy and all 
hands on board, and hauled off the battery point. Baffling light 
airs detained us till Friday the i6th^ at four o'clock in the morn* 
ing, when we weighed anchor with a gentle breeze from the 
north, and fainted the battery with feven guns, which was re** 
turned with an equal number. The wind falling fcant, and fhift- 
ing to fouth-weft, with a contrary current, we made but little 
headway, and caft anchor at four ?• M. in the mouth of the bay, 
the lighthoufe bearing north-eaft 86^, diftant about one mile. 
The next morning a moderate breeze fjprung up from the eaft, 
which brought with it a very thick fog. The tide fetting againfl 
us to the weft, at three knots and a half, our fhip drove unob- 
ferved, and we difcovered that we had a flat ftone bottom at 
twelve fathom. We drove very near the fouth-weft rocky fhore, 
fent a kedge to the north-eaft into good anchorage, weighed an- 
chor, and hauled a-head. At ten A. M. a gentle breeze fpringing 
up from fouth, we took in our kedge, and ftood about two knots 
north north-weft, when, coming to a good bottom, we brought 
up with our beft bower. At noon we obferved the latitude 53® 

All the 18th we had variable light airs^ with cloudy and hazy 
weather. The KamtQiadals that were out among the rocky 
iflands^ feeking eggs, brought us a very confiderable fupply, as 
alfo of fea-fowl. 

Monday, the 19th May, we weighed anchor at four A. M. 
with a gentle weft fouth-weft breeze, ftood out of the bay of 
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Avatflia^ and hoifted out bdats on bolrd, going eaft by north it 
three knots. At noon, our bearings were Povorotnoi Muis (Cook's 
Cape Gaveria), fouth-weft 23^ 30' ; Villuitflielkoi Peak (Para- 
tounka Sopka) fouth-weft yi^ ; lighthoufe, by true compafs^ 
north-weft 58^ 23', diftant feven miles and a half j latitude of 
fhip*s place obferved 52^ 49', longitude 158^ s^'^ variation one 
half point eaft, from whence we took our departure, and con- 
tinued our courfe all day. 

On the 20th we law immenfe numbers "of grampufles, por- 
poifes, and many whales* We had a ficefli gale from the norths 
hauled the wind, and kept a courfe eaft north-eaft, under clole- 
reefed top-fails. In the afternoon, moderate wind. The 21ft, 
at noon, latitude S3^ 9\ longitude 161^ 39'. Sheponlkoi Gape 
bore due weft, diftant about fifteen leagues. I make this cape in 
latitude ^i^^ 9', longitude 160° 3', variation three-fourths of a 
point eaft. Variable light winds, and calms, prevented our making 
much head-way till Saturday the 24th j when, early in the morn- 
ing, a breeze fprung up from the fouth-weft, and we failed north 
at the rate of fix knots. At noon our obferved latitude was 54.^ 
14', corredled longitwde 162* 30'. The eaftern extremity of 
Kronotfkoi Cape bore north 2^ 30' weft. In the evening the 
breeze died away, and calms and light airs followed till the morn- 
ing of the 27th, when we had a gentle breeze from the weft 
Ibuth-weft. At noon our latitude obferved was 54*^ 45' 22", loi^- 
gitude 165® 36'. At three P. M. faw Bering's ifland, the fouth- 
weft point of which bore Jiorth-eaft, the fouth-eaft extremity 
north-eaft 73°. At eight P. M. the wind frefliened, with hazy 
weather, and fqually ; the land was about four miles to leeward, 
and a detached rock off the north-weft extremity a-head of us* 
Mr. Bakoff, who had the watch, firft difcovered the dangerous 
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fituation ; and it was owing to his prefcnce of mind, in immedi« 
jtf^ly crouding all the fail the ihip could cany, that we weathered 
thb rock, at not the ihip's length from it, carrying her gunwale! 
nearly under water. : Having cleared tliis point at eleven K M. 
we flood away more large, with very hazy weather. 

This ifland^B fouth extremity bears by true compafs from the 
harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul north-eaft 67% its diftance 192 
miles, trending north-weft 35% forty miles. The weft fide of the 
ifland is mountainous, and covered with fnow ; the fummits were 
hid in the haze and fog. The north point is low land, free of 
fnow. Here are two bays where merchants' galliots wii^ter j but 
they are fhoal, dangerous of approach, and expofed to the north 
winds. A fmall rivulet runs into eaoh of them, in which trao^ 
fparent white pebbles are found; and fometimes, aft^r a hard 
gale of wind from the north, fmall pieces of native copper are 
caft on the (hores. The north point is in latitude SS"* ^i't ^^ogi* 
tude i66* ij't 

The 28th, at noon, our latitude was $5^ H' *J^ correded 
longitude i66* 50'. At two P. M. the fun and moon's diftance 
gave the longitude i66* 52' 45", which perjfe^tly agreed with our 
fhip's reckoning : variation one point eaft. The wind blowing 
frefh from the fouth^rweft, we could not attempt to enter the bay 
to feek for the fecond veifel j and it was refolved to profecute cut 
voyage to Oonalaihka. 

The 29th, at three o'clock in the morning, being very foggy, 
we faw Copper ifland aftern of us ; fo that we muft have pafled 
it very clofe indeed. Our courfe was eaft fouth-eaft, the wind 
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blowiqg fr«(h from the fouth-weft. Owing to thick weather, we 
could only obferye that Copper iflaod is raounuinous, bearing 
from Bering's ifland'a fouth point north-eaft 65% diftant 37 miles, 
trending foiijh-eaft 6i% twenty-fire miles: rocks between the 
iflands, and off their northern extremities. At five P. M. the 
fun and moon's diftance proved our longitude 169** o' 1 5' V lati- 
tude 54'' 14'. In the evening the wind died away. 

The 30th, our latitude at nooa was 53*^ 43', longitude 170* 
12'. At feven P. M. we faw land, a lofty mountain covered with 
fnow, fouth-eaft 30*, which was foon hid by the haze and dark- 
nefs of tfce night. Light airs all night and the next day, with a 
confiderable fwell from the fouth. Hazy weather prevented our 
feeing the land again till Wednefday the 4th June at three Aj M. 
when the weft extremity of Attoo bore north, diftant 13 miles, 
and the eaftern point north- eaft 72^ Going eaft north-eaft at 
two knots, with little wind from the weft-north -weft, at noon 
latitude by account 52* 33V longitude 172* 15', variation one and 
one-fourth point eaft. At four P. M. the weft of Attoo bore 
jiortk-wcft 31'' 30', Agattoo*8 north-weft point, north-eaft 6o*. 
We threw the fhip in the wind, and got foundings with 75 
fathoms, ftony bottom. 

The ifland of Attoo is mountainous and covered with fnow. 
Its weftern end bears by true compafs from the fouth of Bering's 
ifland fouth 61'' eaft, 215 miles diftant: its dire&ion eaft and 
weft about 60 miles. Detached rocks are off the weft point ; 
and its fouth fide has feveral opemngs appearing like coves, but 
expofed to the fouth. From the eaft of Akoo to the weft of 
AgattQO the diftance is 20 miles fbuth-eaft one-fourth eaft, trend- 
ing 
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hig eaft about 1 6 miles. Here alfo appear fome opeiiings, but 
the entrances arc barred bjr a reef of rocks. The weft extremity 
is low land gradually afcending; Eight miles from the point is 
a very lofty mountain, the top of which was hid in the clouds, 
as was alfo the higher land towards the eaft. Ten miles north is 
the little ifland of Semitfh, and off the eaftern point is a ftill 
fmallcr ifland. 

We kept an eafterly courft ; and it noon of the '5th our ob- 
ferved latitude was 52^ 10' 25^, correded longitude 174° 17^, 
with a very hazy horizon. At two P. M. we fiw Buldyr, north- 
eaft by north one-half eaft: fhortly after we had rainy and thick 
weather. Bul^iyr b^ars by tnle compafs from the ifland of Agat- 
too north-eaft 88^,'diftant 70 miles. This* is an oval rock, very 
lofty, fix miles from north to fouth, and four miles acrofs. Off* 
tteeaft and weft points are detached rocks^ to Che ^^ft they^ 
extend to a confideraible <liftance# 

The 6th, at three o'clock in the morning, we faw the ifland of 
Kyfka to the fouth-eaft, a detached rock fouth-eaft 64^, and 
fliaped our' courfe through the ftraits, to get to the north of the 
iflands. 

. Thefe ftraits are 64 miles wide. The north point of Kyfea 
bearff eaft from tha fouth point of Buldyr ; its direftion fouth by 
eaft, and extent 26 miles, terrainatirig in a point of moderate 
height, and 10 miles acrofs in the wideft part : there is fome low 
land about the eaft extremity, and it contains many rocks. At 
noon our fatitude- by account' Was 52^ 23' 20", longitude 177% 
when we rofe a eltifter of iflands j the ctxoft weftern of which 
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16 calkd SigooUi 14 miles eaft of Ryflca« This is nearly^ 
round, and nine miles in circumference. Krifley ifland is 
about an equal dtftance from Kyika to the fouth-eaft, fmall and 
rocky. The ifland of Amtihitka lies about eight miles eaft north* 
eaft of Kriflcy, and trends eaft noarly^^o miles in extent. It ha* 
an expofed bay to the fouth ; the north fide is acceffible for boats ; 
but the clufter of iflands on this (idi render its approach by TdTels 
hnpoiTible.: Off its eaftern extremity, due north, at the diftance 
of 28 miles, b the ifland Semi SopeQinoi, or Seven Peaks, trend- 
ing eaft and weft 22 miles* The fog, however, foon hid thefc 
iflands from our fight« 

Thick weather prerented our feting land till the 9th, when, 
ac noon, the fun broke through the haze, and we fuddenly faw 
the land over the ftarboard fore-^yard arm^ appeadng clofe to the 
ihip ^ a tremendous barren mountain ftreaked with fnow imme^ 
diately difcovered its bale, bearing from north-eaft 62^ to fouth* 
eaft 46^, diftant in the neareft place about half a mile (but no 
foundings with 100 fathom line) ; a perpendicular rock. The 
fun^s altitude in the haze was 61'' 10', which gave the hititude 5^* 
5' 21''} by fliip*s reckoning 52* 6' ; longitude i8o* 22' j raria- 
tion one point and a half eaft. The wind blew pretty frefli from 
the north ; and, as it was impoflible to weather^ its point, we 
fliaped our courfe fouth*eaft by fouth« At firft we took the rock 
for the Volcano Gorelloi j but foon diicovered it to be the north* 
weft extremity oi Tanaga, which is formed by an uneven-topped 
volcano, appearing like a clufter of mountains. One terminates 
in a conical point, of extreme height, emitting fometimes a co- 
lumn of fmoke« They are all covered with fnow, which des- 
cends in ridges to below the middle of the mountain> but much 
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darkened by the quantity of aflies upoir k. This mountain oe^ 
cupies a fpace of eight miles fouth, and fix miles eaft by north* 
South fouth-weft eight miles from the north- weft extremity of the 
ffland, the high land terminates by a projeding rocky cape, fiiar* 
pened by feveral detached needle rocks, behind which we thought 
there might be good anchorage. Captain^ SaretfheflF volunteered 
to explore, and went in the- cvenmg in the long-boat with this^ 
intent. We ftood oflTand* on to wait his returo; a thictfogj;, 
however,, fett" uptm us, which continued till the next' day at noom. 
During this titoe we very frequently experienced ftrong rippling; 
tidks m various directions, but chiefly fouth andfouth-eaft. Oar 
dlftknce was about one mile from (hore, and we faw the long-- 
5oar pulling on board, which foon arrived^ Mr. Saretfheff'foundt 
pretty good anchorage fix milfes fouth fouth-^weft behind the 
needle rocks ; our obferved latitude at noon was 54* ^& 3^, one- 
mile eaft of the neareft knd^ It falling- cafm; we towed' into th'e 
bay, and* came to anchor at fix P. M. j-GorellOi Volcano hore 
weft' nerth-weft, diftant 22 miles. Ih the fog yeftferd^y we mofl 
have paffed this mountain very clofe" indeed. We drd not fee thcf 
top of this volcano on account of the clouds refting upon it ; but: 
the (hores are very fteep, and' there is no acceft, except in very 
calin weather, on the fouth- weft part for boats j its bearing ffom^ 
Krifley iflind fouth 81? eaft, diftant 107 miles, fix miles from 
north to fouth, and three miles from eaft to weft. I have defcribcd 
the north-weflf part of Tanaga to the fpiral ropks trendlng^ fouth. 
fouth-weft eight miler; thefe rocks form the north bounds of a : 
flnall bafin, ih which we came vo anchor in latitude 51**52', and 
longitude iStT 25'. It is about two miles and a half in circumfe-^ 
rence, with a (kndy bottom feven fathom ; and,' at the head of the 
inlet, is a very convenient watering-place j . it is, however, expofcd" 
to the northf wcCt vriinds*. 
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From this place the laijd trends weft by fouth eight nules^ low 
and very verdant ; terminating in a fandy cape, from whence the 
ifland ftretches away fouth by weft 15 miles; all, except the 
north, is low land, with frefti water lakes j but interfperfed with 
fome rifing grounds, near which are the defolated dwellings of 
the former inhabitants. We found the earthen habitations in 
one place contain about 20 women, and only a few men, either 
old or very infirm, which conftitutes the prefent population of 
the iiland, exclufive of a few children. The male inhabitants had 
been taken by Luchanin's company of hunters to aflift them in 
the chafe ; and what induced the remainder to fuppofe that it 
was not the intention of Luchanin that they ftiould ever return^ 
but form an eftabliihment perhaps on the coaft of America (which 
they call Kanaifki Land), was, that he had alfo taken as many 
women with him as he could poffibly ftow away in bis galliot. 
We learnt, however, from thefe remaining inhabitants, that their 
companions did not go voluntarily. This ifland was formerly 
very well inhabited ; but the Ruflians have almoft depopulated 
it, which is completely the cafe whh thofe to the weft. 

The inhabitants drefs exa6ily like thofe at Oonalaflika ; but the 
^women have not fo many ornaments. They fpeak different dia- 
Icds of the fame language as at the above-mentioned ifland. 
Their dances and diverfions, however, feem different They are 
more graceful in their motion, extremely modeft in all their ao? 
tioas J and quite unlike all other favages that I have feen, by being 
free from lafcivioufnefs. Young men amufe themfelves with 
jumping on the (kin of a large fea-lion, held in the sdr by four or 
(ix men. Tbey leap and lighten upon their feet, and by degrees 
are thrown up to aa immenfe height : when they are tired they 
leap off upon the ground. I attempted to leap in this manner, 
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6ut could not fiicceed; for the fudden jerk either caufed my knees 
to bend; or clfe threw me out of the centre j and they explained 
the caufe by telling me, that I looked upon the fkin, whereas I 
ought to keep my body ereft, and look upwards ; at the fame 
time I fhould not leap, but let the men throw me up. Therr 
boats are larger and more heavy than thofe of Oohalafhka, though 
made upon the fame principle. 

« 
We had on board three natives of this and the neighbouring 
ifland of Kanaga, taken from hence in the year 1785 by Gregory 
Shelikoff, of whofe behaviour upon thefe iflands we received very 
unfavourable accounts. Two of them had been the attendants of 
Gaptain Billings from the time of. his firft arrival at Ochotlk in^ 
1786 ; and now embarked with a view of being left at their na- 
tive habitations j to which, notwithftanding the dcfolation that 
they beheld, they flew with fatisfadion ; (a ftrong proof of the 
attachment of mankind to the country where they have paflfed 
the years of innocence and happinefs!) content in the poflfef^ 
fion of a piece of paper which exempted them from the flavifh. 
demands of the Ruffians * (in cafe they choofe to pay any atten-» 
lion to it). Thus rewarded, with the addition^ of a few articles 
of drefsi the free gift of diflferent officers on board, and ^th ai 
very fmall quantity of tobacco, they were put on fhofe. 

This was not quite the ftile ia which Omai was returned to 
his family and friends by Captain Cook ; for all the wealth that 
thefe pofleffed between them could not create envy ^mong their 
brethren;: nor could all the accompliihments which they had ac^ 

* I hope that my readers will not confound the charader of thefe defperate exSes with . 
the general charader of the Ruflians, who are kind and hofpitahle to an excefs. 
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quired, during a (ix year*8 fervice in conftant employment with 
the utmoft diligence and fidelity *, prove any recommendation to 
their Telatives, or qualify them to obtain their living by the pro- 
«du£tion8 of the chafe ; for only one pf them was capable of row- 
ing in their fmall baidars, and I believe that only in fmooth 
water. I cannot fee any other means of their fupporting them- 
felvesi!han by digging the edible roots, and obtaining the (hell-fifh 
with which the fandy ihores abound, particularly cockles of an 
extraordinary fize. 

The rocks have alfo a variety of mufcles, apd feveral fpeciet 
of limpets that adhere to thcmjuftat low water marie; a par« 
ticular fpecies in great abundance called by the Ruffian hunters 
baidars, from the great refemblance which they bear to their open 
i>oats, with a row of jointed (hells along the centre of the hack; 
thefe are devoured by the natives both raw and drefled, and I 
thought them very good eating; the largeft were about three 
inches long, and one inch broad, very flefhy and firm. Whales 
are frequently caft afhore upon the landy point of this ifland^ and 
jiSbrd food and light for a confiderable time. 

(One fpecies of whale is frequently caft on (hore both on thefe 
Sflands and on the coaft of Kamtfhatka^ which the natives Qev.er 
eat^' but only ufe the fat to burn. They know no difference in 
its appeaiance ; but obferve that neither gulls« nor any bird of 
:prey, or fox, will eat of it. They fay, that the Ruffian hunters 

^ One 6f th^e lidt attended Mr. Hain tnd me at the time we were at the KoTima. 
Maia aflc^him» ^hat the iaTagea would do (hould he(Main) fitU'ioto tkeir haadt? The 
boy ftpUed : ^ Sir, you (hall never fall into their hands if I am with yoa ; for I do always 
carry a (hatp knife about me | and when I (ee that there it no poffibility of your c&apingt 
J wis Iteb you to Ihe beard and then they will not tueddle with youf' 
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have uied it for food ; that its fat tarns in the (lomach to aa oil 
of fo fnbtile a nature, as to pafs throUgh all the pores of the body, 
while the flefhy parts are emitted in an imdigefted ftate j and 
that if thofe who have eaten it have formerly had wounds or ul- 
cers, although thefe have been cured for years, they break out 
afrefli. Several of the hunters told rae, that they had eaten of 
this whale, and that the account which thq natives gave of the 
fubtilenefs of the fat, and the undigefted ftate in which the more 
fubftautial parts pafled through them, was true ; and that fome of 
their companions, who had been cured of the venereal diftemper, 
became again violently aSe£ted with that difmal difejafe, merely 
from this food. The fame property, however, is attributed to the 
flefh of whales in general. 

This was the only ifland on which we obferved the eider-ducfe ; 
and it was about the lakes here in great* plchty. 'the xlreffetf 
made of tlieir &ins are efteemed the beft'of alll the feathered ttijie, 
being more foft, warm, arid ftrong, thaft any others. 

' • '. r .- ... 
We remained at anchor till Sunday the 15th, and. the whole 
time experienced hazy and mifty weather^ which prevented our 
feeing: the fmall rocky iflands to the weftij which were formerly 
the places of refort of the fpa-.otter and other marine animfils, now 
nearly extirpated, or entirely driven from thefe parts, AX three 
P. M. we got under weigh, with a gentle breeze from the fouth-. 
eaft, and flood away weft north- weft to dpuble the north cape of 
the ifland jbut, the wind being fcant and fliifting to the north- 
eaft by eaft at fix P.M.^ we kept working to windward all 
the i6th* 

Gg The 



Digitized by 



Google 



fl2$ ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION 

The 17th, ftill plying, at noon our obferved latitude was 52* 
7' S5^'* W^ made the ifland of Kanaga feven miles diftant from 
that of Tanaga, and faw the fmoke afcending from the hot 
fpring at the foot of an extinguiflied volcano on the ifland of 
Kanaga, off which at 1 2 miles we alfo obferved the fmall ifland 
called Bobrevoi, from the number of fea-otters that formerly held 
their refting-place upon it. 

The wind ftill continuing from the north-eaft quarter, with 
very thick weather, which prevented our difcovering the leeward 
iflands, we refolved upon pafling the ftraits weft of Tanaga, where 
we ftood at anchor to get to the fouth of the iflands. At three 
A. M. of the 1 8th, we ftood fouth-weft by fouth, with a gentle 
breeze from north-eaft by north, which frefliened by noon to a 
briik gale. The weather was hazy; our latitude by account 51* 
48' 5", the body of Gorelloi Peak bearing fouth-weft 72*, when 
we rofe the low ifland -^of Illuk fouth-weft 6% diftant from the 
low fouth-weft extremity of Tanaga 12 miles* We fliortly after 
faw the rocky iflands between Illuk and Gorelloi. The 19th, 
eafterly fqualls and thick weather, with flying clouds at noon, 
when we got a fight of the fun ; and the latitude obferved was^ 
51** 27' 20", correfted longitude 181*' 29', variation of the com- 
pafs one point and a half eaft. Afternoon rainy with a hard gale. 
At five P. M it brought us under our courfes clofe hauled on the 
ftarboard tack. 

The 20th, at noon, having moderate wind from the fouA, fet 
dofe-reefed topfails, and ftood away eaft by north, latitude by ac- 
count 51* 2', hazy weather, and no land feen. The 2 1 ft, at noon, 
obfcKved latitude 51'' 4' 5/', correded longitude 182* 22'. At 
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five P. M. faw the ifland Adach ; Its weftern low extremity north- 
weft I5^ At fevcn, having made the laft two hours feven knots and 
a half north north-eaft, the low extremity of Adach bore north- 
weft 39*, diftant 17 miles, and we rofe another ifland north north- 
weft, when the haze hid all land until Sunday the 2 2d, at feven 
A. M. when we faw mountains, and at eight found ourfelsres near 
a clufter of fifteen fmall iflands, triountainous and of various 
forms. At noon our latitude obferved was 51° 58' 38", correded 
longitude 184° 48'. We were now failing with a moderate 
breeze from the fouth to the north-eaft, at the rate of fix and 
feven knots through the ftraits formed by the clufter of moun- 
tainous iflands before mentioned ; fome of them not half a mila 
off (foundings from 30 to 50 fathoms, fhells and coral) ; the 
largcft, Gorelloi ifland (not Peak), north-weft 57^. My me- 
moranda, taken from the original log, not being here very dit- 
tindt, I am unable to give the exafl: bearings and diftances of 
thefe iflands. We paflTed the north point of Alcha, however, 
about four miles from the land, when we were furrounded by a 
thick fog. 

The 23d, at noon, our latitude by account 53^ 4', longitude 
187^ 48', we allowed variation one point and three quarters eaft; 
very foggy all day. Continued our courfe north-eaft half eaft 24 
hours, until Tuefday the 24th at noon, when our diftance rua 
proved 128 miles north eaft 80"^ 24', making our latitudei 53^ 
^7', longitude 191^ 28', rainy, mifty, and foggy weather, which 
prevented our feeing land till half paft one, when we fuddenly 
faw land fouth-eaft, about two miles and a half diftant, which was 
known to be a promontory on Oomnak j upon which we ftiaped 
our courfe north-eaft. At five P. M. we rofe the north-weft ex- 
tremity pf Oonalaihka, fouth-eaft 85^ At nine P. M. paflTed the 
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remarkable rock, refembling a fliip under fail, ia the middle of the 
ftraits, between Oomnakand Goqalaflika, and opened Tfhirneffki 
bay fouth-eaft i6°. Upon feeing land ahead, hauled the wind 
and ftood away north. At ten P. M, being about three miles 
from the fliore of Oonalafhka, we fent the baidar to examine the 
coaft, which was hid from our fight in the haze, and ftood off. 
and-on all night. The next morning, Wednefday, the 25th June^ 
at four A. M. with a gentle breeze from the weft, being well in 
with the land, feveral natives came on board, under whofe pilot- 
age we ftood into the bay of Amoknak j and at three P. M. came, 
to anchor in the bafin of Illuluk, about ao fathonx from the dwell* 
ings that bear this name^ and Ihortly aft«r fent the obfervatory on 
ibore. 

Captain Hall was not yet ari-ived : a circumftance rather unac* 
countable to u^^ except on the fuppofition that he could not get 
fo. fooa ready to leave K^s^tfhatk^ as hct expe^ed. 
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CHAP. XVIL 

Captain Billings abandons all thought of re-vijiting the American 
Coaji to the fouth of Cook^s River ^ and prepares to fail for the 
Bay of St. Laurence. — R^Slions of the Author. — Sail for the 
Bay of St. Laurence. — The IJlands of St. George and Si. PauL-^^ 
Gore^s IJland^ l^c. — Captain Billings^ iffc. land on the Continent 
^ of America.; of 'vqbich vifit fome Particulars are given front the 

. Memoranda of a Gentleman in the Party.^^^ome to anchor in 
t^e Bay of St. Laurence. 

Captain Billings now declared, that be was refoked to 
abandon every idea of revifiting the American coaft to the fouth 
of Cook's River ; but determined to proceed (fo foon as he had 
taken in a frefh fupply of water, landed provifion for the Teflel 
under the command of Captain Hall, and taken on board ballad 
in its ftead) dired to the Bay of St. Laurence, in the land of the 
Tfliutfki, where two petty officers, Dauerkin and Kobeleff, fent 
from Ochotlk in 1789, had orders to wait our arrival ; and, in 
cafe Captain Hall fhould not arrive in the mean time, orders 
were to be left with Mr. AUegretti (his furgeon), Ivan Alexeeff (an 
enfign), and one failor, who were to remain on fhore to guard the 
provifion, that he fhould immediately follow us to the above- 
mentioned Bay of St. Laurence, where Captain Billings meant to 
land, without even attempting to fee how far he might be able to 
pafs through Bering's Straits j aflerting, that the feafon was too 
far advanced, and that he ihpuld have an opportunity of afcer- 
tsuning every thing neceffary by land. 

Nothing 
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Nothing In the world could have afforded me lefs fatisfadion 
than this refolution^ which I regarded as the conclution of an 
expedition that was fet on foot with unbounded liberality by the 
moft magnanimous fovereign in the world ; which had raifed the 
expedtation of all nations to the higheft pitch, and induced man« 
kind to anticipate the fatisfadion of obtaining the moft complete 
knowledge of the geography of this unknown part of the globe, 
together with a convidion of the cxiftence or non-exiftence of a 
aorth-weft pafTage. But, alas ! after fo many years of danger 
and fatigue ; after putting the government to fuch an extraordi- 
nary cxpence ; after having advanced fo far in the attempt, even 
at the very time when we were in hourly expedation of our 
confort, and, as appeared to me, being juft entering upon the grand 
part of the undertaking, thus to abandon it, was the moft unac- 
countable and unjuftifiable of anions. 

I defpaired of feeing Captain Hall again, at leaft until our re- 
turn to Kamtftiatka, or perhaps St. Peterfburg, unlefs we fhould 
be fo fortunate as to join company before leaving this ifland, 
which might, perhaps, alter the prcfent plan, and lead us to pur- 
fue the real objed of the expedition. 

The remonftrances of Captain Saretfheff at the Kovima, oh the 
Icy Sea, &c. &c. and in fsidl the reprefentations of every oflBcer who 
had hitherto prefumed to have an opinion, were always treated by 
the Commander with petulant and illiberal retorts. I have, indeed, 
had too frequent opportunities of obferving, that rank and power 
intoxicate the pofleffor, unlefs they have been the reward of real 
merit, or the confequences of feniority in aftual fervice ; in which 
cafes^ the value of authority is known, as wealth gained by labour, 
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and not ufed as the accidental and unexpeded inheritance of a 
prodigal. 

Excepting Captain Billings, Mr. Saretflieff was the only naval 
officer on board ; and I can affirm, that the latter was the only 
fcientific navigator in our Expedition : a gentleman, who poflefled 
that particular modefty which is always the companion of merit, 
with feelings the moft acute, refiTiedl>y true fentiments of honour; 
to which (at one time, at lead) he had hopes of adding fome 
luftre in the prefent undertaking. His duty at length got the better 
of his feelings fo far, as to lead him to afk, whether no other 
perfoa could be fent by land, while Captain Billings himfelf made 
a fecond attempt by fea ? And, whether it was abfolutely neceflary 
for him (Billings) to go ? Receiving only evafive anfwers, how-' 
ever, he entertained hopes of better fucccfs if Captain HallV 
arrival fhould ftrengthen his effi^rts K 



♦ I would moft wfllingly have drawn a veil over this part of my narrative ; but that my 
fo dotngy. I thought, would have been more unjuft than the caufe that gave rift tb it, and 
at the fame time would have eclip(ed the merit of other officers on^boardl The officers of 
the three watches were. Captain SaretfhcIF; Mr. Bakoff, a gentleman whofe bufinels it was 
to take cart of the (hip's materials, boats, &c. but who knew nothing of navigation of 
numbers ; and Mr. Batako£P». a ilurman, or mafter, whofe duty was to keep the log reckon*' 
ingy con to the helmfm^n, 5cc. but who had nothing to do with the working of the fhip ; 
his learning extended to a common day's work ; taking the fun's altitude at noon, and its 
aximuth for the variation ; making furveysr&c* Thefe gentlemen^ from their experience^ 
were well qualified to keep watch ; and, although not the moft learned of men, poflefled 

** Good fenfe, which only is the gift of Heav'n^ 
** And, though no fcience, fairly worth the fev'n* 

They were a£live, zealous, and enterprifing ; particularly Mr. Bakoff, who was alfo Uefled 
with aftonifhing prefence of mind in all cafes of neceility or danger. The failors and petty 
officers were divided into two watches : and it may be proper here to remark, that not one 
of the common failors had ever feen a (hip befojQ|} whidi,. indeed^ was the cafe with.all'the 
petty officers, except three* 

Having, 
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Having landed the provifions and ftores for the fecond veffel, 
taken In a fufficient quantity of ballafl, and a fupply of frefh 
water, we were completely ready for fea on Monday the 7th July. 
In the evening Mr. AUegretti (Captain Hall's furgeon), Ivan Alex- 
eeff (an enfign of jagers), and a failor, were put on fliore, to guard 
the ftores, and with inftruftions for Captain Hall to follow us to 
the Bay of St. Laurence. At nine P. M. weighed anchor; but, 
falling cajm, we hauled about two knots out of the bafin, and 
again brought up. 

Thurfday July 8th, weighed at four A. M, with a gentle fouth- 
weft breeze ; but (hortly after a calm compelled us a fecond time 
to come to anchor in 1 8 fathoms in the Bay of Amoknak, over a 
fine fandy bottom. At two P. M. a gende breeze fprang up from 
the fouth fouth-eaft ; which freftiening, at three we got under 
weigh, and ftood out of the Bay of Amoknak, at the mouth of 
which the ftiip's latitude, by bearings from the obfervations on 
fliore, was 54° 8', longitude 193^ 17' eaft from Greenwich ; va- 
riation of the compaTs two points eaft ; the volcano on Acutan 
bearing north-caft 62^, Oonalgi fouth-eaft 73°. We foon after 
faw Akoona to the north-eaft. One of the natives here overtook 
us, and, wifliing to accompany us, was taken on board with his 
fmall baidar. At eight P. M. ftood away north-weft, with a frefh 
ibuth-eaft breeze and foggy weather. At midnight the wind 
veered to north-weft, and foon after increafed to a gale, with fly- 
ing clouds. At noon, our obfcrved latitude was 54^ 59' 38", 
correded longitude 193° i'. In the afternoon the wind became 
more moderate. 

By noon of the ibth we had run 29 miles only, north-weft 
36"^ 57'. In the fore-part of the day, 1 begged Mr. Saretflieflf" to 
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» 

heave the lead, upoa a fuppofidon fhat he would gdt 4 foundings, 
whicli he did at 80 fatlxoms, mttd and fand, and in the evening 
at 75 fathoms* It had been very hazy all day, and continued fo 
all the next day, with little wind at north north- we ft, and weft 
by north. At noon of the nth we faw feveral herds of fea-liona 
fportingjfea-birds, and weeds floating. Our 24 hours run was north- 
weft 49° 20', 75 miles. Foggy and mifty weather continued all 
the afternoon. At night, having a frefli breeze fouth by weft, we 
clofe-reefed our top-fails, and, in hopes of feejng in the morning 
the iflands difcovered by Prebuiloflf, laid-to with the main-top- 
fail to the maft. Saturday the 12th, early in the morning, we 
righted fails, ftood to weft north-weft, and faw land in the fog^ 
bearing north, north-weft. At noon our latitude, by account, was 
56^ 59', longitude 189^45', when the fouth extremity of St. 
George's Ifland bore fouth-eaft 57% diftant 16 miles j and foon 
after we faw the ifland of St. Paul, Thefe iflands appear hilly, 
though not mountainous j many vallies are difcerniblc, covered 
with green plants, fuch as are to be met with on all the Aleutan 
iflands j but there is not a tree or a flirub upon the ifland, except 
fame low berry-bearing buflies from 12 to 16 inches ^high. A 
reef of rocka oflT the fouth and fouth- weft (ides of the iflands ex- 
tends about three miles ; fome of them are difcovered by the 
breakers, while others are confiderably above water. They are 
not furniftied with any harbour ; but to the north-eaft are bays 
fliallow and expofed, which, however, bad as they are, afford a 
landing- place to the hunters, whofe firft bufmefs is, to fecure their 
veflcU by hauling them on fliore. The weft extremity of the 
ifland of St. George bears, by true compafs, from the north point 
of Oonalaftika north 39° weft, diftant 190 miles, trending eaft 
by north, one-h^lf eaft 19 miles, and is about eight miles wide. 
i»uchanin's company are now here ; but by the accounts of the 
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Hative on board, and of others with whom we fpoke at Oona« 
la(hka, they get but few animals- Drift wood is alfo fcarce, 
which was plenty at the time when Pribuiloff firft difcovered 
thefe iflands. This company of hunters have alfo a few hands 
with them from Oonalafhka. 

At eight P. M. the fog hid the land : we had a moderate breeze 
from the eaft foutli-eaft, and our courfe was north-weft one-half 
weft, allowing two points ; variation eaft, 

Sunday, the 13th July, in the fore-part of the day, we had freflx 
wind eaft fouth-eaft, and were going under an eafy fail north* 
weft at fix knots. At noon very hazy ; latitude by account 58* 
38', longitude 188^ 28'. The afternoon was hazy and mifty ; 
and at four P. M, we had a moderate fouth wind, which veered 
at fevcn P.M. to fouth-weft. We were fteering north- weft and 
by north, but, on account of night approaching, flackened fail. 

On the 14th we had a moderate fouth fouth-weft breeze, with 
hazy and foggy weather, and kept our north-weft courfe. At 
feven A. M. we faw in the haze land to the north-eaft, which we 
foon after difcovered to be Cook's Pinnacle Ifland, . and ftood in 
for it north by eaft. At eight, the wind veering to fouth fouth- 
caft, we faw a rock in the fog right a-head, fo wore ftiip, and 
fteered two knots fouth-weft one-half weft, when we again re- 
fumed our former courfe. At ten A. M. faw Gore's ifland a-^head, 
and foon after obferved that it extended confiderably weft of the 
north. At noon, the meridian altitude in the haze gave the lati- 
tude 60^ 30' 50", longitude corredled 187° 15'. Our diftance 
was now about two miles from the fouth-eaft extremity of the 
land, trending north-weft 61"^^ We ranged along the whole of 
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the 'fouth-weft-fidc of the iflaad at the diftSacei airfare, mentroaed^ 

and obferved, that the land .w43 moderately high, andthat fnow lay 

upon mainy of the higher mountains, the fuiAmits of which were 

bid in the fog» Thcfd w^ many bays, backed by low land, and 

^me of them tnay, pi^olsably,- afford good anchorage.- The capes 

tkmfiftedof pwjeding promontwies, with detached' rocks extend* 

ing out from 50 to iob fath<Hn. The vaUies appeared very ver* 

dant ; 'but the high land was barren and rocky. The extent of 

the ifland is ^6 miles. Pinnacle Iflis^nd lies due (buth at the dif- 

tance oi? eight ihiles, and is a. remarkably barren rock, replete with 

'lofty pinnacles, tike Hacks of chimneys, with detached rocks off 

-it in evdry diredion, 

c.'; . ■ . ^ 1" > 

^ At the diftance ol" four miles fpom the fotttht^^ft •extremity of 
Oore's ifland, in a , ^iredion weft by north, is another rocky 
ifland trending fix miles north north-weft. At four P. M. vft 
entered thefe ftraits, with foundings at 1 2 fathom, over a fine 
findy bdttbmw- Wit4i a vifew of feeing whether ihe iflands were 
inhabited or nob, we tanie to anchor in the mid-chinnel,'loweredour 
jolly-boat and baidar, and went afliore on the weftern ifland. We 
found a good landing-place in a fmall bight behind a detached 
rock, which bore due weft from the veflel j the iieach extending 
about 10 fathom froni the' perpendicular rocky fiiore, covered 
with cfrift-wood, the bones and tufks of the walrofs or morzfli, 
the bones of whales, the back-bone, with rib^ adhering to it, of 
fome large animal (I fuppofe the white bear), and fragments of 
rocks ; agates, and other pebbles, &c. The compofition of the 
'ifland feemed to be mountafris of jafper, fome -green and red, but 
in general yellow, veined with tranfparent ftone like calcedbni. 
I afcended one of the narrow chafms in the rock to the top, which 
I found level, covered with' mofs, and fome fdch low plants as I 
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had fecn on the borders of the Icy Sea ; foxes were numerous, 
of the black, red, and bUie (or arftic) fpecies. There appeared 
to me to be no earth upon the ifland, except the dung of animals, 
and of myriads of fca- birds, whofe Ihrill notes almoft prevented 
our hearing each other fpeak : thefe confifted of every fpecies 
that we had feen on the coaft of KamtOiatka, and all the Aleu« 
tan iilands. I am inclined to think, that the birds, their eggs, 
and the' Tea animals caft on fhore, conflitute the chief food of the 
foxes in the fummer ; and that early in the winter the ftraits 
freeze over, when they pafs to the oppofite ifland, which, from the 
verdant appearance of the low tands^ feems likely to afford them 
edible roots for their fupport during a long wmter. I did not 
obferve any fragments of (hells of any kind on the beach, nor the 
leaft traces of any inhabitants^^ This ifland is about fix miles 
frOm north to fouth ; and, to judge from appearances^ it is. nearly 
fquare in its form. 

. The oppofite ifland i» about 14 miles from < north to foutb; 
the fliores everywhere broken and uneven, forming hays, boundv- 
ed by projecting nigged cliflPs, and deUched pinnacle rocks*. 

Several white bears fwam round the fhip while vire were a^t 
anchor, and three of them made many attempts to g6t up the 
lhip*s fide ; but at length they all fwam to the large ifland* Cap^ 
tain Cook did not obferve thefe ftraits, but thought the whole 
was one ifland. 

At midnight got under weigh, and on the 15th, with a gentle 
fouth fouth- weft breeze, kept* a northern courfe. Our foundings 
were now never more than 46 fathoms, having gradually decreafed 
to that from 100 miles north of Oonalaflika, where we had 80 

fathoms. 
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fathoms. At noon we had hazy and foggy weather; latitude, bj 
account, 61^ 6', longitude 187^ 9'. 

On the 16th, wind and weather continuing, we faw no land, 
and our foundings had gradually decreafed by noon to 26 fii- 
thom, fine fand. The laft 24 hours run was 106 miles north-' 
eaft 27^ 7', making our lathude 62^ 39, longitude 188 ' 54'. bk 
the afternoon fleered north one-half weft. The eretring being 
dark andmifty, we hauled the wind, the fhip's head 'being weft 
fouth-weft with a gentle fouth breeze, to keep clear of Gierke's 
Ifland. Our foundings at midnight were 24 fathom, fand and 
fmall ftones. 

July xy. Wind fouth-eaft by fomh, very foggy and nuftyv 
weathen At two A, M. we ftood to the nonh« Our foundings 
decreafed to 15 fathoms^; fhingles; and many birds were flying, 
about the (hip* At fix A. M, foundings 1^, j:i, io.fathoi]&s,\whea 
we fuddenly got the bottom with fix fathom line. Weiimmedi* 
ately hauTed the wind, which frefKened upon us,f and ftood fouth 
By eaft. In this diredion wefoon deepened « our water, to eight, 
nme, and ten; when it again {hoaled to fix fathom* . We now 
confidered ourfelves as embayed in Gierke's Ifland, and kept work* 
ing to windward; the foundings regularly decreafing on both, 
tacks. At noon, our latitude was, by account, 63:^ 2,3 •, longitude 
1^9^ 29^ Continued making fliort boards till two F. M., whea 
we brought up in fix fathom, fand and ftones ;. but, the anchor 
not holding, we dropped a. fecond, and immediately after faw low 
land from eaft north^eaft one-half eaft, to weft north- weft,. diftant 
in the neareft place about three miles, which was immediately af— 
t^ hid again in the fog. The wind increafedto abri^Vgale^vindi 
the weather was mifty and rainy all night* 
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Jlily 18.1 B^ing very %al^y, with fliowers and heavy fogs, we 
got a fpare anchor ready. At ten A. M. a hard gale coming on 
from eaft fouth-caft, we kept occafionally paying out cable. About 
xxoovkj the <;abIc/of the beft bow«r parted, and we dropped our 
/pare anchor in four £rthorn5,» and payed out xj fathoms cable, 
htfriog only three fathom? ^ the fhip's ftern. As. the gale con- 
tinuedt und no land was to be feen on account of the thick wea- 
thfr, we.gpt jt large fpare anchor out of the hold, and belayed a 
c^blis to it i^ cafe of need. The night was very dark, with a 
rough feai aq4 breakers juft afliyrn. 

The 19th, at four A.M., the wind became more moderate, 
but the fog ftill continued. The fea being lefs agitated, wc 
lowered oar |}oats, and fiihed lip our beft bower. At noon, in a 
fqodcTAte wind, we fcnt a matter's mate towards fliore to^ found, 
and weighed the t^o fpafe apchors. We obferved a current to the 
weft atthwc quarters, of a knot* The mafter*s mate reported, that 
he found tW:ee£3ithQin$ pretty dpfe in with the fhorie, but that 
the furf W*ai violent. . At fix P. M. t^e fog clearing up, we dif- 
covered feveral imoiintains covered with fnow from weft fouth* 
weft to north obeihalf eaft, »nd low land to eaft north-eaft one-r 
half eaik, .^ - ' . , 

' ' \ - ' ' ' • ' . • .; ' 

Sunday the 20th, fouthrcaft by eaft;, a moderate .hre^ze, hazy 
ihd mifty* At noon tfce weather clcar<i;d up ^ IkU?, and we faw 
lofty mountains cpvered tvith fnow fout^weft by fqi^fh one-rhalf 
Wfeft, and a peaked mountiin, fccmipglyat a gfe^ diftance be- 
yond the high land north-weft by nwth ; our -obferved latitude 
being 63*^ 26' 34'^ At two P.M. we faw two men walking 
along the low be&eb, who made a ftand oppofite the ftiip, and, 
having fomething hoifted on a pole, waved it backwards and forr 
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wards. We immediately hoifted our flag. Mr. B^ko^ was 
fent with the baidar on fhone j but the breakers were fo >Yi^nt9 
that he coold neither land nor get within hale j he therefore re- 
turned at fix P. M. We obferved the variation t>f the compafs 
24^ 16' 30" eaft. For the better trim of the &ip^ wc fHlcd fix 
calks with fea water. , . . , ^ 

On the 2ift we had little wind from the foutH-eaft,. lieikh raiir 
at intervals. At noon Captain Billings and feveral gsntlemea 
went on (hore on the low beach; At eight P. M. a gentle breeie 
fprung up from the north- weft, and the weather cleared amazing-* 
ly, I went to the main-top-maft head, whence I could phtinly fee 
the fpit of land, where the Captain went aftiore, join to a 'niouni^ 
tain bearing weft by north, diftant 10 miles, trending^ doe eaflr 
about 17 miles, where it terminated, leaving a paffkge into the lake 
which appeared behind it, and upon which I perceived akifge 
boat rowing toward the mountains. The extremity of 'tliis' fpit 
of land I computed at eight miles from the flilp, in ii <tire^wr 
eaft north-eaft one-half eaft ; ani in the iame direfti<m thrte 
miles farther is a projecting mountaii!,^^which conftitutes a^paft of 
the ifland, from which the land takeis a circular fweep hbrth-wefli 
to the top of the lake, continuing the circle to fouth by weft.. 

We now took the following bearings : the fouth extremity dt 
land, as far as we could trace a communication of mountains hf 
low land, fouth-weft jo^, diftant about 12 miles. The body of 
a mouritain, which appeared a detached ifland, fouth-wift 32? 
30', about 20 miles. Another mountain, feemingly detkched 
from fouth-weft 8*^ to fouth 23"^ weft, about i6 miles. Thef brb- 
montofy neareft the extremity of the fpit of hnd north-^aft ^8% 
from whence it took iinother circfular fweep to fou^t-eaft 75°, 

where 
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where we perceived high l»nd at about lo leagues ; hut could 
uot difcem whether it was conne£led, or formed a feparate iflaad ; 
and feveral iotervening mountains were in the lame ftate of un- 
certainty. -At nine ?• M, Captain Billings returned on board, 
and .we*ioimediately got under weigh. He faid, the fea broke 
fo violently on the beach, that it was with great difficulty they 
eSeded a landing ; and the OonaIa(hkan, who had accompanied 
tbemnn his fmall baidar, had had it dafhed to pieces. Obferving 
a; foot-path on the fpit of land which was only ao yards wide, 
he.viralked along it, in hope of meeting with fome of the natives 
at habitations which appeared at no very confiderable diftancc* 
The {hore was almoft covered with the bones of fea animals* He 
pafied feveral dogs that were very tame ; and, at the diftance of 
about three miles from the landing place, he faw feveral fcaffolds 
fix feet high, evidently for the purpofe of preferving, and keep- 
ing out of the reach of dogs, S<c. fiih and fea animals ; but no 
habitations were near. The . faiiors near the boats obferved a 
very large baidar eroding the lake from the vallies on the oppo- 
fite (idc, containing, as they^uppofed, about 30 men. Upon 
feeing this boat, one of the men walked along the path which 
Captain. Billings had taken ; but, not feeing him, and the boat 
advancing very faft, he fired his mufket, as a fignal for the Cap- 
tain ; upon which the boat immediately flood back with all pof- 
fible fpeed. In confequence, they had no intercourfe with the 
natives* 

Thurfday the 2 2d, by five A.M. having fkercd fouth foutli- 
caft, caft,, and eaft by north, we made 23 miles fouth-eaft 79% 
when we rofe more land a-head, and were fully convinced that 
all the mountains between which there fcemed to be ftraits, were 
joined by low land. The appearance, however, greatly juftifies 
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Lieutenant Synd in placing fo many iflands in thefe parts. Our 
glafles difcovered all the vallies occupied by the buildings of the 
natives, and fcafFolds for preparing or drying fifh and the flcfh of . 
fea animals. Numbers of large boats alfo were hauled on the 
fliores ; fo that this ifland muft be very populous. By noon we 
were off the fouth-eaft' extremity of the ifland, at the diftance of 
one mile and a half; our obferved latitude 62^ §s\ having failed 
from our place of anchorage 43 miles eaft fouth-eaft. We now 
doubled this cape, off which are two fmall iflands, the largeft 
about one mile in length, narrow, and replete with huts and fcaf- 
folds ; behind which we thought there was every appearance of 
good anchorage. The foundings were very uniform, according 
to our diftance from fliore; 12 fathom at the greater diftance^ 
gradually decreafmg, as we approached the land^ to five and four 
fathoms at one mile and a half. 

Having cleared this ifland, we ftood north and north-eaft about 
io miles, when the north-eaft extremity of the land bore weft, 
iiaving a mountainous appearance^ and terminating in a blu& 
headed cape. [We did not fee Anderfon's Ifland.] 

The wind fliifted to weft fouth-weft, and we" (haped our courfe 
north-weft by weft, with foggy weather. At noon our latitude, 
by account, was 6^"" 43't longitude 1920 7'. The afternoon 
was hazy, with rain, and a gentle foutherly breeze. At eight 
P. M. the wind veered to north-eaft, and foon blew hard. 

The 24th we had a brift: gale from north north-weft, on ac- 
count of which we laid-to under main and mizen about three 
hours, when we ftood away eaft north-eaft to get well clear of 
the -eaft of Gierke's Ifland, which would otherwile prove a leo- 

I i fliore. 
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fhore, if the gal^ fhould Continue ; and the Tdry narrow efcape 
that we had already expetlenced made us rather fearful of ufing 
too much freedom with this ifland. At noon we got the fun's 
altitude in the haze, latitude 64? 4! 26". Afternoon cloudy : 
kept our courfe till midnight^ with foundings at 19^ 18, and 17 
fathoms. 

The 25th we had a hard gale north north- weft with a rOugh 
ihort fea, and laid-to under main and n^izen till noon, when we 
got the fun*s altitude ; latitude 63^ 2& 23", longitude, by account, 
193** 2o^ We now fteered north nartb*eaft under clofe-reefed 
top-fails, the wind north- weft, making two points and a half lee- 
way, with 17 fathoms f^idy bottom. At 3^ 47' 2^5'', apparent 
time, the fun and moon's diftancc made our longitude iga"" 24/ 
45", latitude 63^ 28' 30.'' At eight P. M. we wore Ihip, ftccr- 
ing weft by fouth till the 26th, at feven A. M when we faw 
Clcrke^s Iffind right a-head. The wind blowing from the weft 
a gentle breeze, we let out all reefs, and fet top-gallant fails. At 
floon, our latitude, by account, was 63^ 10' 41", hazy. In the 
afternoon, with light airs, we kept a northern courfe. On Sun- 
day the 27th, in the morning, we had foggy weather, with little 
wind from the north-weft. At eight A. M. it cleared up a little,, 
and at noon we obferved the latitude 63^ 31' 8", longitude 192® 
55'. The afternoon being clear, with little wind, we kept a courfe 
north-eaft by eaft all day* The 28th, a gentle breeze weft by 
north, ftecring north by weft. At ten A. M. we faw high land 
north-eaft 7^, and low land north- weft lo*^,. At noon the liati- 
tudeobferred was 64^ 12' 19", Skdge Ifland bearing north-weft 
*6% diftanc 12 miles* At one P.M. the continent of America 
bore from north- weft 55^ to north-eaft ^s'. ^^ ^^^^ P- M* being 
Vodut eight miles fouth of the neareft land, we caft anchor in 12 
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fiitbom^; our latitude being 64° 20', longitude, correaed from 
our laft lunar obfervation, 164^ eaft, Sledge Ifland fouth 78° weft^ 
diftant nine miles, Cape Rodney north-weft 75°, alfo nine miles. 

Captain Billings ordered the boats out, and went on fhore with 
the naturalift, draftfman, Mn Bakoff, and Enfign Bakulin, with a 
few foldiers armed, befides failors in the long-boat and ikiff, 
Weobferved a current fetting to the eaft, at half a knot. 

In the morning of the 29th we had very light airs from the 
weft, with cloudy weathen At fix A. M. a baidar containing 
nine of the natives rowed alongdde, and came on board upon the 
firft invitation, leaving their arms in the boat, confifting of bows, 
and arrows pointed with green jade, calcedoni, and ivory ; the 
bow ftrengthened, and rendered more elaftic, by the fmews qf the 
rein-deer, which were artfully bound round it. They had alfo 
lances about feven or eight feet long, fome pointed with iron, but 
very few ; the generality being pointed with the tufk^ of the 
fnorzih or wahro^i very neatly cut. Upon one of them they 
hoifted a bladder, which fignal we anfwered with a flag, and 
they immediately came on board. They were well limbed, ra- 
ther tall, had fine open and agreeable countenances, and were 
handfome and healthy. Their drcfs was very neat and clean ; 
being :half-boots, neatly embroidered about the inftep with dif- 
ferent coloured hair and (inewe, made of beautiful white leather, 
and tied round above the ancle with narrow flips of red leather, 
the foles made of bears* hide fmoked j tight, well made panta- 
loons, alfo of leather dyed yellow or red; a very neat park, re- 
fembling a carter's frock, reaching down to the knees, round- 
ed before and behind, fo as to form two flaps, and open at 
the fides up to the hips. They wore no covering on the head ; 
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and the hair was cut almoft as fliort as if fliaven. They regar Jed 
every thing on board with admiration, but did not appear to be 
of a pilfering difpofition. I gave each of them a glafs bead, and 
they immediately exprefled great anxiety to obtain more, but had 
no articles of barter with them. They exchanged a few very 
neatly-made adzes of green jafper, or jade, extremely fharp ; nor 
did they fcruple to part with iheir arms, and even ftripped them- 
felves, giving their clothes for beads, knives, &c. One of them 
by accident broke a fmall pane of glafs, which threw them all 
ifitoa ftate of difmay. He immediately offered his lance by way 
of indemnification ; but we made him underflaud that it was no 
k)fs, by putting in another, and laughing at his concern, which 
pleafed them all very much. They left us, making figns that 
they would foon return with fome articles of trade for beads, &c. 
and paddled away towards Cape Rodney* 

At ten P^M. the fkiff returned- with the Captain and EnfigUi 
The long-boat, with the other gentlemen, did not get on board 
till the 30th towards midnight. The following account of their 
excurfion I tranHated from the original remarks of oue of the 
gentlemen in the party. 

** We landed on a fandy beach near the dilcharge of a fmaH 
" river ; hauled both boats on fhore ; and made a fire with drifts- 
" wood, which was in great plenty. The Captain, Mr. Bako^ 
" the Dodor, and Draftfman, walked along a narraw path oa 
^ fhore, quite unarmed ; and at a fmall diflance from the boats, 
•* we faw two natives coming toward us. When advanced with- 
^ in a few fathoms, they made a fland ; upon which beads were 
** fhewn them, and a few thrown on the ground. They wer^t 
^* armed with lances, and advanced with the points toward us j 
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** but upon feeing the beads, and obferving.our figns of friend- 
*^ (hip, they turned the points of their lances behind them, and 
" approached without hefitation. Upon the firft fight of the 
** natives, our interpreters were fent for, viz. the Oonalaflikan, 
^ the American taken from Kadiak, and an Anadyrfky Coflac, 
** whofe mother was a Tlhutfki woman. This latter they ua- 
" derftood perfectly well, and, embracing him upon his fpeaking 
" the language of the Tlhutfki, we concluded that they were of 
** that nation^ and not Americans. We returned all together to 
" the boats, and Captain Billings g^ve each of them a copper me- 
" dal and a few beads. Shortly after we were joined by two other 
^* Americans, and obtained of them^ for beads and a few uniform 
" buttons, their bows, arrows, and lances. Upon their invita- 
" tion we accompanied them to their dwelling, leaving only four 
*^ men armed to guard the boats. The habitation was fituated 
" four verfts from our landing-place ; and upon our arrival fkins 
" of rein-deer and other animals were fpread for our feats before 
" the fire. When we were placed, the hoftefs prefented each 
'^ with a thin flip of the fkin of a marten, and immediately after 
** with fifli, and the meat of the deer boiled ; but the intolerable 
" ftench of the hut took away all appetite on our part. It was 
" dark when we arrived at the habitation ; fo that we knew noL 
** its extent, nor the number of its inhabitants ; notwithftanding 
" the friendly behaviour of the natives, therefore, and though we 
." were well guarded by our fpldiers and failors, armed, and keep* 
** ing a regular watch, we pafled a fleeplefs night. 

** In the morning of the 29th we difcovered that we were nor 
" in a village, but in the temporary tent of a fingle family, pitch- 
^'_ ed for the fake of fifliing, and hunting wild- deer. The tent 
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^ was covCTed with leather, except on one fide, which confided 
*• of the inteltines of fea animals for the admiifion of light. 

** At noon we returned to our boats, where, we were inform- 
** ed, feveral natives had been, and traded with the men, giving 
•* them martens* fkins, the river-otter, and foxes, for beads ; and 
" that they invited them to their habitation, pointing out the di- 
** redion, which we followed, along a fmall path of about five 
** verfts. When we arrived there, we were alfo treated with the 
** greateft friendfhip, and received in return for our prefents, the 
** (kins of martens, foxes black and red, lynxes, and gluttons. 
** Blue glafs beads, iron, and metal-buttons, were their favourite 
•* articles of barter. 

•* The Captain returned to the boats at feven P. M. where he 
*• found the Enfign ; and, immediately embarking in his Ikiff, 
** with him and four failors, rowed on board. Dr. Merck was 
" colleding plants and other natural curiofities; and the different 
** hands were fcattered, fome trading with the natives j fo that 
«* it was near dark before we were all coUeded. 

•* Mr. BakofF bought a baidar of the natives, in which he 
** placed four failors ; and, after taking fome refrefhment, we 
" put off together. There was but little wind, and that was right 
" in our teeth. The fea was rough, and the current againft us. 
«* We rowed about two hours, when the wind frefliened, and it 
" rained hard. Having a fmall kedge on board, we brought up 
" to wait day-light, very wet and much fatigued, and had loft 
«« fight of the baidar. 
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*^ At day-break it cleared up a little, and we faw the &ip ; 

upon which we weighed, and took to the oars ; but, the wind 
" frefliening with a head fea, we niade but little way ; and after 
" fix hours labour, the fea breaking into the boat frequently, 
^ which kept fome hands conftantly bailing out the water, al! 
" wet and exhaufted, we hoifted a fail, and ftood back for fhore* 
** We ran on the fandy-beach near our former knding-plaee, 
^' cold, and almoft helplefs, with no means of making a fire ; 
" bur, to our inexpreffible joy^.^ foroe embers of the large fire 
" which we had made of the drift-wood were ftill burning, and 
** thefe enabled us to dry ourfelves* At four P. M., both wind 
** and fea being much abated, and pretty clear, we again pufhed 
" off, and reached the ihip by midnight, but heard nothing of 
** the baidar, for the fafety of which we were under great appre- 
" henfions V 

From our fears, however, we were relieved at four A. M. of 
the 31ft, by her fafe arrival on board. The failors faid, that 
rowing about in the dark and rain, without knowing where, they 
were call on Ihore about 10 verfts to the weft of our landing- 
place J and that, notwithftanding the violence of the furf, and 
the hollow waves, the baidar did not fliip a fingle fea. They 
laid, that jhey were furrounded by the natives at day-light, and 
traded with them ; but gave them a very bad charader. I can- 
not guefs what articles of trade they had ; but they obtained fe- 
veral Ikins of black and red foxes, martens, Sec I hope that the 
natives had not the greater reafon to complain,. 

* Captain Billings told me, that he faw very neat earthen pots, in which the natfves 
dreffed their food, and that they had bowls and buckets of wood, with wooden fpouns ; that 
he faw their armour, fome m||^e of wood, and fomc of bones, rcfcmbling thofe at Prince 
Willlam^s Sound. 

At 
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At eight A.M. we weighed anchor with a gentle breeze from 
the fouth, fhaping our courfe weft and weft north-weft; but, 
falling calm at two P. M., and getting into a current of one mile 
and a half weft, we brought up between Sledge ifland and the 
main. A large baidar full of natives, and two fmall ones, rowed 
alongfide ; but before they came clofe they fang a fong, and made 
feveral antic motions. In token of friendftiip, they had a bladder 
hoifted on a pole ; however, they would not be perfuaded to 
come on board, but exchanged feveral articles of curiofity for 
beads, &e. At eight P. M. we again got under weigh, with a 
gentle north-weft breeze, which foon fliifted to the weft and 
weft fouth-weft, with cloudy and hazy weather. At noon of 
the I ft of Auguft, our latitude, by fhip's reckoning, was 64* 40' ; 
longitude, correfted from our obfcrvation of the 25th July, 192* 
27'. At four P. M. we faw King's Ifland, which is very lofty; 
the fummit broken and irregular ; replete with pinnacle rocks j 
round in its appearance, and about five miles in circumference* 
We had a moderate fouth fouth-weft breeze, and our courfe was 
weftward. 

On the 2d Auguft we ftood for the bay of St. Laurence, At 
nine A. M. faw the three iflands in the mid-channel of Bering's 
Straits. Our latitude at noon was, by obfervation, 6^^ 23' 50", 
correded longitude 190^ 37', when we faw the promontories on 
both contijients, and the interjacent iflands. At eight P. M. we. 
tAok the following bearings : a promontory on the continent of 
America, north-eaft 49^^. Fir ft ifland, north-eaft ^^"^ ; fccond^ 
»orth-eaft 18^; third, north-eaft 9^ The eaftern Afiatic pro- 
montory north-weft 29^. 
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We had variable light airs, and calms, with hazy weather, till 
Sunday the 3d, at fix A. M. when a gentle breeze fprai^ up from- 
the fouth fouth-eaft, which made us ply to windward, making 
ihort boards for the bay of St. Laurence ^ till the 4th, at noon^ 
when our latitude was 65^ 37', longitude 189^ i8'* The wind 
fliifting northerly, we flood into the bay, and at four P. M. came, 
to anchor. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Reception by the Natives. — Jn Adventure of the Author. — Singular 
kind of Encampment. — Barter with the Male^ and liberal accom^ 
modation with the Female Inhabitants. — Divifion of the Tjbut/ki 
Nation into two Tribes ; which are feparately defcribed. — Captain 
Billings^ with a Party ^ leaves the Ship for the purpofe of a Land 
Excurfion acrofs the Country to the Kovima. — Tjbut/ki Pqftimes^ 
t^c. — Captain Saretjbeff^ purfuant to order y fails for Oonalajbia^ 
^nd anchors in the Harbour of Illuluk. — Captain Hcdl arrives. — 
Preparations made for a Winters Rejidence. — Tribute colleSted. — 
Mijftonfrom Shelikofs EJiabliJhment at Kadiak.— Sketch of the 
Natural Hiftory of the I/land of Oonalq/bka. — A Hurricane. 

VV E had no fooner dropped our anchor than a bwlar full of 
Tfhutfki came along-fide, and fhewed us a paper from Kobelefl^ 
who (they ^d) was now at the eaftem promontory ; and Dauer- 
kin was with his relations toward Anadyrfk ; but they added^ 
that we mud come on fhore and give them fome tobacco before 
they would let us have the paper. Obtain Billings went on ihore 
in his full uniform, and was received with every token of friendi- 
fhip and refpedL Dauerkin was immediately fent for, and our 
intercourfe with the natives was perfcdly free and unguarded 
On the 6thy at noon, Dauerkin arrived, with 12 large ^dars full 
of Tftiutlki, whofe numbers increafed hourly. They had plenty of 
£kins of foxes, martins, hares, and the mufk-rat of America, 
whenae, indeed, they obtain thQ greated number of their furs^ 
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boats, and arms, in exchange for fuch articles as they get from 
Iz(higinfk, and from the wandering peddling traders about the 
eftuary of the Kovima, &c. 

On the 7th, I went on ihore in uniform, but was not very well 
pleafed with the reception that I met with. I had ftrolled among 
the Tfliutlki to fome diftance from our tents and people, where one 
of the natives began to cut the buttons off my coat« I ftruck him 
on the ftomach with my fift, and he fell over fome loofe flones 
behind him. One of our men (Vaffiley Tolftichen, a native of 
Anadyrfk), obferving the tranfadion, ran towards me ; the man 
got up and laughed, not feeming to be the leaft offended at the 
blow. Tolftichen told me, that they always infulted little men, 
and fuch as were lefs adive than they. Upon hearing this, I 
challenged any one of them to run or leap. One of them offered 
to run with me to a point of land at leaft a mile diftant, and back 
agsun ; this, however, I rejed):ed, and propofed running toward 
the boats, a little more than 200 yards. Arriving firft at the 
goal, I received the pleafmg compliment of their acknowledging 
that I was, indeed, a man, though but a very little one. Not being 
inclined, however, to perform for their entertainment, I returned 
on board, fully refolved not to tjuit the fhip again fo long as (he 
remained here« 

The beach was now covered with the baidars of the natives, 
hauled on fhore and turned keel upwards, one gunnel refting on 
the ground, the other fupported on their paddles:. thus they 
ferved the purpofe of tents ; and old dreffed deer-lkins fewed to- 
gether were ufed inftead of curtains for the open fide. Here the 
natives, men and women, flept indifcriminately. The former 
traded with their dreftes, furs, tu(ks of the walrofs, whales' fins, 
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and pieces of the gut of rein-deer fluffed with chopped mejit, 
marrow/ and fat. The latter were extremely happy to grant any 
favours for beads, buttons, tobacco, &c. and that even in the pre- 
fence of the men, who a£lually introduced our people to the 
women when they had no other articles of trade. Thefe, how- 
ever, were not their wives, but prifoners taken from their Ameri- 
can neighbours, with whom they are frequently at war. The 
caufe of the laft affair between them was this : both parties meet- 
ing, on the chace of fea animals, quarrelled ; an engagement com- 
menced, in which the Americans took one baidar and made the 
crew prifoners ; the other^ returning, procured a reinforcement^ 
made a defcent on the American coaft, carried off a few women, 
and then peace was reftored. 

The Tfhutflci nation is divided into two very diftind tribes : 
the one is called Stationary, or fixed inhabitants of the coaft j the 
other, Reindeer, or wanderers. 

The former occupy fuch places as are convenient for filhing 
and the chacc of fea animals, from the river Anadyr to a fmall 
diftance north of the eaftern promontory. The extent of their 
population, according to the beft intelligence that I could obtaia, 
amounts to about 3000 males. Their chief habitations are about 
the bay of Anadirlk, particularly in the vicinity of Serdfi Ka- 
mgn*, and in th« gulphof JMetchickma, which is betweea the 

♦ Serdfi Kiitnen w a very remarjcal^e mountain* fitnated in the north-eaft part of .the 
•bay of Anadirlk, and projcAing into it. The back or inland part is replete with cavities, 
whither the Tfhutiki fled when attacked by Pavlutfld. Here, fecretinjr themfclvcs in the 
cavities of the rock, they, (hot great numbers of the Ruflians on their paifing by. Pavlutfki 
had at this time but a few of his followers with him, and returned to Anadirflc for a. rein- 
forcement ; where he related, that the Tfhutfki (hot his people from the heart of the .rock ; 
.whence it acquii:ed the name of Serdfi Kanicn, or the hcart-ftonc. 
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tays of Anadirfk and St. Laurence. North of the caftern pro- 
montory the dwellings are but few, becaufe the fea is not fo pro- 
Jific of fifli, nor are there any forefts; but the marine animak 
are more numerous, which is the caufe of its being frequented on 
the chace ; which fometimes induces them to pafs the Shalatfkoi 
promontory into the Tlhaoon bay ; which, they fay, is about 15 
days* journey from the eaftern cape, fleeping on (hore every night. 
They were in this bay two feafons waiting for our expedition 
from the river. Kovima, — I fuppoie in 1787 and 1788. 

They appear very induftrious, and are neat workmen, which 
is evinced by their baidars, lances, arrows, bows, apparel, utenfils, 
&c. with which they fuppiy the wanderers. They alfo trade 
with their female prifoners, receiving in return rein-deer, copper 
and iron kettles, knives, beads, and fuch articles as the rovers joW 
tain from the RuiSan traders* 

They dig cellars, in whicli they keep their fuppKes of food and 
oils. The provifion confifts of dried meat of fea animals and 
deer, roots, and berries. They regard the lips and fnout of the 
mouzfh, or walrofs, as a great delicacy when boiled almoft to a 
jelly. The oil of the fea animals they keep in fesd-fkins, and-of 
this they obtain immenfe quantities j it not only being ufed for 
food, firing, and light, but alfo conftituting a great article of com- 
merce with the wandering tribe* 

Kbbeleff and Dauerkin have publiftied very wonderful ac- 
counts of thefe people. Among other ftories, they relate, that 
^* the Tfhutfki, when aged or ill, require their friends to kill 
** them, which is immediately performed, as well with women 
-•' as men j and that a (harp knife is the only remedy for all dif- 
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«* orders." But this they pofitively denied. I difcovered by 
means of Tolftichen, that the aged were fubjed to rheumatic 
complaints, which they cured by lighting the dried leaves of 
worm-wood, fo prepared as to burn like tinder, and letting it re- 
main till burnt out on the affedted parts : a cuftom alfo obferved 
ty the Yukagers, Tungoofc, and Yakuti* That if they had any 
fwellings from wounds, fplinters, or any other caufe, they applied 
a poultice, compofed of chewn edible roots, moiftened with frefh 
oil ; and in cafes of fevere illnefs, oScTcd facrifices of deer to the 
fpirits of torture ; and fometimes a dog was killed, the fick led 
round it, and anointed with its blood and fat In cafe of death,' 
the body is burnt to afhes ; flones are laid on the ipot, to refemble 
in«ibme degree the body of the man ; a large flone at the head^ 
anointed with marrow and fat ; and the horns of deer form a 
pile or heap at a fmali diftance. This place is vifited once a^year 
by the relatives, who recapitulate the feats and anions of the 
deceafed, by way of remembrance, when each of them adds a 
horn to the heap, and anoints the head (lone. 

I was not able to learn any particulars of their religious rites 
and ceremonies, nor any remarkable cuftoms. They reckon only 
two feafons in the year, fummer and winter; at the commencement 
of each of which they make facrifices and merriments, in grati* 
tude for what is paflt, and as an invocation for future fuccefs. 

Kobeleff afTerts, ** that the wandering Tfhutfki make a praftice 
^* of lending their wives to flrangcrs, as a mark of friendfhip j 
^* and that they frequently exchange them amongft one another 
" for a fhort time." This, however, is not the cafe ; for thefe 
people are extremely attached to their wives and progeny; and 
if one of them were inconftant to her hulband, fhe would be 
8 abandoned 
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abandoned by all : nor can a greater odium be thrown on a 
Tihutfki woman, than to fufped her guilty of favouring a 
ftrangen 

Th€ wandering tribe confider themfelves as a fuperior race of 
beings, and the moft independent of men. They call all the na» 
tionjs that furround them old women, only fit to guard their 
flocks, and be their attendants ; particularly the Koriaki. Rein- 
deer are their only riches : tbefe, and the fkins of fuch animals 
as they kill in their wanderings, they exchange with the Ruilians,, 
&c. for kettles, knives, and trinkets, which articles procure them 
arms, drefles,^ flaves, &c. from the ftationary tribe. Their cuf- 
toms are alike, as is alfo their language*— -This is all the intelli- 
gence that I could obtain of thefc people during my fhort ftay.. 

On the 1 2th Augtift,. Captain Billings, being completely ready 
to leave the ihip, ieleded for his companions acrofs the country 
to the Kovima the following gentlemen :: 

Our naturalift, - Dr. Merck j 

His aflillant, - ^ Mn Main ; 

Mafter, or Sturman, • Mr. Batakoff ;. 

His mate, • - Mn GileefFj 

Draftfman, - - Mr. Varonin ; 

Surgeon's mate,. - Mn Leman ;* 

Tranflators, - - JDauerkin and 

iKobeleff;, 
Attendants, two foldiers, and the Captain's cabiaboy :. 
in all twelve. (Kobeleflf, not arriving here in time. Was to join: 
the company at an appointed place on. the road, at no great dif- 
tance.} 
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Digitized by 



Google 



C155 ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION 

Captain Saretfheflf received diredions to fall to Oonalaflika, ta 
coUedt tribute irom the natives of all the neighbouring iflands 
during the vrinter ; and eariy in the fpring to proceed to Ramt-^ 
fhatka, where Captain Billings faid he would join us. Similar 
Qrders were to be left with the inhabitants of the bay for Captain 
Hall, to be given him upon his arrival. 

In the evening the whole party took leave of the fhip*s com*- 
pany and went on fhore^ intending to fet out on their journey- 
early the next rooming. The immenfe quantity of articles that 
Captain Billings took with him for prefents, to fecure the friend- 
{hip of the Tfliutlki, sMid eofure hia.own fafety, appeared to me: 
morie likely to hav^ a contrary effe^. However,, he feemed con* 
vinced that there was no danger to be feared from the natives^. 

On Wednefday the L3th,Auguft, early in the morning, we.faw 
the baidars of the Tihutfki launched, and loading with the hag^ 
gage of our friends ; and at nine o xlock. they depaned in fifteen) 
baidars, taking with them our mod fincere wifhes for their prof* 
perity and fuQcefs.^ The profped,, indeed, was hut 21 meUocholy 
one* 

There were now only two families of the Tfhutfki left in their 
tent, and Captain SaretfhefF and I went on fhore. We faw fe- 
veral boya, fkipping with a rope, and learnt that, this was afar 
vourite e^ercife,, and very cuftomary among the young women,; 
of whom two held a rope, one at each end, and while they fwung 
it round, a third flood in the middle ta leap over it. We alfo, 
obferved boys and girls jumping, on a fkia in the fame manner as. 
we had feen them on the ifland ofTanaga ; but the fkiniathis in-%. 
ftance wa« that of a walrofs, with proper handles made of thongs 
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for fix or eight people to hold, which enabled them the better to 
catch and throw up the leaper. They alfo had a game of exer- 
cife refembling prifoners-bars, and threw ftones from a fling with 
great exadnefs. 

I faw a woman drefling a deer (kin with the hair on : it was, 
however, the latter part of the procefs ; for it had been cleared of 
the flefh and. filaments th^t adhere when taken off the animal, 
and had been covered with a coat of wet whitifli clay ; which^ 
being dry, (he was fcraping off with a ftone fi^^ed in a piece of 
flick about two feet long^ each end ferving for a handle: the 
flone had a rough but not very fharp edge, and the fkin was 
faflened to a board. The whole procefs is exadly the fame as. 
is pradifed by all the Afiatic Tartars. For hither particulars 
concerning thefe people, I muft beg leave to refer my readers to 
fome remarks taken from the memoranda of Captain Billings's 
companions in his land excurfion through their country, and 
which will be found in a future chapter. 

The Tfhutfki call Gierke's ifland E-oo-vogen ^ and fay, that it 
is the fame diftance from the north eaflem cape of the bay of 
Anadirfk, or Tfhukotfkoi Nofs ; as is Rygmil (Cape Prince of 
Wales) from the eaftern promontory ; that they pafs over in a 
day, and the ifland is extremely populous. 

We made the diflance between the two continents 48 miles, 
the eaftern promontory bearing north-wefl 42^ from cape Prince 
of Wales, and the bay of St. Laurence from the fame point wefl 
by north 62 miles, by true compafs. The three interjacent 
iflands are called, the firil Inalin, from the eaftern promontory 
24 miles, bearing fouth-eafl 26*". Six miles farther, in a diredion 
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caft by north, id the fecond and largcft, Imaglin. Okivaki is the 
third and fmallcft, lo miles diftant, fouth by eaft. 

King's ifland they call Okiben, and Sledge ifland Ayak. The 
bay formed by the two capes, Prince of Wales and Rodney, is 
naitaed Imagru, the deepeft part of which is the dlfcharge of a 
confiderable river called Ka^ooveren j near the fource of which, 
the natives fay, the country is well wooded. Kobeleffi fpeaking 
of a river In the vicinity of this place, relates, that on its border 
is a fmall town containing ^ church and oftrog, built and inha>- 
bited by Ruffians* He fuppofes them to be the remains of the 
fhipwrecked companions of DelbneflT, a Ruffian adventui^r who 
left the river Lena with feven veffels in 1648, and, having (ailed 
round the land of the Tihutfki, arrived at Anadirik alone, the 
other fix veflHs being never afterwarda heard of *• Nocwitb- 
ftanding all my endeavours, I could not find any body that knew 
aught of this matter, or had ever heard of any fuch place ex<> 
ifling. 

At noon we returned on board, and immediately got nnder 
weigh. The Tfliutlki had promifed to give CapCaia Sareciheff 
fome frefh meat in the bay of Metfhikma ; but he oblerved^ aa 
we paflfed this bay in the afternoon, that he could not weather 
the fouthern cape, if he entered with the preient wind from the 
eaft of the north ; he, therefore, thought it more prudent to pur- 
fue his voyage^ than riik the encountering any difficulties for the 
fake of a fmall quantity of rein-deer meat. He confidered the 
time alfo of too much confequence to be trifled with, the more 
efpecially as we had but a very bad fupply of fire«wood on board, 

^ For a particular account of this adveaturci taken £rom ortginal papers^ (ce Coxe's 
«« RulBan DifcOTcricf.** 
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and were deftined to pafs the A^inter at OooalaChka, which place 
produces none, except the ground willow^ not exceeding the 
thicknefs of a walking (lick, and that only in a very few detached . 
places between the mountains, difficult of accefs : a circuraftance 
which made it abfolutely neceffary for us to endeavour to procure 
fome on our paflage, if poffible. We had feen a confiderable 
quantity drifted on the beach of Gore^s Iflanda, and this appeared 
the moft eligible place at which to procure it. The refolution, 
therefore, was taken, to direft our cpurfe for this place. The 
weather was very foggy; fo that we pafled the weft fide of 
Gierke's ifland, and to the eaft of the promontories that form the 
capes to the bay of Anadirlk, without feeing land. The wind 
continued fix>m the north-eaft^ and the weather remained wet 
and foggy; fo that we pafled Gore's Iflands without getting a 
fight of them. Nor did we dare venture an attempt to approach 
too nean Ck>nfidering our prefent fituation, nothing bat Captain 
Saretfheflf's anxiety about Captain Hall and the gentlemen left at 
Oonalaihka, prevented his fleering direA for the harbour of St, 
Peter and St. Paul in Kamtfhatka. This alone induced him to 
take the refolution of fteering direct for the ifland of Oonalaffaka, 
which was the fir ft land that we made, and this we reached on 
the 29th Auguft, when we anchored in our old place in the har- 
bour of-Ululuk. 

We were now informed, that Captain Hall arrived here a few 
tiays after our departure, and, having taken on board the gentle- 
men, ftores, &c. left for him, had followed us to the bay of 
St. Laurence. We wer«, therefore, in hourly expedation of his 
return ; and on the 31ft he appeared in the offings, and the next 
day (the ift of September) came to anchor along-fide. We had 
hauled our (hip into a little cove behind a fmall rocky iilamL It 
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had the appearance of a pond 25 fathom wide, and 150 fathom in 
length ; the north-eaft bounds were low land, but in every other 
dirci^ion lofty mountains. Four anchors were carried afliore, 
two on the (larboard, and two on the larboard fide, from the head 
and ftern ; and two cables were belayed to each anchor. The 
fmall veflel, which Captain Hall had named the Black Eagle, was 
moored along-fide, at the diftance of 20 feet. Thefe precautions 
were taken in confequence of the natives teHing us, that the 
fqualls in winter were very vi6lent, particularly in this part of 
the ifland. Here we laid up our veflTels for the winter, and built 
a fhed on fhore, of yards, top-mafts, &c. covered with fails, in 
which we kept the articles and provifions that were landed. We 
alfo ereded a working fhed of fods, thatched with rufh grafs, for 
the fail*maker, carpenter, block-maker, &c. The roof was form- 
ed of fpare yard^ fpars, and oars ; and the window-frames were 
conftruded of old cafk-flaves. This building alfo contained two 
ovens for baking bread, &c. The cbmmiflary, or rather purfer, 
Mr. Erling, a Ruflian, and I, built a fmall hut nearly in the fame 
manner ; the infide of which we lined with whales' fins. The 
captains of both veffels, and other officers, retained their births 
on board ; as did alfo the greater part of the crew ; for the habi- 
tations of the natives were fo fmall, and formed fo entirely with- 
out conveniencies, that none of our failors or petty officers chofe 
to take 1 birth among them. Their neareft village was that of 
llluluk, about a mile from the veffi^ls ; and that confided of four 
or five huts, pretty deep under ground j the tops of which were 
overgrown with grafs and weeds,, and prefented an appearance 
refembling heaps of earth : the entrance was at the top, through 
a fmall fquare hole, which alfo ferved for the admiffion of light, 
and the difcharge of fmoke. The want of fire- wood and other tim- 
ber precluded the poffibility of creding barracks ; and the account 
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^hich the- natives gave of the mildnefs of the climate juftified the 
choice of the veflels, which were the more convenient habitat 
tions. Beiides, it fecured to all hands the rations of provifion 
and brandy, which are allowed only at fea or in a foreign port. 

We had conftantly fome party or parties out in our boats, col- 
lecting the drift-wood on the beach, which, however, was in ge- 
neral fo fodden with fea water, that it would not burn ; and they 
were fortunate if during the day they coUefted a day's fupply; 
Thefe parties were furnifhed with mufkets and ammunition for 
(hooting wild fowl, which were alfo fcarce and (hy. Numbers 
of hands were alfo fent inland to cut the ground- willows. 

The natives having been informed, before we departed for the 
land of the Tlhutlki, that we (hould return to pafs the winter on 
this ifland, had caught and dried a quantity of halibut, cod-fi(h, 
and falmon. , They had alfo colleded a confiderable quantity of 
berries in cafks which were left with them for that purpofe ; arid 
every poflible precaution had been taken to fecure frefh provifion 
for the winter ; for our falted beef no longer poffefled its nutri- 
tive juices, and our dried bread was almoft exhaufted : but we 
had with us a confiderable fupply of flour ; fo that wc only want- 
ed fire-wood to bake it. • 

We now formed among ourfelves a little republic, in perfed 
congeniality of fentiment, complete friendfhip and harmony ; 
equal in our manners and way of living ; uncontrolled by feve- 
rity, yet obferving ftrifl: order and fubordination. I may fay, 
that the polTeffions, even the purfes, of each were fubfervient to 
the wants of the other. Our fociety confided of, Captains Robert 
Hall^ Gabriel SaretfhefF, and ChriAian Bering; our furgeon- 
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major Robcck j furgcon AUcgretti ; Meflrs* Bakoff, Bakulio, Er-» 
ling, Piibuiloflr, and n^yfelf. 

Having thus defcribed our fituation and arrangements, I (hall 
proceed to our occupations. The natives were informed, that 
our orders were, to colleS tribute, and to receive fuch as they 
voluntarily chofe to give as an acknowledgment of their fubjec- 
tion to the Court of Ruffia ; but that we were not authorifed to 
exad any thing beyond what they could conveniently fpare ; at 
the fame time they were defired to bring the receipts for the tri- 
bute which they had given to the hunters^ or Ruffian Promyih- 
lenicks. Several of the inhabitants immediately brought black 
and red fox-fkins, and received prefents for the fame, more in 
their eitimatioa than equal to the value. In their h(hing parties 
they fell ia with the natives of other illands, and communicated 
the intelligence ; fo that this part of our bufinefs was known to 
all the natives of the weftem iflands, and to thoTe eaftward as far 
as to Kadiak, fiom which iflaud ShelikoflTs eftablifhment dis- 
patched to us two of their companions, who were efcorted by 
numbers. of the natives of the different Aleutan iflands and of 
Kadiak *• The objed of their miffion was, to requeft a fupply of 
medicines (with diredtionshow to ufe them) for the venereal dif- 
eafe, which had arrived in their difie^ent fetdements at an alarming 
height. They alfo were in want of many common neceflaries, as 
tobacco, brandy, &c. ; of the latter articles we could not fend 
theiA any. Captain Billings having left us but a very fcanty ftock ; 
but of medicines our furgeon«major fent as much as he could 

• I took thi$ opportunity to prove the corrcdnefs of my Vocabulary* and to make par- 
ticular inquints about Alakia ; which they afiured me was not an idandi and that I mull 
haTc boQD miftakco ip fupfoiing they called it a Kichuck ; that no ftraits exiftcd } but 
that they frequently carried their boats acrofs a narrow neck of land, and went down a 
rWer td the nortl^ fide Qflkh point of land. 
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poffibly fparc, with proper dircftions for ufing them. Numbers 
of the native^ of the Aleutan ^ IflandB, who accompanied the 
mifTion, complained of the treatment they met with^ and wiihed 
to return to their homes: to the heft of my recoUedion, they 
were liberated ; the hunters, however, were told, that they muft 
be anfwerable for the tribute of fuch as they kept in their em* 
ploy, as alfo for the manner in which they treated thenu 

Shortly after our arrival at this ifland, fevcral of our hands 
were afflicted with the fcurvy, Init in a flight degree ; and fuch 
as chofc to refide on Ihore were allbwcd a birth in the working- 
fhop. We had malt, hops, and a conrrderable quantity of cflence 
of fpruce J and. beer was brewed for the benefit of all hands, 
efpecially the fick. Berries were alfo adminiftered, and every 
antifcorbutic that we could procure; but we did not perceive that 
any good arofe from it. 

The fhocking accounts that we had heard of the ravages which 
the fcurvy had made among the different hunters who had paffed 
the winter on this ifland, and particularly the crew of LevafliefT's 
veflel, who commanded the fecond fliip in Captain Krenitfin^s 
expedition in the year 1768 f , made every one of us dread the 
efieds of this fatal difeafe; and, thinking the befl; way to 
guard againfl: it was, to copy the natives in their mode of 
living, I made the chief part of my diet confift of raw fifli, 
mufcles, and limpets; ufing, inftead of tea in the morning, a tea- 

* By the Aleutan Iflands» I mean the whole chain ^tn the point of Ahkfa weftwiafd 
tQ Kamtfliatka» except Berkig^ a«d Copper Illands. 

f This officer Iqft almoft di fait hands by this dreadful dUbrder ; nor could he ever have 
left the ifland without affiftance of men from Krcaitfin's veifely who had pafied the vdnter 
in the ftraits of Alakfa. 
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Digitized by 



Google 



264 ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION 

fpoonful of eiTence of fpruce in a fmall tea-kettle full of boiling 
water j and in the evening, we boiled beer with berries, fugar, 
and pepper, which, with the addition of fome corn-brandy, was 
our fubftitute for punch. 

I alfo daily colle&ed a fufficient quantity of wild creflfes tp 
afford a lallad for our mefs ; and on Sundays procured enough 
for the whole company in the cabin. Two or three times a week 
I obtained alfo frefli fifh, by frequenting the rocks at low water, 
which were overflowed at flood j and thefe I caught by the fol- 
lovfdng ftratagem : I baited a fifh-hook with a raw mufcie, and 
thruft it into the holes, or rather cavities, in the rocks : the fifli 
lurking under thefe (lones took my bait, and I by thefe means 
fometimes in the courfe of half an hour caught hsdf a dozen fl(h : 
the forts were — the vrraffe, the father laflier, a large fpecies of the 
blenny, and the turpug. [For a particular defcrjption of fome of 
thefe fifli, I refer my reader to the Appendix-] The other fifh 
are halibut, cod, two or three fpeeies of falmon, and fometimes, 
but very rarely, the tfliavitlha, a fpecies of falmon very common 
in Kamtfhatka, about Neizfhni, between four and five feet long ; 
alfo thombacks and flounders. The ihell-fifh are — different fpe- 
cies of crabs, the fmall pearl oyfter, mufcles, cockles of an im- 
menfe fize, wilkes, periwinkles, a great variety of edible limpets, 
and the cuttle fiflu 

The birds that I obferved were — two fpecies of geefe ; onfe 
termed by the Ruffian hunters laidenoi. Thefe appeared on the 
^iR, Auguft, two days after- our arrival, and wintered here. The 
head, neck, and bread, are white ; it has a large black fpot on 
the throat ; back, wings, and tail, afh colour j the extremity of 
the feathers barred with a black ftreak edged with white j bill 
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and legs yellow; claws black* They remained here until the 
1 8th April, and on the 19th the other fpecies anrived, which I 
have defcribed at Kadiak, where we obtained fome : thefe depart 
about the 30th of Auguft. Toward the latter end of September 
a few of the fnow-buntings came, but only flayed a few days. 

The faf ka, a kind of duck very freguent in Kamtfhatka, made- 
its appearance at the beginning of Oftober, and wintered. The 
1 2th November we faw the turpan of Ochotfk j but thefe flayed 
only a few days, and were in very poor condition. There is aifo a 
fpecies of bunting with a red head and breaft ; but of thefe I faw 
only two or three ; they are much fought after by the natives,. 
who ornament the ftrings to their darts and drefles with the red 
feathers : alfo a bird as fmall as a wren, which emits a delightful- 
note : thefe and the fafka, indeed, are the only melodious birds^ 
on the ifland. Here are alfo a few partridges, teals (tfhirok), 
cormorants (urili), awks (ari), fea parrots (toporki), and gulls 
(t(haiki). A very large fpecies of the gull kind was killed by a 
party collecting drift-wood in the beginning of April. They had 
retired to a cave to refrefti themfelves, when this bird, purfued 
by an eagle, took refuge among them. The wing had three 
joints, one more than I ever faw in any other bird The Ruf- 
fians call them Semi Sazflienoi (feven fathom), from the extreme 
length of their expanded wings. They are frequently feen, but * 
the natives have never found their nefts or eggs. When picked, 
it appeared very like a large turkey, and, to our depraved taftes,. 
was not inferior in quality when dreffed. Eagles are numerous, 
as are alfo the glupylh, which I take to be Pennant's foolifh 
guillemot. 
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The only animals that I faw were foxes and mice ; the latter, 
I obferved, generally chofe the fouthern fide of the mountains for 
their burrowing places, and the frefli ground thrown up by them 
were the Ijpots from which I coUeiSled the wild crciTes, 

The morning of the ift of April 1792 being clear, I roved 
about the fouth fide of the mountains to enjoy the fun, which 
we had not feen ten times fmce our arrival on this ifland. Du« 
ring my walk, I faw, at the entrance to one of the moufeholes, a 
confiderable quantity of edible roots : thefe confifted of makar- 
ihine, farana, and another root unknown to me, about the fize 
of a coffee bean (but few of them) : the quantity might be about 
ten pounds weight, thus brought into the fun to dry by the mice, 
more provident than the human part of the inhabitants of this 
ifland. I alfo noticed* for the firft time, that the fweet plant of 
Kamtfliatka, the kutagernik, or wild angelica, the broad-leafed 
ibrrel, and kiprey, were fcreaking through the earth. The other 
produdions of the iiland are, the ground willow, already de- 
fcribed (but not a fingle tree of any denomination whatever, nor 
does any of the iflands weft of Kadiak produce a tree t)f any 
kind : this I can pofitively affert) ; two berry-bearing bufhes, the 
tihemika and golubnika, about eighteen inches high, on the 
fouthern fide of the mountains, and in fuch places as are fhelter- 
ed from the north winds j the mountains alfo produce the ftiik- 
fliu, or fiecha, and wortle-berry. The vallies yield rafpberries, 
white, large, and of a watery tafte. The edible roots are, farana, 
jnakarfhina, and the root of the lupin ; this plant bears a more 
beautiful flower than in Europe: the kutagernik is fometimes 
ufed for food, mixed with fifh fpawn, I believe on account of its 
bitter flavour. Wild muftard was plenty about the pld habita- 
tions. 
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tions. The grafs is coarfe and rufhyj I am inclined, however,, 
to think Its quality fucculent ; for it appears to me of the fame 
kind as grows about the harbour of St« Peter and St. Paul in 
Kamtfliatka, of which the cattle are very fond, and it fattens them 
extremely. The foil is not deep, but black and fine, unmixed 
with clay or loam. It was with great difficulty that we procured, 
near the fource of a rivulet, a fufficient quantity of clay to ufe as 
cement to our ovens, built with the ftones coUeded on the fea- 
fhore* Here are no rivers ; but feveral rivulets, or fmall rills of 
water, run into the fea* There are two extinguifhed volcanoes on 
this ifland J and near one of thefe there was formerly a hot fpring,. 
but it is now buried under ftones fallen from the mountain, which 
produces abundance of native fulphur* Earthquakes are frequent,, 
and, by the account of the natives, fometimes very violent. 

The fea produces, befide the fifli already mentioned^ whales,^ 
grampufles (kofatki), porpoifes (fwinki), the fea lion (fivutfha), 
and the urfme feal (kotic) ; the two latter ufed to pafs this ifland in 
great herds late in the autumn j but they have not appeared the- 
two laft years, which I attribute to the havock made among them? 
by the hunters on the ifl'ands difcovered by PribuiloflT to the 
north of OonalaQika. Sea. otters are almoft forgotten here; but: 
they fometimes appear on the rocky iflands off Atcha.. 

I (hall now return ta our fociety. We had but little to do' 
during the prefent year. Our foraging parties met with very ill: 
fuccefs, although they were of material affiftance with the little^ 
fire wood that they obtained. They could riot fhoot any game,, 
which I afcribe to their being too numerous and noify : for I was 
fuccefsful when 1 went out alone, but found the wild fowl ex* 
cecdingly ihy. We experienced a conftant fucceflSon of mifts^ 
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flnd fogs ; fometimes during the night the ilars appeared ; we 
liad frequent gales of wind, and very ftrong, and encountered 
one hurricane, which, probably owing to the furrounding lofty 
tnountains, aded like a whirlwind upon our veflels, carried the 
Black Eagle on ftiore, and, catching the Slava Ruffia, all her 
cables parted .like pack-thread at one inftant ; but, notwithftand- 
ing (he was at the mercy of the gale, and in great motion in the 
eddy of the wind, its oppofitfe currents only drove her a (hort 
^liftance along the bafin, and back again« We expedled her every 
moment on the rocks ; the violence of the hurricane, however, 
iibated, and we again got her to the old moorings, without having 
received any damage. Several of our men were laid up with the 
icurvy towards the end of the year, and we buried one young 
man, whofe death was occafioned by this.diforder ; he had rc<v 
iided on fhore from the time of our arrival 
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CHAP. XIX. 

DeploralU Jiate of the Party under the EffeSis of the Scurvy. -^ 
jittention and Services of the Natives. — Sketch of the Religious 
Notions^ Government^ Arts^ Manners^ ^c. of the Natives of the 
Aleutan I/lands. — Mode in which the RuJJian Hunters carry on 
their Concerns. — ^it the I/land^ and arrive at St. Peter and St. 
Paul. — Find there the Alcyon^ Captain Barkley^ from Bengal^ 
who^ though having on hoard Articles ofthefirji NeceJJity^ which 
he offered at a very low Price^ was forced to return without hav^ 
ing difpojed of any. — RefleElions of the Author on Ventures of this 
kind. — Better Succefs of a former Adventurer^ Captain William 
Peters^ in 1786. 

JL H£ year 1792 had commenced with the mod Inaufpicious 
profpeds that the imagination can conceive : except myfelf, I 
believe, every one of our Company was aSeded more or lefs with 
die fcurvy ; fome without any other outward marks than a fallow 
complexion, accompanied with fhortnefs of breath, and an ex- 
treme latitude of the whole frame, which prevented their taking 
ordinary exercife, or even walking far; fome had fmall livid 
pimples all over the body, particularly about the legs, with fore- 
nefs and violent itching ; fome had large livid blotches on their 
legs, arms, and other parts of the body ; fome were bloated all 
over, and almoft all had their gums fwollen to fuch a degree, that 
they nearly hid their teeth. Thus fituated, it was with difficulty 
that we could muftcr able hands enough to hoift a cafk of water 
on board# 
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The natives exerted themfelves to procure fifli ; and^ when the 
weather prevented their aquatic excurfions, they coliedted bundles 
of willows for firing. The bufinefs allotted to me was, the re- 
ceiving of tribute from the Aleutans, diftributing prefents, and giv- 
ing returns for whatever they brought us. When not employed 
about this bufinefs, I was ftrolling over the mountains gathering 
creffes, or at low water along the fea-fhore, fifliing among the 
rocks, or getting limpets, mufcles, &c. . The birds were fo fliy, 
that I could but feldom fucceed in ihooting any. I was always 
alone ; for, though feveral gentlemen frequently attempted to 
walk with me, they very foon became tired, and returned, leaving 
me to purfue my folitary perambulation. 

The profjpeft before us grew more melancholy as the fcafon for 
our departure advanced. More than three-fourths of our Com- 
pany were confined to their hammocks by the fcurvy ; but our 
Surgeon, Allegretti, was among the number of thofe who, with the 
aififtance of crutches, were enabled to move from place to place ; 
and he, with Mr. Bakulin, was taken into our hut. Notwithftand- 
ing every poffible method was adopted by our furgeons to check 
this diforder, it raged with unabated violence j and, toward the 
latter end of the month of February, we fometimes buried three 
men in one day ; and the moft athletic in appearance were the 
earlieft vidims. It vras equally deftrudive to thofe vHbo dwelt 
on fhore, as to thofe whofe birth was on board fliip. At this 
time we began to doubt the poffibility of ever leaving the ifland. 
I ftill continued my walks, but found fome difficulty in rambling 
over the mountains : it certainly fatigued me more than ufuat ; 
but I did not on that account fhorten my excurfions^ 

Early 
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Early in tlje month of March, the wind, which had hitherto 
blown from the northern quarters, veered to the foijthward ; 
although rainy and mifty weather continued during the day> 
the fogs were lefs, and the nights more clear. We now obferved, to 
our inexpreflible joy, that the mortality ceafed ; that thofe who 
were violently afflided with the fcurvy did not get worfe, and 
that no more were laid up ; and, foon after, appearances indicated 
returning health. The inhabitants of the ifland, with the natives 
who brought us their tribute, alfo fupplied us with abundance of 
halibut and cod ; the wild muftard growing about the habitations 
was gathered, and diftributed to the different meffes ; and we 
again revived, in hopes of better days than this ifland could 
afford. 

During the winter, I had frequent opportunities of reading my 
vocabulary (taken in 1790 in the ifland Sithanak) to the natives, 
who underftood every word ; and, therefore, I think I may ven-F 
turc to pronounce it jwretty corred : on all the Aleutan iflands 
the th is pronounced exactly as in England. 

Of their religion I am not able to giv-e fo particular an account 
as I could wifli, owing to their extreme fuperftition ; for they 
i>elieve, that the kugahs, at demons, of the Ruffians are more 
powerful than theirs; and that, ever fmce thefe vifitors caifie 
among them, they have been fubjeded t© the greatefl: flavery and 
diftrefs ; that if they have only tncnti(M;ied their real name, it has 
been a fufflcient means to lead to theit difcovery and torment. 
^* Some of us have even adopted their method of worffiip *, in 
** hopes of foliciting the protedion of their kugahs, but without 

* I have here taken the tcij words of the Aleute interpreter Elifey, who was chriftened ; 
to which ceremony he alludei. 

** producing 
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♦• producing aiiy falutary effeds/*- iTie natives imagine, ths^ 
the curlofity which their ViftfOrs exprefled of fecfng every cere* 
mony was merely with & vieW of infuUing their kugahs^ and in-i 
ducing them to withdraw their prote<aion j by which means they 
fuppofe them to have fucceeded in compelling fubmiffion. The 
want of employment for their minds increafes their fuperftition, 
and they carefully avoid difcovcring their magicians, or explain^ 
ing any meaning in their ceremonies. They ftill obferve their 
annual dance in mafks, and with painted faces ; the mafks are 
called kugahs ; and I difcovered, that fome particular ornaments 
of their drcfs ufcd upon this occafion were regarded as charms, 
having power to prevent any fatal accidents, cither in t&c. chafe or 
in their wars ; but in the latter they now never engage, ' We 
were informed that the greater part of the inhabitants of Sitha- 
nak had been vi^ims to itlnefs fhortly after wc left iht ifland 
in 1790. 

According to the bed intelligence that I could obtain of the 
population of all the Aleutan iilands, the number of mdlda (in- 
cluding children) does not exceed eleven hundred, of which num-* 
ber about five hundred of the mod adive are employed by dif-» 
ferent parties of Ruffian promyfhleniki, or hunters. Formerly, 
one village on this ifland contained more than the above nun;- 
ben At that time they had one chief prefiding over the whole 
ifland, whom they called Kikagadogok, being chofen by the na* 
lives from among the Tokok ♦ or Dogok, chiefs of villages (for 
it is pronounced both ways at different iflands). The reft are 
vaflals, diftinguiflied by the name of Talha. They fay, that 

* I have obfcrvcd, that the chicfe of villages arc called by fome of the Ruffians Tookoo; 
by others Toyon. Whence they obtained the name of Tookoo I know not \ but Toyon^ 
•r Toigoni is the proper Yakut name for Chief. 

mankind 



Digitized by 



Google 









wim 



1^' >^//4'?7 /y f^Pj/ATYtT^fz/^r . 



^'n^t>i^t/l/ /'u ^ ^(u>t>i{Tr 



"ncu^^d u^fr^^M^^ (/(ma/cu^A^Oy/M i/i Mr/rya?tCAa, a^tM/^Uy^a/t^ u^t^ ^uM^ ^<t^yieyA^<i^i/^ 



a/n/Z'M^t/i^ jiHi/et/ o/ //ir ^i?atr//>/?^//ta/AtieA./^euftte/A.^/>u9L i 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO. THE EASTERN OCEAN, &c. ^73 

mankind were the offspring of dogs by the command o£ Aghu- 
guk ; and that all of them carae from the weft, where they fup- 
pofe there exifts an immenfe and very populous c6untry. 

Although they formerly had places wherein to depofit the pro- 
duce of the chafe, they never wefe accuftomed to lay in a ftock 
for the winter ; for they only preferred their food until it came 
/ to their turn to feaft* As, however, at that time, the iflands were 
populous, and their villages extenfive, this method was nearly 
the fame thing ; for the different villages vifited each other in re- 
gular rotation, and were gueft^ until the whole quantity that they 
had coUeded was cxhaufted, which was not till their filhing fea« 
ibn rencommenced, when their magicians and the ktkaga-dogok 
were coafulted, and commenced their incaiitatioas for new Cue- 
ceis in the cnfuing feafoo, aiTuring their kugahs that noduog had 
been watted of their former bounty. ... 

, They fifli with bone hooks. Th^ lines are either a remarkable 
fpecies of fea-weed * feventy fathom long, or the Bus of whales cut 
very thin and even f. Their darts for animals are coloured, foHie 
red and others black ; for they have difierent coloured paints, or 
earths, which they mix with oils of fUh ; as white^ blu^t red, and 
black. Thefe they obtain from a mountain near the village Ama- 
da ; but where that is fituated I know not. 

The capacity of the natives of thefe iflands infinitely furpaffes 
every idea that I had formed of the abilities of favages. The^or- 

* A fpccimcn of which is now in the pofle^oo of Do&or Rogers^ with fererd other 
Alcutan cunolitics. 

t The nati^s, when fiflting for hdibut in 70 or 80 fulhom wMr* fiteq«i$nt}y Wd Vp 
with the line beautiful white fticks and their roots. Thefe are from fix to eight feet long, 
very thin, and without bark or branch. When firft taken out of the water they are at 
daftic as whalebone ; b»t» when kept a coofidttaUe Icngtli ff timct they rdmklc vhjfie 
coral| and are brittle. 

Na dcr 
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der cftabliflicd among them, and their fubordination to fuch chieft 
M they have feleded for their rulers, certainly originate from 
principles of adoration which they poflefs for an exifting invifible 
Superiority, and govern their condud with that propriety which 
feems moft likely to attain fecurity and protedion, both in this 
world ^nd in the next j for they firmly believe in another worlds 
and imagine that fuch as live in conformity to the will of Aghu- 
guk will there obtain all neceflaries with little trouble, and not 
be under the control of the kugah. Their behaviour, therefqre, 
is not rude and barbarous, but mild, polite, and hofpitable. At 
the fame time, the beauty, proportion, and art with which they 
make their boats, inftruments, and apparel, evince that they by no 
means defcrve to be termed ftupid j an epithet fo liberally be^ 
flowed upon thofe whom Europeans call favages. It is much to 
be lamented, that they arc under the fway of the roving hunt-^ 
ers, who are infinitely more faVage than any tribes that I have 
hitherto met with j nor do I fee any means of checking^ their 
outrages ; for the authority of government can never reach thef^ 
diftant regions : the only profpeft of relief appears to me to con- 
fift in the total extirpation of the animals of the chafe; and I 
think I may venture to fay, from the daily havock made among 
them, that a very few years will ferve to complete this bufinefs^ 

As I have fo frequently mentioned the hunters, a fuccind ac- 
count of their proceedings may perhaps not prove iminterefting 
to my readers. 

Their galliots are conftruded at Ochotlk, or at Neizflim Kamt- 
ihatka; and government, with a view of encouraging trade, have 
ordered the commandants of thole places to afibrd as much afiift- 
aMC as they can to Che adventurers ; befide which, the materiab 
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of the very frequently wrecked tranfport veflcls, though loft to 
government, are found the chief means of fitting out fuch an en- 
terprife, and greatly leflen the expence. The failors agree to the 
diftribution of fo many pais ((hares) among them, in lieu of 
wages : thus their veflels are procured and manned. The cargo 
confifts of about five hundred weight of tobacco ; one hundred 
weight of glafs beads ; perhaps a dozen fpare hatchets, and a few 
fiiperfluous knives of very bad quality ; an immenfe number of 
kleptfi (traps for foxes), and a fmall ftock of provifion, confifting 
of a few hams, a little rancid butter, a few bags of rye and wheat 
flour for holidays (for they do not make a praAice of eating 
bread every day), and a confiderable quantity of dried and falted 
£dmon« They are alfo fupplied with a few rifle-barreled guns, 
and a quantity of ammunition, for their defence againil the na- 
tircs* 

Being thus equipped, with (" BozChe Pomotfti'') God's help 
they go to fea. Upon their arrival at any of the inhabited Aleu-* 
tan iflands, they formerly ufed to take a number of women and 
a few men as hoftages ; but now they take poflefllion of the vil- 
lage, and, after hauling their vefTel on ihore, diftribute their 
kleptfi to the natives to catch foxes, and fend out parties to coU 
lc€t firings to fi{h, and to chafe fea animals. Some of the hunters 
go to the contiguous iflands, and exa£t the fame obedience from 
all, while they themfelves live in indolence and eafe. The articles 
of trade, as they call them, are given in fmall quantities to the 
women, to fecure their attachment; and the -men are fometimes 
rewarded for a hard day's work with a leaf of tobacco* 

Ever fince Shelikoff formed his eftabliflimeat at Kadiak. no 
iOther companies have dared venture to the eaft of Shumagin's 

N n 2 ifland. 
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ifland. I am inclined to -think that Suchania^s veflel will be the 
laft that will attempt to vifit thefe iflands for furs ; and probably 
he will obtain hardly any other than foxes', which are flill here 
in confidcrable numbers, and even refort to the villagea in cold 
nights in quell of prey. 

Shelikoff has formed a projeft to obtain the fole privilege of 
carrying on this trade without a rival ; and he will probably, one 
day or other, fucceed ; but not before the fcarctty of furs leffens 
the value of this trade, and renders a freflx capital neceflary for 
making new excurfions to difcovcr other fources of Commerce, 
or rather of wealth j then the directors of the prefent concern will 
explore the regions of America ; and, if nothing advantageous 
occurs, they "will, doubtlefs, retire from the concern, fecure in 
their poflfeilions, and leave the new members to purfue the under* 
taking. 

During the month of March the fcurvy feemed perfeftly at a 
ftand, neither increafing nor diminifhing materially upon the af- 
fiided ; but early in April, when the new plants produced a fup- 
ply of vegetables, thofe fick who had ufed crutches were enabled 
to relinquifti them, and willingly gave them up to fiich as began 
to creep out of their hammocks. The weather, though It con- 
dnucd hazy, was drier than it h^d been ever fince our arrival 

We now began making preparations to leave this fatal ifland ; 
when we difcovered that our fails, cordage, and rigging of every 
kind, had fufiered from the climate as much as our fhip's com- 
pany i every thing was quite rotten, and our veflels very foul* 
Captain Hall, who had now the command, took charge of the 
Slava Roflte, and Captain Saretfheff went to the Black Eagle. 

ID Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding every individual exened faimfelf to the utmoft 
of his abilities, however, we were not ready to depart before the 
middle of May. 

We had received, as tribute from about five hundred of the 
natives of the Aleutan iflands, a dozen fea otters' {kins, and of 
fox Ikins, I believe, near fix hundr^'d of different forts ; in return 
for which, we had diftributed all our trinkets aijd tobacco. The 
extreme poverty of this place prevented our obtaining any articles 
of value for ourfelves : we procured, indeed, a few curicrfities, but 
nothing elfe. 

On the i6th of May our veffels were hauled into the outer 
bay. We were now elated at the profpeft of once more revifit- 
ing Kamtfliatka, after the melancholy fenfations that we had eri^ 
dured for eight months and fixteen days, paffed in one continual 
ftate of anxiety upon this ifland, the grave of feventeen of our 
ftouteft hands j where, during the whole of our ftay, we had only 
been cheered eighteen times with the fight of the fun, and never 
experienced one clear day. On the 17th we failed out of the 
Bay of Amoknak, and the fame day law the very remarkable fo- 
litary rock, refembling a pillar, fituated aboijt 30 miles north of 
the eaftern point of Oomnak. 

Nothing remarkable happened during our paOfageto Kamtfliat- 
ka. We joft fight of the Black Eagle the 7th c^ Juae ; and on 
the fame day faw an ifland, which we took for Semi Sopofhni, 
l»irning in feveml places, particularly toward the fouthern ex- 
tremity. On the 1 6th, after encountering a few contrary gales 
and baffling calms, we arrived in the bay of Avatfha, in a very 
thick fog (which fell upon us at the mouth of the bay), and came 

to 
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to anchoi^ near the entrance into the inner harbour of St. Pete^ 
and St. Paul, without being able to fee any land * 

Notwithftanding we werfe as fiknt as poffible on board, wkh a. 
view of filrprifing the inhabitants when thie weather became a 
little clear, we had not lain long before we heard a boat rowing 
towards the veffel ; and were Ihortly after amazed at feeing an 
Englifh pinnace coming along-fide, with Captain Charles William 
Barkley in it, whofe veffel, the Alcyon, from Bengal, was at an- 
chor in the inner harbour on a trading voyage. His cargo con- 
lifted of articles that were invaluable in this part of the world j 
panicularly in a port fo eligibly fituated for encouraging com- 
mercial undertakings ; namely, iron in bars, anchors, cables, and 
cordage, with various kinds of ironmongery wares, and a confi- 
derable ftock of rum* Notwithftanding this, the commander of 
the port having neither authority nor refolution to fecure a pur- 
, chafe for account of government ; and the traders of this penia- 
fula (who ftile themfelves merchants) being merely a fet of rov- 
ing pedlars, without either^ capital or credit (and, what is ilill 
worfe, without principles to fecure either) ; Captain Barkley was 
neceffitated to take thefe articles back again, although they were 
offered at lefs than one third of the charges of tranfporting fuch 
commodities from the manufadories in Siberia. 

A man who has refolution ta ftrike out a new line of commerce, 
or rather to feek a new Xource of trade, in parts of the world 
fo little known as are thefe regions, at the fame time unacquaint- 
ed with the language and with the wants erf the inhabitants, is 
rather threatened with lofs, than flattered with profpedts of profit, 

• Captain Saretflieffy in the Black Eagk, arrived on the 19^1. 

in 
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in the firft attempt ; and nothing fhort of enthufiaftic hope of fu^ 
ture advantages can compenfate for the degree of anxiety that he 
muft fuffer. Such a man, moft certainly, merits all the encou- 
ragement that the government can give him, which is fure to be 
eventually benefited by his fucccfs. Confidering ihefe circum- 
ftanges, and that the two veflels employed in our expedition were 
in the greateft need of entire new rigging, anchors, &c. the pre- 
fent favourable opportunity of ferving Captain Barkley by clear-» 
ing his (hip was a fecondary confideration, compared to the ad- 
vantages which government would have derived from fo valuable 
an acquifition of the moft neceflary articles that the port could 
poflefs. This I reprefented to the governor of the port, and to 
the commanding officers of our expedition ; but both equally 
feared to a£t without pofitive orders. In other refpefts, however^ 
we gave him all the afllftance in our powen Captain Barkley 
was accompanied by his lady, and a fon of about feven years old. 
Their behaviour was very polite, and particularly pleafing to us. 
1 lament that we were not able to make them equal returns, but 
flatter myfelf that they were fatisfied with our endeavours. The 
extreme poverty of the place, and the raiferable fituation that we, 
were in, muft have been fufficient in their eyes to prove an excufe 
for us. They left this place the ift July O. S. 

Captain William Peters, who arrived here on the 9th Augufl: 
1786, was more fortunate in the difpofal of his cargo, owing ta 
a mere accident that befel the only man in this part of the world 
who bad a capital and an eftablifhed credit in Mofcow, which ca- 
pacitated him to become a purchafer ; I mean Gregory Shelikofi^ 
who fsuled the 2 2d May of the fame year from his eftablifhment 
in Kadiak for the port of Ochotfk, with a cargo of furs. Contrary 
v^inds prevented his arrival at the Kuril UUnds till the 30th July^ 

which 
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which alfo detained him here eight days. Still continuing weft* 
erly, he refolved to fteer for the bay of Tfliekaf koi, at the eftuary 
of the Bolftioia Reka, on the weft fide of Kamtfhatka, to purchafe 
a fupply of frefli fi(h. When he arrived off this place he caft 
anchor, and went on fhore with the Ihip's boat, which he imn\e- 
diately fentback again. Having purchafed fifh, his intention 
was, to return to the veflel ; but a fudden fquall drove her out to 
fea; and, as the crew were all ill of the fcurvy, ShelikofF conclud- 
ed that they would make the beft of their way to Ochotfic. He 
himfelf went to Bolfhoiretlk, where he arrived on the 15th Au* 
guft, and bought three horfes to travel by land to Ochotfk. While 
he was there, intelligence was received of the arrival of an 
Englifli (hip at the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, for which 
place he immediately fet out. He arrived on the 23d of the 
fame month, and was well received by the Englifli ; for his own 
account is as follows : 



iC 



*• When the Englifli obferved my arrival, fome of them imme- 
diately came on fliore in their boat. The captain and two ofli- 
** ccrs met us in a very friendly manner, and invited us to go 
** on board their veflel, where they fliewed me famples of their 
** goods, and faid that they had letters from the Eaft India Com- 
^' pany to the commander of Kamtfliatka, in which the company 
♦* expreflfed a defire of opening a trade with Ruflia, and requefted 
** pcrmiflion. " I endeavoured to difcover whence they came, and 
** the courfe that they had fleered ; for they did not conceal their 
** charts from me. I heard that they were from Bengal, which 
•* place they left, according to our ftile, on the 20th March ; 
** failed the i6th April from Malacca; arrived the 29th May at 
** Canton ; left it the 28th July, and arrived here the 9th Auguft. 
** They wore three o£feers and a Portuguefe. The crew confift- 

" ed 
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** cd of Englifhmen, Indians, Arabs, and Chinefe : in all, 70. 

" The vcflel was built entirely of mahogany, had two mafts and 

** twenty-eight fails ; was flieathed with copper to the gunnel, 

^ and mounted twelve guns* 

" After fuppei". Captain Peters with his oflicers conduced me 

" on (hore ; but we deferred trading till the arrival of the com- 

" mander of Kamtfhatka, Baron Von Steinheil, who came on 

" the 25th, and aded as interpreter, fpeaking the French Ian- 

" guage. They bound themfelves to pay duty, according to the 

" claims of government ; I gave them a lift of articles wanted 

" here, for their future government j purchafed goods to the 

" amount of 661 1 rubles; paid in part 1000 rubles, and gave 

" bills upon Mofco at two months' fight, bearing intereft till paid^ 

" at the rate of {ix per cent. On the 3d September I took leave 

" of the Englifhmen, who intended to fail the next day, Oa 

** the 8th I arrived with my goods at BoKheiretfk, where I im* 

" mediately fold the whole for upwards of 10,000 rubles ia 

** ready money.** 



Captain Peters was afterwards wrecked upon Bcring^s ifland, 
and only two of the crew faved (a Portuguefe and a Lafcar). 
Thefe travelled with me in the Autumn of 1788 from Ochotfk: 
to Yakutlk, in their way to St Peterlburg. The Portuguefe told 
me, that Captain Peters wanted to load his fhip with copper, 
which he had a notion that he might colled at Bering's or Cop- 
per ifland. In all probability he was mifled by the exaggerated 
accounts of the quantities of copper fbund upon thofe iflands. 

Oo CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 

A Part of tbt Company fatl^ under Captains Hall and Saretjbeff^ 
for Ocbotjk. — Intelligence received from Captain Billings and bis 
Party. — Letter from Mr. Main to tbe Autbor^ S}'^l^S ^ ^r/i^ 
Sketcb of tbeir Sufferings. — An alarming Eartbquake. — La Fla-- 
via J a French Sbip^ arrives witb fpirituous Liquors and other 
Articles. 

J HE impoflibility of entering the pqrt of Ochotfk with our 
, large veflel compelled us to take the refolution of laying her up 
in Kamtftiatka, and waiting (for our deliverance) the arrival of 
the tranfport-veflel with the annual fupply of provifion for the 
peninfula. As, however, our company was too numerous to em- 
bark in one of thefe galliots. Captains Hall and Saretflieff deter- 
mined to fail with as many as they could take on board the 
Tfhernoi Orel. They were ready early in the month of July ; 
but eafterly winds prevented their departure until .towards the 
latter end of the month, when they fet fail with an intention of 

exploring the Kuril iflands and the coaft of China to Ochotfk *• 

« 

Shortly after their departure, we received intelligence from 
Captain Billings, of his fafe arrival at the river Angarka, after en- 
countering the greateft difficulties, and fuffering innumerable 

* They were prevented executing this utidertaking by contrary winds, which detained 
them at the Kuril iflaods till late in Auguft, when they thought it more advifable to (ail 
dirca for Ochotfk. 

hardfhips 
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hardfliips from the Tfhutfki. I received a letter from Mr. Main^ 
of which the following is a copy : 

" Dear Sauer, 

** I fhould think it a fpccies of ingratitude to let flip an oppor- 
tunity of writing to you, to inform you of our fafe arrival at the 
river Angarka * on the 15th inftant, after undergoing every 
thing that is bad during the fpace of fix months and two days ; 
fuffering by the moft violent frofts, without fhelter from the bleak 
north winds ; owing to this barren country not producing the 
lead bit of wood, except when we fell in with rivers that afforded 
on their borders fome creeping willows* We were therefore 
obliged to put up with the frozen meat of deer, and whales and 
fea-horfe flefli, raw ; and even with thefe the Tfhutfki fed us 
very fcantily, not only almofl flarving us, but at the fame time 
robbing us daily before our faces. They alfo formed two plots, 
at different places, ta murder the Captain and our whole party ^ 
but God Almighty prevented their laying violent hands upon us ; 
and w6 have great reafon to thank our Maker that we are now 
quite out of their power, and getting ready to fet out for the 
Lower Kovima, for which place we depart to-morrow morning, 
accompanied by Mr. Bander f , whom we found here waiting the 
arrival of the Tfhutfki* 



♦ The river Angarka Is of no great extent. It commences near the fource of the river 
Tfhaoon, or Tlhaun ; and, taking a contrary diredion, flows into the Suchoi Annui, the 
latter difcharging itfelf into the Kovima, oppoiite the village of^Neizihni. 

+ Mr. Bander is the Ifpravnik, or Captain of the diftrid of Za/hiver(k. His bufineCi 
on the Angarka was to colled tribute from the Tfhutfki. This gentleman's name has oc- 
curred frequently in the former part of this work ; but, having always mentioned it fron» 
memory, I have been led into a miftakc, in fpelltng it Bonnar, inftead of Bander. 

O o 2 ** I afTure 
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" I aflure you, that I very often curfed the hour wherein I 
*left the Slava Roffie, having been obliged ever fince that time to 
bear with patience the abufes of the wildeft of favages, and ex- 
pedling death daily. 

" I have a great deal to communicate, but muft delay it till a 
future day, being too much confufcd at prefent with thebufmcfs 
of packing up, and joy at feeing our old acquaintance Mr. Ban- 
der, who travels at all times with a great (lock of good things; 
and, as we have had no fpirits now for thcfe fix months, a little 
drop makes us very merry. Let me, therefore, conclude with 
afluring you, that I remain ever, 

" Dear Sauer, 

** Your fincere friend, 

** John Main. 

«< The River Angarka, 
21 ft February 1792." 

Several other letters mentioned that the Tfliutlki had deftroyed 
their meafuring lines, and their writing materials, and abfolutely 
prohibited the taking of any notes, or making remarks; which, 
however, without thefe violent reftri£tions, was rendered impof* 
fible by the fevere froft and driven fnow, which completely pre- 
vented their obferving the lakes from the land ; and as they did 
not approach the fea-fhore any where, except the Bays of Mcl- 
fhikma and Klutflienie * (the latter was frozen at the time, and 
from hence their courfe was weft to the Angarka), they had not 
obtained any knowledge from their own obfervations of the fitu- 
ation of Shalatfkoi Promontory, the Tfliaun Bay, or the direction 
of the coaft of the Icy Sea between the eaftern promontory and 

• The mouth of this bay is at Captain Cook's Cape North. 

the 
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the fartheft place obferved in 1787, in our excurfion to the Icy 
Sea J namely, 30 miles eaft of Barannoi Kamen, the cape called 
by Shalauroff Pefofhnoi Muys. 

The letters mentioned, that Captain Billings's intentions were 
to go immediately to Yakutlk. He alfo defired, in his pa- 
pers to the Command, that I would make all poflible hafte to 
join him at the above-mentioned place. 

'We were in daily expedation of the arrival of the tranfport 
veflel ; and our Company confifted of 
Capt, Bering, -| 
Mr. Bakoff, | 

Bakulin, ^ of the Expedition ; 
Robeck, | 
And myfelf, J 
befides the commander of the harbour. Major Schmaleff, and his 
Afliftant Enfign Roftergueff.. All the reft of our neighbours were 
petty officers, failors, and Coflacs. 

As my bufinefs did not confine me to the harbour of St. Peter 
and St. Paul, I refided chiefly at Paratounka, and made frequent 
excurfions on the chafe with the Kamtfhadals, fometimes for eight 
or ten days together, in the woods, and roving alfout the moun- 
tains at no great diftance fouth of the Bay of Avatfha. I (aw 
bears in great numbers, wolves, foxes, and a few deer ; but could 
only kill the former, as we had no dogs with us to run the other 
animals down. Hares alfo were in great plenty, but extremely 
fhy. 

On the nth Auguft, in the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
I obferved a number of fwallows flying about, apparently much 

3 frightened. 
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frightened. • They were red breaftcd, a fpecies never remembered 
to have been feen here ; and the inhabitants immediately pre- 
di£led fome remarkable event ; they were, however, only feen 
during the morning. The next morning, about five o'clock, we 
were alarmed by a violent fhock of an earthquake, preceded, by a 
rumbling noife, little fhort of thunder. The motion of the earth 
was undulatory for nearly the fpace of a minute. I was drefling 
myfelf, and was thrown down, which induced me to get out of 
the houfe as quickly as poflible. The water in the bay was agi- 
tated lilce a boiling cauldron. The fhock came from the north- 
eaft, and appeared to me to continue upwards of two minutes ; 
but other gentlemen were of opinion that it did not laft more than 
one. A failor, one of the watchmen on board the Ihip, was 
thrown out of his hanimock. At Paratounca it was more vio- 
lent ; the earth opened in many places, and water and fand were 
thrown up to a confiderable height; all the buildings in the 
village were more or lefs damaged ; one balagan was thrown 
down ; fome of the ovens (the only brick-work about the build- 
ings) were alfo fliaken in; and all the paintings, &c* in the 
church, except Captain Gierke's efcutcheon, were thrown from 
their faftenings. 

At Neizflini Kamtfliatka the inhabitants were extremely terri- 
fied ; nor could they explain whether the noife or the (hock 
preceded. The fituation of the town is on a neck of land formed 
by the difcharge of the Raduga, a confiderable river, into the 
Kamtfliatka ; the bed of the former was dry, and the inhabitants, 
ran acrofs it toward the mountains. They, as well as the cattle, 
were thrown down ; and the continuance of the trembling was, 
according to their account, near an hour ; the earth opened in 
many places, and funk confiderably in fome. The volcano Klut- 

ihefskoi 
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fhefskoi emitted a vaft column of black fmoke ; a noife like thun- 
der feemed to ifTue from the bowels of the earth ; the bells of 
the two churches rang violently ; and the howling of the dogs, and 
fcreams of the people, furpafled all defcription, for the latter ex- 
pedled every moment to fee the complete deftrudion of the town. 
But when the fliock was over, the loft water of the river re- 
fumed its former channel, and the inhabitants returned to their 
dwellings. Not a fingle brick chimney or oven was left ftand- 
ing. The altar of one of the churches * was feparated from it 
about a foot, inclining a contrary way j and the gteater part of 
the balagans were thrown down. ^ 

It is remarkable, that the inhabitants of the village at the foot 
of the burning mountain only heard the noife, and did not feel 
the fliock ; nor did it crofs the mountains to the weftern fliores 
of the peninfula. 

Difpatches from St. Peter{burgh to the commander of the port 
announced the departure from France of a Ruflian fubjed of the 
name of Torckler on board his own veflel, with a view of fupply- 
ing ihefe diftant parts of the world with provifion and every 
other neceflary, and recommended the governor's afGftance to 
the faid Torckler. Towards the latter end of the month of Sep- 
tember the veflel arrived, a fine new fliip of about fix hundred 
tons, copper-bottomed, and called La Flavia. . Her crew confifted 

* Churches and houfes throughout Ruffia^ in all fmall towns and villagei> are built of tio^' 
bcr ; the fpars laid on one another j the ends notched to admit of their lying clofc toge- 
ther, and the interfticcs filled with mofs. The altars are detached fpars at the eaftem ex- 
tremity of the churchy built as clofe to its body as pofiible. The top of the belfry at 
Neizfhni inclines in one dire£iion more than three feet over the foundation of the building. 
It is about 40 feet high ; and I think that the joifts at the end of the fpars are the only 
mcane of preventing its fi^. 

of, 
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of, I believe, fixty men, befide officers. She carried the new 
French flag, and the oflficers wore the tri-coloured cockade. Mn 
Torcklcr was the fupercargo only ; the greater part of the cargo 
confifted of fpirituous liquors ; and the captain and ofiicers were 
in every refped gentlemen and men of fcience. About the time 
when this fhip arrived, we were informed that the tranfport 
veffel from Ochotfk was driven on fhore near the river Itflia, 
between Bolfhoiretfk and TigiL Captain Bering and Mr. Ba- 
koflf, therefore, went to that veffel to fee if they could afibrd her 
any affiflance } and I received the charge of the failors^ Sec. here« 
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CHAP. XXL 

The Fentnfula of Kamtjbatka defer ibed. 

On the return of Captain Bering and Mn BakofT toward Chrift- 
mas, I made an excurfion to Neizflini Kamtfhatka town, and re- 
turned to the harbour in the month of April ; which trip, in ad- 
dition to others which I had before made, has enabled me to 
give the following account of the peninfula. 

I (hall commence my defcription at the fouthern extremity, 
which the Ruffians call the Lopatka, latitude 51% longitude 
156^ 40^ eaft from Greenwich ; a low point of land, widening 
and riling gradually into mountains, barren and rocky, only pro- 
ducing here and there the creeping cedar and willow, to the ex- 
tent of 40 miles. Birch trees then appear in the inconfiderable 
vallics, which are replete with lakes and runs of water rufhing 
into the fea both eaft and weft. A clufter of mountains occupy 
the whole fpace from the Lopatka to latitude 53^ 5 V where, in 
the neighbourhood of the village Malka, they divide into two 
branches, one trending north north- weft ; the other, which may 
be called the principal chain, leads north north-eaft. The place 
where the mountains feparate is the higheft land on the peninfula, 
and forms a barren ftony defert of 65 miles in length, in ji di- 
redion north and fouth, and from 3 to 15 in width, pro- 
ducing in detached fpots brufh-wood, willows, »nd a very few 
fcattered and ftunted birch-trees. It is replete with fprings and 

P p brooks ; 
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brooks ; fome of which uniting, and flowing fouth and fouth- 
weft, form tlie Biftrea ; while others, at only a few fathoms dif- 
tance, take an oppofite courfe, and are the fources of the river 
Kamtfiiatka. At the end of this defert, the mountains clofe with- 
in a mile or two, and a foreft of birch-trees follows to the village 
Apouftiinfk, where the river Kamtfhatka is navigable for fmall 
boats to its difcharge. 

From this place the face of the country aflumes the appear, 
ance of extreme fertility. The valley widens, and the fpace be- 
tween the mountains caft and weft is at Virchni Kamtfliatka 49- 
miles. The foil is deep and rich, compofed of btack earth 
mixed with fine black afhes from the burning mountains and 
fine iron fand, which adheres to a magnet, and forges well with 
bar-iron, but ufed alone is very brittle. 

The produaions of nature are, a fmall kind of wild black 
cherry (tfheromka), in great abundance ; the wood of which, being 
particularly hard, is ufed by the Kamtlhadals for their guiding 
flicks to the fledges : the thickeft trees that I have feen are nine 
or ten inches in circumference. Firs, common pine and larch 
trees of extraordinary fize, with birch, poplar, afp, and moun- 
tain-afli, clothe the mountains to their fummit. The underwood* 
are, currant, dog-rofe, hawthorn, alder, and buflies producing 
berries. 

The climate is very diflTerent from that of the fouthern and 
northern parts of the peninfula, the valley being completely fhel- 
tered from the fea-breezes that chill the air in other parts, and 
prove a great check to vegetation, which commences here in the 
month of March. The fcenery is beautiful beyond defcription, 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO THE EASTERN OCEAN, &c. 191 

the river meandering through the midft of the valley, from 50 
to 250 yards wide, and from eight to 15 feet deep, and being 
replete with trout and every fpecies of falmon hi the feafon. This 
valley is 180 miles in length, frequently opening profpefts of the 
Tolbatfhinlk, a lofty double-headed mountain, conftantly emitting 
an immenfe column of black fmoke ; while the fecond volcano, 
Klutftiefskoi, towering to an incredible height, illuminates the 
Mclouds with its blaze, and affords a view awfully grand. 

Twelve verfts below Virchnoi Kamtfhatfkoi Oftrog, is the vil- 
lage called Milkovoi, inhabited by farmers fent from Siberia at 
government expence, and poffeffing particular emoluments, for 
the purpofe of growing corn and pulfe to fupply the country* 
'They live uncontrolled, however, and find it eafier to accumulate 
wealth, by afting as retailers for the merchants of Kamtfhatka, 
and gcAng themfelves on the chafe for fables, &a. than in pur- 
fuing the more toilfome labour of cultivating the earth, which 
they negledt. Yet they keep gardens that produce very fine 
cabbages, potatoes, turnips, carrots, cucumbers, &c* j they alfo 
grow buck-wheajt and rye for their own ufe, which yield abun- 
tJantly j and I am inclined to think that, had they a proper in- 
fpedor to fuperintend their bufinefs, they might with eafe grow 
-corn enough of every kind to fupply not only the peninfula, but 
all the neighbouring country, Ochotlk, &c. Hemp grows re- 
markably well, which, however, I think there is no need of cul- 
tivating J for th? nettle feems equally to anfwer every purpofe. 
Tlie Kamtfhadals and Ruffiaps make fewing thread of it, and fa- 
bricfite from it their fifhing nets, which ferve them, if ufed with 
caution, and properly dried, four or five years. The procefs of 
preparing it is nearly the fame as that for hemp, but I think lefs 
troubjcfome j the nettle grows to the height of fix and feven 
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feet ; the fibres are much finer ; and thread of equal thicknefs is 
flronger than that made of the imported hemp. 

At Tolbalfhinfk the mountains are broken and barren ; they 
encroach upon the valley, and confiderably leflen its width. 
Storms are frequent between this volcano and that of Klut- 
ihefskoi, but never reach the neighbourhood of Milhovoi, and 
the trees are confiderably lefs in fize j but the country continues 
fertile as far as 30 verfls north of the village Klutfhefskoi, which 
is alfo a colony of Siberian peafants for the fame purpofe as thofe 
at Milkovoi, and who ad in the fame manner. Their proceedings 
arc in fome refpeds juflifiable j for the magiflracy at Neizfhni 
exad the fame payment from them as from the refidentiary 
merchants. The court of juflice confifls of a burgo-mafter, four 
members, or rathmen, a fecretary, writers, and watchmen ; re- 
ceiving a falary for the time they are in fervice : and frequently 
an expenfive deputation is fent to Tigil, Bolfhoiretfk, Virchni, 
and fuch places as are reforted to by thefe pedlars ; fo that it is a 
matter of doubt with me, whether the culture of the earth would 
render any harveil fufficient to anfwer the payment of their 
claims. In fome years they amount to 18 or 20 rubles, and in 
others half as much more. 

As you approach the north, the fevcrity of the climate increafes ; 

the foil becomes fandy and ftoney ; and the vegetable produdions 

are ftunted and weak. The iflhmus is fituated in latitude 59^ 

20', and the diflance from fea to fea is here about 40 miles. The 

widefl part is from Kronotfkoi Nois to the river Itiha^ about 

220 miles. 

I. 
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Digitized by 



Google 



TO THE EASTERN OCEAN, &c. 293 

I have already mentioned the fituation of the town Neizflinoi 
Kamtfliatka, which contains 80 ifba's, or houfes, with two 
churches ; and its number of inhabitants, including children, 
548 fouls; latitude 5.6° 53.'. 

The weftern coaft of Kamtfhatka is uniformly low and fandy, 
to the diftance of about 25 to 30 miles inland, where the moun- 
tains commence. It produces only willow, alder, and mountain- 
afti with fome fcattered patches of Hunted birch-trees. The 
runs of water into the fea from the mountains, do not deferve 
the name of rivers (except the Bollhoia Reka), though they are 
' all well (locked with fifh from the fea in feafon, as trout and dif- 
ferent fpecies of falmon. They are generally at the diftance of 
15 to 20 miles from each other. The Itfha and Tigil arc the 
moftconfiderable J and neither of thefe have a courfe,.with all the. 
windings, of more than 100 miles^ 

The fea is (EalTow to a confiderable diftance j and the com^.- 
manders of the tranfport veffels, who never lofe fight of the ex- 
pofed coaft if they can help it, judge of their diftance £i"om land, 
in foggy weather, by the foundings, allowing a fathom for a 
mile • nor is there at the entrance into any of the rivers more 
riian fix feet at low water, with a confiderable furf breaking oa* 
the fandy beach.. 

The villages on this coaft are, Tigilft, Itfiiihfk, and Bolfhoi- 
retfk (fjtuated on the Tigil» It(ha^ and Bolfhoia rivers). Of thefe 
the former is the moft confiderable, containing 45 wooden, 
houfes, and one church. The R^iffian charts place it in lati- 
. ^de 5*7° 55'- '^^''» ^^*^*^ *^^^ ^*^^ * fortified town, is fur- 
tounded by wooden palifades, and was built in 1 752. The num- 
ber. 
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ber of inhabitants are 338, including ivomen and children, It- 
ihinflc alfo contains a church, and about 10 houfes, with 50 in- 
habitants. Bolfhoiretfk contains 37 houfes, and the total number 
of inhabitants are 235. Befide thefe, there are eight inconfider- 
able villages, containing each tliree or four houfes, on the weft 
coafL 

" The caftem coaft is compofed of mountains, rocks, rugged 
cliffs, and bold promontories, replete with inlets, and the appear- 
ance of fuch. Their entrance, however,. is blocked up by reefs 
of rocks, the openings of which are only to be entered by the 
boats of the natives. Jmracnfe mafles of ftone are fcattered out 
at fea to the diftance of one, two, and three miles; fome of 
them being only difcernible by the breakers, while others tower 
to a confiderable height. The depth of the fea varies much, 
and fuddenly, from 30 to 90 fathoms, and more. £arthquakes 
are frequent, and fometimcs very violent. 

The only harbour for fhips on the whdc peninfula is the Bay 
of Avatfha *, whkh is probably the fafeft and moft cxtenfive in 
the world. I ihall exert my utmoft ability to defcribe this 
place ; but fear that I Ihall fcarcely be able to do it juftice. 

I will fijppofe myfelf approaching the coaft from the fouth* 
eaft. When firft feen, it appears ftrait and uniform, without 
bays or inlets ; the land rifing into moderate mountains, backed 
by fuch as are more lofty. Three of them, apparently united, 

* ** The term Bay, properly fpcaking, ii rather inapplicable to a place fo completely 
fteltcrcd at Avatfha ; but when it is confidered how loofe and vague fome navigators have 
been in their denominations of certain iituationt of £» and land, as harbours, bays, roadsy 
founds, &c. we are not fufHciently warranted to exchange a popular name» for one that may 
perhaps feem more comfiftcnl with propriety.*' CnoVt lafi V9yage. 
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are very confpicuous to the north of the Bay; the fartheft, or 
the mod: weftern, is the high^, and is corneal ; the next is a 
volcano,v diftinguifhable by a column of finoke ifluing from its 
fammitj which is broken; the third prefents feveral flat tops^ 
lowering, and trending eaft, from which a narrow and lofty broken 
and irregular point of land extends about 15 leagues, terminating 
in a promontory called Sheeponfkoi Nofs. South of the bay aic 
two remarkably lofty mountains; that ncareft the entrance (Vi- 
luitfhelkoi Sopka) is formed like a fugar loaf; the other, Apal- 
fkoi, is far inland, not fo lofty, and is flat on the top. On get- 
ting well in rwith the land, it is high, craggy, and broken, prefent- 
ing the appearance of inlets. Whea about the latitude of 52^ 45'^ , 
and longitude 159^ 15', the entrance into the Bay of Avatftia 
difcovers itfelf, bearing nortb-wcfl: by wefl:; fouth of which, at 
the diftance of i^bout four miles, is a fmall round ifland, compofed : 
of high pointed rocks, called Staritfhkovoi Oftrov. The north 
cape is abluflfhead,;withaIight^houfe on the top of it, refembling 
a centiners box. . From this cape.eaftward, to the diftance of three 
miles^, breakers are difcernible over hidden, rocks, which extend 
to the fouth about half a mile. Within the channel, are three 
detached needle rocks near the north fide : on the oppofite fhore 
a Angle one remarkably bulky, the top of which is nearly flat. 
Soundings leflfen from 40 to 12 fathom, over :a ftoney bottom ; 
and 10 fathom in the channel, fand and. mud.. 

The entrance is in latitude 5^° 51', longitude 158^ 48', whfence 
Shceponfkoi Nofs bears eaft north-eaft, diftant about 17 leagues. 
It forms a channel in a diredipn north north-weft four milca 
deep ; the breadth ia three miles in the wideft, and two in the 
narrowcft part ; both fhores rocky ; the fummits covered with 
birch.treee,,mpuniain-aih,, and hawthorn. Having paflfed this 

channel. 
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channel, you enter a moft magnificent bafin about 25 miles ia 
circumference, completely land-locked, and every where (except 
the north-weft extremity) high, and covered with trees. As we 
advance in the bafin, commodious harbours open : to the eaft, 
Rakivinoi, about three miles ^eep, and three quarters of a mile 
wide. The fouth cape is a lofty perpendicular mafs of (lone. 
Shoal water over rocks extend from the fhore into the bay, about 
50 fathoms from fouth to north, which makes the entrance diffi- 
cult. The north cape is a high rocky fhore, with fome rocks 
that are detached ; but thefe are vifible, and not of any extent ; 
the depth within is from 13 to 3 fathoms. 

The little harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul is to the north : 
its fouth bluff cape is extremely confpicuous ; and the buildings 
upon the fpit of land before it are clearly difcernible. This har- 
bour is in every refpeft convenient for giving fhips all kinds of 
repair, as alfo for obtaining fire- wood and freih water. If all its 
good qualiries are confidered, I think it may be pronounced the 
moft convenient in the world. Six or eight fhips of war might 
be conveniently moored in it head and ftem : the only inconve* 
nience (if it may be fo called) lies in the amazing toughnefs of 
the ground ; for if the anchor be heavy, and out any time, it will 
•probably be found neceflary to heave a flrain on the fhip to 
weigh it. The fouth of the harbour is bounded by a narrow 
neck of low land running out from the eaftern fhore in a weftern 
•diredion, covered with wooden houfes and balagans ; at the ex- 
tremity of which is the entrance, 38 fathoms wide, and fix and a 
half deep : fhips may pafs fo clofe to this point of land, that a 
man may leap on fhore. The weft fide is a proje£ling narrow 
•mountain of moderate height trending to the fouth, terminating 
in a bluff head, upon which is a battery of three guns, and a flag. 

From 
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From this extremity a flioal extends fouth about 100 fathoms. 
The north, which is the head of the harbour, is bounded by a 
valley, in which are the government magazines, barracks, and the 
dwelling houfes of the commander and chief inhabitants. To 
the eaft, it is bounded by lofty mountains covered with wood to 
the very fummit ; namely, birch, mountain-afli, hawthorn, dwarf- 
cedar, rofe-buflies, &c. On this fide are feveral fprings of very 
pellucid water rufhing down the mountains into the harbour, and 
thefe are very convenient -watering places. 

The bay is bounded to the north-weft by the extenfive plains of 
Avatfha, where two rivers difcharge themfelves into it ; namely, 
the Avatflia and Paratounca. At the eftuary of the former, the 
Kamtfhadals, who formerly refided in the harbour, "have their 
prefent habitations j while the troops of the garrifon poflefs their 
late dwellings. 

The harbour of Tareinfk opens to the weft : the entrance is 
about one mile in length, when it fuddenly turns to the fouth- 
eaft, extending twelve miles in length, and three in width : the 
depth is from fix to eight fathoms, mud and fand. A narrow 
neck of high land at the bottom, like an artificial partition^ fe- 
parates it from the fea. This harbour, although extremely con- 
venient in its conftrudion, is not fo in its fituation j as an eafterly 
wind is abfolutely neceflary to bring outward bound veflels into 
the bay of Avatflia where it is quite contrary j befides, it is ex- 
pofed to the north and north-wfeft winds, which blow over the 
plains of Avatflia 'right into it, and keep it blocked up by ice 
till late in the feafon. 

CLq Near 
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Near the mouth of this harbour, on its north- weft borders, is a 
valley forming a plain of about one mile and a half fquare, well 
wooded with good fized birch trees : a fituation which Major 
Behm thought the moft eligible of any hereabouts for a town. 
North and fouth are lofty mounuins of eafy afcent, covered with 
trees to their fummit. The valley is bounded to the weft by a 
frelh water lake of about 15 miles in circumference, well ftocked 
* with fifh all the year through ; v^ile its borders abound in dif- 
ferent kinds of berries, farana, tflieromtfha (a kind of wild garlick), 
and a variety of pot herbs. This lake is the chief fource of the 
river generally known by the name of the Paratounca, of which I 
fhall ftiortly give an account, as alfo of the other rivers. The 
remains of numerous villages in the vicinity of this lake ftrongly 
indicate the former populoufnefs of thefe parts j but they are at 
prefent overrun with bears, wolves, and hares* 

The fifh of the bay of Avatflia are, cod all the year through ; 
thornbacks, flounders, and halibuts, as foon as the ice begins to 
break j whitings are caught all the winter by the boys and girls, 
who make a hole in the ice, lie 'flat upon it, and look into the 
water, holding in it a horfe-hair noofe on the end of a ftick, 
which they get round the fifh, and by thefe means haul them up 
very faft. Herrings and fmelts arc the firft pafTage fifh that 
appear (the former in immenfe fhoals towards the latter end of 
April), and they remain till the beginning of June : their num- 
bers, indeed, are incredible. In Cook's laft voyage Captain King 
fays, " The people of the Difcovery furrounded fuch an amazing 
" quantity (of herrings) in their feine at one time, that they Were 
** obliged to throw out a very confiderable number, left the net 
^ fhould be broken j and the cargo they landed was ftill fo abun- 

" dant. 
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^ dant, that, befidcs having a fufl5cient ftock for immediate ufe, 
*' they filled as many calks as they could conveniently fpare for 
** faking } and, after fending on board the Refolution a tolerable 
" quantity for the fame purpofe, they left behind feveral buftiels 
** upon the beach/' 

On the 7th June, in the inner harbour of St. Peter and St. 
Paul, I obferved, at the flood tide, a confiderable number of her- 
rings fwimming round in circles of about a fathom in diameter. 
Seeing them continue in this particular manner, I approached 
very near them, and remarked, in each of the circles, one fi(h 
very clofe to the ground, upon the v^eeds, and apparently with- 
out motion. I could not account for this peculiarity in their 
fwimming, but thought that the weeds about the herring in the 
middle became of a very lively yellow colour. When the tide 
ebbed, and left thefe places dry, all the weeds, ftones, fticks, &c. 
were covered with fpawn about half an inch thick, which 
the dogs, gulls, crows, and magpies, were devouring with great 
avidity. Thefe fhoals of herrings, which are purfued by feals, 
cod, &c. come in fpring and in the autumn ; thAe is, however, a 
confiderable difference in their fize ; and I believe the fpring glut 
are the largeft fiih. The natives and other inhabitants enfhare 
a great quantity in autumn for their dogs. 

The oil extradled from herrings is very pellucid and fweet ; it 
prefer ves birds* eggs all the year quite frefh and good, as does 
alfo the oil of feals, whales, &c. 

Herrings no fooner difappear, than immenfe fhoals of falmon 
pufli into the bay and up the rivers ; the firft is the fmaller fort, 
called the gorbuihka (or hunch-back), from a remarkable protu- 
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berance which diftiiiguifhes this fpecies. They are in great per- 
fedlion about four or five weeks j and are no fooner in a ftate of 
decay, than another and larger fpecies follows. Thefe are fuc- 
ceeded by other forts, all of the falmon kind, until the end of 
September. I could not diftinguifh fome forts till ihey were 
boiled, when the palenefs or rednefs of' the fle£h indicated a dif- 
ference. The names of the different fpecies are, fiomga, ffhavitfha 
(both very large), gorbufhka, kaiko, krafnaia (red), and belaia 
(white). They pufli up the rivers, and get into the lakes, where 
the two latter continue all the winter, but get extremely deformed 
crooked-backed, thin, and covered with red blotches ; the upper jaw 
extends beyond the under jaw, and bends over it j the mouth is 
full -of very large teeth, and the flefh is flabby. Here are alfo 
great varieties of crabs, fea eggs, prawns, mufcles, cockles, and 
the fmall pearl oyfber. 

The plains of Avatiha, which bound the bay to the north-weft, 
extend 1 8 miles from eaft to weft, and ^^ miles from north to 
ibuth, producing at their northern extremity only a few patches 
of birch, poplar, and alders j all the reft are marfhy grounds^ 
overgrown with ruflies and coarfe high grafs, vrith fome fpots of 
oziers and alders ; the refort of myriads of water fowl, fwans 
geefe, an amazing variety of the duck kind, and I believe every 
fpecies of fnipe. The river Avatfba runs in feveral branches 
through this plain. Towards its northern extremity are an ira- 
menfe number of cold fprings, that form feveral bafrns of water, 
with fmall runs, uniting in a rivulet, which has a courfe towards 
the fouth of two miles, and empties itfelf into the river generally 
known by the name of the Paratounca, but which is called by 
the natives Umitfti j and the original Paratounca is the run from 
tiic fprings above mentioned, oppofite to the difcharge of which 
the village of that name is fitoated. Thefe fprings do not 
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freeze in winter, diiring which feafon they are frequented by 
fwans, geefe, and feveral fpecies of duck, particularly the fafka, 
or duck with a melodious note, which has induced me to ftile 
it mufical. Here they find an abundance of food, and the pulpy 
root of an aquatic plant which, in its appearance, exadlly re- 
fembles the olive, but is like the chefnut in flavour : I ufed it as 
a vegetable, and thought it better than any produftion of the 
gardens : the natives call it the farana of the geefe. 

With regard to -rivers, the Kamtfhatka is the only one of any 
confequence. Its fource I have already defcribed : it flows nearly 
north to Neizfhni Kamtfhatka, where it turns to the eaft fouth- 
eaft about 25 miles, and empties itfelf into a large but fhallow bay 
formed by the Kronotfkoi and Kamtfliatfkoi promontories ; its 
difcharge is extremely fhallow, not exceeding eight feet at high 
water, and the breakers arc very violent with an eaflerly breeze. 
This, however, is the only navigable river on the peninfula. 

The Bdflioia Reka has only a courfe of 20 miles. It is formed 
by the union of the Byfl:rea with the Natflieke, a little below Bol- 
Ihoiretik : the former has its rife from the fprings near the fource 
of the Kamtfhatkai and takes a fweep from fouth to wefl: ; the 
latter commences a little fouth 6f the village Natfheke, and flows 
nearly weft about 100 verfts : neither are navigable, though, 
during the fpring flood, the natives fometimes venture down 
them in their canoes, but with great diflGiculty, owing to ra*^ 
pids, &c. 

The Avatflia has alfo an interrupted and unnavigable courfe of 
70 verfts in a dire<£tion eaft fouth-eaft. The inhabitants of the 
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village Koriatlk, 20 miles up this river from its difcharge, paf$ 
up and down it in their canoes, hauling them over the flats. 

The Umitfli, commonly called the Paratounca, has its rife from 
near the Viluitfhifkoi Sopka (called in Cook's laft voyage the 
Paratounca) ; and from a lake already defcribed near the Tarein- 
Ikoi harbour, it makes a circuit of 85 verfts, and difcharges itfelf 
into the bay of Avatfha, only three miles in a direft line from its 
fource : it is navigable for boats all the way ; but I was fourteen 
hours in traverfing the whole of this river, from the lake, in a 
canoe. The villagers of ParatoUnca go on the chafe of deer, ar- 
gali, bears, &c. about the fource of this river, by paflSng down 
the flream into Tareinfki harbour, and hauling their canoes over 
the plain already mentioned into the lake. An immenfe number 
of rivulets from the mountains flow to the eaft into the ocean, 
but none of them are either remarkable, or have their banks in-^ 
habited. 

Here are no lakes of any extent : the names of the principal 
ones are, Ofernoi, about 40 miles from Cape Lopatka ; Kronot- 
ikoi, 20 miles fouth-eaft of Tolbatfhinfki volcano j and another 
of lefs extent, fituated about 40 miles north of Neizfhni Kamt- 
ihatka, called Nerpitlhi : the natives fay that they are replete 
with fiih J and tradition relates, that the fifli of thefe lakes had 
two heads, or that they pofTefled legs ; and, being facred to fome 
deity or demon, thofe who prefumed to enfnare them were pu- 
ni(hed with misfortunes : fome of the natives, however, feem to 
doubt the truth of this, while others fUU firmly believe it* 
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. Hot fprings are very numerous^ and feem fcattered all dyer 
Kamtfhatka j but thofe in the following places are the moft re- 
markable: 

( Opallki, or Ofemoi, fituated nearly midway between the Lo- 
patTca and Bollhoiretfk, about 15 miles fouth of the Kamtftiadal 
▼rllage of Yavinlk, furrounded by mountains, and at no great 
diftance from the volcano of Opalfk. They^occupy a valley of 
confiderable extent, and are fcattered to the diftance of fix miles, 
fome parts of whick produce detached birch trees, the fweet plant, 
$cc. ; but in general the foil is barren, compofed of different co- 
loiited marl, and large ftones which appear to have been fcattered 
by eruptions of f6tpe volcano. The largeft hot fpring is at the 
foot of one of the mountains j and we heard the noife that it 
made at the diftance of near a mile before we came to iu It is 
about fix fathom in circumference, boiling up to a confiderable 
height ; the middle appears like a cauldron ; and a piece of beef 
placed in it was very well boiled in a fliort time : all around, if 
bubbles up between large ftones ; it then divides into two ftreams, 
which defcend oyer ftones, and unite at the bottom with a fmall 
rivulet formed by the other fprings to the north : they flow a 
little way to the fouth, then turn weftward into the lake OfernoL 
About the border of thefe fprings, and the rivulet' which they 
form, we obferved petrified, or rather calcarifed, foliage of the 
fweet plant, birch leaves, fticks, &c. of a beautiful whitenefs j but 
fo extremely delicate, in their texture, that we could not preferve 
any, even in cotton j for they mouldered to duft. The Kamt- 
fhadals fuppof(^ this to be the habitation of fome demon, and 
make a trifling offering to appeafe his wrath ; without which, 
they fay, he fends very dangerous ftorms* Our naturalift and 
Mr. Varonin, who afcendcd to thefe fprings in 1790, experienced 

14 a whirl- 



Digitized by 



Google 



3^4 ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION 

a. whirlwind, which tore their tent, and fcattered Its contents 
about, many of which were never found again. Afhes were 
fcattered upon the fnow about four inches deep, refembling coarfe 
gunpowder, probably from the volcano Alaid (a folitary moun- 
tain in the fea, fituatcd about 20 miles fouth-weft of the Lopatka), 
which burns violently at this time (February 1793). It has at 
various intervals emitted fmoke ever fince 1790. The oldeft in- 
habitant does not remember its having done fo before, although 
tradition informs them of its violent eruptions. 

Toward the fource of the Byftria, near the village Malkji, are 
hot fprings, a little way up the afcent of one of the mountains, 
which boil out of the earth in two or three places about a foot 
wide. Similar fprings are feen near the village Natiheke, but 
more extenfive, and forming in their run feveral convenient 
bathing-places. Thefe have a fulphureous fmell; and the ftones 
taken from the bottom of the openings, where the fprings appear, 
are covered with a fhining thin coat, which refembles filver at 
firft, but gets dull and of a dark colour after it has been fome- 
time expofed to the air : the furrounding earth, to the diftance 
of ao fathoms in every direction, is warm, replete with empty 
{hells like thofc of (hails, and a tranfparent glutinous fubftance ; 
as alfo with fpots of loam, whereon any thing heavy being thrown 
finks immediately. South of thefe fprings, about the diftance of 
30 verfts, at the fource of the river Natflieke, is a fandy level 
fpot, with feveral hot fprings, the water of which is faid to be 
brackiih. 

At the diftance of 12 verfts from the village of Paratounca, in 
a direction north-weft, is the difcharge of a deep rivulet of warm 
water, called Klutfhcvoia, navigable for canoes three verfts up- 
wards. 
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wards* It fprings from fcvcral hot water lakes in an extenfire 
plain ; one of which lakes is about 100 fathoms long, and 7 
fathoms wide j very convenient for bathing near the fliore, but 
the middle very deep, and extremely hot. About 20 fathoms 
from this is another, about 5 fathoms by 7, but exceflively hot : 
a body of boiling water iflues through a fquare hole in a ftone at 
the eaftern extremity ; and it has a run into a cold water fpring, 
fo narrow, that you may (land with one foot in each. Ulcers^ 
old and freih wounds, are reputed to heal from bathing in this 
water* I ufcd it for tea, but the flavour was not very agreeable, 
being fomething like that of alum. The hot fprings of Shumat- 
ftiik are fituatcd 90 verfts north of the bay of Avatfha, and flow 
into Kronotfkoi Bay. There are feveral others, but of no note* 

The following are the principal volcanoes : 

Opalfk : I have defcribed this mountain as feen from the fea. 
Its fituation is near the hot fprings ; but itsemifliQa of columns of 
fmoke is of very recent date, and they are not conftant; nor has it 
ever been obferved to blaze. — ^Viluitfli, or Viluitfhifkoi Sopka : this 
feems now completely extinguifhed : — ^Avatflia, 25 miles north 
of the bay, conftantly fends forth a body of fmoke from its fum* 
mit ; as does alfo Tylbat(h, and Klutiheffkoi, or Kamtfhatfkol 
Sopka, both fituatcd near the riven Tylbatfli (frequently written 
Tolballhinfk) is one of the mountains that conftitute the eaftern 
chsda ; but projeds confiderably towards the river. It is more 
lofty than the reft, and has a pointed top* A littte way down it, 
a {harp ridge ftretches away to the north ; from this ridge, and 
the fide of the mountain where it joins, the fmoke iflues. I have 
obferved, in a clear night, a refledion over ky refembling the 
Aurora Borealis. Klutflieflkoi volcano may be reckoned among 
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the higheft peaks, I believe, in the world. It is fituatcd 175 
miles weft of Bering's illand, from which, however, it is diftindly 
feen in clear weather at the time of the fun's fetting : at leaft, I 
am aflured of this by feveral Kamtfhadals who have been on the 
ifland. This volcano is frequently fubje^ to eruptions : in 1789, 
on the 20th November, a great noife preceded an earthquake; 
flames burft forth, with difcharges of fmall ftones and afhes : the 
trembling of the earth and the noife continued, more or kfe, till 
the 23d, when it abated confiderably; but on the 15th February 
1790, it again refumed its former violence until the 21ft: all this 
time earthquakes were felt two or three times in the courfe of 
every 24 hours. — Shcvelutlh is 80 verfts north of Klutiheflkoi : 
this burnt formerly ; but now it feldom happens that fmoke 
iflues from it : this volcano is the fource of two rivulets, the lit- 
ihutlh and Bakus, both of which flow into the Kamtihatka. 

. The number of inhabitants may be ftated as follows, men, 
women, and children : 



At the town (Neizflmoi) 


548 


Oftrog Tigil 


338 


Virchnoi 


226 


Bolihoiretik 


235 


And at Ae harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul 


. 85 


Cblonifts - - - 


255 


Ruffians « • - 


»687 


Kamtlhadate 


^053 



Total - - 2740 

Of the nativM 351 males only pay tribute, or, rather, are living 
on the lift of tSioft who are tributary, according to the revifioa 
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made during the government of Mr. Reinikin, who fucceeded 
Major Behm. The revifor (in 1784), by fome unaccountable 
miftake, has frequently noted the name of one and the fame per- 
fon as the. inhabitant of two or three villages ; and from each 
village thiC tribute is exacted for this man. They have made re- 
peated remonftrances, but in vain : this impofmoU) however, is 
the lead of their fufierings. They are compelled to pafs the 
greater part of their time in procuring neceflaries for their vifi- 
tors. The governor makes his annual circuit round the peoin-* 
fula, and receives a prefent from every individual ; the captain of 
the diftrift goes his rounds twice ; different deputations from the 
courts of juflice, foldiers on furlough, couriers, &c. all travel at 
the expcnce of the poor native, who is compelled to keep an ex- 
traordinary number of dogs for their conveyance. Government 
horfes are quartered at each village, and the inhabitants muft 
provide a ftock of hay for thenu Tlius the Kamtfliadal fcarcelf 
finds time to colled a fupply of food in the fiflxiog feafon for. his 
own family. 

In 1768 the fmall-pox carried off 5368 of the inhabitants ; and 
fince the departure of Major Behm, the court of the interior 
(ZemikcM Sud) has difcovered, that the Kamtfhadals are indeed 
to government the whole tribute for the unfortunate fufferers by 
that diforder, aad lay claims at prefent for the debt. The na- 
tives produce receipts ; but are told, that an ukafe from Irkutfk 
claims the payment They appointed a delegate to lay their 
grievances at the feet of their foverdgn ; he, however, only 
teached Irkutfk, when he was proipife^ redrefs, and fent back 
again : he returned laft year, and is the chief of Shapin&i village, 
a very intelUgeot man, and, I thought, very likely to help me to 
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fome informatloa as to their former cuftoms asd religion, which 
are now quite abolUhed ; nor is their language pure. 

He told me, that the Kamtfhadals called themfeWes Itolmatfh 
(he lays they are the Aborigines of the place), and the defccnd*- 
ants of Newfteach or Newchtflxatfli, and that their God was Ncw- 
fieachtOiitib. Koutka is his intelligent fpirit, the mefTenger of 
Tcngeance to their tcnrmenting demons, and of rewards to the 
^irits of benevolence : he travels about in an invifible carriage 
drawn by flying animals refembling mice, but fmaller than the 
kuman mind can conceive, and fwift as a flafh of lightning. 
** Our Sorcerers (faid he) were obfervers of omens, and warned 
us of approaching dangers, to avert which iacrifices were made 
to the demons: we were then wealthy, contented, and free.** 
He continued his difcourfe dius as nearly as I could tntnflate r 
•* I think our former religion was a fort of dream, of which we 
*^ now fee the reality.^ The Emprefs is God on earth, and her 
^ officers are our tormentors : we iacrifice all that we have to 
^ appeafe their wrath, or wants, but in vain. They have fpread 
^ diforders among us, which have deftrojed our fathers and mo- 
^ thers ; and robbed ua of our wealth and our bappinefs« They^ 
^ have left us no hopes of redteis ; for all the wealth that we 
^ could collect for yeara would not be fufficient to /ecure one 
^^ advocate in our intereftt. who dares reprefent our diflxeis to ou& 
•* fovereign.'* 

Thej are an honeft and hoffntaUe face of men, extremely^ 
fond of mufic and of brandy. One of them^ who condantly ac-^ 
companied mt in my aquatic excurlions, and expended everyr 
farthing of his money in brandy, I oat day faw coming to my 
halHtation ; and, to tempt him, I hid myfelf in an adjoining 
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room, leaving a glafs of brandy upon the table, and a bottle half 
full clolb to it, with fome fea-bifcuit. He cam« in, faw nobody, 
and called me, but obtained no anfwer. Upon which he advan- 
ced to the table, and fmelt to the glafs : " It is brandy,*' faid he, 
** but I will not drink ; and the bottle half full ; wdl, I won't 
•* tafte you; but TU go and feek mafter, and fcold him for 
** leaving you in this manner. Til juft fmell again, and go."— 
I ftepped out of window into the garden, and wpnt to meet him j. 
when he accofted me in the following manner : ** I have been 
** into your room and faw a glafs full of brandy ; perhaps you 
*• won't believe me, but indeed I did not tafte it." — " I dare fay 
" you did." — ^** No, by G — ^ I did not : I knew you would 
** not believe me j but a Kamtftiadal will never take any thing 
** without pcrmiflTon." — " Well, I muft believe you ; will you 
** come and drink it ?" — ** Yes, that I will j but I wanted to fcold 
** you for leaving it fo*" 

They have long fince adopted the manners of the Ruffians, 
affid profefs the Greek religion* Of their former cuftoms there 
only exift their lafclvious dances, and their impure language, with 
part of the drefs. They entertain the greateft veneration for the 
memory of Major Behm, under whofe command they enjoyed 
the prote^ion of a father. At that time Kamtfhatka was go* 
vemed merely by the major and his affiftant, Captain ShmalefF^ 
without any other court of juftice. The revenue of this penin- 
iula was then 40,000 rubles annually, arifing from the tribute of 
the natives, the profits on brandy, and the duty on furs ; which 
fum was remitted to the chancery of Ochotfk : a trading expedi* 
tion in two or more open boats was yearly undertaken by the 
natives, accompanied by the prieft of the peniiifula, to the Kuril 
iflands y from w^nce they obtained fea^otter ikins of a fuperior 
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quality, fcvcral Japancfe articles, and wrought filks. The mer- 
chants who vifited the peninfula brought other neceflari.?s, and 
hard money for the articles of the natives. Brandy not being 
confidered as an article of trade, but a government concern, the 
fale was prohibited ; and, the commander or his affiftant infped* 
ing the tranfadions of the merchants, prevented fraudulent pro- 
ceedings on both fides* About the latter end of the year 1779, 
or the beginning of 1780, Major"Behm returned to St. Peterfburg. 
Major Reinikin fucceeded him in the command, and wi(hed to 
introduce among the natives the culture of the earth, but could 
not fucceed ; he brought potatoe ijpeds with him ; firft grew 
them in his own garden ; and from thence they were abundantly 
diftributed all over the peninfula, with every ipecies of garden 
vegetables, which are cultivated with great fuccefs by the Ruffian 
inhabitants^ 

In the year 1783 a mandate from her Imperial Majefty pr^ 
claimed Neizflini Kamtfliatka a city ; ordained it the feat of go- 
vernment of the country under the chancery of Ochotfk ; offered 
privileges to fuch merchants as chofe to become burghers ; and 
inftituted courts of juftice, eftabtifhmeats better calculated to go- 
vern 300,000 men than 1500, which is about the number of 
male inhabitants. The governor was denominated Gorodnit- 
£hik (mayor) ; and his eftablifhment confifts of a fecretary and 
writers ; a Kaznatfbeftva (exchequer) for the receipt of the re- 
venue, and payment of officers ; a Zemfkoi Sud (court of the 
interior), of which the Ifpravnik, or captain of the diftrid, is pre- 
fident, and in this coun one of the natives is a member to repre- 
fent the whole body ; with a magiftracy to regulate mercantile 
concerns, as already mentioned 
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The falaries allowed by government to the difierent officers are 
as follow : 

The Gorodnitfhik -- - 600 rubles. 

His Secretary - - • 500 

The Kaznatfliae - - 40a 

IfpraToik - - 460 

other officers lefs in proportion ; fome of the writers having only 

24 rubles per annum. 



Price of Articles 179$. 




Kazan. 


Kamtfhatka. 


Linen for ihirts per arfheen * 


18 cop.* 


120 cop. 


Boots per pair 


m 


3. rub. 


12 to 18 rub- 


Thread ftockings do. 




125 cop. 


4 to 5 rub. 


Soap per lb- 


- 


6 cop* 


60 to ICO cop. 


Candles do. 


m 


8 cop. 


80 to 100 cop. 


Tea do. 


■■ 


2 rub. 


12 rub. 


Sugar 


m 


50 cop. 


3 rub. 


Leaf tobacco per lib. 


- 


5 cop. 


3 rub. 


Rye flour, per pood * 


- 


50 


500 cop. 


Wheat do. 


■» 


60 


800. cop. 


Rice per lib. 




10 


100 cop. 



From this ftatement of prices, the impoffiblllty of an officer 
living upon his falary will plainly appear ; he is therefore com-^ 
pelledto find out fome method of increafing his income, at the 
expence of the poor natives. 

One of the captains of the diftrid, who came here withhis 
wife and family, finding himfelf extremely diftrefled, appropriated. 

* A pood k 40 n>. Rufs, or 36 lb. Engliflu xoo copeakt make a ruble ; a coftsit 
nmf be vtckosed little moce than a fiurtbiiig Acrliog.. 9 arihecni make 7. yank. 
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the tribute of one year to his own ufe, and wrote a letter to the 
Emprefs ; dating, that the feverity of the climate, the prices of 
, every article of life, and the wants of his family, had compelled 
him to make ufe of the tribute, confifting of fuch a number of 
fables and fox Ikins for their backs and bellies, which he rather 
x:hofc to do than rob the poor natives (the only alternative). He 
requefted her pardon, and an appointment where he could live 
upon his falary ; and the induftry of his family (of no benefit in 
Kamtfliatka) might help to repay the amount of the articles that 
he had appropriated to his own ufe. The Emprefs ordered the 
governor to give him fuch an appointment, and pardoned him 
on account of the good reafons that he afSgned j but this pardon 
was not to be regarded as a precedent ; for fuch mercy veas not 
to be extended to any future perfon who (hould dare to aft in the 
fame manner. 

The magiftracy receives its income from the burghers and me- 
ihanin. The latter are privileged pedlers (and the colonifts art 
of the number) ; the former are divided into three clalTes, ac- 
cording to the extent of the capital that they give in, upon which 
they pay one per cent 

French brandy is now regarded as an article of trade ; and a 
fpurious fort is carried about the villages of the natives, who 
are very fond of it, and pay for it at the rate of one ruble per 
glafs. 

The Kamtfhadals and refidentiary Ruffians employ themfelves 
during the fummer in catching fifli ; drying fome, and falting 
others for a winter fupply for themfelves and their dogs : in the 
autumn, m making hay for their cattle, coUeding berries, the 
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(Wcct plant, and kiprey; the former is purchafed by govern- 
ment for the diftillery of brandy, at three and four roubles the 
pood when prepared and dried. In the fpring they coHedl 
birds' eggs about the marfties, and particularly among the rocks 
at the mouth of the bay of Avatfha : thefe they preferve all the 
year with oil, as already mentioned. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

The La Flavia departs for Canton. — A Galliot arrives^ and con^ 
veys the Party to Ocbotjky after fomt danger from a Leak. — 
The Author^ with thefirji Party ^ fets forward for Takutjk ; at 
whichy however y he arrives alone^ after encountering much Dif^ 
trefsj and leaving his Companions and his Baggage behind on 
the Road. — A&ively ajfifed by the Commandant and Captain of 
the DiJlriEl. — The Amoor River defcribed. — Arrive at Irkutjk. — 
Sketch of Captain Billings's Expedition acrofs the Land of the 
Tjhutjki. — Arrival at St. Peter/burg. 

On the I ft of June 1793 the La Flavia left the harbour for Can* 
ton. The officers of this {hip and our gentlemen had paiTed a 
very agreeable winter together. Their manners and behaviour 
were gentlemanlike throughout ; nor did any of the inhabitants 
complain o( their want of liberality. 

We were now anxious for our departure alfo, but received 
no intelligence of the arrival of any veflel till the latter end of 
July, when the Conftantine and Helena galliot, under the com- 
mand of Sturman Petuflikoff, came into the bay from Neizfhni 
Kamtftiatka, whither (he had carried a cargo of provifion : fhe 
was now bound to Ochotfk, and put in here on purpofe to take 
us on board. ^ 

We immediately embarked, took leave of our Kamtftiatka 
friends, failed the 2d of Auguft, and arrived the 19th of the 
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fame month at Ochotlk. In this paflTage, however, we had near- 
ly foundered. The galliot, which was ballafted with fand, fprung 
a leak; the pumps were clogged j and the only method was, to 
bale out the water, and the ballaft with it. However, I at length 
difcovered the leak ; and Mr. BakofF, who had been of infinite 
fervice to our Expedition in many cafes, found means to ftop it ; 
but not till the water-cafks, &c. were afloat in the hold. 

Application was made to the commandant for horfes ; and I 
went off, with the charge of the firft party, on the ift day of 
September, having delivered the tribute colleded at Oonalaflika 
to the chancery of the port, and obtained receipts for the fame. 

I had twelve half-ftarved horfes, and Enfign Alexeeff and two 
failors were wkh me. We had extremely bad weather, of wind, 
fnow, and rain, which retarded our progrefs very much; nor 
could we poffibly make more than 20 verfts a day. Several of 
my horfes died on the road ; but I received afliftance from fome 
of the Yakuti, with whom I accidentally fell in as they were 
returning home from Ochotfk with unladen horfes. I arrived at 
Alachune with only three of the horfes that I received at Ochotfk. 
Here I obtained a freih fupply of fuch as were fatigued, and 
hardly able to get on ; and, after fufFering inexpreflible difficulties, , 
leaving my baggage behind in the woods, as alfo my companions, 
in hopes of relief from my endeavours,^ arrived alone at Yakutfk 
the 2d of Odober. I immediately reprefented the deplorable 
fituation in which the parties who were to follow me would, of 
courfe, be placed ; and that they would, probably, be loft, if a 
fupply of horfes were not difpatched diredly for their relief, 
with provifion and other neceflfaries. 
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The commandant, Colonel KozlofF Ugreinin, and the captain 
of the diftrid, Mr. Hornoffky, exerted themfelves to the utmoft ; 
and the fame day about loo horfes were fent to their affiftance, 
and to colledt my fcattered baggage, confiding of all my clothes 
(except thofe which I had on my back), the remains of our gold 
and filver medals, and other valuable articles, I was fupplied 
with ncceflaries by the commandant (whofe clothes fitted me 
very well) until the arrival of my own about the middle of No- 
vember, toward the latter end of which month all the gentlemen, 
with the failors, arrived from Ochotfk. Captain Billings was 
the only officer of our Expedition remaining here, all the reft 
having embarked in the provifion vefliel returning to Vircholenfk. 
During my fhort ftay here, I had an opportunity of feeing the 
Tungoofe head prince, refiding on the Aldan, near the difcharge 
of the river Mayo * ; from whofe intelligence, in addition to the 
information received from Mr. Haufen and other officers of the 
College of Mines, I am enabled to give the following account of 
the Amoor, or Saghaalien. 

This river takes its rife from the Kentaiham mountains, about 
the latitude of 49^, and longitude iio"^, eaft from Greenwich ; 
and is here called the Onon. Its diredion is nearly north-eaft ; 
and at the difcharge of the Nirza, where the city of Nortfliinfk is 
fituated, about the latitude 52^, it bears the name of the Shilka. 
This courfe it continues to the latitude 52^^, its moft northern 
extremity, where the Tungoofe call it Amoor, and the Chinefe 
Saghaalien Ula (Black Mountain River; I prefume, from the oak 
forefts on the mountains hereabout, which the Chinefe call 

♦ Alluded to in page 138. He forwarded fafely a letter dircAcd to Mr. SarctfliefF, fomc- 
where on the coaft of Ochotiky perhaps between the Port and the Aldaoia or Ud riTers. 

Black. 



Digitized by CjOOQIC _ j 

1 



TO THE EASTERN OCEAN, Sic. 317 

Blackwood). From hence it is navigable in veflels of moderate 
fize, having received confiderable fupplies from the torrents 
rufhing down the eaftern and northern mountains, as alfo from a 
very confiderable river flowing from the fouth-weft, and called the 
Argoon, which difcharges itfelf into the Amoor about 180 miles 
eaft of Nertfliinflc. In the vicinity of thefe parts the Ruffians have 
feveral forts. From latitude 52^° to 47t° it flows nearly fouth- 
eaft, receiving in its courfe a number of rivers both eaft and 
weft. The Tfhukir has its fource from this fide of the fame 
mountains as give rife to the Olekma and Aldan * (both empty- 
ing themfelves into the Lena) ; and, flowing nearly fouth, joins 
with the Silempid, which flows from the vicinity of the Ud f, 
keeping nearly a weftern courfe into the Amoon All thefe rivers 
are navigable for boats nearly to their fource. 

The country is very mountainous, but the vallies and plains 
are fpacious and fertile. I am induced to be fo particular with 
regard to thefe rivers, becaufe they form a fecure retreat to fuch 
Yakuti and Tungoofe as are diflfatisfied with their fituations about 
Olekma, Yakutfk, the Vilui, and Ud. Here they enjoy the pro- 
tedlion of the Chinefe, and, I am told, have built feveral ftrong 
places : and, as they are very numerous, they form no inconfider- 
able advance guard to the Chinefe frontiers. 

In the year 1787, there migrated to China, from the diftrids 
of Olekma, Yakutfk, and the Vilui, more than 6000 Yakuti, with 
all their pofleffions X. Thefe circumftances have led me into a 

♦ Sec page 24. f The Ud flows into the fea of Ochotfk. 

J This inteUfgence I. obtained, in the houfc of the Ifpravnik Mr. Hornoffky, from 
MeflVs. Evcrs and Kyfhkin, both' afleffors in the Ruffian fervice. 

Ticfc migrations certainly reduce the number of Tartars tributary to RuiSa. 

digreffion 



Digitized by 



Google 



3i8 . ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION 

digrciTion from the Amoor ; and before I return to thkt fubjed 
I fhal! prcfume to hazard a conjedure, that fome future traveller 
may difcover in thefe parts a nation of people unknown before, 
who from their mixture of Yakuti, Tungoofe, Burati *, Manz- 
fliuri, and Chinefe, may form a new language of their own. 
The immenfe tradls of fertile land uninhabited and uncultivated 
will lead the emigrants to feled fuch places as are mod likely to 
produce every means of fupport ; and they may be of great aflift- 
ance to the Chinefe by cultivating of corn, &c. The low coun- 
try, however, labours under the difadvantage of being fubjed to 
inundations, and earthquakes are very frequent. 

No rivers of any importance join the Amoor from the eaft, 
except the two above mentioned. ^ The Nonni Ula, however, a 
very large river, which ta^es its rife about the latitude of 51% 
and longitude 123^, makes a coynfiderable inland circuit, and 
empties itfelf into the Amoor at its fouthern extremity, about the 
latitude of 47 1*"- Another confiderable river, the Ufuri, lofes 
itfelf in the Amoor nearer its eftuary, about latitude 48^^. It 
rifes from the lake Hinka, and has a communication, after a fhort 
day's journey by land, with the fea of Japan. It now flows in 
its own channel north-weft into the fea of Ochotfk, about the la- 
titude of 52 1^, oppofite the ifland Sagha-alien. ' This river is 
well ftocked with fifli, and its borders are covered with forefts of 
oak, walnut, birch, and different forts of pines. The foil i§ very 
rich, the climate mild and healthy. The inhabitants of thefe 
parts of the coaft, as alfo of Corca, and the contiguous illands, 
are not very numerous, but extremely hofpitable and good na- 
tured, and carry on a trade with the interior for ra.ere aeceflfaries,. 

• Sec page 19. 
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The Kamtfliadals, who have vifited the fouthern Kuril iflands, 
fpeak very favourably of the honefty and kindnefs of the inhabi- 
tants. I hope ^ however^ that IJhallJlill be able to give a better ac- 
count ofthefe unknown regiofu bereajier^from perfonal obfervaiion. 

I remained in Yakutlk with Captain Billings till the 2d of 
January 1794, when we departed in fledges for the city of Ir- 
kutfk, where we arrived about the middle of the fame month, 
and met with all the officers of the Expedition, 

We were here informed, that Lord Macartney was in China 
on an embaflfy from Great Britain, which led to various con- 
jectures ; but had I received any intimation of his being expeded 
there while I was in Kamtfhatka, or at Ochotflc, I (hould mod 
certainly have paid my perfonal refpedls to His Excellency in 
Pekin. 

The following is all the intelligence that I could procure of 
Captain Billings's expedition a'^^'^i the land of the Tfhutflci ; and 
for it I am indebted to the journal of one of the party. 

Auguft 13.—" At nine o'clock this morning we departed from 
the bay of St, Laurence, and firfl croflTed to the fouth-fide, when 
the baidars were hauled fometimes by the Tfliutfki, and fome- 
times by hamefled dogs running along the beach. We palTed 
three villages belonging to the natives, and halted at a fourth for 
the night. The huts were dug under ground, and covered with 
earth. ^ They were of a fquare form, with a fire-place in the 
middle, and four large ftones made the hearth. They have no 
wood, but bum the bones of whales, pouring the oil of fea ani- 
mals 



Digitized by 



Google 



32© ACCOUNT OF AN EXPEDITION 

mals upon them. Each fide of the hut contains a polog, or low 
tent, made of leather, to fit and fleep in. 

" Our firft arrival among them did not promife much happi- 
nefs in their company; for, not knowing their language, we 
were obliged to treat with them by figns *, for fuel, water, &c. to 
boil our food, and pay for it * immediately. Ohferving our good 
nature, and want of power, however, they at length took a liking 
to the buttons on our coats, which they cut off without ceremony ; 
they alfo ftole our fnuff- boxes ; and without any hefitation paid 
a vifit to our portmanteaus, in hopes of fiinding tobacco and 
iron. 

" The men were tall and ftout, drefled in a neat park (refem- 
bling a carter's frock), made of the fkins of diflferent animals 
bordered, tight pantaloons of doe-fkin, and boots of feal-fkin ; 
the head uncovered, and the hair cut fliort^ The warrior has hia 
legs and arms punftured, fo as to denote the number of the 
enemy that he has flain, and the p^foners he has taken, 

." The women were alfo well made, above the middle fize, 
healthy in their appearance, and by no means difagreeable in thjeir 
perfons. Their drefs was of doe-fkin, with the hair on ; and 
one garment covered their limbs and their body : this is a park, 
with roomy pantaloons fcwn to it, and fleeves down to the wriftsw 
They put the legs into the opening at the neck, where it ties, as 
alfo below the knee. Long boots of rein-deer's legs, with the 
hair on, are drawn up, and tie over the above drefs at the knee* 
They wear their hair parted, and in two plats, one hanging over 

* I cannot concern where Da^etkin,. tlKir iaterpretcr, wai at tluVtimc* 

each 
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\ TO THE JEASTERN OjCE^N, &c. 3M 

each fliouldcr, tlieir arms and face being punflutjed Very neatly*, 
though almoft every one differs from anotjier in the fig^^reg. 
They, wore necklaces^ and had firings of heads, fufpended from 
the ears, as alfo iron or brafs rings round the wrift* 

" Augiift 14. — At eight o'clock this morning we proceeded in 
our boats, or baidars, entered the bay of Metftiikma, and obferved 
on the oppofite ftiore (an ifland) a village of the fame name. We 
croffed this bay^ and arrived at the camp of the Rein-deer Tfliut* 
Iki, who were to be our guides acr ofs the country. 

" Our reception by thefe people was very ftrange. At firft 
they oppofcd our landing ; old and young, boys and girls, crying 
out and throwing ftones in the fea. After they had done this 
for fome time, the chief (who is nam^ Imlerant) appeared, with 
feveral old men, and made two fires; then took our commanddr 
by the hand, and led him over one of the fires ; took off his own 
park, and put it upon Giptsun Billings, who, in return, put a. 
clean fhirt upon the chief: this exchange of drefs is cohfidered as 
a mark of fnendlhip and mutual protedtion. The ceremony of 
crofling the fires was impofed on every one of us ; and all' our 
baggage, provifion^ &c. was alfo handed acrofs them. The chief 
thea placed before us large pieces of boiled deers' meat extremely 
fat J and, to (hew our fenfe of his hofpitality, we prefented him 
ivith tobacco, beads, aiid needles. * ' 

^* At the fetting of the fun they commenced racing and wreft- 
ling: it was hot a race for fpeed, but running round a ring for 

* The annexed £horAvin6» taken from an original Drawing, will (hew the appearance 
af thli their Ciihionabk ornament. 

T t a con- 
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a confiderable time ; and he who held out the longeft was the 
hero, and had the upper feat afligned him. The wreftler who 
overcomes all the reft is reckoned the moft favoured, as among 
the Yakuti. 



Ci 



15th,— Imlerant, the chief, received the following prefents to 
divide among the people : 2 poods of iron ; 2 poods of tobacco ; 
about an equal quantity of beads ; ear-rings, trinkets, and needles. 
Ouf interpreter was defired to tell them, that, in return, we 
hoped they would aflift us with food, warm clothing, and every 
neceflary in their power ; and, without any attempts to infult, 
condud; us fafely acrofs their country. 



cc 



1 6th, 17th, 1 8th, and 19th, we had rainy weather. 20th, 
the herds of rein-deer were driven towards the camp, or tents, 
and halted on their arrival at the rivulet: upon which, two 
.men went out with fire, and two women with fmall buckets of 
oil ; fires were made, and the deer driven acrofs them and the 
rivulet to the tents ; when a round inclofure was made by the 
chief of each herd with the fledges of the men, and the differ- 
ent herds were driven into the refpedive inclofures j the women's 
(ledges were placed between them and the fea. Fuel was now 
added to the fire ; the elder chl«f feized one of the deer, and 
gave it to his eldeft fon, who led it towards the fea, ftabbed it 
with his fpear on the left fide, and then loofened it. They pay 
particular attention to the manner of the deer's falling ; if on the 
right fide, and it dies eafy, they fuppofe that it portends good 
fortune, and fuccefs in their undertaking j but if it falls on the 
left fide, or is convulfed, the omen is not propitious. This ex- 
ample was followed by the owner of every herd, each taking a 
handful of the blood of the ftabbed deer, which they threw firft 

towards 
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TO THE EASTERN OCEAN, ice. 313 

towards the fun, then to the fea^ and lafUy to the mountains. 
When they had finiflied this ceremony, and did not purpofe kill- 
ing more, the women fkinned and cleaned the deer, and made 
fires where they had been flaughtered (every one feparate). They 
boiled meat, and rubbed the marrow on the faces of their idols, 
which they call Gir Gir (God). They have different gods, — ^as, of 
fire, of good and of evil. The idols are pieces of wood of differ- 
ent forms, with faces cut out, and ferve for making fires by 
friction. 

" The next day (20th Auguft) they had a ceremonious feaft. 
At fevepr in the morning three of the flaughtered rein-deers* 
heads (with the horns on, and the whole fkin adhering) were 
placed on little benches, with two of the legs of the deer; where- 
upon, four of the oldeft chiefs took each a tambour, and began 
beating, walking gently round, and muttering fome words, raifihg 
the voice by degrees ; at laft they became clamorous, and danced. 
Having continued fome time, the hoft went to the fmall tents 
(which are covered without light) and afked thofe fitting there, 
•* How arc you T* We could not obtain any explanation of th6 
meaning of any part of this ceremony. Upon his opening the 
polog, thofe fitting within it anfwered, " Chaiyua, chai-yua, chai- 
yua, lewnom lewnom ;*' which is, further, and further, and fur- 
ther^ — better and better. After he had gone to all the fmall 
tents, they continued the ceremony, as above, for a confiderable 
time ; and, upon finifliing, the hoft Imlerant went to our com- 
mander, took him by the hand, and faid, — ^^ We old men pro- 
** nounce from our obfervation, that all your undertakings will 
^ be attended with fuccefs arid good fortutie j and God has fent, 
** for our benefit, the Ruffians amongft us in a friendly manner, 
^ for the firft time, to explore our fea^ and reward us with li- 

T t 2 i« berality. 
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<c 



bcrality, God fend that we may be infeparablc allies for 



« ever*/* 



•* Captain Billings immediately hung a medal round the neck 
of the chief, and aflured the people of the protedion of Her Im- 
perial Majefty, if their behaviour proved their fpeech to be fm- 
cere : upon which, they all bowed their heads, and cried out, 
" Chayua Icwnom, lewno lewnom ;" then they began dancing and 
finging, men, women, and virgins, till nine o'clock in the 
evening. 

** The 2 2d, Captain Billings, Dr. Merck, Sturman Batakofl^ 
Draftfman Varonin, and a failor, went to the village of Met- 
ihikma ; from which place Mr. Batakoff was fent to furvey the 
bay. 

•* The 23d, we went on the hill to fee the winter habitations 
of the ftationary Tfhutlki, who ftill refide in their tents. Here 
were four earthen huts ; but three of them fo extremely filthy, 
that we could not enter. One, however, we got into ; the en- 
trance of which was formed like a watch-houfe with eieO: bones 
of whales ; perhaps it is covered in bad weather. It was a hole 
dug in the easth^ eight feet fquare^ and fix feet deep. The roof 
confifted of whales' ribs and cheek-bones arched, nine feet high 
in the centre ; the fupporters alfo were whales' bones. There 
was a bench on each fide; and the floor confifled of boards, 

* Nicholai Daucrkm was interpreter. He it a native of the Tihutfki ^ vns taken pri* 
fpncr when young, educated in Irkutik, and (Sent beck to Anadirik, with the rank of fer- 
jeant, to be interpreter between the Ruffians and his own nation. This fpeech appears 
to me quite in the ftile of this man himfelf, and I much doubt the truth of hil interpret 
tatiom 

foms 
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fome of which lifted up for an entrance to the cellar, where they 
keep oils and their winter flock of provifion, there was no fire-^ 
place, but a large difh ftpod in each corner for the purpofe of 
burning oil *. Part of the roof was ofnaaieritcd with drawings 
of baidars, fifhes, deer, fledges, &c. We remained here till the 
a5th, when wc returned to the tents of our guides^ 



<i 



Auguft 26. — ^The Tftiutlki thought proper to remove for- 
ward, and we proceeded to the top of a mountain 2 verffs and 
25 fathoms, as meafured by a line* Here we remained all 
the 27thr 

•* On the 28lh proceeded on our journey, and croflcd sL 
mountain overgrown with mofs. The next day we were joined 
by five tents of natives, and remained in this place till 

^ September 4, when we travelled one verft an3 a quarter, and 
halted all the aext day. 

*• On the 6th we travelled by the fide of a rivulet no great 
diftance^ and halted till the ioth« The lakes were now frozen' 
over, and we had 7^ of frofL 

" September i r. — ^At eight this morning three reindeer were- 
killed with great ceremony, as a facrifice for the recovery of 
Owmulrat, foa to one of the chiefs, who was taken ill. As foen^ 
as they had fkinned them, they placed the fick man between the 
three heads, fo. that his park, or g^urment, was over them. Aw 

* The firflrtuts they entered bad a fire-place m die middle. 

old 
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old woman whifpered in the ears of the deer, and then walked 
round him, with lighted dried branches of juniper buflies. 

" 1 2th, The whole of laft night was paffed by a foircerer in 
incantations for the recovery of the fick man* This night was 
pafled in the fame manner, and the magician was paid with rein* 
deer. 



cc 



i€ 



13th, We remained in the fame (ituation. 



14th, At nine o^clock this morning the favourite dog of 
Awmulrat was facrificed, being ftabbed in the fame manner as 
the rein- deer ; blood from the wound was thrown thr^e ways ; 
the ikin was taken off, the body ripped open, and the entrails 
examined. At noon the head was wrapped in the fkin, and the 
lick man led round the dog, having anointed his head with 
blood. 

*• 1 6th, We travelled three verfts and a half, and halted. 

^ 17th, We made one verft over a mountain, and came pretty 
near the bay of Met(hikmm again* 

•* 1 8th, Halted again. This evening, at eight o'clock, ftrong 
north lights appeared. 

^ 19th, We travelled clofe to the bay of Metfhikma.** 

The Journal continues in the fame manner, without fpecifying 
any particulars, or mentioning in what diredion, until the 4th 

Odobcr, 
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Odober, when they were joined by the other interpreter Kobe- 
lefi; (a Coffac Sotnik *). 

" 0£tober the 5th, Captain Billings and Kobeleff went on be- 
fore with 17 hedges loaded with the whole of the Captain's bag- 
gage. {From this time the party behind the Captain feem to 
have fuffered materially, with regard to food, &c. ; and on the 
9th the Tfhutlki ftole the meafuring lines.) 

" 1 2th, Imlerant, the chief, and his wife, went on with 12 
fledges to overtake Captain Billings, to obtain fome tobacco, 8cc. 
and to tell him to wait. We this day came to the river Ugnei, 
which falls into the bay of Klutchenie, and left the river on the 
left hand. Upon our halting for the night, the Tfhutfki com- 
pelled us to go back to the river, to feek on its borders fome 
bmfli-wood to drefs food. We had much fnaw and wind. 

" 13th, This day we crofled three lakes ; the firftof 300, the 
fecond 400, and the third 300 fathoms. We now fuffered 
confiderably, and could plainly perceive it to be our interpreter 
Dauerkin's fault; who, when we halted for the night, affumcd 
a right to prevent our getting meat j telling us, that we fhould 
not have any, becaufe we bad not colleded wood« Hitherto we 
had received frozen meat. 

" 14th, Arrived at the bay of Klutflxenie f. 



• Commander of a hundred. 

f I belkve that the entrance of this bay forms the extreme point of Afiatic bod fee» 
by Captain Cook, and called by him Cape North. 
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«* 15th, Wc turned from the bay to the weft, after travelling 
its borders to fome diftance, and pafTed the night by a rivulet. 

*« 1 6th, On account of bad weather, halted. 

** 17th, Crofled a mountain and two rivulets, and halted by a 
lake. 

" 1 8th, After crofling a mountain, we came to a confidcrable 
river called Chainana *, but we were 70 verfts from its difchargc. 
This day we had nothing but raw meat allowed us, which we ate 
in a frozen ftate. 

^' The 2ift we overtook Captain Billings* He diftributed 
prefents of tobacco, &c. among the Tfhutiki^ who readily pro- 
mifed to feed us well, and u(e us better ; upon which he again, 
on the 2 2d, went forward with Kobeleflf and the Sturman*s ailift- 
ant GilleeE 



cc 



23d, Numbers of Tfhutiki pafled us, and pitched their tents 
at no great diftance. The chief of our party went to them ; and 
hie brother robbed us of almoft every thing that we had. How- 
ever, he gave us plenty of meat, boiled and raw. 



a 



u 



24th, The chief returned, and we crofled a mountain. 
25th, 26th, 27th, Halted. 



* I Uke this to be the river that fidls into the Icy Sea, a h'ttle weftward of Klutfiienie 
Baj.— N. B« I obferrei that this river, on the Rullian charts, i$ called Amga Yan. 

8 " 28th, 
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** 28th, We this day came to a rivulet where we ohferved 
numbers of Tfhutfki. 



<c 



€i 



29th, Halted, 



30th, At nine A. M. the chief and I went on to Captain 
Billings, and received tobacco, beads, &c. Upon which we re- 
turned to our comrades, and went to feek a feeding-place f(M: 
our deer. 



«c 



30th and 3 1 ft. Halted. 



" November ift, Halted. The reafon of halting now, I was 
informed, was, to kill deer for the parties going to the Kovima, 
which was 250 * verfts diftant from this place. 

" 2d, I vras fent forward, under the charge of the fifter of the 
chief, vnth two fledges, and went about three verfts, when wc 
halted, and were afterwards joined hj the reft* 

•* 3d, Halted. The 4th travelled, I fuppofe, about 16 verfts* 

" 5th, Came to a large river, about which feveral parties of 
Tfliutfki were travelling. We halted near a confiderable body of 
them, having travelled, I believe, about 20 verfts/* 

The journal goes no farther; and I had no opportunity of 
procuring any explanation j but I believe this is the place where 
one attempt was made to maflacre the travellers; in all probability, 

* Perhaps the river Angarka is meant inftead of the Kovima. 

U u through 
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through the perfuafions of Dauerkin * ; but the other interpreter, 
KobelefF, fufpefting their defigns from their motions and their 
converfation, acquainted Captain Billings with their intention, 
and immediately called the chiefs, told them that he knew what 
they were about, and faid, " We are all ready to die ; but re- 
member, our bones will be found, and raifed by the Ruffians, 
although you bum them to afhes." Upon hearing this fpeech of 
KobelefT's, they confulted together, and continued their journey, 
promifmg not to kill them. 

The other remarks made by the writer of the journal that I 
have tranflated, are fuch as I have already taken notice of; except 
that the large baidars of the ftationary Tihutlki are all made of 
one fizc, and upon one plan, covered with the hide of the walroCj, 
and rowed with eight paddles. Befide thefe, they have fuch 
covered ones as the Aleutan iflanders have, with one and two 
feats, but much heavier. The wandering tribes confider them- 
felves more independent than the ftationary, and will not allow 
their wives or flaves to have any intercourfe with ftrangers j while 
the ftationary tribes admit of this without any kind of hefitation, 
particularly with their flaves. Thefe, however, are treated very 
differently from fuch as are free ; and it fometimes happens, that 
when the latter are not fatisfied with their fituation, they leave 
one man and go to another. I cannot give any further informa- 
tion refpeding thefe people. 

At Irkutfk evtry poffible difpatch was nfed to finijQb the part 
of our bufmefs which depended upon that government j and at 

* It 18 my opinioni that this man, who was of a full en , jealous, and revengeful difpofi* 
tioD, found himfelf hurt by the confidence which the travellers placed in Kobeleff. He had 
entertained thoughts of rewarding his Tihut/ki friend, and appearing a man of confcquence 
among his countrymen ; in which, however, he was completely difappointed. 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



TO THE EASTERN OCEAN, &c. 331 

the latter end of the month of January we fet out for St. Peters- 
burg by the fame route which we had taken hither. The Siberian 
inhabitants appeared rather more fhy than they were in 1786; 
perhaps owing to the feafon, it being lent. They alfo com- 
plained, that their intercourfe with the Mongals was not fo open 
as formerly^ the latter having retired to the Chinefe frontiers. 
The Tartar women about Tara were preparing nettles, and fpin- 
ning thread from the fibres ; the linen made of which was fine 
and good, apparently equal to that made of flax. I have already 
mentioned the neat carpets then made by thefe induflrious people* 

I was furprifed at the appearance of detached families of Gipfies 
throughout the government of Tobollk j and upon inquiry I 
learned, that feveral roving companies of thefe people had ftrolled 
into the city of Tobolfk. The Governor thought of eftablifliing 
a colony of them ; but they were too cunning for the fimplc 
Siberian peafant ; which induced him to feparate each family. 
He placed them on the footing of the peafants, and allotted a por- 
tion of land for cultivation, with a view of making them ufeful to 
fociety. They, however, reje<a houfes even in this fevere climate, 
and dwell in open tents or flieds ; nor can they be brought to any 
regular courfe of induftry ; but they watch every traveller, and 
pretend to explain the myftcries of futurity, by palmiftry or phy- 
fiognomy. The peafant dreads their power, and from motives 
of fear contributes to their fupport, left they fhould fpoil his 
cattle and horfes. It is faid, that they are very feilful farriers 
and cowleeches. 

I obferved the whole way back a confiderable diminution of 
trees ; and in the vicinity of Ekaterineburg, and all the iron ma- 
nufaftories, where the road led through forefts that appeared on 

4 either 
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either fide impenetrable^ we now croffed plains where hardly a 
tree was left (landing : this was the cafe nearly contiguous to the 
new made towns, and on the borders of the navigable rivers. 
Iramenfe quantities of timber are floated down the Volga into 
the Cafpian and the Sea of Azof, for private and public ufes, as 
alfo for further exportation ; and, as the generality of buildings 
throughout the interior of Ruflia and Siberia are conftruded of 
timber, fires frequently confume whole towns and villages ; nor 
have they any other fuel than wood ; for, notwithftanding pit- 
coal is in many places in great abundance, it is never made ufe 
of. It would be greatly to the advantage of the country to en- 
force the building with more fdid materials, and to encourage the 
ufe of coal for firing ; particularly for the different works that 
confume much fuel *. 

I arrived in St. Peterflburg on the loth March 1794, fo very 
much affliSed with the rheumatifm, from a cold caught at Ir- 
Jcutfk, that in regard to adion I was reduced to the helplefs 
fituation of an infant. The kind attendance, however, of Dodor 
Rogers, and the friendly afliilance of the Britifli merchants in that 
city, who are fo eminently diftinguiflied for their unbounded hof- 
pitality, alleviated every pain, lefiened every difficulty, and pre- 
vented the miferies of penury from being added to my mis- 
fortunes. 

♦ Since my return from tlie Expedition^ I have "been conibuitly trayelling about the 
Ibuthcm borders of Ruflia» aadbave (een piecet of pit- coal in the Oka and Volga rivers; 
«nd all the country between the Dor and the Black Sea is replete with coaL Regular pits 
are funk about 200 verfts north of the fca of Azof, by Englifhmcn in the employment of 
Mr. Gafcoigne, for the ufe of the Black Sea Beet^ and of ao iioo foundery lately built near 
ihc river Dontti. 

APPEN- 
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APPENDIX^ 



No. I. 



VOCABULARY 



OF THE 



YUKAGIR, YAKUT, AND TUNGOOSE (OR LAMUT) LANGUAGES, 



N. B. Cb mull always be pronounced like the German cb.^^Ii% always 0iort«. 



God 

Father 

Mother 

Son 

Daughter 

Brother 

Sifter 

Hufband 

Wife 

Maiden 

Boy 

Child 



Man 

Men 

Head 

Face 

Nofe 



English. 



Yakagtr. 


Yakut. 


Tungoofe* 


ChaU 


Tangra 


Gheooki 


£(chea 


Agam 


Amai 


Amea 


lya 


Eni 


Antoo 


Oal 




Marhloo 


Keefim 


Ghoorka* 


Tfliatflia 


Oobagim 


Akan 


Pawa 


Agafim 


Ekin 


Yadoo 


Erim 


Edec 


Alwaley 


Yaghtarim 


Akee 


Vaiendendi, Marchet Keefa 


Choorkan 


Luhundx 


Ogo 




Lukoolu (in arms) 


Kutu ogo, little boy 


Eootian 


Uwa (beginning to 






walk) 






Toromma 


Kiflfc 


Bey 


Toronmia 


Kiflbelar 




lok 


Bafs 


Del 


Neatiha * 


SIrai 


Itti 


longul 


Mooron 


Pgot 


• Neatfliaga, the (kin of any animal 






U] 





Noftrils 
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Engliflu 


Yukajir. 


Yakut 


Tongoofe. 


^ftrils 


longundangil 


Tani 


K-elon 


Eye 


Angzflia 


Eafak 




Eyebrow 


Angzfhabuguelbi^ 
alfo eyeiafhes 


Chat 


Karamta 


Ear 


Oonomma 


Kugach 


Korot 


Forehead 


I-6anguit(bel 


Suis 


Omkat 


Hair 


Manallac 


Afiim 


Nioorit 


Cheeks 


Moonendz(hi 


Singak 


Antiliin 


Mouth 


Anga^ 


Aiyach 


Amga ^ 


Throat 


Tonmul (hunger 
tonmulla) 


Kaima 


Belga 


Lips 


Anghenmooga 


Ooas 




Teeth 


Thdy 


Tees 


It(h 


Tongue 


Onnor 


Till 


Enga 


Beard 


Angenbuguelbi 


Buitik 


Tfliurkan 


Neck 


Jomuel 


Moinun? 


Mivon 


Shoulder 


Nungenmooga 


Saning 


Mir 


Elbow 


ItOie-endamey 


Tongonock 


Etfhen 


Arm 


Nungean 


lUi 




Hand 


Nugan , 




Gal 


Fingers 


Pe-endit(ha 




Kabr 


Finger-nails 


Onzfliil 


Tingradi 


Ofta 


Bread 


Melud 


Tuefs 




BeUy 
Back 


Lieril 


Oflbgo 


Oor 


Jcwoghi 


Sies, Kochfui 


Ncri 


Feet 


Noel 


Attach 


Boodcl 


Knee 


Tlhorkel 


Uuelgeflb 




Heart 


Tfliooenzfha 


Surach 


Mewan 


Stomach 


Nimengfliina(ha 


Mungra 




Blood 


{^iopkul 


Ghan 


Soogtal 


Milk 


I witihi 


Ee-ut 


Ookiooln 


Skin, hide 


Chary alfo clouds 


Tin 


Nandra 


Meat 


Tfliul, alfo body 


Et 


Oolra 


Bones 


Amun 


Umok 


Iprec 


Hearing 


Moedik, heard, alfo 
felt 


Iflit 


Ifni 


Seeing 


Umat, feen 


Anar, Koer 


Igooryn 


Tafting 


Tfhangitfti, tafte 


Amtan 


Amtam 


SmeHtng 


Lcmlcmoodcl, fmcll 


Sitta, Seligan 


Moyeni 


Felt 


Mocdik 


Iftebin 




Voice 


Orni 


KoenK>ya 
7 


Delgan 
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Talking 
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Talking 

Name 

Scream, crying out 

Outcry 

Noife 

Crying 

Tears 

Laughter 

Sneezing 

Scratching 

Trembling 

Singing 

Sighing , 

Whittling 

Lie down 

Go 

Stand 

To Sleep 

Dream, fleeping 

Jumping 

Holding 

Running 

Dancing 

Love 

Lover 

Glad 

Joy 

Sorrpw 

Pain^ 

Trouble 

Work 

Lazinefs 

I 

Thou 

He 

We 

Ye 

Eating 

•^Cliou eatcft 

To drink 

To feed 



APPENDIX. No. I. 




Yukagir. 


YakwL 


Tuftgoofc. ' 


Aniak 


Ittare,fpcak,Kapfir 




Neve 


Aatta 


Gerbin 


Orinak 


Sangarda 


Irkan 


Orool 


Kittanar 


Mogandra 


Mungzflia 


Yedeimeng 


Ooldaii 


I-veUek • 


Ittir 




Angzhanondz ihi 






No-ok, laughing 


Koillcr 




Tfliangnui 


Ittereer 




PandaJitfh 






Lirkundzflii 


Tittirir 




Jagtak 


Toy 


Ikail 


Ningclamoditfll 






TfliundzQia 


Iffir 




Kondak 


Sit 




Ingherghodak 


Bar 


ChoorS ' 


Onghak 


Tur 




lunzihul 


Tui 


Ookladu 


I-unz(huk 


OomkelU 


Ooklean 


Moenmoenga 


Ekerek 




Ma-ik 


Tut 




Tfliucnzflii 


Suir 




Longdok 


Inkulte 




Anoorak 


Tapta 


Googemoa 


Anooroh 


Taptafabit 




I-ak 


Yarabin 




I-ai 


Yurdim 




Artfhetfliunzftia 


Sanangatim 




Joaifli 


Irridim 


Eyen 


Ankorfy 


Irridenim 


Choonatfli 


Ooil 


Illulatim 


Goorgaldea 


Alangnae 


Surugaldzfhitim 


Ban 


Matak 


Min 


Bee 


Tat 


En 


Boo 


Tundal 


Ginne 


Nongenatfhe 


Mltck 


Buiffiga 


Nonganoobc 


Titlak 


^ Iffige 


Ellia 


Langdal, ate 


Affibin 




Tatlak 


Afla 




Ondzfliok 


Iffiem 


Koldakoo 


Sagetak 


Afliapin 


1 



w 



Taking 
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EngUih. 


Yukagir. 


Yakut. 


TungoaiK 


Taking 


MendzQiit 


niiem 




Carrying 


Moream 


Ildzfhi 


Ghenoom 


Throwing 


Potfliitfliik 


Brach 




Giving 


Keick 


Beer 


Omool 






Give me aghal 


- 


To cut 


Tfliok 


Buis 


Minadai. 


Hiding 


Angitak. 


Kiftya 




Beating 


Eogdak 


Sienem 


Madia 


Strength 


Tonbof 


Kuiftak 


Egooi 


Birth 


Oo4nge 


Terretpuifc 


EkzOiecaa* 


Race of people 


Ommo 


Omung 


Beyil 


Marriage 


Torroi 


Eurum 


Awlaa. 


Widow 


PoondalvoUc 


Erinafoch Yagtar 




Life 


Liak 


OllorupMt 


Inni. 


Body 


TOiul 


Ettim 




Spirit or fo«l 


Lieu(ha 


Tina 




Death 


Amda 


Elbuta 


Eokan 


Age 


Ligai 


Eerdzfhagaf 


Sagdi 


Youth 


Andelgolm 


Edder 


Noolfoolktfliaiii 


Large <a great 


Tfliomoi 


Oolachan 


Ekzfham 


SmaU 


Lukun 


Kutfhugai 


Nukifhookan. 


High 


Pudanniai 


Irduk 


Gooda 


Low 


Ledemnic 


Namtfhiltfliak 


Netkookak. 


Cold 


Pondzfhctlh 


Timnec 


Iguin 


Warm. 


Pugatlh. 


Ettegas . 




Hot 


Pugatih 


Itti 


Ghochfitti 


Health 


Tauritih (good) 


well Ellerbuin^ Ittugai 


Abgar 


Malice 


Erritfli 


Kuttir. 


Booktflialranu 


Stupid 


tventOi 


Mcnnek 




Wife 


Onmannoig 


Kerfie 




Agreeable 


Naintallitfh 


Ittugai 


Ariooldoohi 


Sharp 


Natfhennce 


Sitti 




Round- 


Porane 


'J ungruk 




Circle 


Pomdzftioicne 


Tungrutfliu 


Mewreat 


Ball 


Loatfha 






Light (weight) 


Arrangia- 


Tfliiptfhlk 


AiniLooa< 


Heavy 


Ningoin 


Oorachan 




Strong 


Addi 


Kittanach 




Weak 


Nondri 


Meltoch 




Tight 


Iklon 






Tbia 


Ke-ivej. 


Sinnegas- 





Thick 
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Englidi. 


Yukagir. 


Yakut. 


Tun2<oofe« 


Thick 


Inglon 


Soan 


Derom 


Broad 


Kanbunnoi 


Kedl 




Quick 


Omdufc 


Turgan 


Oomufhat 


Gentic 


Anindzflia 


Argooi ' 


Etnioo 


White 


Po-inxiei 


Irungk 


GBltadi 


Black 


Aimaivi 


Chara 




Red 


Kelenni 


Kafil 


Koolani 


Grean 


T(hakolonni> alfo 
yellow 


Keoch 


Tfhulban 


Blue 


Lubanzflianni 


Keochtinoo 




Sui> 


Jelonftia 


Kuin 


Nultian 


Moon 


Kininfha 


Ooi 


Begh 


Stars 


Lerungundihia 


Solus 


Ofikat 


Sky 


Kund&u 


Chaltan 


Gioolbka 


Fog 


Tarrel 


Kudon 




Clouds 


Char 


BuUit 




Sun's ray. 


Jelondfliendigiar 




Elganee 


Wind 


lUejennie 


TyU 




Blowings 


Pookindftii 


Kotuur. 




Whirlwind 


Jadondajendelaia^ 




Ghuee 


Storm 


Tfliemondilaia 




Khuga> 


Steam 


Leutfhenni (mift)) 




Okfin 


Rain 


Tiba 


Samir 


Oodan 


Thaw 


Nunbur 


Chafing : 


- 


Hail 


Jarchandiva^ 


ToUon 


Bota 


Thunden 


Rendu 


Eting 


Aflidoo 


Lightning 


Borongillc^ 


Tfliagilgattf 


Tapkitan 


Snow 


PukoeUi 


Char 


Imandra 


Ice 


lirka 


Booa 


Bookus 


Fire 


Lotfher 


O-at 




Light 


Pt)nd{hirka, alfo day Sirdik 




Shadow. 


Ivi 


Kuluk 




Dark 


Emmitfti 


KLharanga . 




Day 


Pondfliirka 


Kuin 


Ihing 


Night 


Emmel 


Tuin 


G6lban . ' 


Morning : 


Unhaiel 


Erdee 


Tek 


Evening 


Poinjuletfk 


Ke-efle 


Moorak 


Eaft 


Jelongedukfliimb% 
fun rife- 


Kuintachferra . 




Weft 


Aivinda 


Onga 




North 


I^edinda . 


Ulin: 





South 
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Erglijh, 


Yukagir. 


Yaktit. 


Tung<»<V. 


South 


Pondzfhirka pntd 
(mid-day) 


Sogrce 




Sumrficr 


Puga 


Sacin, foyin 


Anganal 


Winter 


ZOiendflia 


Kifun 




Autumn 


Nada 


Kuiffin, kuifan 




Spring 


Pora 


Saas 




Year 


Ncjunmolgul 


Sil 


Angan 


Time 


Indada 


Tihitflilmtihcc 




liartii 


Levje 


Sirr 


Tor 


Water 


Ondzftii 


Oo 


Moo 


Sea 


Tfliobul 


Baighal 


Nam 


Lake 


Jalgyl 


Koel 




River 


Onnong 


Yiris, ynrach 


Okat 


Rivulet 


Onnongi) nalitfha 




Okatflian 


Waves 


Moinchaija 


Duogun 


Bialga 


Ifland 


Ommul 


Arrc 




Sand 


Nongha 


Eumach 


Ooneang 


Clay 


Glina 


Boar 


Telba 


eaft 
flirt 


Pogintflii 


Boar kotta 


Ch-engehren 


Kundun 


Barri 




(Will) mountain 


Pea 


Seer 




Shore 


Ighil 


Kittae 


Ch-oolln 


Depth 


Tflu'iginmon 


Dirring 


Choonta 


Height 


Pudenmai 


' Irduk 


Oikiafookun 


Breadth 


Kanbunnai 


Ketit 


Demzflia 


Length 


Tfliitnai 


Uftata 


Ghonamin 


Hole 


Kondzflia 


Chaiagas 


Changar 


Grave, or ditch 


Lighis 


Een 


Chooneram 


Hock 


Pea, alfo flone, 


Taas 


Dzfhool 




mountam 




. 


Iron 


Lundal 


Timir 




Salt 


Logoiliijuilnnu, and 
Nimcd/flundiha 


Tu« 


Tak 


Weeds 


Oolcga, alfo grafs 


Keoch 


Orat 


Tree 


Tlhall 


Mafs 




A wood 


Jungul 


Tya 


Kenita 


Root 


Larkul 


Turdx 


Kobkan 


Stamp 


Koik6l 


Tfliongatfliok 




Bark 


IXhangar 


Chalterik 


Oorta 


Branch 


Tfhilga 


Bufuk 


Gar 


Leaf 


Faldihitfha 


Scberdak 


Ebdernia 



Flower 
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tnrWtk. 


Yukagir. 


Yakut. 


Tungoofe. 


Flower 


Poelri 


Dzlhufin 




Berry 


Leviendi 


Otton 




Field (plain) 


Pondftiorkeni 


Chodu faCr 




Beaft 


Talau 


Koeil 


Boyun 


Fifh 


Annil 


Balyk 


Olra 


Worms 


Kalnindiha 


lyene 


Ogil 


Frog 


Alundala 


Baga 




Fly 


Nilcndoma 


Zachfirga 




Ant 


Jojakondzilia 


Kmirdagas 




Spider 


Managadaibi 


Oguigos 




Argali, fliccp (wild) Monogha 




Ooyamkaif 


Dog 


Tabaha 


It 


Nin 


Moufe 


Tfhalbdc 


Kutuyak 


Tihalooktlhan 


Goofc 


Landzflia 




Erbatlh 


Duck 


Ondzfhlnonda) wa« 
ter-bird 




Neki 


FeathcTt 


Pugelbiy or hairs of 


Charungatfhae 


Detlc 


♦ 


beads 




' 


Eggs ' 


Nontondaul 


Simmit 


Oomta 


Ncft 


Awoot 


Oyo and Oyetto 


' 


Shepherd 


ItOiel 


Manifit 




Hut 


Numa 


Balagan 


Dzfho 


Door 


Anbandangel 


Dzfliel 


Oorka 


Hearth 


Evier 


Kolumtan 


Nerka 


Floor (earth) 


Liebe 


Sir 




Hatchet 


Noomundzihi 


Sugai 


Tabor 


Knife 


Tlhagoia 


Bufak and Buhak 




Boat 


Aktfliel 


Bat 




Carrying 


Elleyik 


Teyachpit 




Building 


Aak 


Ongroch 




Cloaths 


Maajil 


Tangat 




Food 


Lagul 


Aas 




Raw 


Onje 


Sikai 




Dreffed 


Panduk 


Bufar 




Thief 


Olonunga 


Orfach 


Dzfliioormin 


War 


Ncretfliangate, and 
Chimdz(hingi 


Scrri 


. Chooniat 


Quarrel 


Ilkdangt 


Jegu Yegu 


Dzihargamat ^ 


Fighting 


Chimdzihingi 


Elkrfy 


Koodkatihin 


Spear 


Tihovina 


Innie , 




Guard 


It(heU 


KettebU 


Goodatlh 



Piftreft 



Digitized by 



Google 



m 



APPENDIX. No. I. 



Englim. 


Yukagir. 


Yakut. 


Taagooft. 


Diftrefs 


Oo-iJgaitfll 


Aldzfharkoi 


Urgadoo 


Viaory 


AldzfliitOi 


Samnardabk 


Dabdarah 


Friend 


Aghema 


Doghof 




Enemy 


Irritfhundzfliitoroma Eftiagun 
evil difpofed man 




Servant 


Poa 


Kolutang 




Chief 


Alnindftia 


Toyon 




\Wting 


Tfhorillatfho 


Sumii 




Numbers 


Tfhungum 


Achg 




One 


Irken 


Bir 


Oomua 


Two 


Antachlon 


Ikke 


Dzfliur 


Three 


lalon 


Ews 


Elan 


Four 


lelahlon 


Tirt 


Digon 


Five 


Enganlon 


Bes 


Tongon 


Six 


Malghialon 


Alta 


Kilkok 


Seven 


Purchion 


Setti 


Etgatanok 


might 


Malgialachlon 


Ogos 


Tfliototcndc 


Nine 


Chuniirki-cllendz- 
fliicn 


Tagos 


Tfliakatanok 


Ten 


KnniHdla 


On 


Tfliomkotak 


Twenty 


Attachongoniella 


Surbcy 


Katfliat-kotako 


Beginning 


KudaJaraga 


Manna gitta 




Ending 


Itfliagi 


Kot(hu gitta 




Yes 


Tat 


Ak, ah^ eh 


Ya 


No 


Oiley 


Soch 


Atcha 


Now 


Indzflu 


Billigin 


Dzflioole 


Before 


Arignuma 


Oonut 


Effemek 


After 


Tndada 


Chodzlhit 


S-fi 


Here 


Tia 


Manna 




There 


Talay 


Onno 


Tala 


Tefterday 


Nengnndfhc 


Beghaflx 




To-day 


Pondzfliirkoma 


Begun 




To-morrow 


Ongoie 


Sarfin 




Look 


Tindij 


Boo 


Er 


How 


Kondaniicl 


Chaitak 


On 


Where 


Kolac 


Kanna 


Illej 


When 


Channin 


Kaflan 


Ok 


What 


Liomlentak 


Tugui 


Ek 


Who 


, Chinetta 


Kimmen 


Ni 


With what 


Lumun 


Tugonon 


Etfli 


Under 


Tangmuina! 


All*-a 


Ergudalin 


Vpoir 


Piidendago 


Eufflae 


Widalin. 






A 


VOCABU. 
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OF THE 



LANGUAGES OF KAMTSHATKA, THE ALEUTAN ISLANDS, AND 

OF KADIAK. 



g^^ Engliflu 
VJOD 


KamtHiatka. 


Alcutaiii 


Kadiak. 


Newfteachtfliitfli 


Aghuguch 




Father 


If-ch 


Athan 


Ataga 


Mother 


Naz-ch 


Anaan 


Anaga 


Son 


Pa-atfli 


Llaan 


Avagatoga 


Daughter 


Sooguing 


Afhkin 


Panigoga 


Brother 


K-tfhidzlhi 


Choyotha 


^ Ooyitaga 


Sifter 


Kof-choo 


Angeen 


Alkaga 


Hufband 


Skoch 


Oogeen 


Ooinga 


Wife 


Squa-aw 


Ai-yagar 


Nooliga 


Maiden 


Ch-tfliitlhoo 


Oogeghilikin 


Aghanok 


Bpy 


Pahatfli 


Anekthok 


Tanoghak 


Child ^ 


Pahatfliit(h 


Oofkulik 


Tfliagaloi 


Man 


Uikaams 


Toioch 


Scwk 


People 


Quaflcoo, Ulkaamfit 


Amalachtel-fewt 


Head 


T-choofa 


Kamgha 


Angloon 


Face 


Qua-agh 


Soghimagin 


China 


Nofe 


Kaankang 


Anghofin 


Knak 


Noftrils 


Kaang'a 


Guakik 


Padz(hccguak 


Eye 


Nanit 


Thack 


Ingelak 


Brows 


Tittan 


Kamtic 


Kubloot 


Laflies 


Tfliuanit 


Kochfaki 


Chamagate 


Ear 


E-ew, E-ewt 


Tottufak 


Tfliewdek 


Forehead 


Tfliilgua 


Tanneek 


Tflioo-uga 


Hair 


Koobit 


Emlcy 


Ncweyet 


Cheeks 


P.phaad 


Ooluga 


Ooluak 

Mou 
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KamtOutka. 


Aleutaiu 


Kidiak. 


Mouth 


Kuz-ha 


Aghilga 


Kannak 


Throat 


Qmqua 


Stfhoka 


Ybamun 


Lips 


K'kovan 


Kotfhoon 


Keh-look 


Teeth 


Kuppet 


Aghalun 


Choodit 


Tongue 


Nutfhel 


Aghnak 


Ooloo 


Beard 


K'ko^kat 


Inglaak 


Oongai 


Neck 


Hitle 


Oo-iyo 


Ooyagttt 


Shoulder 


TanuUr 


ICanglee 


Tooik 


Hand, arm 


Settoo 


Tflia 


Ai-igit 


Fingers 


P-koida 


Atchon 


Shovgait 


Nails 


Eo-uda 


Chagelgm 


Stoot 


JBreaft 


Ingatah 


Simzihia 


Tfliekiaiat 


BeUy 


K.foch 


Kiiraa 


Akf.yek 


Back 


Altflioo 


Tftiundra 


Koak 


Foot 


Tfli-quatlhoo 


Kita 


Itiat 


Heart 


Nokguek 


Kanogh 


Kanok 


Blood 


Meflbn 


Aamyek 


Kaiook 


Milk 


Nokkol 


Makthamtanga 


Mook 


Skin 


Koo-ogh 


Katflika 


Amek 


Meat, or fleih 


T'haltal 


Oolow 


Eamok 


Bone 


T'hamtftioo 


Slaghna 


Nenoat 


Hearing 




Toltakomng 


Nitaa 


Seeing 


Kwatfhquikotih 


Okokthakon 


Tangha 


Taftc 


Sa-oofen 


Katha 




Smell 


Skefich 


Igutiha 


Tfinago 


Feeling 




Sitchatihada 




Talking 


Kahalkan 


Toonootha 


Neogtok 


Name 


Hagaach 


Affia 


Atcha 


Noife 


Ki-ichkich 


Imat(ha 


Tulchoo 


Crying 


Kooga-atfch 


Kaighalik 


Keagopk 


Laughing 


Kafibogaatfli 


Aloktalik 


Ingliachtoak 


Singing 


K-tiheemgut{h 


Anogatha 


Attoa 


Groaning 


Atufich 




Knaook 


Lie down 


Kanhilkitfch 


Thirkaigada 


Inaghna 


Stand 


Kafichtfliitih 


Ankakchalik 


Nanaghna 


Go 


Kowifitfh 


Itfha 


Achook 


Come 


Eoquafitih 


Agatha 


Taieechook 


Running 


Kafchiatfli 


Angaiakatha 


Kemaktoak 


Dancing 


K*hogdafitlh 


Achatha 


Chelagtoak 


Love 




Kingochthaka 


Kanogau 


Joy 


Kabafik 


Iglai 





Grief 
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EngllHi. 


Kamtfhatka. 


AleuUn. 


KmUiSc. 


Grief 


Quadafis 


Alchologothik 


Anchagooh 


Pain 




Nanalik 




Labour 


Khafus 


Aguafutha 




Lazy 




Sochtalik 


Kfatachtook 


I 


Komnoa 


Keen 


Chooi 


Thou 


Kiz 


Ingaan 


Chlput 


Eat 




Kaangen 


Pittooaga 


DrixJc 




Taangatha 


Taanagok 


Takc^ 


Kommogata 


Sulagna 


Teooka 


Strike 


Takfu 


Toogalik 


Tfliuzlhutekew 


Throw 


Tf-chluk 


Ignekan 


Ch^akoo 


Strength 


Takafna 


Matalookan 


Oonachkiktook 


Marriage 


Ktfliiza 


AGkfagathan 




Widow 


Soofoo 


OfchaUk 




Life 


Kaitafitfh 


Anghogikoo 




High 


Koo-ung 


Kaiakok 


Kunachtook 


Low 


If-ung 


Kaielakon 


Chkidok 


Body 




Ooluk 


Kainga 


Death 




Afchalik 


Tokook 


Big 




Taangoellik 


Angoch 


Little 




Aangonolokn 


Meyoch 


Cold 




Kinganalik 


Potfnatok 


Heat 




Tfliinglefelik 




Hot 


Kikak 


Akivachfelik 


Nogtoak 


Good 




Tfliizftielik 


Azigtoak 


Bad 


Adkang 


Matchizflielikan 


Kabigwaflcak 


Wife 




Siniktulik 


Oofewitok 


Stupid 




Anghagelikin 


Naloo*oomok 


Light, not heavy 




Igthaghatok 


Ogichtoak 


Hard 


Kittanua 


Tungachfich 


T^hoak 


Thick 


Homono 


Anatulik 


Leegoak ' 


Thin 




Anatalokon 


Amedoak 


Broad 


Kutenoo 


Kaghtoollk 


Kangatoak 


Quick 




Angaiak 


Tihukaladn 


White 


Attagho 


Komakuk 


Katchtoak 


Black 




KaktfhikluU 


Toonongoak 


Red 


Tfliaang 


Aluthak 


Cowigtoak 


Green 
Blue 


Nochfonne 


Tfhidthgaiak 
Kaktihugthuk 


1 Tfliunagtoak 


Sun 


Qua-atfli 


Akathak 


Madzfliak 


Moon 




Toogithak 

[B2] 


Eghaloak 

< 

1 



C"3 



Star 
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EngUflL 


Kamtfhatka. 


Alcutan. 


Kadiak. 


Star 




Sthak 


Aghia 


Heaven, iky 


Kochan 


Inkak 


Kiliak 


Mift, clouds 


Miflahan 


Inkamaguk 


Amaigalok 


Wind 




Mathuk 


Kaiyaik 


Rain 


Tflmkutflioo 


Tiliiotakik 


Kidak 


Thunder 




Shulukfhik 




Snow 




Kaneek 


Anneg 


Ice 




K'thak 


Tfliigoo 


Fire 


Pangitfli 


Kignak 


' Knok 


Light 




Anghalk 


Tangeechftok 


Dark 


Dochfac 




Tamleftok 


Morning 




Kilak 


Oonamin 


Evening 




Angalikingan 


Akaatoch 


Night • 


Kolkwa 


Amgik 




Day 




Anghalik 




Eaft 




Kayathak 


Oonulak 


Weft 




Tfliedulik 


Tchlanik 


North 




Kighaithok 


Oaifiak 


South 




Namatha 


Ooagtok 


Spring 




Kanikinga 


Ognakak 


Summer 




Seahkothok 


Keegtok 


Winter 




Kanagh 


Ookfogtok 


Autumn 




Seahkothoking 


Ookfaghtok 


Year 


T-chafioo 


* Kanaghinalik 




Earth 


Symt 


^ Tihqkak 


Noona 


Water 


Ee-cc, or i-i 


Taangak 


Taangak 


Sea 


Ningl 


Alaghok 


Imak 


Waves 


Kiaha 


Thuk 




Ifland 


Samatih 


Taangik 


Kightak 


Sand 




TOiooguk 


Kaguyoe 


Clay 




Tftiikthuk 


Kogoo 


Mountain 


Aal 


Ghaiok 


Ingat 


Shore 


Hite-flioo 


Atlhida 


Tfliaak 


Hole 




Tflianofc 


Piaganok 


Ditch 




Tfhagak 


Lagut 


Copper 




Kanuyak 


Kaunooyat 


Iron 


Quat(hoo 


Komlegu 


Tfliauik 


Salt 


Pepum 


Attagook 


Tagaiook 


Anin^ 






Oongooalihat 


Fi(h 


Etflioo 


' 


Ekachlewt 




• Wint«r»i Approach 





Worm 
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Kamt/hatka. 


Aleuun. 


Kadiak. 


Worm 


Chubbut 


Lokaiak 


Kobcllewt 


Fly 


Quamoftfh 


Oolinik 


Kwiclevvt 


Plants 


Sczda 




Obovit 


Tree 






Kobogak 


Bear 


Kafa 


Tanguak 


Tagookat 


Dog 


Kofsa ' 


Uikuk 


Pewatit 


Fox 


Tfhafalhai 


Okotftiing 


Kaffiak 


Goofe 


Kfoais 


Llak 


Nachklaiit 


r)uck 


Alfhingufli 


Tfhakutfliadok 


Sakoligak 


Egg 


N-gach 


Shamlok 


Mannik 


Neft 


I-i-itfli 


Tfliungangen 


Oongolut 


Hut 


Kifut 


Ooladok 


Tflieklewit 


Door 


Nutftioo 




Amik 


Hatchet 


Kvafqua 


Anigaftiip 


Anigin 


Knife 


Watflioo 


Omgazfliizfliik 


Tihangielk 


Kettle 


Kukua 


Afhok 


Afok 


Raw 


Sohang 


Kangakok' 


Ai-ce-patnok 


To boil 


Koquafoch 


Oonatha 


Kannegtok 


War 




Saigik 




Thief 




Tftikalkan 


Teglunachtoch 


Quarrel 


Situngfli 


Amaghilik 


Aieevoak 


Spear 


Quaquanutfh 


Kadmagufhak 


Pannah 


Friend 


Kallal 


Kinoghtaka 


Tfhuaga 


Enemy 




Kinoghtatkakan 


Tfhuugunitaga 


Warrior 




Kallochalik 


Tfhekchuyak 


Mafter 


Annanum 


Tokok 


Anayakak 


Servant 


Tflieguatlh 


Talha 




Yes 


La 


Aang 


Aang 


No 


Ifki 


Mafelikan 


Pedok 


Now 


Daangoo 


Angaiak 


Chvenigpak 


Before 


Koomat 


Angaiaktafatha 


Itfi-o-ak 


After 


Namfako 


Amoomotaflikan 


Ettakoo 


Nigh 


Do-ok 


Wagagnaghikok 




Far off 


Nifch 


Amathalik 




Here 


Noot 


Wallignakuk 




There 


Onga 


Amatkulikuk 


' 


Yefterday 


Aati 


Kellagon 


Koagh 


This -day 


Daangoo 


Vonangalik 


Gaunegpek 


To-morrow 


Bokuan 


Ukellagon 


Oonagoo 


Where ' 


Natiha 


Channa 


Nai-ee-ma 


How 


Nochkuis 


AlkoUi 





When 
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Ktmtlhatka. 


Aleuun. 


Kadlak. 


When 


Itta 


lyem 


Kakoo 


What 


Nokai 


Alkofigtatima 


' 


Raven 




Kalkagiak 


Ealnak 


Eagle 




Tinglak 


Koomogik 


Bow 




Saidegich 


Kitfiak 


Arrow 




Agidak 


Chook 


Daru 




Agalgch 


Pannah 


One 


Kemmis 


Attakon 


Alcheluk 


Two 


Nittanoo 


Alluk 


Malogh 


Three 


Tfliufquat 


Kankoon 


Pingaien 


Four 


Tihafcha 


Shitftiin 


Stamen 


Five 


Koomdas 


Tlhang 


Taliman 


Six 


Kilkoas 


Attoon 


Agovinligin 


Seven 


Ittachtenu 


Olung 


Malchongun 


Eight 


Tlhoktenu 


Kamtflimg 


Inglulgin 


Nine 


Tfliaktanak 


Sitching 


Kollemgaien 


Ten 


Komtook • 


Hafuk 


Kolien 


Eleven 


Difukfin 


Attakathamatkich 


Alchtoch 


Twenty 


Kaikumtuker 


Algithematick 


Suenak 


Thirty 


Tfhukumtuker 


Kankuthematik 


PingaienkoUen. 



Tbi Vocabulary of the Tungoofe or Lamut Language I obtained from Mr, Koch the 
Commandatft of Ocbotfk^ nvho fucceeded Lieutenant' Colonel Koyhff Ugreinin : the refl 
were all taken by fnyfilf on the fpot with great care and attention ; and having bad fre- 
quent opportunities to prove them with different natives ^ I can pronounce them correQ^-^ 
There are many words in the Language of Kamtfliatka that I was not able to pro- 
nounce, and could not of coUrfe attempt to convey any idea of their found, which 
is the caufe of fo many blanks* 



No.nL 
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Google 
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LIST 

OF THB 

DIFFERENT STAGES FROM ST. PETERSBURGH; 

Specifying the number of verfts according to which I paid for horfes ; the 
time of arriving and departing from each ftage, beginning each day at 
noon, and reckoning twenty-four hours to the day. 





Verftfc 




VerfU. 


From St. Peterfburg 




From Zimnagorka 




To Tzarfco Zclo 


22 


To Tadrova 


20 


Izfliora ' 


13 


Zotilofiki 


36 


Tofni 


23 


Viflme Volotlkoi 


36 


Lubani • 


26 


Vydrapulk 


33 


TOiudova 


3^ 


Torzihok 


38 


Spa&oi Polifti 


- 24 


Mednoi 


- 33 


BerezoToi 


- «4 


Twecr 


30 


Novogorod 


22 


Gorodki 


28 


Bronitfa 


35 


DaTidoTa 


26 


Zaitfova 


- 27 


Pclki 


3> 


Kreftfi 


31 


Tfliornd 


23 


Ezfhelbitfi 


- 38 


Mofco 


28 


Zimnagorka 


- ^3 
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Time of 


Placet. 


Verfts. 


Datei 1785. 


Arrival. 


Dcparfure. 


From Mofco 




Dec. 15. 




4- 


Novaja 


24 




7- 


8. 


Bunkova 


34 




10. 50 


12. 


Kcrfhatflii 


34 




16. 


17- 


Petufliki 


26 




20. 


21. 


Undal 


27 


16. 


24. 


I. 


Valadimer 


28 




6. 30 


7- 3^ 


Tftiudogda 


39 




13- SO 


14. 30 


Moftiok 


30 




19. 15 


20. 


Darftievo 


27 




23^ 


23- 3^ 


Muroma 


30 


17- 


2. 


3- 30 


Monakova 


25 




7- 30 


8. 30 


Pogoft 


29 




IS- 


18. 


• Pavlova 






21. 








18. 


- 


7- 


Laflikova 


33 




19. 


21. 30 


Ncizflinei Novogorod 


34 


19. 


4. 


9- 30 


Befvodnoi 


29 




IS- 


19. 30 


Tatnits 


27 




22. 45 


23. 40 


Oftafliick 


32 


20. 


2. 


4- 


Ofinka . 


32 




8. 


9. 10 


Tcmangafh 


32 




II. 30 


13. 40 


Scartog 


22 




16. 


i<S- 3S 


Atchkarenc 


30 




21. 10 


23- 


Tfliebakfar 


26 


21. 


3- 


9- 


Kofhki 


3<5 




16. 


16. 40 


Ganafli 


31 




21. 25 


24. 10 


Vcfovigh 


24 


22. 


4- 


4- 30 


Kazan 


30 




8. so 
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Houfes and 






Time of 


Plaoei. 


Verfts. 


Churches f. 


Date, 1786. 


Arrival. 


Departure. 


From Kazan 






Jan. 10. 






X. 


To Beruli, village 


30 


70 




<5. 




6. 30 


Arfk, city 


26 


100 




10. 


15 


10. 4 J 




t 2 




Karadvan, village 


28 


20 




18. 


45 


20. 


Jangulov , - 


18 


100 




22. 


40 


24. 


Gunbar 


29 


49 


II. 


s- 




7. 50 


Teremefe 


4^ 


40 




16. 


45 


17. 


VazOiintech-Kakfe 


26 


17 




20. 


30 


21. 10 


Sumfae 


20 


36 




23- 




24. 


Ubarie - 


14 


25 


12. 


2. 




2. 15 


Kulmetfat 


29 


25 




5- 


3« 


6. 30 


Zaitfi 


38 


20 




10. 


25 


II. 


Igra 


37 


25 




!?• 




17. 20 


Bolflioi-Purga 


32 


50 




21. 




22. 


DebeiTa, village 


25 


90 


13- 


I. 




2. 




t I 




Sofnova 


52 


200 




10. 




10. 30 




t I 




Dubroflky 


25 


35 




13- 




13. 20 


Ochanojs city 


26 


60 




17- 




17- 45 




t I 




Poldenoi, village 


16 


20 




20. 


30 


21. 15 


Kultaiva 


28 


40 


14. 


I. 


.* 


I. 15 




t I 




Koianova 


25 


80 




8. 


30 


10. 


Krilufova 


37 


100 




19. 


15 


19. 45 




. t 1 




Kungur, city 


20 




15- 


22. 


15- 


21. 30 
4* 


Stretcnftoi, village 


26 


80 


16. 


2. 


4c 


Zolotuouilofiky 


19 


330 




7- 


40 


II., 




t I 




Bukovi 
Atchiniky Krepoft 


16 

20 


60 
100 




13* 

17- 




13- 30 

17. 30 




t r 




Bifiriki do. 


20 


100 
t I 




2K 


15 


23- 


Klenofiky do. 


22 


70 


17- 


3- 


»5 


S' 




t I J 





[c] 
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Houfes and 




Time of 


Placci. 


Verrts. 


Churches f. 


Date, 1786. 


Arrival. 


Departure. 








January. 






To Kirgiftanflcy Kreporft 


28 


60 


17- 


12. 45 


14. 


Diogroboftky do. 


23 
23 


100 


18. 


17. 40 

23- 


21. 


Belimboiefflcy Saved 


t « 
300 


I. 






t I 








Rcfhotti, Tillage 


26 


10 




6. 


6. 15 


Ekaterineburg, city 


21 




19. 


II. 


8. 


Kofulina) village 


24 


24 




12. 


12. 45 


Belojarfk 


24 


30 




17. 30 


i^. 




t I 




Belifki, village 


25 


30 




21. 30 


22. 30 


Chornoi Korova 


24 


30 


20. 


2. IS 


3- »S 


Kamifhlov, city 


27 


200 




7- 30 


8. 30 




t I 




Bufluninfka, town 


32 


50 




»3- 5° 


14. 30 




t I 




Kujatfflcy, village 


14 


»S 




17- 


17. 30 


Beloi Jalamiky 


14 


40 




19. 30 


20. 15 


Bela Kaflka, town - 


28 


50 


21. 


I. IS 


2. 




t I 




Tugulunlka 


32 


60 




6. 30 


7. 30 




t I 




Ufplanlk 


22 


80 




12. 45 


15- 




t > 




Tumen, city 


30 




22. 


20. 


I. 


Kalkara, village 


24 


20 




3' 


4. 20 


SofonoT 


23 


45 




9- 


9. 25 




t I 




Kofmakof 


21 


30 




14. IS 


14- 30 


Prokoffky 


10 


150 




>5- 45 


16. 




t I 




Ufolka 


13 


80 




18. 


18. 15 


Jarkova 


»5 


40 




19. 30 


19. 45 


Artamenof 


9 


20 




20. 30 


21. 


JcvleflF 


10 


18 




32. 


22. 30 
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Houfes and 






Time of 


Places. ' 


Verfts. 


Ohurche* f. 


Date, 17S6. 


Arrival. 


Departttre. 






• 


January. 








To Antepena, village 


i8 


30 


23. 


I. 




I. 15 


Lipoflky 


17 


30 




2. 


30 


2. 45 




t I 




Baikaloff 


18 


70 




4« 


20 


5- 


Turbayeffky, tartar huts 


23 


40 




8. 




10. 


Rechkoffka, village 


25 


7 




'3- 




16. 


Tabolfk, city 


25 




24. 


20. 




19. 


Bakflieva, village 


29 


10 


as- 


24. 




I. 


Stara Pogoft 


20 


30 




3- 




4. 40 


Kapotilova 


30 


8 




8. 




9- 


Drefvanka 


3» 


6 




16. 




16. 45 


IftitHci JurtI 


30 


H 




21. 




ai. 45 


Kuferadlka, village 


41 


30 


26. 


S- 


30 


6. 


Golopopova 


S<5 


30 




17- 




18. 


VikoloV, tOMTQ 


31 


75 




22. 


30 


23- 30 




t I 




Otfliimova, village 


46 


30 


27- 


5- 


20 


6. ao 


Zudiloffky, for poft 


58 


30 




17- 


25 


18. 


Ribina, village 


36 


20 




22. 




23- 


Chaoonina 


40 


20 


28. 


4- 




7- 


Leffka, town 


30 


70 




12. 




la. 30 




t I 




Butakova, village 


38 


40 




18. 




19. 


Tara, city 


29 




29. 


21. 




2. 


Uftara, village 


32 


50 




5- 




6. 




t I 




Reflietnikoff, village 


36 


30 




II. 


>5 


I a. 


Artin 


14 


30 




14. 


30 


15- 


Refina 


52 


80 


i 


21. 


30 


23- 


Maraflii 


24 


20 


' 30* 


2. 


30 


3- 


Nazaieva 


la 


80 




4- 




4. «S 




t » 




Ghochlova - - 


»9 


70 




6. 


30 


7- 


Voznefenflta, town * 


20 


100 


10. 


30 n. 




t I 





[C 2] 
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To Tartarfki, village 
Turortiova 
Pokrofika, town 

Antof kin, village 
Bulatova 
Kainik, city 

Oflinova Kolki, village 

Kolmakov 

Ubinfkjr 

Kargan 

Karbotfki, for poft 

Kirgatiki Dubrovi 

Itkula, town 

Sektinfky, village 
OftfliinikoflF 
Sheligino 
Tarafhinfka 
Tfliauflilka, ft)wn 

Dubrovina, village 

Ajafhlnlk 

Karafina, village 

Chomoi Kaftanits 

Varuchina 

Kaltai 

Tomfk, city 

Semcnuflini, town 

Chaldeifki, village 

Turuntaiva 

Clcon 

Potfhitanti 

Bcrikul 

Kilkova, town 



Verft*. 



20 

21 
17 



23 
18 

33 



29 

30 
30 
28 
26 
25 



47 
17 
26 
20 

25 

40 

35 
25 
33 
34 
23 
24 

28 

22 

40 
22 

25 
52 



Houfes and 
Churcbet f 



35 
80 

70 



t I 
70 

50 

50 

50 
70 

so 
100 



t I 
66 

50 
70 

30 
80 



t J 
8 
40 
10 
20 
do 
23 



35 



t I 
40 

40 

30 
20 

24 
60 



Date, 1786 



1 1 


so 


75 


125 



1 1 



Januarv. 



3'- 



Feb. 1. 



Time of 
Arrival. Departure. 



14. 30 
18. 30 
21. 



24. 




4- 




7. 




23- 


45 


3- 




8. 




12. 




'5- 


45 


24. 




5- 




7- 


45 


II. 




14. 




17- 


15 


21. 


30 


2. 




5- 


30 


10. 


30 


15- 


20 


»7- 




19. 


45 



2. 30 

4. IS 

8. 30 

n- 30 
22. 

2. 

12. 30 



15- 
19. 

21. 45 

24. 15 

4- 30 

7. 20 

24. 15 

4. 15 

9- 

12. 15. 
16. 

24. 30 
2. 

5- 20 
8. 

II. 15 

M- 15 

17. 40 

22. 

2. 45 

7- 30 

II. 5 

»5- 30 

»7- 30 

*3- 

3- 35 

5- 2J 

9- 
19. 

22. 20 



2. 
'3- 



30 
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Houfn and 






Time of 


PUcci. 


Verftj. 


Churchet f , 


Date, 1786. 


Arrival. 


Departure. 








February. 








To Suflova, village 


23 


15 


6. 


14. 


30 


»5- 


Tczfliin 


28 


60 




18. 


30 


19. 


Itat 


3» 


30 




23- 




24. 


Bogotolfki, town ' 


34 


250 


7- 


4. 




4. 20 




t I 




, Krafnoreka, village 


28 


150 




6. 


45 


7- 45 


Archin, city 


28 


150 




II. 


30 


12. 




t I 




Chornoi-rechka, village 


32 


60 




16. 


45 


'7- 


Bolflioi Kemtfliuk 


38 


40 




22. 




23. 


Maloi Kemtfliuk 


35 


26 


8. 


5- 




5* 30 


Zavedeva 


3' 


30 


f 


8. 


3<^ 


9- 


Krafnojarik, city 


25 






12. 




14. 30 


Botoi, village 


24 


102 




«7- 




17. 20 


Kufkun, viUagc 


23 


35 




21. 


45 


22. 


Balai 


32 


30 


9- 


I. 




I. 40 


Jarr 


24 


60 




S- 




5- 3^ 


Ribnia 


25 


80 




9- 




P- 30 




t I 




Klutch 


30 


30 




13- 


15 


14. 


Uria 


20 


30 




17- 


30 


18. 


Kamikoi Oftrog 


25 


70 




21. 




21. 30 




t » 




Ilan, village 


20 


15 




24. 




24. 30 


Poim 


28 


ao 


• 10. 


s- 


30 


6. 


Tini 


18 


10 


• 


8. 


30 


9' 30 


Klutchi 


28 


5 




14. 


45 


17. 30 


Berufa> town 


40 


60 




22- 




22. 30 




t-i 




Bayronoff, village 


21 


20 


II. 


2. 




2-. 45 


Rozgonia, hut 


24 


1 




6. 




6. 45 


Alzamai, village 


»9 


8 




10. 


30 


II. 


Zamfor 


32 


10 




'S- 




15- 3^ 


Ook . - 


35 


10 




20. 




20. 30 


Udinik, city 


25 


300 




22. 


20 


23- 15 




t 2 




Singui, village 


30 


12 


12. 


2. 




2. 15 


Shabatan 


30 


16 




6. 




6. 30 
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Houfes and 




Time of 


Pbcet. 


Verftt. 


Churche* t- 


Date, 17J6. 


AiTival. Departure. 








February. 






To Toolon, town 


46 


130 


12. 


II. 


II. 3© 




t I 




Saragool, village 


26 


30 




13- 30 


14. 


Kuilton 


41 


70 




18. 30 


19. 


Kamclte 


38 


120 




22. 


22. 30 


Zeminlk, town 


28 


5° 


»3- 


X. 15 


2. 




1 1 




Dolroi r 


4<S 


80 




tf. 15 


7- 




1 1 




Kupulin Z 


29 


100 




10. 


10. 15 




1 1 




Chiremcbora 


28 


80 




12. 30 


13- 




1 1 




Tatook - 


38 


110 




16. 15 


17- 




1 1 




ViligtuI 


3<S 


70 




ip. 30 20. 30 


Irkutlk, city 


24 




14. 

May 10. 


I. 


(J. 


Kuda, town > 


18 


200 




8. 


18. 




1 1 




Pyok 


»3 


180 




22. 


22. 10 




t » 




BuCnfki 


27 




II. 


24- 3« 


I. 


Olonlki 


30 






4. SO 


J. 


Bayendarik J 


30 






7- 15 


7. 25 


Kudunfa 


30 






10. 


*5- 3<^ 


Manfurka 


30 






10. 


jp. 30 


laet 


30 




22. I 


23. 30 


Katchuga Priftan 


22 


15. 


12. 


2- I 
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The following Villages we.paffed on the River Lena; 

from Katfhuga Priftan. 



Verfts reckoned 



PUcel. 


Verft*. 


Date, 1786. 


Houics. 


Charche». 






May. 






Katfliuga, town 


3 


»5- 


70 


I 


Kiflinova 


»4 




10 




Vircholcnflc 


30 


ftaid till 16. 


loo 


2 


Unitflti 


35 




5 




Kuliof&i 


54 




6 




Kozloffki 


59 




S 




Apuihinfk •» - . 


64 


waited day- 


6 




Kathinoffki 


80 


light. 


16 




Zaplefhinfk 


86 




8 




Garafovoi 


90 




3 




Pagoffki 


97 




21 




Vcrobroffki 


100 




14 




Mikifhinfc 


107 




6 




Apafhinlk 


"9 


17- 


5 




Golovna 


ia3 




6 




Ardoffti 


126 




II 




Golovnoffld 


128 




10 




Kuznetfofflci 


131 




6 




Simeonofflci 


132 




7 




Balaganikoi 


'35 




12 




Ziranofflci 


137 




7 




Gigalofiki 


140 


, 


'3 




Uftilga 


170 




50 


t 


Grufna 


194 




9 




Botofflci 


218 




10 




Shamanoffld 


228 




15 




Colli 


244 • 




8 




Shcrftinova 


251 


18. 


I 




Starfa 


254 




2 




Tomlkina 


257 




7 




Saroflki 


264 




3 




Zagobininllci 
Bafoffki 


284 




9 




299 




7 




Dudkin 


303 


, 


9 




Orlinga • *• 


324 




20 


X 
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Places. 




Povoflci 

Pooliofflci 

Vifoka 

Tarafova 

Sedunofflci 

Scokniofikt 

Boyarfki 

Pavlova 

Omoloffki 

Sinuflikin 

Riga 

Turoka 

Uikoot 

Balachaia 

Yckurin 

Polovinoi 

Podimachinfkai 

Kofarki 

Kokooifhka 

Ti-oora 

Nazarofiki 

Marakoffka 

Tyra 

Ulgan 

Kafcmeroffki 

Krafnoyarof 

LcYonoflki 

Potapofiki 

Lubofiki 

Karafoffti 

Shellakova 

Gaviiloffki 

Panlkoi 

falafhova 

Makarova 

Panfhina 

Zaborfkot 

Krivalutfkot 

Vologinflc 

Lavrufhinfk 

Lazarova 

Menakoffkoi 



325 
327 
334 
342 
344 
3^4 
384 
394 
407 

413 
420 

454 
469 
480 
487 

498 
512 

S»3 
531 
S4r 
584 
601 
6.5 
623 

641 
649 

655 
674 

678 
683 
684 
685 
688 
690 
702 
705 
710 

713 
718 
725 
730 



Date, 1786. 




May 



18. 



19. 



ao. 



»5 
II 

. 7 
8 
8 

4 
8 
I 
6 

3 

3 
8 

20 

9 
10 

3 

«4 
lo 

4 
10 
10 
20 
10 

8 

3 
4 

3 
6 

4 
4 
3 

2 

5 

2 
II 

2 

tx 

20 

5 
4 

5 

2 



Churches and 
Monafteriet f . 



« + « 



I t« 
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Places. 



Tfliertofflcoi 

Kudrina 

Kulibakinfk 

Krivorotflcoi 

Kabarova 

Varoninlk 

Kiringa 

Nikolfki 

Zme-ina 

Alexeefflci 

Soltikoffki 

Ppdkaminoi 

Polovinoi 

Pikulina 

Borovia 

Mefovia 

Gcrbova 

Banfliikoff 

Tftiigiofflci 

Grcbcnic 

Kondrafhinik 

Vcfnikova 

Sukniova 

Spolofhna 

Kabalova 

Pufhinova 

Ilienik 

Darinflc 

Izfhura 

Davidoff 

Korihunofiki 

Ivanuihka 

Tfliaftinfk 

Varobiefflti 

Kuraiflc 

Poifhina 

Tfliuilki 

Vitima 

Pclidui 

Kriftofflci 

Yeloffki 

Pirkmfk 




Date, 1786. 



745 
750 

766 

77a 

776 

777 
778 
780 
790 
80a 
815 
818 
8ai 
824 
82s 
826 
828 
830 
838 
840 

844 
854 
869 
874 

875 
894 
899 
919 

949 

963 
980 
981 

1 004 
1 041 

1070 

IIIO 

1157 
1178 
1205 
1232 

I2J9 

1293 



May 20. 



21. 




22. 



^3- 



2 

3 
4 

IS 

10 

15 

80 

4 

9 
8 

19 

20 

12 

4 

2 

3 

20 

20 

as 

10 
12 

20 
20 

30 
20 
10 

7 
10 

ii 

7 
7 
3 

2 
I 

4 

3 

7 

30 

30 

3 
4 

4 



Churches and 
Monafteries f • 



t » 



l.°l 
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Placet. 


Vcrfts. 


Date, 1786. 


Houfcs. 


Churches and 
Monaflerics f . 






May 23. 






Ghamra 


'30<> 




3 




Konki 


*33^ 




2 




Tfliiooika • 


1380 


24. 


3 




Muria 


1405 




3 




SHguil ^ 


M4S 




f 




Ncwyc 


I47S 




S 




Ycrba 


IJ05 




3 




Oofliakan 


1540 




2 




Ycdai 


1565 




4 




Mackai . - • 


^S9S 


25- 


2 




BeTofoT% 


1645 




4 




Dolgoi 


1678 




3 




Kdena 


1711 




3 




CHieringa 


I73(J 




4 




Birt 


177s 




6 




Anjinfk 


1798 




9 




Alofinik 


1799 




^3 




Okkma 


1807 


26. 


S<> 


2 


Solenka 


1832 




4 




Namania 


1872 




3 




Karabalyk 
Chatin Tumul 


1912 




3 




1954 


27. 


• 2 




Muru 


1976 




I 




Sanajagtak 

Malikan - •^ - 


2018 
2055 




t 
2 




Ifaki 


2090. 




2 




Nerarchie 


2125 




2 




Umarie 


2150 




a 




Sinac 


2180 




2 




Batamav 


2210 




3 




Kitarie 


2232 




2 




Toiona - - . 


2274 




2 


. 


Btftach 


2301 




M 


ti 


Takttrik 


2390 


* 
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No. IV. 



ACCOUNT 



OF 



The full Pay of the diflPerent Ranks, with other Dependencies ; and alfo 
an Explanation of the ufual Deductions, according to the Regulation 
of 178a. ' 





Ro. 


Co. 


Ro. 


Co. 




Captain of ift rank 


600 










Allowed 6 Dcnfhicks } their pay 












each 


6 










Which pay is undcrftood for all 












Denfliicks of others 












Captain of 2d rank 


420 










4 Denihicks 












Captain-Lieutenants, Majors' 












rank 


300 










3 Denfhicks 












Lieutenants, Captains' rank - 


200 










2 Denftiicks 












Midfliipmen 


120 










I Denfhick 












Upper Auditors 


240 










2 Denihicks 












Auditors 


100 










I Denfliick 












Clerk, or Secretary 


72 










Skippers 












Of the I ft rank 


144 










I Denfhick 












Of the 2d rank 


132 








^ 


1 Denfliick 












Commiffary 


too 










I Denfliick 












Pricfts 


120 











Co a] 
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Ro. 


Co. 


Ro. 


Co. 














* According to their 


Surgeons 










merits and abilities^ 


f 


300 








their pay to be aug- 


Each allowed i Denfhick 


240 
180 








mented or diminifhed. 
f According to their 




150 








attention, abilities, and 


Ships^ Clerks 


36 








defert, to add or de- 


Sturmen - - • 


138 


*4o 






duft ; but never lefs 


Pod Sturmen 


60 








than ro. 60, nor more 


Pod Lekars 


84 








than their full pay. 


Pod Skippers . - 


60 








% According to me- 


Timmerman (Ship Builders) f 


90 








rit, their pay to be in- 


Boatfwains 


60 








creafed or leilened ; but 


Boatfwains' Mates 


36 








never to be lefs than ro. 


Sturmens' Learners - t 


3« 


50 






24, nor to exceed their 


Surgeons' Learners 


18 








full pay in «ddtttoiu 


Quarter-Mafters 


24 








. 


s^^" {Id : 

Cabin Boy 


II 

I 


M 
9 


S 

s 

4 


3<S 
16 


7 Their uniforms to be 
i given ia natura. 


Defatnick of Plotnicks 


^4 










Plotniken 


IS 








" From 12 ro. to ift 


Caulkers 


IS 








ro. according to their 


Sail-Makers' Mates 


15 








^ merit; but not to ex- 


Smiths 


IS 








ceed this ftipulated 


Coopers and under Coopers 


IS 








J fum. 


Boteleirs 


24 










Under Boteleirs 


11 


M 


5 


36 


Thetr uniforms to be 


Trumpeter, ift and id Clafs § 


40 








given in rmtura. 


Kettle Drummers 


60 








5 According to their 


Cooks ift and 2d Clafs . ' 
Profort - - " \ 


9 


14 


5 


3<J 


knowledge of muficand 


6 


«4 


5 


3<J 


good behaviour their fa* 


In the Sea Hofpital 










lary may be augmented 


Doaors 


800 








or diminiflied. 


3 Den(hicks 










II Their uniforms in 


Stab Lekars 


600 








natura* 


2 Denfliicks 












The Upper Prieft of the Fleet 












above Church Charaftcrs 


240 










* Marines 








- 




Major Praemier 


300 











N. 6. Denfhick is a Servant allowed out of the Ship's Company, not only 
whilft at fea, but alfo at quarters. This man may be let out to work, and the OfiU 
cer receive the money that he gets by labour^ as alfo his allowance of provifion. 
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No. V. 



INSTRUCTIONS 

OF 

HER IMPERIAL MAJESTT, 

FROM TH« 

ADMIRALTY COLLEGE, 

To Mr. Joseph Billings, Captain-Lieutenant of the Fleet, commanding the 
Geographical and Aftronomical Expedition intended for the Nortb-Eaftem 
part of the Ruffian Empire. 

Xj.br Imperial Majefty, extending her maternal and unremitted care for the 
happinefs of her fubje£ts to all, even the ihoft diftant, parts of her vaft dommions, 
has been gracioufly pleafed to order, as well with intent to fumifli them with 
better means of life, and to render them more happy and advantageous, as 
for the important advancement of fcience, an expedition of difcovery to the 
moft e^ftern coafts and feas of Her Empire \ for the exa£l determination of the 
longitude and latitude of the mouth of the river Kovima, and the fituation of the 
great promontory of the Tfhutfki, , as far as the Eaft Cape \ for forming an exadk 
chart of the iflands in the Eaftern Ocean extending to the coaft of America \ in 
ihort, for bringing to perfeftion the knowledge acquired under her glorious reign, 
of the feas lying between the continent of Siberia and the oppofite coafl of 
America. 

The execution of this Her Majefty^s intention Is entrufted to you, as a {kilful 
officer zealous for the fervice of Her Imperial Majefty ; in full confidence, that 
the uTqportance of this bulinefs with rcfpc£l to the glory of Her Majefty's facred 
name, and the intereft of Her Empire, will excite you to fulfil the- great expedia- 
tiona entertained of your abilities* 

Her 



Digitized by 



Google 



t3o] APPENDIX- No. V. 

Her Imperial Majefty, agreeably to her wonted gracious and generous difpofi- 
tion in all her ufeful and maternal commands, is pleafed, over and above fuch 
weighty incitements, for your greater encouragement to aftivity and zeal in the 
fervlce, to give you the rank of Captain-Lieutenant of the fleet ; for which rank 
you have taken the oath, and received your patent ; and, to favour you ftiJl more, 
the officers and petty officers which you have demanded are named according to 
your own choice, as you will obfervc by the lift annexed hereto. 

At the fame time Her Imperial Majefty hat gracioufly ordered, that from the 
day of figning this Inftruftion, until your return to St. Peterfburg, you and all 
under your command arc to be allowed double pay, according to their ranks j to 
you according to the rank here granted, and to your fubaltems according to the 
rank that they fliall obtain at Irkutlk 5 which pay is to be given here, one year in 
advance ; above which, to you and all your fubaltems, a bounty of one year's pay 
for procuring ncccfniries for travelling. 

Our Moft Gracious Sovereign has alfo generoufly ordered, that at your arrival at 
Irkutik, before you begin the execution of what is prefcribcd in the following ar- 
ticles, you (hall declare in Her Majcfty^s name, to all officers and petty officers 
under your command, an advanced rank above what they bear, and have them 
fwom accordingly ; except thofe only who arc to receive gratifications in money, 
according to the annexed lift. 

Her Imperial Majefty gracioufly orders you to declare yourfelf, in Her Imperial 
name, Captain of the Fleet of the fecond rank, after having fulfilled the bufinefs 
prefcribed in the following articles on the river Kovima j in which rank you are 
then to take the oatlu 

When you have fimflied your prefcribed bufinefs 6n the river Kovima, and along 
the coaft of the Tfhutflci, at your return to Ochotflc, where every thing will be 
ready for your voyage to the coaft of America, at the inftant of going on board 
you are to declare, in Her Imperial Majefty's name, an advanced rank to all under 
your command ; to caufe the oath to be adminiftcred to yourfelf, and to the reft 
according to the above-mentioned lift. Laftly, at your arrival at Cape St. Elias 
you may declare yourfelf Captain of the firft rank. 

Thofe of your fubaltems who, according to their rank, fucceed to the places of 
fuch as may die, either a natural death or by accident, and who will be ordered to 
fuch rank either by you or by the officer that may have the command after you, 
provided they produce a certificate of their good behaviour and zeal in the fcrvicc 
from the Commander in Chief, will on their retum to Pctedburg be confirmed at 
the Admiralty College, in the name of Her Imperial Majefty, in the rank con- 
fejred on them } and will be accounted in that rank from the day of their appoint* 

5 ment. 
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^ent. This is to be underftood of thofe who bear petty officers' ranks ; thofc who 
get into the denomination of upper officers, according to the above-mentioned 
order of advancement, will have equal advance with officers that -go from hence. 

In cafe any one of thofe that go from hence flioiild die, be maimed, or lofe the 
ufe of his limbs, during the Expedition on the Tihutfki coaft, or the navigation 
from Ochotfk to the American coaft j if fuch perfon fliould have a wife and chil- 
dren, the widows of the deceafed fhall receive until they marry again, or until 
their death, and the children till they come to their lawful term of years, half pay 
of what the deceafed received during the Expedition j the maimed fliall alfo receivc^ 
fuch half pay during their lives. 

After having completed the bufinefs cntrufted to you, on your happy return to 
St. Peterfburg, you, and all under your Command, will receive the de(t£l of the 
double pay for the different ranks obtained during the Expedition ^ and, as a gra- 
tuity, a year's double pay according to the rank they return in ; over and above 
which you and ?11 your fubalterns, returning fafe, will receive for life the fingle pay 
received during the Expedition, without accounting for what he may get for future 
fervices. 

Such gracious grants and further promifes of protection, but moft of all the im- 
portance of the truft laid upon you, muft excite in you a noble emulation to render 
yourfelf worthy of it, by endeavouring to do all in your power to fulfil the articlea' 
of this inftruftion, confirmed by Her Imperial Majefty, and fetting, by your un— 
remitted endeavours, an example of zeal to all your fubalterns.^ 



ARTICLE I. 

For your information are hereunto annexed fourteen charts of former navigators^ 
on the Northern and Eaftem Ocean, and along the coafts *, as alfo of travels by 
land 5 to which are annexed ihort extra^is of the journals of the travellers, from 
1724 to 1799« The plan of the veflel prefented by you for iufpeftion. is herewith 
returned } and you may, upon that plan, conftru£i veflels at Ochotfk, if there be 
not one found there fit for yout navigation.. Annexed is likewife a lift of Ruffian- 
towns, with the determination of the latitude and longitude of fome ; as alfo a. 
model, according to which vocabularies of the different nations are to be collcfted. 
You receive alfo medals exprefsly made for you, to be employed with (iich nations^ 
the proper appropriation of which will be hereafter dcfcribed. 

You will receive herewith five thoufand rubles, to be employed in buying beads, 
knives, and other inftruments, fmall copper-kettles, and other fuch trifles, to be em- 
ployed as prefents to the favages who are fond of them. 

Tool 
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Tou will alfo receive here mathematical and aftronomical inftrtiments, befide* 
others •, and double pay, for you and all your Command, for one year adrance ; 
and likewife the above-mentioned bounty granted by Her Imperial Majefty for you 
and all your Conunand, which you are to deliver againft their receipts in the official 
receipt-book, of which twenty are given to you from the Admiralty for this pur- 
pofe 5 as alfo for entering for the future all receipts and expences. After you 
have provided yourfelf with all neceflaries for the journey, you arc to proceed with 
all your Command, the (horteft and moft advantageous road to Irkutlk. You are 
to take care not to break your oath of keeping fecret the bufmefs entrufted to you \ 
And not to exceed, on affairs of fecrecy, the ukaze of 1724, of which a copy is 
annexed for your information. You are not to open yourfelf on any account to 
any body about the nteafures or proceedings of your Expedition, unlefs ordered fo 
to do ; and much lefs fo, to any body, this or any other in(lru£lioa that may be 
given to you for the fame purpofe ; you are alfo to give the moft ftridl orders to all 
your Coamiand to this efie^. 

During your travek, if any very important accident fliould happen to you, you 
are to give notice to the Admiralty College by exprefs ; but in affairs of Icfs import- 
ance, for example of the ftatc and place in which you are, fend your reports by poft. 
From the day of your fetting Out from Peterfburg till the very conclufion of your 
Expedition, you are to keep a journal very accurately yourfelf, and order your 
^cers to do the (ame. 



ARTICLE n. 

When you arrive with your Command at Irkutlk, you are to deliver to the Go- 
vernor-General of Irkutfk and Kolivan, Jacobi, or in his abfence the Vice Governor, 
the original ukaze of Her Majefty direfted to him ; to which is added a copy of 
thb your Inftru£lion ; and in which order is given, that all poflible afliftance be 
rendered at your requeft for the fervice of Her Majefty. The Governor is to give 
you fufficient dire&ions for your journey to Yakutfk, Ochotlk, Iz{higiB£ki and to 
the river Kovima. He is to provide you with an open ukaze, by which it is enjoined 
to all the comm«nders and chanceries of thb places through or by which you, or 
any fent by you (to whom you are always to give at their fetting off your inftruc- 
tions for their journey), may travel, that they, upon your requeft, give you all poffible 
affiftance, as well of hands as ftores and provifions j befides, the fame Governor* 
General is empowered by Her Majeft/s ukaze to give you another open ukaze, 
for the receipt of ten thoufand rubles for unexpeAed and extraordinary expences, 
which may happen during your travels ; as alfo for travelling expences, and for the 
payment of fuch men as you may, according to the prefcription of this inftrudion, 
employ in any part of Irkutlk. Of this fum you may receive as much ^ is necef* 

fary. 
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farj, and when and where you think fit ; but for the money received, you, and the 
eldeft officer next you^ are .to pafs your receipts, that you may know how much 
money is received and can be received on the ukaze. You are to require in each 
place where you take money, that he from whom you receive it (hould endorfe 
upon the ukaze, how nnich, where, and when, the payment has been made ; and 
the expences, with an account for what the expenditures have been made, are to be 
noted in the official book given by the Admiralty, with receipts wherever they 
can be procured. Stores and pioVifions you are to receive, with confent of your 
fubaltefns, mentioning, in the receipt which you give, the quality and quantity of 
goods received. Tou are not on any account to make any fuperfluous or puzzling 
demands, only what is prefcribed, or iuch as contribute in reality to the fervice 
of Her Majefty ; nor expend any fum upon what is not neceflay, as you will be 
refponfible for it. 

At Irkutik you are to endeavour, with the help of the Governor-General, to pro* 
vide yourfelf, without the lead lofs of time, with all neceflaries, and to get them 
tranfported to their refpeflive places. You may, for forwarding bufinefs, detach 
from your Command upper and under officers for infpe£ting, preparing, and tranf* 
porting the (lores coUe^ed to their places of deftination. 

If you fee, by the lift in the pofleffion of the Governor-General, that in the ma« 
^azines at Ochotik there is not a fufficient quantity of provifions and other ftore$ 
neceflary for duly arming and victualling the fliips which are proper to be employed 
for your navigation, as alfo for your march to the river Kovima, and along the 
coaft of the Tfhutfldi in fuch cafe you are to requeft the Governor-General to 
endeavour by all means to fumiihthe magazines in due time with what is re* 
^uifite, and that the faid Governor- General may fend an expre^fs to the Com- 
mander of Ochotik, with orders as well to fupply fuch wants, if there fliould be 
any, as alfo to ftop the veflel that annually fails with provifions for Izfliiginlki 
Krepoft in June or July, that you may be able to take the opportupity of faid vef- 
iel for going to Izfhiginfk; and laftly, that the faid Commander (hould fend 
•orders to Petro Pavloffky, or whatever other harbour of Kanufliatka is thought 
more proper, for preparing there, againft your intended vopge towards the coaft 
of America, fufficient quantities of dried fi(h and wild roots, and other eatable 
wild vegetables, for the fupply of your pccplc; enjoining, that at fuch harbour 
fliould be ftationed in due time about twenty Kamtfliadals, ufed to a feafaring life, 
and well (killed in fifhin^ and hunting, who are to accompany you in your Toyage 
for the ufual pay. 

At Irkutik, you may examine and take your choice of five or fix of the bcft 
fcholars of the Navigation School, and take them under your command to employ 
them during your travels in furveying and drawing charts : thefe are to remain 
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with you till the conclufion of the Expedition, upon the fame footbg as the odier 
petty officers that go with you from Peteriburg. Thofe Uchenicks that were for- 
merly fent with Captain Krcnitzcn received fifty-four rubles annualiy j you may 
giye them fuch payment for one year for their equipment. 

You are alfo to take with you from Irkutflc the naturalift Mr. Patrm^ who wiH 
remain with you till your return with your Command to St. Peteriburg, in order 
to defcribe fuch natural curiofities as may be met with during the courfc of the 
Expedition : he will receiyc particular inftrudlions for his bufinefs, and what he is 
to do in fuch places where he will go with you, or where you (hall think fit to fend 
him, for defcribing objcds worth obfcrying ; you arc to ailift him, upon his requeft, 
with hands, inftrumcnts, and money for executing his orders ; giving him leave to 
ftop for obfervations in fuch places fo long as circumftances will permit, taking 
him along with you wherever you go to diftant places. You may, if you fhall 
think it ncceflary, receive from the Governor-General at Irkutft, according to the 
imperial ukaze, another year's double pay for all your Command in advance. 

Having received from the Governor-General all that is required for the Expe*^ 
dition, and all that may ferve for your future and more circumftantial information ; 
having^ alfo executed all that is to be done at Irkutik, and reffeded on circumftances 
that may happen during your further journey, you will then, without Jofs of time, 
either by land or along the river Lena, as you (ball think beft, with fuch of your 
Command as remains with you after making the neceflary detachments, proceed to 
Yakutfk, or where you (hall think it moft convenient for the (crvice, or the intent 
of the Expedition. As you are ftridly to follow the diredions of the Governor* 
General, fo you have alfo to make your reports to him of your proceedings, of un- 
forefeen untoward circumftances and hindrances in your journey to Ochot(k, and 
from thence to Iz(higin(k and to the Kovima } in order that you may, in ca(c of 
nece(Dty, receive diredions from him how to proceed. 

Laftly, You are to reprefent to the Governor-General, that he is to give the 
moft abfolute orders through his •whole government, that nobody (hould be curi- 
ous in opening letters fent by meflengers with private reports, as it happened during 
the Expedition under the command of Captain Krenitzin the loth of April, in the 
year 1 768, at the port of Ochotfk, by the Commander Colonel Feodor Plenifner. 

Particularly at this time, and in this part of the Ruflian Empire, moft of all in 
parts lying beyond the river Lena, as far as you (hall travel either by fea or land, 
you are to determine as nearly as poflible the longitude and latitude of remarkable 
places, the variation of the compafs ; to form furveys and charts j draw remarkable 
views of coafts, with the fituation of bays, inlets, and roads ^ and mark their ad- 
vantages for trade, fifberies, &c.} likewife to obferve and defcribe the time, ftrength, 
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rifing, and irregularity of tides and currents ; alfo of rocks under water, ihoals, 
and other dangerous places ; the ruling, variable, and trade winds ; the changes of 
weather ; meteors, particularly Aurora Borealis ; the ftatc of the electricity of the 
ak during thefe meteors, and their iniuence on the compafs *, laftly, the changes of 
the barometer and thermometer. 

Moreover, Mr. Patrin will have particular in{tru6bions refpe£Ung his obfervations 
in natural hiftory : however, you are never to negleft, cfpecially when he is not 
prefent, to obfervc the nature of the foil accurately, and of the produQions of the 
country where you find yourfelf ; you are diligently to colle£b feeds, ripe fruits^ 
and dried plants, branches and pieces of the wood of remarkable trees, their barks, 
refins, and gums ; alfo fea-weeds, zoophytes, (hells, fiflies, amphibious creatures- ^ 
infedls, birds, and other animals ; taking off and (luffing the (kins of fome, and 
drying and prefervlng in fpirits others. You are likewife to colle£t fpecimens of 
ores, foffils, (tones, falts, earths, and fulphurs ; noting the place where each were 
found or caught, and at what time. 

To prevent fuch colleAions being fpoiled by accidents, you may leave them in 
tuch places as you think proper, where you may take them up at your return to 
St. Peter(burg. If in fuch places there (hould be a commander, you are to deliver 
them to him, taking a receipt. If the places are not inhabited, put them in re- 
markable fituations, ^ere they will be fecured from weather and deftru^iion ; or> 
fUU, better, fend them along with your reports and their defcription^ under your 
feal, to the Governor-General of Irkut(k. 

You are likewife to make, if pofEble, circumftantial defcriptions of the quality 
and ufe, and even drawings of the mod curious produflions of nature j you are to 
enquire accurately about the number, ilrength, natural difpofitions, manners, and 
occupations of the inhabitants of unknown places ; likewife order to be made vo-* 
cabularies of their language, after the model given you ; endeavouring to exprefs 
as nearly as poffible the pronunciation of their words in Latin and Ruffian charac- 
ters. Laftly, you are to procure, (or, if that be not poffible, to get painted, or 
defcribe) the fursj dreffesj arms^ and manufactures^ of fuch nations. 



ARTICLE IIL 

Upon your arrival at Yakutfk, you are to apply yourfelf immediately, to execute 
what the Governor- General may think neceffary to prepare for your further jour- 
ney to Ochotfk ; and during your ftay there, by virtue of your open ukazc, which 
orders all -Commanders and Gorodnitfhi of the towns through which you pafs, to 
give you all necefTary affiftance, you are to require abftradts of accounts to be 
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found in the archives of late navigatorsi and of all that can giire information abou^ 
your main buCnefs upon the Kovima, and round the coaft of the Tihudki i and if 
you find by fuch lifts or abftrafts that there is any thing furpaffing the cxtn&s^ 
communicated to you at St. Peterfburg, and you think them neccffary, you may dc* 
mand copies of them ; and if diere be any charts get them alfo copied. 

Wherever you produce the open ukazc of the Governor-General o{ Irkut&, yott: 
may permit to fuch perfonj as it regards to take copies of it, in cafe it (faould be 
neceflary. You may, if you and the Governor-General ihould think it convenient 
to be done at Yakutfk, and not by preference at Ochot&, Izfhtginlk, or even* 
the Oftrogs upon the river Kovima, pick out the neceflary number of CoSacks, fol- 
diers, interpreters, and guides, choofing preferably hunters, and fuch as are recom«- 
mended for their fldll and good behaviour, and who have been upon the Kovima; and- 
of foldiers fuch as were formerly in garrifon at Anadirft, have convcrfed witkthe 
Tflmtiki, frequented their habitations and the environs of the Kovima, and the- 
coaft of the Frozen Ocean (fome even were bom among the Tfliutfld) ; with thefe 
people you may, in prefence of the Commander of the town, either make an agree* 
ment, or paf them without agreement, double the fum that is uf«al there for people 
who are hired for a term to ferve at fea ; which they ate to receive from the time 
you take them under your command, till you difmifs them at the clofe of the Ex- 
pedition, or till their death, infcribtng this pay in a particular official book ; and 
you may promife in the name of Her Majefty, to fuch at oier tfaemfeives volunteers^ 
Aat at the happy return from the Expedition they (hall veceive a. gratuity of one 
year's pay, as received during the Expedition, for their fervice. 

Following the example of your predeceflbr Captain Krenitsin, who^was fent in 
1 764 to thefe feas, you may, if you think it conducive to the fcrvicc, and for more 
expedition, which in all your proceedings is hereby much recommended to you^ 
order at Yakutfk (as he did in 1765) rope work to be tarred, and provifiont packed 
in bags and cafes, each containing no more than two poods and a half weight j and 
when you have got the neceflary quantity of provifions in readinefs, fend part of 
them off", under command of an officer inftruded by you, and fumifiied with all 
neceflaries, loading on each horfe no more than five poods, on account of the 
many bogs, rivers, and mountains, which are to be paflfed. Yourfelf may follow in 
the fame manner with the reft of the provifions, ftores, and men. To prevent hin- 
drances on the road to Ochotfk, you may defire the Commandant of Yakutflc to 
fend off* an expreCsi preparing neceflaries for your journey* 
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ARTICLE IV. 



When you have fumiflied yourfelf with all neceflaries at Yakutflc, you mud 
make your difpofitions to complete the tranfport which is already ordered before, 
of provifions neceffary to maintain your party during your ftay upon the Ko-yima, 
and the coafts of the Frozen Ocean. If you (hall think it neceffary to have fome 
Coffacks to form this party, and if you can find fuch as have been before upon this 
river, or upoa thefe coafts, you may make chwce of fuch either at Ochotfk, or at- 
Ihzfhiginlki Krepoft. 



ARTICLE V. 

Laftly, In order that you may beft employ your time, endeavour to arrive at 
Ochotfk at the fame time nearly with your fubaltcms, to choofe there the failors- 
and Coffacks who are to follow your Expedition by land and by fea. You muft 
alfo choofe, from among the piloU of that port, two or three who have fufficient 
knowledge of thofe feas, and whofe fervice you fhall think moft conducive to 
the fuccefs of your navigation. On your recommendation, they will enjoy thc^ 
£*mc advantages as the reft of your Command. Each of them is to feleft for his 
afliftant one of the UtOienicks of the Navigation School of Ochotlk. 

At Ochotlk you- are to make all neceffary preparations for the fea voyage pre- 
fcribcd hereafter in the loth Article. In cafe not one of theveffels in aftual fer- 
vice there fliould be fafc enough for fuch a diftant navigation, you muft then 
take your meafures for conftruding two vcflcls of fufficient ftrcngth and conve- 
nience, to anfwer Ae purpofc and prcferve the healths of the crew. Of one of 
thefc veffels, at the time of navigation on the coaft of America, you- will have the 
command, and the command of the odicr will be given. to the fecond in rank; 
for the fafety of the crew, and the fuccefe of the navigation, depend on the 
veffels of the Commander in Chief being accompanied by another. In order to 
•nforce their conftruftion, orders will be given immediately to the Governor of 
Irkutlk, that the beft fhip timber to be found about Ochotlk (hould be prepared, 
• and all ftorcs got in readinefs for fitting out one fliipi of eighty feet in keel, and 
another of fmaller dimcnfioiis, by virtue of the open ukaze which the Governor- 
General of Irkutflcand B^livan is tagive. Yoi^arc to demand from the Com- 
mandant of Ochotfk the neceffary number <rf carpenters, a^id all requifite affift- 
ance towards conftru£ling.and fitting up your veffels. You arc empowered to give 
the fupcrintendance of the docks to one or more of your fubalterns, and to your 
(hipbuildcr, in order that the building may be carried on with all ppflible fpeed, 
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and entirely according to your plan. You muft likewife order at Ochotfk a cer- 
tain number of pofts of durable wood to be prepared, which are to be erefted on 
fuch lands as may be newly difcorered by you ; thefe pofts you will flow in your 
ftiip when you fail for America. 



ARTICLE VI* 

When you have made thefe preparations, and coUefted from the Archives at 
Ochotfk what information and journals relative to your Expedition may be found 
there, you may then without lofs of time, with part of your Command, which yon 
have chofen at Ochotfk, and with Afleffor Patrin, proceed ob the readieft way to 
the Kovima. It will be proper to go as lightly equipt as poffible on board the 
velTcl which fails in June or July with provifions for the garrifon pf Izfhiginfk ; 
at that place you will find the beft CofTacks and foldiers for forming your party, as 
fome of them heretofore compofed the garrifon of Anadirik, and have had con- 
nexions with the Tfhutfki, and others were even bom and travelled amongft them. 
With thefe you may march over to the river Omolon, down which you may float 
on rafts to the Kovima. Arrived at the Kovima, you are to make geographical 
and aflronomical obfervations of the latitude and longitude of Virchnoi and Neizih- 
noi Kovimfki Oftrog, and the mouth of the river j and to take an accurate furvcy 
of it, obferving the foil and inhabitants of the adjacent country. 



ARTICLE Vn. 

Having determined with all poffible accuracy the (ituation of the Kovima, and 
defcribed its courfe and the foil over which it flows, you are to endeavour, if cir- 
cumftances permit, to make ufe of boats called Shitiki, conftnifled as ftrongly as 
poffible, to coaft along the promontory of Tfhutfki from the mouth of the Kovima 
to the Eaft Cape. In cafe, however, the coafting by fea fhould be found abfolutely 
impra£^icable, and the information received on the fpot give you hopes o/ reaching 
it by land, you may then proceed thus to defcribe thefe coafts, going in winter over 
the ice. It may happen, that by thefe means you will difcover iflands or bnds 
that may lie to the north of thefe coafts, aad of Bering's Straits. Tou may con- 
tinue your travels and enquiries, employing difierent means as far as circumflatices, 
fafety, and the good of the fervicc, require. You arc to make an accurate chart ; 
hy down the remarkable places that appear ; take views of the coaft and remarkable 
objeds ; endeavour al(b to get as nrach information as poflSble of the country of 
the Tfhutfki, their ftrength and manners ; and, wherever opportunity ofiers, to 
contribute by your behaviour to the fubje^iion of this nation to Ruflla, and to the 
HQod .opinion of the mild govemn^ent to which they fubmit. 

ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE VIIL 

Whatever fuccefs the trials on the Kovima> and from thence along the coafts of 
the F^rozcn Sea, may have, after having done all that it is pofliblc to expe£l: from 
your zeal, return from thence by the befl route to Ochotlk,*' to finifli there the laft 
preparations for your navigation in the Eaftern Ocean, to take command of the 
people, and of the {hips built or chofen for the Expedition* To the officer wh» 
will have the command of the fecond (hip you are to give the full complement of 
fturmen and failors, inftruments, ammunition, provifion, and other neceflaries for 
the fervicct This officer is to follow exaftly your orders, fignals, and inftrudlions. 



ARTICLE IX. 

If on any unforfeen account the (hips fliould not be in readincfs, then you may,, 
awaiting their being built, employ the fpare time and your talents in ufeful 
difcoveries, on the fea between the Kuril iflands, Japan, and the continent of 
China, even the Coreaj and endeavour to bring to perfe£lion the charts of 
thefe almoft unknown parts of the feas^; for this^ purpofe, you may employ any 
one of the packet-boats or galliots belonging to the government at Ochotflc, 
which you fhall think fitted for the fervice, and part of your detachment. This 
fecondary point, however, muft not make you lofe fight of the principal objc^ 
of the Expedition, which you muft endeavour exadly to fulfil. 



ARTICLE X- 

When your fliips arc pcrfeftly loaded, armed, and provifioneJ at Ochotik, yoa 
are, in company with your fecond veffi^l (alfo taking under your convoy the mer- 
chants* fliips that choofe), to fail in the moft favourable time for doubling the 
extremity of Kamtfliatka •, you are to call at the port of Petro Pavlofflcy, or at 
Kamtfliatka, at whichever of the tw« the provifions mentioned in the 2d Article 
are colle£ied. Thefe, as alfo the Kamtfliadals ordered there for the purpofe, you 
will diftributc to both fliips j you are then to continue your voyage for furveying 
the whole chain of iflands extending to America,^ or for the difcovery of new 
ones. 

You arc to maXc it a principal point of your duty to draw up an accurate chart 
of thefe iflands, determining their fituation by frequent obfervations ; and, endea- 
vouring to get a knowledge of the beft harbours, roads, &c. to be found on 

thenv 



Digitized by 



Google 



[40] APPENDIX. No. V* 

them, you will extend thefc enquiries even to the coaft of America ; and chieflf 
direft your attention to the iflands hitherto little frequented, and not well known, 
which lie along and fouth of the coaft to the eaftward of the ifland of Oonimak 
and the great promontory of Alakfa, which is part of the continent. Such iflands, 
for example, as Sanajak, Kadiak, )and Lefnoi, the iflands of Shumagin and Too- 
manoi, feen by Bering and others. 

During your navigation in thefe feas, if youfhould meet with other (hips, under 
Englifh, French, or other European colours, you arc to behave in a friendly man- 
nerj and not give occaHon for difpute. 



ARTICLE XL 

Having ufcfully employed the fummer in thefe enquiries, you may, at thefetting- 
in of the ftormy feafon in autumn, look out for a proper harbour, either in Ame- 
rica, or on the iflands lying in thefe feas, or in Kamtihatka, there to winter and 
refreih your men ; and you may again continue your endeavours and enquiries 
when the favourable feafon returns. 



ARTICLE XIL 

As fome indications obferved by Captain Bering on his failing towards America, 
and which were confirmed by the Englifh Captains Clerke and Gore at their return 
from the Sandwich iflands to Kamtfliatka, give reafon to conje£lure that there are 
iflands fituated to the fouthward of the known chain of iflands, and to the eaft- 
ward of the meridian of Elamtfhatka, between forty and fifty degrees of latitude, 
you may try, on your going, or in your return, to difcover thefe unknown iflands, 
and get information refpeding them, for the good of the trade of Kanufhatka ; no^ 
jK)wevcr, lofing too much time on thefe uncertain triak. 



ARTICLE Xin. 

You are atHihorifed to make enquiries about fuch parts of the continent of Ame- 
rica as former navigators could not well furvey on account of bad weather ; chiefly 
endeavouring to difcover their beft harbours, which may ferve in time for opening 
a fur trade with the inhabitants of the Continent ; and in all cafes principally en- 
deavour to get a knowledge of the different productions of the Continent, iflands, 
and adjacent fea, asprefcribcd by the ad Article. 

4 ARTICLE 
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tlicnrc, it would be ufcful if you could poffibly furvey and dcfcribc, or at lead get 
nearer accounts of the circumftances of this land ; whether it be an ifland or part 
of the continent of America j if there be inhabitants, and how great a number ; 
in general, make all fuch inquiries as are prefcribed concerning newly-difcovered 
lands. TTiis, however, is fo recommended to your obfcrvation, as not to intrude 
on your chief occupatioii* 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

FOR 

THE NATURALIST, MR. PATRIN, 

Who is ordered to accompany the Expedition deftined for the Kovinui 

and the Frozen Ocean. 

[Ibe Original in French.'] 

XisR Imperial Majcfty having been gracioufly pleafed to appoint you in quality 
of Naturalift, on a Toyagc of difcorery about to be undertaken under the G>m- 
mand of Captain-Lieutenant Billings toward the Kovima^ the.Eaftern and Frozen 
Ocean ; erery ei^ertion is expefted from you, which your honour, and your zeal 
for the fciences which you profefs, and for the fervice you are engaged in, can 
prompt : the more fo, as Her Majefty, for your encouragement, has been pleafed 
to give you one rank more than you now hold in the fervice of the mines, to take 
place from the day on which you join the Expedition j likewife a fum of rubles 

to defray the expences of your equipment 5 and double pay during the term of the 
Expedition ; in which you will certainly have opportunities of making difcoveries, 
and rendering fervices, which will entitle you to the further protedion of Her Im- 
perial Majefty. 

In order to give you a full infight into what is expelled from you, Her Imperial 
Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to approve the following articles, to ferve for 
your inftruftion. 

ARTICLE L 

Upon the arrival of Captain-Lieutenant Billings at Irkutik, you will pals from 
the fervice that you are now employed in, to the Expedition under his command, 
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with which you are to continue fo long as it lafts, and with which you will return 
to St. Pcterfburg ; where yOu will give up your journals, obfervations, and col- 
leftions, together with fuch fpecimens of natural hiftory as you may have col- 
lefted, to the department which Her Imperial Majefty will name for their re* 
ception. 



ARTICLE 11. 

You are to follow the Commander of the Expedition in all his journies by land 
and voyages by fea, beyond the river Lena ; and you will affiduoufly obferve all 
that is prefcribed in thefe inftru^ions ; particularly in diofe parts of Siberia, as 
well as coafts and iflands^ which have never been viflted by naturalifts j fuch as 
the banks of the Kovima, the coafts of the Frozen Ocean of the Pacific, and 
Kamtftiatka, and the iflands you will there touch at. Tou will keep an exa£t 
journal of the voyage, together with a topographical defcription of the countries 
that you are to pafs through, their rivers, lakes, and mountains ; the produdions 
in the three kingdoms of nature, and the inhabitants. You will alfo make me- 
teorological obfervations, and remarks upon the feveral properties of the countries 
that you may vifit, from the beft intelligence you can coUefl, 



ARTICLE IIL 

You will defcribe in a very particular manner the extent, connexion, and direc- 
tiqn, of the chain of mountains 5 their ihapes, fuperfices, declivities, and heights j 
the rocks or foils of which they are compofed ; the ftrata that they contain, and 
their direction ; craters, remains of extinguifhed volcanoes, and fuch as are adually 
burning. You are to collet fpecimens of all forts of rocks, earths, pctrifaftions, 
lava, foflil, remains of animals, minerals, falts, and fulphurs ; carefully numbering 
tliem» and noting the fpot where found ; alfo colleft all remarkable ftones and 
pebbles brought down by rivers, er throMm up by the fea» as well as fuch as may 
be in ufe by the inhabitants. 

Tou will defcribe the furface of the country, its irregularities, and the layers of 
foil found at diflFcrent depths ; the fituation of the country, whether low or ele- 
vated ; woods and underwoods, animals, birds, marflies, lakes, rivers great and 
fmall, the nature of the waters, efpecially if they appear to have any particular 
qualities, die fiih found m them, and every other remarkable production.. 
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ARTICLE IV- 

With regard to the people that you may vifit, you will obfcnre their di/pofitions 
and different corporeal qualifications ^ their government, manners, induftry, cere- 
monies, and fuperftitions religious or profane ; their traditions, education, and 
manner of treating their women i ufeful plantSt medicines, and dyes; food, and 
manner of preparing it ; habitations, utenfils, carriages, and veflels ; manner of life 
and -economy ; their modes of hunting, fifliing, making war, an^l treatment of 
domeftic animals ; likewife languages, of which you will collet rocabularies, ac- 
cording to the plan fent with the Expedition, marking the pronunciation according 
to the Latin orthography. You will alfo try to procure the drefles, ornaments, 
inftruments, and arms of thefe people, or caufe them to be drawn. Tou will like - 
wife make deicriptions of tombs and other monuments of antiquity. 



ARTICLE V- 

Tou will particularly attend to trees, (hrubs, land and water plants ; preferving 
as many fpecimens as poflible, particularly of any that are extraordinary or new ; 
and you will employ your leifure time in making complete defcriptions of fuch 
fpecimens ; noting the feafon of their growth, flowering, and maturity. Tou 
will lofe no opportunity of remarking moft minutely fuch as may be of benefit to 
fociety, and which you may difcover to be of ufe as food for man or beaft, or ap- 
plied as a remedy for any diforder ; the manner of preparing dyes, ftufl^s, or (kins. 
You will colled fpecimens of woods, barks, gums, refins, remarkable fruits, bulbs, 
and roots ; as alfo every thing tliat may be cultivated in the gardens of Europe, 
noting the provincial and natural names. 



ARTICLE VI. 

Tou will colled, and caufe to be (luffed or otherwife preferved, all extraordi- 
nary quadrupeds, birds, fi(h, amphibious animals, infeds, {hell-fi(h, or zoophytes $ 
obferving as dofely as poffible their habits, food, propagation, founds, migrationfl^ 
and n|bitatibns, as well as the mode of catching them, with the infhximents and 
ftratagems made ufe of for that purpofe. You will alfo colled as many fpecies of 
birds' eggs as po(Bble. Quadrupeds and birds of different genders and ages are 
to be (luffed ; fi(h, amphibious animals, and ' zoophytes, to be preferved in fpirits 
of wine ; infeds, fhells, and dried produdions, fixed or packed up in cafes made 
for that purpofe. 

ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE VII. 



ISil 



Meteorological' obfcrvatlons, paiticularly thofe with the thermometer and ba- 
rometer, demand your ftrideft attention ; but mod fo in the places where you 
may winter or (lay any time* You will form tables of thefe obfervations in the 
ufual manner,*noticing all remarkable phenomena, fuch as Parhelii, Aurora Boreales, 
and their concomitant circumftances ; obferve the congelation of mercury in dif- 
ferent manners by natural and artificial cold \ and determine by the fpirit thermos 
meter the true point of congelation. The altitude of diflPerent mountains may be 
determined by correfponding barometrical heights. 

Although the predominant or variable winds, tides with their changes and di* 
re£tions, currents, and other nautical occurrences, are the more particular bufinefs 
of the Commander, you will not ntgleSt to mal^e fuch obfervations as you can, 
and note them in your joumaL 



ARTICLE Vin. 

You will inform yourfelf of all national illnefles, efpecially endemic or epi- 
demic, which exift in particular latitudes, or among particular nations ; the dif- 
tempers of domeftic animals and homed cattle ; and the remedies mod in ufe to 
|>revent or eafe them. 



ARTICLE IX, 

You will be careful in preferving the natural curiofities that you may colled, 
numbering them, and keeping a catalogue containing the places where found, with 
defcriptions and other obfervations ; or all this may be exprefled on each label* 
The ftuflfed birds or animals muft be carefully dried, and fmoked with fulphur, 
before they are packed up ; the boxes or packages dried and fmoked in like man- 
ner, and the cafes covered with pitch and with leather. To every article likely to 
^|>e fpoiled by infe£ls or damp, particular attention inuft be paid. When tl^ 
Commander makes his reports, you will alfo fend your obfervations, and fu^h 
colle£lions as are convenient j the others are to remain in your cuftody till yo 
Tetum to St. Petcrlburg. 



ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE X. 



You may require from the Commander of the Expedition fuch affiftance of 
men, horfes, inftruments, and money, as may be neceflary for your phyGcal ope- 
rations ; and when your prefence is not neceflary with the Expedition, yo« may 
make excurfions, with the CcHnmander's confent, into the neighbouring country, 
where you may expefl to meet with objects worthy of your remarks, either phy- 
fical or hiftorical. You will receive every afliftance for this purpofe from d^ 
Commander of the Expedition ; and the draftfinan may accompany you if he be 
not employed on more important bufineft. 

(Signed) P. S. PALLAS. 



No. VIL 
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EXTRACT* 



AND 



SUPPLEMENTART OBSERVATIONS. 

The following Remark was made in Captain Billings's Journal, by his 
order, while at Oraalaflika in 1790, on the Ifland Sithanak. 

*^ In confequence of complaints made to me in fognn, upon mj firft arrival at 
<« Ochotflc, by fcveral people who were fcnt by Government to colle£k tribute of 
^ the Aleutan iflanders, againft the hunters, for cruelties to the natives, I repre- 
«< fented the fame, and received a private Mandate from Her Imperial Majcfty, 
<< ordering me to infpe£i the behaviour of the merchants and hunters in tbefe parts. 
** I have, in confequence, made it my bufinefs at Sithanak and Oonalaflika to malx 
<< enquiries into the treatment which the natives receive from thefe people ; and 
<< have been, as well as every gentleman on board, an eye-witnefs of the abjed 
«* ftate of flavery in which thefe unfortunate iflanders live under the Promyih- 
« lenicks (hunters). The company now at Oonalaihka confifts of twelve Ruffians 
<« and one Kamtfhadal (their veflel is in the ftraits of Alakfa or thereabouts). Thefe 
<^ people employ all the men of Oonalaihka and Sithanak in the chafe, taking the 
^ fruits of their labour to themfelves, and not even allowing the natives neceflary 
«* clothing. There is, therefore, no name fo dreadful to them as that of Peredof- 
«< (hick (die leader of a gang of hunters). Upon the arrival of their veflel at any 
« place where they purpeife making a ftay, they haul her on fhore ; inunediately 
<< fend the natives out on the chafe, even to the fartheft of Shumagin's iflands ; 
« and then take by force the youngeft and mod handfome of the women for their 
«< companions* 

« If another veflel arrives, they unite their companies, or elfe the ftrongar 
« party takes the natives from the weaker. They inflift on the natives what 
" punUhments they pleafe, and arq never at a lofs to invent a caufc." 

TRANSLA. 
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TRANSLATION 

Of apart of the Journal of one of our RuJJian Officers while at Oonalajhia in 1 790V 

" The company of hunters now hcje make their boaft that they clothe and feed 
<< the iflanders ; which they do in the following manner : The natives^ being under 
«< their controulj are fent out in parties to chafe &a animals and catch fifh. The 
w produce of the chafe is delTrcred into the Company's ftock^ out of which the 
** natives receire an allowance. Such of the inhabitants as are too infirm or toa 
<f young to be fent out on aquatic excurfions, are employed in domeftic drudgery, 
<< and digging edible roots ; while the women are occupied in making and mending 
« clothing from the inferior ikins of animals and of birds.** 

^ The hunters were accuftomed to ad as follows: Upon the arrival of anjc 
<^ veff:! at an inhabited ifland, the Peredoffhik fent an armed boat to the habitations^ 
<< to take from the natives all the furs and valuable aitides that they poflefled; 
<< and, if the leaft oppofition was made, they were filenced by the mufkets of the 
<< hunters. Wives were taken from their hufbandsf and daughters from thdr 
^ mothers % indeed the barbarity of their fubduers ta the crown of Ruffia is not 
<< to be deicribed. They ufed not unfiequently to pk^cc the men clofe together, 
** and try through bow many the ball of their riflo-barreUcd muficet would pafs *. 
«< Nor were the hunters more kind to their own brethren ; for if two parties in 
** diflerent interefls met, they fought together for the pofleffion of tht natives, or 
M formed themfebresinto one company .'^ 



A Bird of the Auk kind caught at OonalaftAa. 

Bill orange colour, very little curved ; both mandibles tipped and edged with 
black \ the noilzils loqg an4 narrow^ running parallel with the mouth ; an eleva- 
tion upon the noftrils of a light green colour,, edged with black. The feathers 
commence at the bafe of the bill, and are of a dark afh, which is the colons of the 
head and neck. From the upper part of the eye, along the head, to the back of the 
neck, is a row of fine white fatin feathers ; and anodier row, broader and fhorter, 
leads from the corners of the mouth. The eye of a pale yellow, the pupil being 
fmall and of a very dark blue. The back, fcapulars, coverts of the wing, and tail, 

• Grtfory Sbelikoff hM been charged with this aa of cruehy i tnd I have reafon to befieve it> from 
the tcltlnumy of feveral Rufliaas at Ochotlk> cprroborated by (bmc of the natiref of this ifland. 

8 arc 
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arc dark, with a paler edging; primaries fomcthing lighter ; throat a light colour; 
breaft and belly a dirty white ; the fore part of the legs of a livid colour 5 the hind 
part, web, and claws, black, with three toes. It refides about the rocks and coaft 
of Kamtfhatka, and upon all the Aleutan iflands, and is about the (ize of a black- 
bird. 



Fijh caught at Oonalajhka^ March 23, 1 792. 

Angling among the rocks, the hook baited with the common edible mufcle, Fcaught 
a fifli called by the Ruffian hunters terpug {rofp). It is fixteen inches long, and (haped 
like a mackerel.' The head of a dark olive, with fcarlet fpots. Behind each eye, on 
the top of the head, is a palmated flefhy creft half an inch long, and one-eighth broad. 
It has five branchioftigous rays, prominent and ftrong ; thefe and the lower part of the 
head are of a lively fcarlet. The colour of the body of the fifli is dark olive, with 
blotches of fcarlet, and a dull red; two dorfal fins fpotted in the fame manner, 
and united at the extremities ; both rounded 5 the firft confifts of twenty rays, the 
fecond of twenty-two. The pe^iorals large and rounded, eighteen rays, fpotted at 
the dorfal, but edged with fcarlet, as is alfo the anal fin, confiding of twenty-two 
rays ; ventral five rays ; tail rounded ; breaft and throat a lively fcarlet. On each 
fide of the breaft is a line of finall dots, reaching between the ventral and peftorals, 
turning up to the latter, and extending in a ftrait line to the tail, very high on the 
back ; a fimilar line encircles the dorfal fin, there is another half an inch below 
It, and one near the ventrals. The flefli, gills, and infide of the mouth, are of a 
lively light blue, inclining to green ; when boiled it turns white, but the bone re- 
tains fomewhat of this colour. The fcales are fmall and rough, whence it derives 
its name. 

The fame day I caught another fifli, about feven inches long ; head large, but 
fhort ; the fides of the bony plates and head replete with fmall pits ; large mouth, 
with ftiarp clofe-fet (lender teeth. The dorfal fin reaches from the hind part of 
the head tojiear the' tail, which is rounded. The fiflx is very fmooth ; its colour 
a dark olive marbled with dufky green, edged with a dull red, forming broad bars 
th^t crofs the lateral line, which is ftraight. 

A very black fifli refembling a carp I frequently caught lurking under ftones ; 
as alfo the fathei-laflier. The armed bull-head alfo was caught in our net, and the 
fpotted blenny, 

[h] I took 



Digitized by 



Google 



[5»] APPENDIX. No. VII 

I took one fi(h wliich adhered very fad to a rock by means of a (Ucker on it» 
belly. It is very Ihort and thicki and the fleib flabby } but it boiled firm. 

I alfo found a fiih lying deid on die beach, abomt five feet Iong» ro«nd» and 
fhaped Uke an eel^ with a lar^^^outhj and very (harp teeth. 

The other kind$ of fifli are^ halibut^ cod^^ thomback, and feveral fpecles of 
fidmon. 



THE END. 



FrinM ty A. Scralnfi, 
Prinicrt-Strccf, 



• •» 
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